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List Of Equipments
o @ MM AN K i
Part 1: High Altitude Equipments
2 it R

quantity weight'per
THREAF 3 o % eiderdown vest 21 330 g
I £ RCET eiderdown suits 27 1,500vr
74y F ey (ETF) wind proot coat and trouser 30 5500
Lty i S pair of mittens, sheep skin 25 150 »
THTAIETFE pair of mittens, woolen 25 75
ELRRARIGTFE pair of gloves, woolen 25 80y
S AR pair of gloves, leather, thick 25 150 v
Ehf ¢ o> F pair of socks, woolen 120 601
EMF LT pair of socks, woolen 60 200
¥ A b Fvs pair of stockings 11 60 v
E ¢ 2 F pair of stockings 4z 80 v
b4 jid pair of tent shoes, tur 15 600 v
BFEY o7 R pair of socks, woolen, thick 42 80 v
£ T ¥ ¥ trousers 30 860 v
Z729FH (BT underwear & pants, woolen 33 560 0
[EFAY 29— _ sweater, high-neck, woolen 30 600 v
HFEAT 29— sweater, woolen 21 320 v
B 7 77— muffler. silk 21 30v
¥y - F N puttee, wooten 25 500
E 4 TR % sun glasses, for low altitude 25 170 »
S RN IE g sun glasses, for high altitude 50 2100
* AYEF 4 o HIFLS pair of mittens, nyion 30 100 v
Hyd— ¥ shirt, Aannet 42 400 v
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underwears, silk

pair of boots, vibram
anti-sunburn paste
pair of boot-cover

pair of over-shoes
repair tools

pair of mittens, woolen
knitted cap, woolen
sponge sole

nails for boots
underwear, cotton
knitted cap, ** medebo ™
socks-cover, sheep skin
pair of mittens

belt

eiderdown shoes

B8 BE R RN

Part 2 : Camping Equipments

Meade tent for 2 men
Meade tent for 3 men
tent for 4 men

tent for 8 men
kitchen tent

roof tent for 20 men
roof ftent for 10 men
zeltsack for 2 men
hair lock matress

air mattress, large

atr mattress, small

36
32
60
15
325
11
21
28
30

102
28
21
21
21
21

170 g
2,100 v

320 n
400 v

1500

190 ¥
100w
80 v
1200
100 »
4200

4,500 g

t6.800 0

8.800 »
19,000 »
19,000 v
17,0000
10.250 0

1,200 v

1,000v

1,400 9

400 v
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sleeping bag, eiderdown 28
sleeping bag, silk wadding 28
special tent for high altitude

scoop

snow racket 10
sleeping bag cover 21
bellow - 10
bellow, rubber bag 10
peg 18
tent pole, spare 21
repairing tools for air maltress 20

B O KkEME

Part 3: Kitchen Equipments

pressure pot 5
pan with lid 30
meta-cooker 20
meta 340
bprimus stove, svea 10
alcohol burner 10
candle 700
candle stand 25
kerosene 70
benzol 20
metanoh! 20

repairing tool for primus stove
pliers, small

pliers, small

bags

cases

gallon
u

v

violon string EF

petroleum stove 2

&t
1,350 ¢
1,200 0
6,800 w
7000
800 ¥
900 v
530 1
3500
750 g/1bag
160 g
500

2,500g
400 v

500 v

220 g/1case
1.550 g
1400
100w

65 0
3,800 v
3,500 0

3,400 0

200 v
180 v

4,000 v
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Part 4: Clibming Equipments

climbing rope, nylon 9.5 mm
climbing rope, nylon 8 mm
climbing rope, nylon 5.5 mm

climbing rope, nylon 8 mm -

rope ladder, 10 m
Piton (Karabiner)
ice piton

rock pifon

ice axe, small
climbing hammer
ice heil

rucksack, large
rucksack, small
crampon

crampon band, skin
ice axe, large

ski

ny.lou seals

stick

map case

compass

marker blag
national flag
pocket warmer
Japanese .ocket warmer
signal fire

crampon case

200 m
120 v
200 v
600 v
10v
200
140
50

23

b

26
15
32
45
38

11
10
11
600

21

40
25

1,800 g/30 m
1,200 g/30 v
600 g/30 v
1,200 g/30 v
3,800 g
140 v
80y

fr
80y
700 v
450 v
6200
7700
3200

7000

1.000 »
4,800 »
3500
1,100 0
500
200
12p
15v
90y
90y
200 »
145 ¥
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thermos bottle, small
thermos bottle, large

crampon, tour nails

BHE x> 7 N v H
Part 5: Equipments For The March

cotlon tape

tag

sheet. large

sheet, medium

sheet. small

canvas, boots

canvas, medium

canvas, small

fiber checks (for porter)

knee-breeckes

pair of knicker's stocking
electric torch

electric torch

dry cell

electric bulb

pair of cotton trousers
balance. 30 kg
balance, 25 kg
fryving-pan

bow!

plate

tray

spoon, large

B

e

25

30

3,120m
1,700

20
50
60
30
30
260
30
30
21
10
25
260
150
21

40
30
10
12z

800 g
1,070r
940 v

20.000 g

2,000 n
1,500 0
1,300 v
1,000
700 v
8
3600
2500
80r
370
220 v
1500
3
500 ¥
730 »
7000
1,450
130 n
350
300 »
15»
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spoon, fapanese
scrubbing brush
roasting net

roasting net (for fish)
can opener

bottie opener

meat knife

vegitable knife

sheath for knife
grater

saw

fan, Japanese style, large
fan, Japanese style, small
padlock

extinguisher

primus packing, spare
gas light mantle, spare
scissors, barber’s
comb, barber’s

meat chopper

canteen

funnel

knife, fork & spoon
card case, large
hand drill

vice, small

pair of pincers

radio pincers

monky spanner
soldering iron

solder (soft)
soldering paste

copprer wire

12
10

2]

34

W oo A A A O

10
15
72
12

100

G
l\:\](hﬂ

[ N T T T

20 g
100 »
100 »
1400

15

250
150 v
190 v
180w
1300

1,200 v
15¥

200

80y

1,300
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nail, brass

screw for wood
screw driver (set)
file

file, small

whistle

signal horn
towel, Japanese
towel

foilet pater

toilet soap
powder soap
mosquito incense
water bag

tooth brush
gasoline .Iamp
shoe-repairing set
shoe-repairing stand
knife

pair of cotton socks
globes for tea
Chinese style pan
cotton, bleached
B. H. C.

D. D. T.

fishing tackle
chair, canvas
matches

tooth powder
shoe-grease

cotton blankets
pan (32 cm)
kettle

800

12

300
120
18,000
100
20

20

24

40
100

10
10

10
1,500
24
25
50

130 g
2600
550
200
1500
300

300

100 n
690 v
180 »
98y
250
2,450 »

1,850 0
300 n
80 v
30
820 v
600 »
a0 »
290 »
300 »

3,500 0

120»
2000
800 v
1,200
400 v
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lunch box

rain coat

pair of nylon socks
pair of nylon gloves
boots for caravan
basket shoes

box of stationary
typewriter

three cups, set

foot powder

overall for tent keeper
saw, for wood
gimlet

small bag

shoes for porter

21
28
90
71
21
28 .

10

Part 6 : Communication & Meteorological Instruments
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JSCR-536-F walkie-talkie
portabie radio set

dry ail and supplements
portable telephone set
cable for telephone

tape recorder

aneroid altimeter (for Radiosonde Calibration)

aneroid altimeter (for aviation)
portable aneroid altimeter
boiling point thermometer
barograph (weekly winding)

thermometer

10 km

280 g
1,200 »
60 v
450
1,600 v

960 v

3,000 v
90 v
80 »
1,000 0
800 v
300
300 v

1,870 v

4,000 ¢
3,500 »

1,200 »
9,8008/ 11

5,000 ¢
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NOTE : Asterisc shows the instrument not used. (% FNIER LA 2723 M)

maximum thermometer

minimum thermometer
thermograph (weekly winding)
Assmann’s aspiration psychrometer
polymeter (small time lag)
hygrograph (weekly winding)
wind vane and air meler
propeller dynamo anemometer
telescope

transit

=

L S . T T U R SR T - Y
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7 B — B %
List of Food Suppiy
THERB X UR—=R « * » ¥ 7Ok asamm
March & Base Camp Ration (15 menjweek)
LR w O

ifem weight (g

4 B sugar 19,250
yis Ei -1 table soit 2,460
B L o 95 0 powdered soy 840
Hh oD B W dried bonito 1,900
r F o v 7 ketchut 1,410
G ) condensed vinegar 350
AT A % “miso " (bean-mash) 1,000
# £ T mustard 360
B2 AL 3 “ sansho "powder (Japanese pepper) 80
B b &5 U powdered ** wasabr "’ (horse-radish) 280
ook o E P Japanese red pepper seasoning 80
r - % currv bowder 200

z I x 3 white pepher 100
LS (%) * “ajinomoto” (seasoning) 400
5/ oM - 9 “fukujinzuke ' (a kind of pickle) 1,280
B b2 salted sea-urchin 1,350
i F saited squid 1.950
1 F pickled plums 300
p) b “nori’ (dried tarer) 1,020
EA B AL dried sea tangle 100
Vvt eV —k—THhADH wiener sausage (tinned) 1,440
n oA D ATDTH sliced ham (tinned) 240
T - VeV — 7 corned beet 560
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ot — % &

T CHEHATH tinned tuna 560
Wwh LA tinned sardine 600
hE M ADTHD smoked oyster (tinned) 400
F oL 5 dried cod-fish 150
1D ¢ AE smoked salmon 320
R HF w F g spagett 1,275
¥ b4 — 7 instant soup 980
B M x - 7 cube soup 160
£x * green lea 2,400
i# Zx green tea powder 160
ZHh—=2 )N} fruits sall 160
¥ E3 r 7 powdered milk 640
¥ o 5 ' fruits drops 1,400
Foa—4 v a chewing gum 500
R ASH (BhAs B AT tinned fruits (orange, peach, apricot) 5,400
F oL B A S dried apple 300
£ 9 Hh A Japanese bean sweets 1,710
ERREE QA UAs Lednd, 1230NAF ) dried vegetables (carrot, potato, spinach) 500

it total 54,565

R—=R « %% v 7RI onmm
Base Camp Special Ration (6 men/week)

R (ERE, v, 33 NAED) dried vegetables (onion, cabbage, spinach) 380
FEV e R—Fl s A—ThATH chicken noodle soup (finned) 390
N oL A D sticed ham (tinned) 480
VavFet—k—Y AT wiener sausage (tinned) 720
KT —hADE butter (tinned) 300
L x93 W powdered soy 240
= = T cocoa 620
F a I L —F choeolate 570

&t total 3,700

177



fit 23
N—2 « ¥ x ¥ 7ViRht cxnmame v)
Base Camp Additional Ration
i3 b3 sugar 8,250
fr H table salt 1,640
T F o 9 7 ketchut 3,840
b3 IE + mustard 180
& AL D “ sansho” powder (Japanese pepper) 140
'S (2] F# ** ajinomoto " (se ing) 200
=2 7 salted sea-urchin 1,620
i 35 salted squid 2,340
T4 rF oV —t—UhAioD wiener sausage (tinned) 3,780
T = e~ 7 corned beet 560
FCAHAEDADTD tinned tuna 560
e L 72 5 dried cod-fish 600
B x F powdered rice-cake 7,200
1 K R — 7 instant soup 280
’”~ 4 — butter 300
Ed % green tea 600
E7 P green fea powder 30
= ] 7 cocou 1,280
F a I b—-1t chocolate 2,400
BoOR T #® black tea powder 600
o N 7 powdered milk 2,480
F A H 7 = Nescaré 1,200
EnASH Bt AHAD truits tinned (peach, orange) 6,200
£ 9 A Jupanese bean sweets 1,560
< 7 3 v £ vitamin tablets 1,160
T T H total 49.050
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BAT* ~ v 7 5Bl enmsm
High Camp Special Ration (6 menweek)

WARIFHE (EQE, ¥ »=v, E3NAZS)

FRy e X=FI+ R—=THADTH
N oL A DD
TAwF Y ——=ThATD

N —hAAD

73 ) ES

L ox 2 0w

ROMADS (AT, B 254D
A A 7 =

t *®

dried vegetable (onion, cabbage, spinach)
chicken noodle soup (tinned)

sliced ham (tinned)

wiener scusage (tinned)

hutter tinned)

“* ayinomoto ' (seasoning)

powdered soy

tinned fruits (apricol, peach, orange)
Nescaté a’

green tea powder

m P * + v 7 Ranem

ERAT o by ZV—b B Y FEE77 99—

IyFrARILT

$i N 7

B K &L %
v ® ¥ B R
2| w L
FRNF rFEizEd—
F - z
& Ak & 93

EHAT, 77 2713 HHE
E D‘ w 7 z
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Highcamp Ration (1 man/day)

bisquit, cream-sandwich or cracker

condensed milk

powdered milk

tea powder

temon howder

cube sugar

Ovaltine or Quaker oats

cheese

rasin

dried apricot, dried plum, or sweetened beans

fruit drops

220
. 100
15
15
10
80
S0
40
50
130
80



T
vy

Y7}

+ 2
A -7
I v g
Fe2alb—t}

strawbersy jam
cube soup
vitamin tabiet

soft chocolate

#

fotal

85
16

320

956
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of 1,500 kilos (900 miles) about the foots of Annapurna and Manaslu gathering a wvast
lore of information on the region.

107.

108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

113.

114.

116.

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122,

123,

124,

* * *

Baskets full of rhododendrons and white orchids are gathered in the Katmandu suburbs to be offered
to god.

A Brahman village of round-roofed dwelling lie west of Pokhara. Despite their priesthood, its in-
habitants cultivate the fields and lead a pure, but meagre, life.

The Himalayan foothills, such as near Arughat Bazar, are speckled with Indian sals (Shorea robusta)
blossoms of intense fragrance.

A Nepalese child happily riding a swing was seen by the roadside during the descent of Kakani pass,
At festival time four of them are said to be set up.

Dressed in their best, these Gurung lasses near Trisuli Bazar are on their way to a festival. Their
men are the world famous Gurkha soldiers.

Both the French and apanese expeditions camped at the clearing shown in the foreground of Tukucha
village. The inhabitants are Thakaris, but live Tibetans. In the background stretches an arm of snow-
covered DLaaulagiri.

The westernmost camp of the journey was pitched on May 8 at the upper reaches of the Keha
Lungpa. The day was fair in the wake of the driving snow the previous day, but the stream froze
in the intense cold. The party suffered from lack of firewood and shortage of provisions here.
Tieje La Pass at the headwaters of the Keha Lungpa. Water flowing down the other side of the
divide does not enter the Gandaki but Karnari River. Far beyond rises Mukt Himal.

Dhaulagiri (8,172 meters) as seen from near Dheolari. To its right is Tukucha Peak. A thousand
meters below this barley field flows the Kari Gandaki.

The scientific team ascends Nissango Bhanpyang (pass) on leaving Muktinath. At this altitude the
vaks became stronger.

The rugged plateau of Kari Gandaki is covered with an abundant growth of Ephedra, the only vege-
tation in the vicinity. Beyond is Nissango Bhanpyang (pass).

These 6,000-meter class chain of peaks east of the Jargeng Khola’s headwaters, usually wrapped in
clouds, have been seen by few people.

Looking down the dreaded Buri Gandaki towards Ngyak from Sringi Himal, one can realize how
high up he is. Far down the valley lies Arughat Bazar.

The cairn (right) at Thaple Bhanjyang (4,900 meters), reached on July 1, marks the Nepal-Tibet
border. The caravan of yaks carry rice for Tibet and bring back salt to Nepal.

In summer months, nomadic Tibetan herders are encamped for several days’ stretch at one place
and move on to another. They milk cows and make cheese and ghee.

Small blue Meconapsis (M. horridula) grow above the 4,500-meter level. Much patience was needed to
find even one of these.

Yellow Meconapsis (M. nepalensis) grow to a height of two meters. Boiled, its stalk is edible as a
salad which the Sherpas found delicious.

Tibetan mountains as seen to the east from Mura Pajan Bhanjyang (pass).

Shown are Tibetans making cheese. As the sun breaks through, they quickly set to work to dry
them. Pictured are two women laying out noodle-like long strips of cheese on filthy woolen garments.
Tibetan cheese is full of dust.

A huge glacier flows down this valley, situated south of Ganesh Himal’s main peak, the headwaters
of the Tolo Gompa Khola.
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87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.
93.

Snow-and-ice mantled Manaslu, illuminated by the first rays of sunrise, glitters like a gigantic radiant
mass of gold in the dark green thin air 8,000 meters up. Note the clouds of powdery smow whipped
up by the wind blowing furiously near the top. The moon hovers high above to the left. The
picture was taken with 250 mm. telescopic lens on June 5 at 5 a.m. from base camp.

Flora of Manaslu

The Polygonatum Hookeri that bloom in early spring are distinctive for their refreshing lavender
hue and extremely small size.

Androsace strigillosa, resembling primroses, grow abundantly in sparsely wooded areas and in shadows
of rocks. Their petals’ upper surface is white, but the under side is dark red.

Berberis aristata are thorny bush and bear clusters of yellow blossoms. They half cover fields.
Luxuriant growths of lilac-colored Rhododendro campanulatum blossoms in the spring practically
envelop the base camp envirous at Sama.

White Anemone rupicola are found in sparsely forested areas and shadows of rocks.

Primula stuartii, whose blossoms resemble yellow primroses, grow in abundance near the base camp
and has an unpleasant pungent odor.

Primula denticulata, the Himalayan primrose, is a typical primrose variety of the Himalayas. They
have pink blossoms.

Crossing Larkya Pass

95-96. The climbing expedition having broken base camp on June 8 crosses 5,230-meter Larkya Bhanjyang

97.

100.
101.

102.
103.
104.

(pass) to descend Marsyandi gorge on the return trek.
A view of Manaslu’s northern side from Larkya shows the summit towering high beyond the pinnacle.

Near the site of the expedition’s Camps 7 and 8 the steep solpe is scarred by paths left by crashing
avalanches.

* * *

Manaslu from Bimtakothi, which was reached after descending Larkya pass. Adjacent to North Col
at the extreme left stretches the extensive flat snowfield. Manaslu’s crest projects slightly to the left
of the snowfield. The contours of the pinnacle and plateau, left of the flat area, may be compre-
hended by comparing observations from both the northern side, as seen from Larkya, and the western
side.

Crude bamboo-rope suspension bridges span Marysandi gorge.

The caravan battles the elements as the rainy monsoon scason sets in.

Huge bamboo-woven umbrellas, called “ghum” for protection against the sun and rain are lined in-
side with white birch bark.

A variety of Aristolochia are found in the Pokhara vicinity.

The Swiss geologist Dr. Hagen, Mita and Takagi discuss their experiences at the samp at Tar.

A splendid view of Annapurna range is presented at Pokhara where the expedition members waited
two weeks for a plane to take them home.

The 1953 Scientific Expedition

(Photos by S. Nakao)

Soon after departure from Katmandu the expedition’s scientific team of Sasuke Nakao

and Jiro Kawakita separated from the climbing expedition and made a long 140-day trek
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717.
78.
79.

80.

81.
82,
83.

84,

86.

(12) Sakuta Takebushi
(13) Takayoshi Yoda
(14) Members of the climbing expedition assembled at Camp 4.

* * *

Avalanche! With a thunderous rumble, roar and crash, a mighty avalanche of tons of ice, snow and
debris plunges 2,000 meters down Manaslu’s northern face.

Raging blizzards howling past Naike Col buried tents under heavy blankets of snow.

Climbers using fixed rope scale the Black Rock between Camps 4 and 5.

Stiff gusts of westerly windblasts whip high columns of powdery snow into the air above Manaslu’s
North Peak. To the right, the naked face of the Black Rock is uncovered by the wind.

Expedition Collaborators:

The Sherpas.

(1) Gyalgen

(2) Pansy

(3) Sarki

(4) Ang Tsering IV

(5) Tlakpa

(6) Ang Norbu

(7) Nigma Sitar

(8) Ghundi

(9) Migma Steri

(10) Ang Tember

(11) Ang Dowa

(12) Nima Tensing II

(13) Kippa

(14) Nym Temba

(15) Ang Tsering V
Porters.

(16) Lakarbagha

(17) Haibang

(18) Sampat -

* * *

Sherpas, heavily burdened with supplies, toil laboriously along red flag markers up the icefall.
Camp 6 is pitched by a couloir in the icefall sector at 6,100 meters.

Climbers scaling the icefall are dwarfed to ant-size by the immensity of Manaslu. The photo was
taken using 250 mm. lens from Camp 4.

The Summit Attack Fails

To prepare for the second assault on the summit on May 29, Camp 8 was pitched at 7,100 meters on
North Col.

The summit attack team of (right to left) Jiro Yamada, Shojiro Ishizaka and Kiichiro Kato are wished
good luck by Sakuta Takebushi and Masataka Takagi as the trio takes off for the assault on May 81.
After spending a night at Camp 9 (7,500 meters) above the plateau, Kato, Yamada and Ishizaka set out

on the final dash for the summit in the early morning of June 1.

* * *
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53.
54.
55.

60,
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

73.
74.

75.

Village folk of Sama peer curiously inside a tent from where the portable radio blares forth.

The 13 members of the climbing expedition gather for a shot on finishing a stretch of work.
Before piles of food supplies, Jiro Yamada, in charge of provisions, explains about the rations to
expedition members.

A steam bath set up at the edge of the camp is enjoyed by the party. A simple affair, consisting
of pouring water on hot stones, it serves the purpose nicely.

“Yum, yum!” A supper of yak steak broiled over a flat stone griddle on a camp stove proves very
popular. As much as 16 kilos (35 pounds) of meat disappeared in little time.

Yamada wasn’t slicking up to go to any party in the high mountains in having a tonsorial job done
by Kiichiro Kato.

The campfire scene is enlivened by a Sherpa putting on a native dance.

* * *

The northeastern side of Manaslu as seen from a 4,000-meter height near the base camp,

Shojiro Ishizaka is shown leading a communications line party and Hideo Yamazaki, in the foreground.
Camp 1 was set up at 4,600 meters on April 21.

A party sets out on skis to reconnoitre above the glacier near the 5,300-meter level.

Battling the elements, Sherpas tote heavy loads of equipment and supplies up to advance camps.
Pankaibuchi as seen from Camp 2 above Manaslu Glacier.

Manaslu in the setting sun.

Following the expedition from Katmandu to Camp 4 was this dog, called Ron and petted by the
party members.

Masataka Takagi (left) and Sakuta Takebushi crawl out of their tents at Camp 2 and inhale deeply
the refreshing morning ir.

Loudly chanting their native folksongs, Sherpas drop down from Camp 4 in the early morning hours
to relay another load of supplies up-mountain.

Before the summit attack, Camp 4, which may well be called the advance base camp, was set up on
the snowfields of Naike Col (5,600 meters). From here Manaslu’s north side towers abruptly before
one’s eyes.

East of Camp 4, Naike Peak (6,200 meters) is a beautiful curved contour of white.

Takebushi (center) explains to Sherpas the captions of Manaslu photos appearing in a copy of the
Mainichi newspaper, delivered to Camp 4.

Yamazaki obtains blood from Muraki’s ear (right) for blood tests.

The Ganesh Himal mountains towering into the skies east of Camp 4 at 5,600 meters seem within an
arm’s reach. The pyramid-shaped peak in the center is Ganesh I and to its right, Ganesh II. In
the lower photograph, Sringi Himal is shown at the left. The pictures were taken with 250 mm,
telephoto lens.

Members of Climbing Expedition:

(1) Yukio Mita

(2) Masataka Takagi
(3) Jiro Taguchi

(4) Taian Kato

(5) Hirokichi Tatsunuma
(6) Masayoshi Murayama
(7) Junjiro Muraki

(8) Kiichiro Kato

(9) Jiro Yamada

(10y& Hideo Yamazaki

(11) Shojiro Ishizaka

14



36.

37.
38.

39.
40,
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42,
45,

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.
51.

52.

The village of Pangsing lies on a mountainside. A part of Ganesh Himal is shown in the back-
ground.

On entering Lidanda village, snow-covered craggy peaks begin to hove into sight. Most of the in-
habitants beyond this area are Tibetans.

The encampment area of Ngyak is surrounded by a great forest of pines. The size of the pine cones
of the five-needled trees is remarkably large.

* * *

The Himalayas appear to be the home of these Tibetans.

A nomadic Tibetan family that wanders back and forth across Himalayan mountain passes rests by
the roadside.

Some Tibetans neither trim their hair nor bathe, but adorn themselves.

A Tibetan Lama nun spins a goat yarn.

Manaslu in all its majesty firs: came into sight on reaching the village of Lho on April 17 after a
long arduous trek from Katmandu. This view of the white giant's east face shows to the left the lofty
summit and to its right, the pinnacle projecting like a pricked ear high into the thin air. This pic
ture was taken using 250 mm. telephoto lens from top of a hill at Lho.

Reminiscent of Africa, Euphorbias are found in the Himalayan foothills.

A panoramic view of Manaslu from Lho. A Lama pagoda, called “chorten”, stands at the entrance
of the village. People walk on the left side.

A “chorten” at the entrance of Sama.

Bones of dead Lama priests are ground, mixed with mud and moulded into balls called “tsatsa”.
They are placed at Lama shrines..

A Buddhist altar was seen at the home of a Tibetan village head. At its entrance was a row of
“mani” bearing scriptures. Each of these drum-shaped “mani” are spun as one advances to the altar.
Many kinds of Buddhist images adorn the gorgeous altar.

The second floor of two-storied Tibetan homes made of piled slate is used as living quarters and
the ground floor, for shops. Inside one ofthese dwellings a couple grinds corn.

Faces of the Natives

The majority of races inhabiting Nepal are of mixed Idongol and Aryan blood.

Mountain and plains dwelling people differ widely in racial characteristics, the Mongols dominating
the former. The Draidian racial blood of India is dominant in (1), (3) and (4); the Mongol, in (2),
(5), (6) and (12); and the Aryan, in (7), (8), (9), (10) and (11). Marks on the forehead and aose in
(7), (8) and (9) distinguish their religious sects. The long distinguish their religious sects. The long
plaits of hair in (3) are “choti” of Indian priests. (13) shows Gurung dairymaids living in the Buri
Gandaki area.

The Expedition Base Camp

The expedition base camp is situated at 3,850 meters (12,631 feet) near the extreme tip of Manaslu
Glacier.

The Japanese flag flutters in the Himalayan breeze at base camp.

Monstrous Manaslu Glacier with its countless crevasses sprawls at the foot of Manaslu.

A Day at Base Camp

Distribution and examination of equipment and food supplies are begun without delay following
establishment of the camp.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

meters) of its eastern ridge. To the left is the main peak and to its right, the pinnacle.
Footprints of an unknown huge creature was seen on the moraine of Manaslu’s eastern ridge. On
recognizing them, a Tibetan Sherpa shouted, “It’s a yeti!” and fled. Cloud they have been footprints
of the Abominable Snowman? :

Snow-capped Sringi Himal is reflected picturesquely on the mirror-smooth waters of Kal Tal (lake).
The Larkya market place is the trading post between Tibet and Nepal. After crossing the Buri
Gandaki to the right bank, Sama is only a short distance away. To the south rises a ridge of Himal-
chuli.

The expedition, having completed final preparations at Katmandu, sets out from the Nepalese capital
on March 26 and 27 with more than 300 Sherpas and porters.

Intense mid-summer heat of over 40°C tormented the venturers on the trek through the lowlands. On
coming to rivers members of the party would strip and take to the stream.

Herds of water buffalos roaming in marshes were a common sight.

Nepalese women toil laboriously, cultivating rice fields and transporting burdens. Dressed in black
and wearing red necklaces, they cross mountain and valleys with loads and peddle their wares.
Girls laden with wooden planks, beliecved to weigh as much as 80 kilos (175 pounds), to be used as
lumber for building construction descend a mountain path.

A young girl squats naked on the dirt floor of a humble peasan: home. The woman who rocks the
baby crib seems to be expecting another baby.

A Nepalese bamboo craftsman cleaves a piece of bamboo to weave baskets.

A girl dressed in her best plants a stalk at a rice planting festival.

The 1953 Climbing Expedition

(Photos by T. Yoda)

In April, 1953, the base camp was established at Sama and the ascent was launched.

However, the summit attempt unfortunately met with failure and a second try was vowed.

26.

217.

28.
29.

#* £ *

Smiles of contentment illuminate the faces of these carefree, innocent Nepalese shepherd boys who
spend their days chasing or rounding up cows and goats.

Junjiro Muraki counts piles of silver coins to be paid porters for their services. These as well as
cigarettes are handed them on presentation of numbered tags.

The tent camp is pitched in a mango grove at Trisuli Bazar.

On reaching Buri Gandaki gorge the journey leads over precarious, primitive trails.

The Tortuous Road of Buri Gandaki

30-32. Heavily laden barefooted porters, chanting satras, plod hazardously over crude foot-cramping log

33.

gangways tressed on the fringes of Buri Gandaki’s rocky precipices. Bridges across and along the gorge
are built remarkably scientifically.

Visits to Nepal Himalaya Villages

The two parties that started out from Katmandu a day apart enjoy a reunion after many days about
a camp table at Ngyak on April 8.
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Photo Captions

The 1952 Reconnaissance Expedition

(Photos by S. Takebushi, J. Taguchi, S. Nakao and K. Hayashi)

The reconnaissance expedition of the Japanese Alpine Club to scout Manaslu, the.

8,125-meter (26,658-foot) Himalayan giant, left Katmandu in the middle of September,
1952, In the course of a three-month journey during which Manaslu was skirted, a route
to scale the peak was found on its eastern side.

10.

11.

12.

13.

* * *

Porters, teamed in groups of threes and fives, lock hands as they pick their way across shallow stretchés
of streams.
The Tadi Khola is crossed three days after leaving Katmandu. The way boatmen sponge one for wine

money to carry him across streams on their flimsy dugouts during the monsoon season in Nepal is
as bad as palanquin-carriers in old Japan.

Such clump of peepal and banyan trees whose roots entwine rocks are encountered here and there
on roads of Nepal, offering inviting oases for travelers.

Rustic lodging and tea houses on the banks of the Tadi Khola beckon travelers awaiting transporta-
tion across the river, reminding one of those on the Tokaido road of old Japan.

Sherpas who cooperated with out expedition: (left to right) Anno, Sarki, Dako, Gyalgen, Pansy and
Ang Tsering IV.

The party prepares to leave a camp at 5,850 meters in the morning to climb 6,200-meter Chulu. From
here Annapurna III in the background looms high.

Posing for a shot at the foot of Annapurna IV are expedition members (left to right) Kazuhiko Ha-
yashi, Masataka Takagi, Kinji Imanishi, Sasuke Nakao and Jiro Taguchi. Shown at the right is
Sakuta Takebushi, who joined the expedition later in Nepal.

The whole village of Braga turns out to thresh barley. The Tibetan dwellings straddling the steep
cliffside in the shadows of Annapurna range like eagles’ nests remind one of a scene depicted in the
motion picture “Lost Horizon". '
“Chorten” and “moendang” are found at entrances of Himalayan villages. Lama scriptures and

“Budhako murti” (images of Buddha) to lead devout villagers and travelers are carved on slate rocks

of “moendang”. This work represents the God of Joy.

Unlike its eastern face, the western side of Manaslu, as seen from near Namun Bhanjyang (pass'},
4,300 meters, presents an impressive view of the 8,000-meter giant. To the right is P.XXIX.

A range of jagged icy peaks beyond Bimtakothi, as seen from Larkya Bhanjyang (pass). Three
glaciers originate from this region. Shown to the left is Cheo Himal and to the right, Himlung
Himal, both over 7,000-meters.

A caravan of yaks cross Larkya Bhanjyang (pass) on the Nepal-Tibet border loaded with grain from
the Nepalese plains for Tibet. On the return trip it brings back salt, wool and dyestuff.

The northwest flank of Manaslu, spewing forth puffs of powdery snow, is impressively rugged, as seen
from near Bimtakothi, in contrast to the more gentle slope of the east side.

The knife-edged jagged icy mantle of Manaslu’s southeastern wall, as seen from the saddle (5,300
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inevitable retreat and defeat.

According to their opinion, the balance of the route leading up the summit presented no formidable
obstacles from the technical point of view. Well acclimatized climbers who might be able to stay over-
night at say, a Camp 10, with the possibility that such could be established, might stand a reasonable
chance of attacking the summit on the following day. Of course, this is all a conjecture based on all factors
being just right at the same time. W

To mark the altitude attained, a Japanese flag was planted on the spot with pitons, and a picture
taken of it. At 2.40 p.m. the group reached Camp 9 where everything was picked up save the tent for
the descent from the plateau. Snow conditions had so deteriorated on this day that an hour and a half
was taken to cover a 150-meter descent. Members at Camp 4 glued their eyes on the descending figures
.and showed little anxiety fearing that some injury might have overtaken the party. After they negotiated
the dangerous sector of the slope they were met by the support party from Camp 8, and continued down to
Camp 7 where they stayed overnight.

Thus were we beaten in our bid for the summit. There remained no opportunity for another attack
due to our having already exceeded the time limit set by our schedule. Most of the members and Sherpas
had already been above Camp 4 from 30 to 40 days, and it was obvious that another immediate attempt
would have been beyond their physical capacity. Food and fuel were again running short, and the weather
heralded the approach of the monsoon.

By June 3 all the camps were evacuated, and the entire party reached the more homely atmosphere
of the base camp where it was warmly welcomed by Pansy and others. After leading an existence of several
weeks in the white realm of snow it was a welcome relief to be back in the green-cArpeted valley. Spring
was in the air, and from wide varieties of alpine flowers in full bloom wafted the sweetest fragrance. Yaks
from Sama and other neighboring villages roamed lazily on the pastures around our base camp, and bells
of different makes slung around these animals’ necks brought forth sweet and soothing melodies.

On the evening of June 3, preparations were afoot for a grand banquet to be held, and a few bottles
of wines had already been uncorked when the interpreter Sagar rushed into the mess tent with the stu-
pendous news: The Katmandu radio announced that Everest has been scaled by two members of the
British expedition. We, of course, rather doubted it at first, but a few minutes later a subsequent report
came confirming the news source as the British Embassy at Katmandu, and that the two members were
Hillary and Tensing. The news was to us a sentation without parallel. We voiced heartfelt admiration
for the British party and joy that it was they who gained the victory after ten big efforts spread over
32 years. But there was a slight tinge of regret that there were no higher mountains left to conquer on
the face of the earth. A congratulatory message was dispatched by the first courier to catch the British
party at Katmandu.

On June 8 our base camp was completely evacuated, and return journey to Pokhara via Larkya Pass
began. As we ascended the pass, the magnificent northeastern face of Manaslu looked defiant as ever. The
slope leading up to the plateau was scarred with the paths of more than ten avalanches that had smashed
their way from the edge of the plateau down to the Camp 7 level. This slope was last seen from Bim-
takothi on the day following the Larkya Pass crossing.

Bidding our last fond farewell to the huge white castle of Manaslu from its western side, we contin
ued our march to Pokhara while discussions for route to be taken next year was carried on enthusiastically
each night in camps.
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the camp now well stocked with provisions and appetites well restored, both Sahibs and Sherpas became as
fit and well as ever. The weather on these days held in the morning but, more often than not, turned
cloudy in the afternoons with snow flurries or blizzards following.

By May 30 all the camps up to No. 8 were again re-occupied. However, strong winds prevented the
attack party from leaving Camp 8 on its final assault until the morning of May 31 when the wind subsided
and the skies cleared completely. Kiichiro Kato, Jiro Yamada and Shojiro Ishizaka comprised the assault
group supported by six young and strong Sherpas, led by Hideo Yamazaki.

Leaving Camp 8 at 9.30 a.m. the party made good time owing to more favorable snow conditions. They
passed their previous bivouac site much earlier than on first climb. Here the slopes rose sharply to an
average gradient of 50 degrees. Rock slabs were often felt under the 30-cm. deep snow, and going grew
perilous for the heavily laden Sherpas.

No sooner had they reached a point only 15 meters below the edge of the plateau and ropes were
about to fixed for the Sherpas when Ang Tember slipped down the steep face and disappeared below a
projecting rock. Very fortunately, however, Ghundi who was dragged down by Ang Tember saved himself
and Tember by firmly anchoring himself with his crampons on this rock. Ghundi is said to have carried
loads above 8,000 meters on Everest, and he more than lived up to his reputation on this occasion.

By 240 p.m. the entire party stood east of the rock tower at the extreme western edge of the plateau.
A whymper tent bolstered by pitons was pitched at the measured altitude of 7,500 meters.

To Yamazaki fell the unwelcome task of leading the support party of Sherpas back down the precipi-
tous slope. The Sherpas seemed frustrated and unhappy, and to add to Yamazaki’s predicament, he him-
self was suffering from dizzy spells, Kato and Yamada saw them off on the first leg of the descent with
an anchored rope, enabling each Sherpa to descend the icy slope step by step. Approximately 200 meters
of painfully slow progress had been made when Hlak%pa and Ang Norbu lost their footing, dragging Yama-
zaki down with them. Yamazaki fortunately had enough strength left to anchor the two Sherpas’ fall by
using his iceaxe”in the nick of time. The party finally made it back to Camp 8, arriving in a state of com-
plete exhaustion.

As usual, later in the day the sky became overcasa with cumulo-cirrus clouds accompanied by westerly
winds and snow flurries. At 6 p.m. the temperature was —25°C while the minimum during the night was
—32°C.

Meanwhile, at Camp 9 the assault party of three were enjoying “miso-zosui”, made with Alpha rice,
for dinner. (miso-—paste made from soya beans and normally used in soups; Alpha rice—rice dried after
boiling and ready for immediate use either by pouring hot water or by boiling). Yamada slept well while
the other two seemed to have had a restless night due mainly to the narrowness of the tent.

The night settled calm and quit and June 1 dawned even finer than the previous morning. Getting
up at 4.30 a.m. they left Camp 9 at 7 am., roped together in the following order: Yamada, Ishizaka and
Kato. The ice plateau extended up as far as the summit, and the surface of the ice was so hard that even
the spikes of iceaxes were found to be of no avail. Only the sharp points of the crampons could be
relied upon.

Complicated networks of crevasses were encountered all the way though their mont*; were not opened
too wide for discomfort. The flag markers had to be thrust into narrow cracks of the ice. The ice plateau
swept upward to the summit in three broad steps. The foot of the second step was attained at 9.30 a.m.
and its ascent was rough going as they had to plough through powdered snow patched with skavra. Clouds
began to appear ominously in the west and the gathering winds spattered snow on the southwestern
edge of the plateau. The summit looking as unattainable as ever looked down forbiddingly on the three
tiny black specks toiling upwards so slowly as to seem motionless.

At length the third step was approached. Here a halt was called to discuss the advisability of further
ascent. The altitude here was 7,750 meters, and only another 375 meters to the summit! It was high noon
already, and another estimated five hours were required to cover the remaining distance under similar con-
ditions. Considering the fickle weather, limited time for the descent, and the physical conditions of the
members, the decision to retreat was made. Indeed, it must have been a bitter pill for the three. One
can only imagine their chagrin. However, they were faithful to our order to be brave in the face of an



rice to bread enjoyed it. We also like the “chapatti” made by the Sherpas. Everyone had good appetites.
Topping us all was young Ishizaka, whom the Sherpas dubbed the “Khana (food) Sahib”.

Takagi’s report awaiting us at Lho, the last camp before reaching Sama, warned Dr. Tatsunuma of
a rumored typhus epidemic in Sama. The thrill and excitement that went through our spines on having
our first sight of Manaslu from a neighboring hill at Lho is beyond description in words.

The Summit Assaults

The expedition reached Sama (3,850 meters), the base camp site, on April 13.

Although snow fell nearly every day, the necessary preparations to establish the higher camps were
begun without delay. Nearly eight tons of supplies and equipment were unpacked and readied for onward
transport under supervision of expedition members and the more experienced of the Sherpas.

The camps were gradually extended upward, and on April 20 Camp 4 was set up at Naike Col (5,600
meters) between North Col and Naike Peak. This col separates the Larkya and Manaslu Glaciers. While
endeavoring to make this camp as strong and comfortable in every way determined efforts were made at
the same time to proceed through the deep and dangerous icefall region leading up to North Col. Camp
5 (6,000 meters), Camp 6 (6,100 meters) and Camp 7 (6,600 meters) were established in stages, and finally
on May 15 Camp 8 (7,100 meters) was pitched on North Col.

Over 500 red flag markers were planted along the route at intervals averaging 50 yards on the glacier
and the tortuous paths through the seracs from Camp 2 to North Col. Those markers served to maintain
open the transportation route during the duration of the climbing activities from base camp to Camp 8.

Our original plan was to attack the summit on or before May 19, but inclement weather conditions
forced us to postpone our schedule. The weather reports transmitted by the All India Radio from May 1,
as previously arranged, informed us of frequent appearances of monsoon conditions over the Bay of Bengal.
The situation was such that to avoid being caught in the monsoon it was imperative that our climbing
activities be completed at the latest before the end of May.

On the morning of May 19 the assault party of Kiichiro Kato and Yamada left Camp 8 to reconnoitre
the high plateau leading to the summit. They encountered soft snow and were compelled to plough
through knee-deep snow all the way.

They were able to attain only the 7,200 meter altitude where the slope steepened abruptly by § p.m.
In the absence of a suitable spot to pitch a tent, they dug a hole in hard snow in which they spent the
night huddled together. Kato slept soundly but Yamada woke up frequently during the night to clear the
snow which clogged the hole opening. We were heartened on learinng that they managed to camp out at
such altitutes without much difficulties. Admittedly both climbers were not inexperienced in this type ot
improvization in the snow. Kato had experienced over 70 nights in snow caves in the Japanese Alps on
winter expeditions.

Unfortunately the weather deteriorated the following morning, and fresh snow avalanches were seen
plunging down on both sides of the snow cave where they were bivouaced. The situation becoming more
precarious for further ascent, they reluctantly returned to Camp 8.

By this time the physical conditions of all members of the party became a problem, the high altitude
affecting some of the Sherpas rather seriously. Sirder Gyalgen and young Mima Steri were ordered by Dr.
Tatsunuma to descend to base camp. Sarki, the strongest of them all who had climbed to Camp 5 on An-
napurna, was escorted by Taguchi down to Camp 4. No less a serious blow to our plans was the insuf-
ficiency of provisions and fuel at the higher camps for a decisive effort. The young Nepali student Dilli,
who enthusiastically had volunteered his services as interpreter, took ill at Camp 4 and was sent down to
base camp on a Sherpa’s back.

An order was thus issued to the upper camps for a general withdrawal to Camp 4 on Naike Col. At
the reunion of all members an assortment of fresh food—considered luxuries at these altitudes—cooked by
Pansy, the cook, at base camp were relayed to Camp 4 daily. Even snowy days did not deter the two teams
of faithful porters who transported them to Camp 2 to keep open this flow of invigorating rations. With



perfect safety. We directed our course towards the northwest, through the British Residency, th-
most beautiful and clean quarter in Katmandu, and through Nagar-yon, a hill famous for a cave where
Nagarjuna, a great Bodhi-Sattva, used to medidate. We arrived at a village called Jittle-Pedee in the
=vening, and passed the night under the eaves of a shopkeeper’s house.

The present Ruler of Nepal is a Hindu, and keeps the caste system as rigidly as it s kept in
India, where the people belonging to that religion do not allow a foreigner to enter their rooms, or
to eat with them. Therefore we were obliged to pass the night outside a house, or under a rock, or
in the forests. Here | must not omit some interesting things about my travels among the Himalaya
mountains from Katmandu to the lake Manasarovara through Nepal. The country being extra-ter-
ritorial, I believe no bold European or American had trodden this precipitous path before me: hence I
would like to mention everything connected therewith, but as my object is Tibet, I cannot spend much
space on the inner Himalayas of Nepal. I shall only mention briefly what will be considered interest-
ing by my readers in general.

On the third day of our departure from Katmandu, we travelled for more than forty miles,
and arrived at a small trading town called Chung, situated on the west band of the Kirong river
(Tirsuli Gandaki). Just north of town, on the bank of that river there is a pretty forest in which we
slept well through night, in a lonely spot, lulled by the rolling sounds of the mountain river's grand
music. Early on the following morning we started on the northwestern path leading Pokhara, although
there is a short we only five day's journey from the place to Kirong in Tibet; but there the officers of
the frontier guard the passes against all strangers. In three days' journey after this we made about
forty miles, passed the villages Bareng-Bareng and Sareng, and, crossing the river Agu, we arrived at
a famous town, Algata. | have not met with any maps which mention this name. The town is sivated
on the west bank of the natives called Buri-Ganga (Buria Gandaki); this river is crossed by an iron
hanging bridge. The town itself is important on account of its trade with Tibet; | saw more than
fifty people from Tibet and Nishang—a northern frontier province of Nepal.

This road is not particularly difficult, but the stifling heat in the Himalayan lowlands is something
anyone would flinch. Taking a hint from herds of buffalos cooling themselves in streams, on finding
suitable spots some of us would very often strip and take to the water, holding umbrellas for shade against
the burning sun and enjoying some relief. We called this “buffalo-ing”.

We were dismayed by the many passes we had to cross, but the porters, unconcerned, plod on merrily
chanting tunes. Here and there on the trail we lowered our packs at resting places called “chautara™
among clumps of huge banyan trees whose roots entwined a parapet of rocks.

Despite the perilous path along the precipitous walls of the Buri Gandaki gorge, not one man of the
big caravan tumbled down into the river. As the nights grew colder with our ascent up the valley, the
porters passed the nights huddled about fires. While we had expected some of them to desert us because
of the intensifying coldness, only about one percent of the 270 dropped out. Replacements were hired at
nearby villages through the efforts of Dilli Bahadur Verma, liaison man and interpreter, and Sherpas.

Fortunately no one became seriously ill or injured on the trek to Sama. Dr. Tatsunuma rigidly for-
bade us to drink unboiled water and advised cveryonc'indiscriminately on maintenance of health. He also
treated sick inhabitants of villages on the way.

Faithfully following my instructions, Takagi of the advance party left detailed daily reports of his
group's activities at each camping site. These reports always contained amusing incidents. One of them
called the two Katos of his party champion fishermen. They usually caught two pounds of fish in the river
and enjoyed tasty suppers. Takagi also informed me of finding a growth of edible *“warabi” (bracken),
which we welcomed since we were short of fresh vegetables. Since we parted company with the scientific
team on the second day at Panchi Mana Pass we had to depend largely on the botanical knowledge of Take-
bushi, reared in the mountainous Nagano area, to select edible plants.

On the evening of March 31 we pitched camp on on a beautiful grassy knoll, reminding me of greens
often encountered on short golf courses, near the banks of the Ankhu Khola. Here we celebrated my 53rd
birthday with some bottles of Scotch whisky given us by General Kaiser and songs and dances by Sherpas
around a campfire in the shadows of Ganesh Himal. Having heard from Sherpas that Tilman also camped
here, we called it “Tilman Hill",

Economizing on our high camp rations, we relied as much as possible on local foodstuffs, like eggs
and chicken. Chicken may be regarded delicacy, but when had it every day regardless of Pansy, the cook’s,
culinary skill we soon tired of it. Although Nepalese rice is rather poor in quality, we Japanese who prefer



Pansy (cook) 47 51 Ev. '36, Garh. '37, Sik. '38, '39,
Pyramid ‘49, Anna. '50. Garh,
’51, Manaslu '52.

Ang Tsering IV 39 101 K.K. '36, Garh. '47, '51, Pyramid
49, Nepal ’50, Manaslu '52.
Sarki 34 157 Nun Kun 46, Chomo Yumo 46,

Nepal '50, Anna. 50, Garh. '51,
Manaslu 52,

Hlakpa 29 164 Pyramid '49, Panchi Chuli '49,
‘51, Chau Khamba, Sugar Peak
'52.

Ang Norbu 23 172 Ev. '52.

Nigma Sitar 29 164 Sik. '47, Lhonak '48, Ev. ’52.

Nima Tensing 11 24 177 Nepal '52, Sugar Peak '52.

Ghundi 28 167 Chau Khamba, Ev. ‘52,

Ang Tember 29 179 Kamet °52.

Ang Dowa 24 (unregistered) Pyramid ’49, Ev. "52.

Migma Steri 26 » Ev. 52,

Kippa 28 3 Ev. *52.

Nym Temba 20 i Lv. "52.

Ang Tsering V 29 X New.

Liaison Men

Dilli Bahadur Verma (Katmandu) Joined 1952 Manaslu reconnaissance expedition.
Sagar Prasad Sharma (Katmandu)

Katmandu to Sama

The main party of about 100 left Katmandu on March 27, a day later than the 200-man caravan, headed
by Takagi, Darshan and Shah and their families escorted us on cars for 30 minutes to the outskirts of
the city.

Our line of march led on the Pokhara road for about a week to Arughat Bazar, from where it forks
to the right on the tortuous rail along the Buri Gandaki River for two weeks to Sama. Next to the 1952
reconnaissance party, this was the second Japanese expedition to journey over this route. But it must not
be forgotten that a Japanese traveled the same course years ago. He was Ekai Kawaguchi, the first Japanese
to enter Tibet. He left Katmandu in March, 1899 on the long trek. In his “Three Years in Tibet”, he
wrote the following at Jitpurphedi and Arughat Barar where we camped on March 26 and April 1 res-
pectively (p. 4041):

The Sublime Himalava

It was in the beginning of the month of March, 1859, that, followed by a retinuc of three men
and one old dame, I bade farewell to my kind host and, seated on a snow-white pony, given me by
my fatherly friend, left the Kasyapa Buddha tower. I was not in good health that day, on account of
fever and weakness, but 1 was obliged to start from Katmandu, for it was dangerous for me to stay
there any longer, as I was quite a stranger tot he Nepalese, and they might find out my nationailty,
and stop me from preceeding further. So I took the assistance of the horse; and the good animal
proved to be a splendid mountaineer, and carried me up steep ascents and down abrupt descents in
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Ev. '36, '38, K.K. '39, Nun Kun
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Chau Khamba '51, Manaslu "52.



The bustle of preparation work and frequent visitors made my hopes of retrieving my lost sleeping
hours seem impossible. One of my obligations was to pay a courtesy call on high government officials. H.
R.H. King Tribhubana Bir Bikram and high government authorities, all received me cordially and graci-
ously offered their kind cooperation to our expedition for which I expressed my sincere gratitude.

The King's warm words extended to our expedition and the Japanese double cherry blossoms in a
vase set on a table in the Royal Palace left indelible impressions on us. We were also moved by the ail-
ing General Kaiser borne out on an arm chair by four attendants at his mansion to greet us and give us
encouragement. Also unforgettable was the thrilling account of General Kiran Shumsher, Commander-in-
Chief, at his cocktail party, of his several week’s expedition with 75 elephants in which 17 tigers were killed.

Together with provisions, cheap cigareettes, matches, hurricane lanterns, wash bowls, etc. for the
porters, approximately eight tons of supplies and equipment were apportioned among about 270 porters—
an average of G5-pound load for each. All preparations for the caravan of about 300 people, including the
Sahibs and Sherpas, to make the three-week journey were finally completed.

Members Of The 1952-3 Expeditions

The 1952 Reconnaissance Expedition

Dr. Kinji Imanishi 51 Superintendent, Kyoto Uni- Leader of Kyoto University

(leader)

Masataka Takagi

Jiro Taguchi

Sakuta Takebushi

Sasuke Nakao

Kazuhiko Hayashi

40

40

46

35

28

versity Institute of Anthro-
pology and professor of
animal ecology, Kyoto Uni-
versity.
Professor  of
Kobe University.

psychology,

Kishimoto trading company.

Sports  editor, Mainichi

Newspapers.

Assistant professor of plant
breeding, Naniwa University
(Osaka).

Instructor  of
Kyoto University.

pathology,

scientific expeditions to Mon-
golia, Ponape and Hsingan
mountains; J.A.C. trustee.

Several years climbing experi-
ence in Germany and Swiss
Alps (1938-47); high altitude
climbing expert; J.A.C. director.
Much glacier climbing experi-
ence with Takagi in Swiss Alps
(1937-47); J.A.C. director.
Cross-country skier in 1928
Winter Olympic Games and
1928 world students ski cham-
pionships (D’Ampezzo Cortina);
member of first party to conquer
Nanda Kot (Garhwar Himalaya)
in 1936.

Member of expeditions 1o
Ponape, Mongolia, Hsingan
mountains and Saghalin as
scientific researcher.



The 1953 Manaslu Climbing Expedition

By Yukio Mita

Hardly had the reconnaissance party returned to Tokyo in late December, 1952, were preparations for
the challenge on Manaslu rushed.

A room in Dr. Hirokichi Tatsunuma’'s hospital in downtown Tokyo, used by the reconnaissance ex-
pedition, continued to serve as the Japanese Himalaya Expedition headquarters. By January, 1953 the Com-
mitice nearly completed selecting the expedition membership and assembling most of the food supplies and
equipment. Until the day of departure the room was a scene of busy activity from morning to night with
expedition members and others going in and out.

About this time the Himalayan Committee recommended me to be leader of the 1933 expedition. The
task seemed a little too great for me whose experiences consisted of scaling Mt. Alberta of the Canadian
Rockies nearly 20 years ago and making climbing tours in the Sikkim Himalayas and the Kulu region.
Moreover, I considered my age and physical capacities. I believe I was selected for my several years' experi-
ence in India and knowledge of the local language and way of handling the hill people. In accepting the
responsibilities T was encouraged by the quality of the expedition membership, which included such top-
flight experienced Japanese climbers as Masataka Takagi, Jiro Taguchi, Sakuta Takebushi and Sasuke
Nakao. :

Following the advance contingent of four men, headed by Taguchi, our main party took off from Tokyo
International Airport on March 18. Although I do not believe so much in Western superstitions, I was
much relieved when our original scheduled departure on Friday, the 13th, was delayed.

We arrived in Calcutta late in the evening of March 19 and checked in at the Hotel Spences. With-
out a day’s rest, early the next morning the party members began scurrying about in preparations work.
Most of the air-borne baggage was already sent by the advance party by plane to Katmandu. Word came
that the 15 contracted Sherpas from Darjeeling had arrived in the Nepalese capital,

We were kept busily occupied during the few days spent in Calecutta. T had to sweat through a 10-
minute talk in English T was obliged to broadcast over the All India Radio. The some 40 rupees received
as a token of gratitude was, to my amusement, the only income gotten abroad during the entire expedition,

It was a great pleasure to meet Mr. Crawford and Mr. Auden of the Himalayan Club and Dr. Mull
of the Meteorogical Survey Center at a cocktail party given in our honor by Japanese Consul-General Ka-
suya. We were most grateful to Dr. Mull for his kindness in promising to send special weather bulletins
over the All India Radio for our expedition.

On winding up all preparations in Calcutta, Takagi, Muraki and I—the last contingent—lecft Dum
Dum Airport abroad a twin-engined Himalayan Airways plane on March 22. To our disappointment, the
high clouds prevented us from having our first sight of the snow-capped Himalayas. After an otherwise
pleasant flight, our plane set down at the Katmandu airport.

As 1 disembarked with a hickory-shafted, tarnished mashie in place of a walking stick on my arm, |
was immediately hemmed in by members of the advance party and Sherpas. I was first introduced to
Loke Darshan, the Crown Prince's private secretary, a short, but handsome youth, who rendered much
valuable assistance to the Japanese expedition the previous year. Fortunately, by chance, we were able to
meet and talk at length there with former Nepalese Foreign Minister M. P. Koirala who was about to fly
to India.

We were driven by car to the residence of a Mr. Shah in the heart of Katmandu. We were lodged
in a special room on the second floor. On the lawn where our tents were pitched, the Sahibs (expedition
members) and Sherpas were in the midst of work sorting out the mountains of supplies and equipment.



The 1952 Manaslu Reconnaissance Expedition

By Dr. Kinji Imanishi

A Japanese reconnaissance party of six members* including two scientists and one medical doctor left
Katmandu on September 14, 1952, with the object of exploring the Manaslu area, especially the Buri Gan-
daki side of the mountain, and collecting specimens and materials there in the field of natural history.

Led by Dr. Kinji Imanishi, professor of animal ecology at Kyoto University, the party concentrated
the first part of its journey on the Marsyandi side of Annapurna.

It first made an attempt on Annapurna IV following Tilman's route in 1950. The attempt, how-
ever, was frustrated by a heavy snowfall. The Japanese climbing team turned back from 5,700 meters at
the foot of the first ice step. The ropes fixed there by the Tilman party still remained intact, and an axe-
head which had been left by it was recovered by the Japanese team.

Before the team turned to Manaslu, it climbed Chulu (ca. 6,200 meters) on the nothern side of
Marsyandi valley. Three camps were pitched at 5,300 meters, 5,500 meters and 5,850 meters respectively.
The timberline was passed at 4,500 meters and the snowline, at 5,500. The ascent was made on October
25 without encountering technical difficulties.

On the return journey to Thonje, a group of three members traced part of the route to Namun
Bhanjyang to photograph the western face of Manaslu.

The monsoon was already over. In the forests, the crimson foliage of creepers and the yellow leaves
of birches and maples looked beautiful under the blue sky. The season’s most impressive flower was the
purplish gentian.

The party ascended along the Dudh Khola. Some Bhutias were still found at Bimtakothi as Larkya
Bhanjyang had been opened for yak, zho and sheep caravans. On November 9 the party crossed the pass,
the watershed of which was covered by a thin layer of fresh snow.

Observable from the Sama side of the pass beyond the glaciers and snow-clad slopes was a direct route
to the upper plateau region of Manaslu. It was inferred that this route was more advantageous; for the
two cols, one of which is situated between the main peak of Manaslu and the northern peak and other be-
tween the northern peak and its spur, can be used to set up advance bases. This route may probably be
the one discovered by Major Roberts and was later described by Tilman in his new book. “Nepal Hima-
laya™ (p. 201).

The base camp was established at Sama. The northeastern face of Manaslu had been continuously
explored until this camp was evacuated on November 29. The porters were recruited from Lidanda as Sama
was badly infested with typhoid fever. The waters of the Buri Gandaki receded and permitted passage on the
winter route along the riverside. Since the corn and rice fields were barren and dried up, any spot could
be used as a camping ground. Near Arughat Bazar, butterflies and dragonflies were again found flutter-
ing about. The party returned to Katmandu on December 15.

With the experiences gained in this expedition, the Himalayan Committee of the Japanese Alpine
Club decided to send an expedition to scale Manaslu from the Sama side in the pre-monsoon season.



A Brief History Of The Japanese Alpine Club

By Iwao Naruse

The Japanese Alpine Club was organized in 1905. Its membership numbers approximately 1,500, and
is the representative mountaineering club inJapan. The club, consisting of 11 local sections, is headed by
its president, Yuko Maki.

The club room built by donations of the members is located in the compound of the Kishi Memo-
rial Athletic Center at Kanda, Tokyo where many of the members gather and enjoy club life every Satur-
day afternoon. Its publications are the annual journal “Sangaku” and the monthly bulletin “Kaiho™.

The club has sponsored so far expeditions to Nanda Kot (Garhwar Himalaya), 1936; Aconcagua
(Andes), 1952; Manaslu (Nepal Himalaya), 1952 and 1953; and Annapurna (Nepal Himalava), 1953; and was
responsible for the expeditions to Mt. Alberta (Canadian Rockies), 1952, and for the two recent attempts
to Manaslu, 1952 and 1953. Among the above the Alberta, Nanda Kot and Aconcagua expeditions suc-
ceeded in their conquest attempts,

This year's Manaslu expedition is now en route and the final assault will start in the middle of
May.

Besides participating in the above big expeditions, many of the club members have had experiences
in mountain climbing in the Alps and elsewhere.

The club is attempting to make constant contact with mountaineering organizations of other countries
by means of exchanging magazines or bulletins.
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