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* The Amenian(ffi8)%
in the North Alps
and Daisetsu-zan

Glenn Converse

Mr. Shuya Sekiguchi and 1
spent five days, from September
ing in the North Alps
g the city of Taka-
yvama. We were supposed to have
Mr. Hiroyuki Suzuki as a third
member, but at the last moment
he was unable to come. Taking
the conventional route to Kam-
ikochi, we arrived late Saturday
evening and had to arouse
Mr. Tsugio Hirabayashi, the
caretaker of the JAC hut. We
were soon involved in a lively
discussion, and only the urgency
of next morning’s early depar-
ture ended our first day.

On Sunday, we arose to see
clouds encircling all the ridges
surrounding the valley. No rain
was falling in the valley, but, as
usual, as we climbed the rains

were there. True to my name,
I was again fJi7}. Leaving the
serene, beautiful valley of Kam-
ikochi, we ascended Oku Hotaka
via the direct Takesawa route.

Hiking was [airly easy to Ta-
kesawa hut, which we reached
two hours after departure. From
here, we had our last view of
Kamikochi, sinuous Azusagawa,
and the surrounding hillsides.
From the hut to the summit of
Hotaka, we were enveloped in
a raincloud. The route became
much steeper, which only added
to our discomfort (or at least
mine). | tried to use my um-
brella, but the wind kept turn-
ing it inside out, so I resorted
to my rain parka. I'm not
convinced that umbrellas are
that useful in the mountains,
especially when the wind is
blowing.

The steep route to the summit
and down to the Hotaka hut
took four and a half hours to
negotiate. As visibility was only
20 meters or so at the summit,
we wasted no time there but con-
tinued on to the hut, where we
could warm up and dry out.
Since Mr. Sekiguchi appears to
know everyone of importance
in the North Alps, we were
given a private room. All toge-
ther, I guess about 15 people
stayed there Sunday night.
The food was not so good, but
filling. My supplementary su-
pplies more than made up for
any inadequacy in our served
meals (I have a particular need
to eat a lot more protein than is
offered at mealtime).Before our
early retirement, we watched a
film made by a young man who
works for the hut. As his sense

of humor was quite good, the
sequences we saw of snow scenes
and people during the time
of Golden Week were often
rious.

Monday morning, September
5, was beautiful, with all the
clouds below us. Wo could see
almost all of the high peaks of
the North Alps. What a beauti-
ful panorama. As we trekked
onward to Yarigatake, we were
continually presented with fine
views of the many ridges and
peaks, as well as of some of the
valleys. The weather was exce-
llent all day long. Five and
one half hours to Minami-
dake, with a stop at Takidani
to watch some of the rock clim-
bers, and two and a half more
to the hut on the shoulder of
Yari and, once more, we could
rest and enjoy the comforts of
civilization perched high on the
ridge. Of course, I had to ascend
Mt. Yari, where I spent some
twenty minutes in solitude and
watched as shadows deepened
on the mountains surrounding
me. Descent, warm food (and
quite a bit better than the pre-
vious day’s), and soon to bed.

Again the morning dawned
brilliantly. The cloud cover
was everywhere, and topped at
about 2500 meters. Far away
we could see Mt. Fuji. How I
wished we could have stayed
one more day, instead of retur-
ning to Shin Hotaka. I'll always
remember my last view of the
Hotaka ridge from Yaridaira.
There, behind a misty bank of
clouds, were the faint outlines
of that rugged ridge.

From Shin Hotaka we traveled
to Takayama, where we spent

the rest of that day and part
of the next. We stayed in an
extremely pleasant ryokan situ-
ated on the bank of the river
flowing through the center of
the city. Certainly Takayama is
a pretty city, and so clean and
quiet. We saw about as much
as one could hope to see in less
than 24 hours. 1 especially
enjoyed the tall, old-style farm-
houses which are so famous.
All too soon we were heading
hack to Tokyo via Nagoya, and
ending an extremely pleasant
five-day excursion to the Hida
watershed and plains.

One month later, from Se-
ptember 30 to October 4, Eijiro
Horikawa, toting his Kelty pack
and his National Park Ranger
green armband(very helpful for
receiving extra special service
in the mountains), and [ visited
Hokkaido. An early morning
flight, a three hour train ride
to Asahikawa, and a marvelous
bus ride through Sounkyo
valley brought us to Sounkyo
village, our resting place for
the night.

Right from the moment we
were approaching Chitose air-
port, I was quite impressed by
the open spaciousness every-
where. Land stood undeveloped,
houses were far apart, roads
had little traffic. Trains were
only 4 or 5 cars long. Even in
Sapporo, I was never conscious
of the traffic problems which
beset the other major cities of
Japan.

Everywhere Autumn was in
the air. The days were clear and
bright, but there was a chill in
the air, the forerunner of colder
days to come. The Fall colors

were magnificent, and all those
reds, greens, yellows, and or-
anges will always remain vivid
in my memory. Only in New
England in America have I seen
a similar display of one of na-
ture’s grandest works.

Our two-day trip through
Daisetsuzan started from Kogen
Onsen, up the valley to our first
night’s lodging at Kurotake hut,
then on to the rim of the cal-
dera, off to the peak of Asahi-
dake, and finally down to Yuko-
manbetsu. Daistsuzan National
Park is vast-vistas stretch south
from the caldera for many kilo-
meters. The grandness of scale
reminded me of my ‘“‘own”
mountains, the Sierra Nevada
of California. The unpleasantly
cold night spent at the hut could
not diminish our feelings of
wonderment and contentment in
our snowcovered alpine country.
The view from Asahidake was
equally magnificent. We could
see, on the western flank, the
sulphur fumes pouring from the
many vents.

Too soon we were in Yuko-
manbetsu and I regretted once
again that I could not stay for
another day or two. However,
we still had adventures to come,
for we headed, on the ext day,
to Toyako via Shiraoi. We
visited the Ainu village at Shi-
raoi and talked with the people.
I was interesting to them because

I was as equally as ‘“‘hairy”
as they were.
Unfortunately for Mr. Hori-

kawa, he had to leave early the
next morning from Toyako and
head back to Tokyo. I stayed
on and walked around part of
the lake and climbed Showa-

7
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shinzan. Except for a cold wind
which came in the morning and
lasted all day, my stay at Lake
Toya was extremely enjoyable
and relaxing.

My last two days were spent
in Sapporo sightseeing and visi-
ting the Geophysics and Low
Temperature Science Institutes
of Hokkaido University. 1 was
impressed with the very pretty
campus and the modern buil-
dings. 1 was able to talk to
several of the scientists and
assistants and learned quite a lot
about the progress of research
work, as well as about mountain
climbing in New Zealand and
central Nepal. Touring Sapporo
on foot was also enjoyable and
I particularly liked Nakajima
Park in the early morning.

Quite obviously Hokkaido is
the “New Frontier” of Japan.
There appears to be a lot more
room for expansion, both in-
dustrially and agriculturally.
Equally important, Hokkaido,
by comparison with the rest of
Japan, is underpopulated.
Apparently the Japanese gove-
rnment is encouraging people
to come to Hokkaido, but I
suspect the more rugged and
unfamiliar environment make
the ._m_.m:mmc reluctant to start a
new life there. 1 for one, if |
were to live in Japan for a
longer time, would seriously
consider living in Sapporo. It
is a delightful, young city in
which to live. Need I say that
my stay there was most pleasant,
It was with some regret that
I could spend only one weck
in Hokkaido, as | had to return
on the evening of October 6.

Submitted with warmest
regards,
Earthquake Research
Institute, University of
Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan
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