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The Japanese Mount Everest
Expedition 1970, P.O. Box 42
Kathmandu, Nepal
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The Sierra Club in Japan-

A Subjective Profile
John G. Day

Several years ago, she had been
paralyzed by vertigo while ¢limb-
ing over some Roman ruins at
Baalbek in Lebanon. on the third
day out of Tokyo, the necessity
to use a chain anchored in rock
while climbing from Hodaka-dake
-sanso to the summit of Oku-Ho-
daka required several minutes
patient but informed coaching
by our two volunteer Japan Al-
pine Club guides, Mr. Shuya
Sekiguchi and Mr. Eishiro Hori-
kawa. Later the same week in
a party expertly led by another
JAC volunteer, Mr. Takeo Yoshi-
no, the young nurse from San
Francisco was able to success-
fully negotiate a slippery, mist
shroaded ““Kani no Yonobai' and

“‘chimney’” to reach the top of
e

Mt. Tsurugi. Her personal vie-
tory over an irrational fear un-
doubtedly proved but one of many
rewarding self discoveries exper-
ienced by members of Sierra
Club this summer.

I had joined section B of the
Third Sierra Club group led by
Dr. Stewart Kimball for the Al-
pine Section of their six week
trip. Journeying initially with
four other members of the Tokyo
JAC chapter, we traveled to Ma-
tsumoto by train, then by bus to
Kamikochi, and on foot to Kara-
sawa, Hodaka, and Yari. The 19

| members in Section “A’ led by

Peter Overmire had opted for a
physically less taxing excursion
to the area around Nikko and
they rejoined our party at Hida
Takayama where we enjoyed a
full day and two evenings visit-
ing the float museum, reconst-
ructed mountain village and other
interesting cultural landmarks as
well as local antique shops, pot-
tery kilns, restaurants, and bars.
From there we continued to
Toyama and the North Alps un-
der the able assistance of Bunji
Hamada, volunteers from the
Toyama chapter of the JAC. On
returned to Toyama, the Sierra
Club members continued to Ka-
nazawa and I returned to my job
in Tokyo, -sunburned, relaxed
and with a deeper appreciation
for some of my fellow Ameri-
cans as well as my Japanese
hosts.

The Sierra Club members I
met certainly were not typical

of a very broad cross section of
In
composition the group (which it

the American population.

must be remembered was the
only one of the five I came in
contact with) was predominantly
affluent-middle and upper middle
class, white, well educated, well
traveled, and older on the aver-
age than I had expected. Almost
all had prior with
Japanese in the U.S. and with-
out exception has examined va-

contact

rious aspects of Japanese history,
culture, geography and language
before their departure. Yet the
individual attitudes exhibited by
the group’s members reflected
some of the best qualities of the
American character. They were
40 strong willed, intellectually
stimulating and curious persona-
lities with an exceptionally wide
range of individual background
and interests.

Our leader, one of four medi-
cal doctors in the group, had
visited Japan in 1968 to suervey
and develop the present itinerary.
With his attractive wife Betty
(a far abler, warmer “down to
earth” representative abroad for
“the nature California woman”
than any Hollywood could ever

| develop) he would be returning

at the end of the trip to perso-
nally vat 60 gallons of wine from
his own vineyards, His sub-lea-
der, Pete Overmire, had joined
the Japanese group following a

| six week survey trip to the Hin-

du Kush Mountains of Afghanis-
tan where he will lead a Sierra

| Mt.

Club group next summer. A com-
puter specialist and Vice Presi-
dent of a major California Bank,
this trip provided Pete with a
better exposure to Japan (from
Rsusu to Mt. Aso) than
most businessmen who have vi-
sited Tokyo 15 or 20 times.

While there isn't space here to
detail the backgrounds of the

| other Sierra Club members, they

included an abstract expression-
ist painter and his wife, a Chr-
istmas tree farmer from Illinois
who joined the group after seve-
ral weeks touring New Guinea,
several retired businessmen, a
former woman journalist who
had covered prewar China, a
couple of newly weds, an am-
atuer marine biologist, and a 76
year old lady Nevada rancher.
Above all each was and is an

| enthusiastic outdoorsman and a

local

One
exchange stands out most vividly

dedicated conservationist.

in my memory. The first morn-
ing at Berghaus near Mt. Tate-
yama a television reporter who
was covering the group for a
Toyama News Program
News Program interviewed Dr.
Kimball through our JTB coor-
He asked if the

dinator. ine-

| reased number of foreigners vi-

siting the mountains and natural
parks of Japan might represent

| a problem because of the resu-

Iting commercial exploitation of
Dr. Kimball

quietly reviewed the history of

these wild areas.

the Sierra Club, one of the most

" active and influential enservation

organizations in the United Sta-
tes and one whose “no compro-
mise” stand on the preservation
of wilderness, scenic, and recrea-
tion areas had lost the club
tax exempt status when the U.S.
De-partment of Internal Revenue
in a highly controversial, still
contested action had reclassified
the club as a lobby. More im-
portantly Dr. Kimball reviewed
some of the Sierra Club’s many
education programs which aim
at educating Americans generally
against littering and instruect all
campers, hikers and other users
of public land to backpack or
carry out any foreign material
The rest of us
nodded our agreement because

its

they carry in.

for several days we had been
through
but
over trails covered with discar-

hiking and eclimbing

magnificent scenic areas
ded bottles, tin cans, paper and
other trash thoughtlessly thrown
there by our Japanese caunter-
parts. Certainly we had been im-
pressed with the large number
of Japanese enjoying these same
mountain areas and the really
exceptional mountain huts, sc-
hools,and other facilities provid-
ed for them. Also the hut ow-
ners and guides whose hospitality
and assistance we sincerely ap-
preciated, represent a positive
force for conservation education
and control. Men like Jutaro
and Hideo Imada, Sadao Hokari,
and many others especially im-
pressed us with their knowledge

and dedication. But if I may be
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permitted to expand on Dr. Kim-
ball’s reply to his television in-
terviewer, it's my strongly held
opinion that foreign individuals
and groups such as the Sierra
Club do not represent any dan-
ger to the scenic beauty of Japan's
natural areas. If the few hundred
visitors this summer
expand toa few thousand they

were to

might act as a positive influence
or catalyst on the conscience of
Japanese hikers to exercise more
care in disposing of the trash
which they now leave to despoil
many of these natural areas. In
this respect the JAC provides a
most essential link. Just as I
hate to think of foreign visitors
seeing only New York or Chica-
go and considering these cities
totally representative of Amercan
life so I should think the other
members of the Japan Alpine Club
will want to continue assisting
foreign visitors to see more of
Japan than just Tokyo or Osaka.

While rooted in immediate na-
tionalconcerns both the JAC and
the Sierra Club are international
in the scope of their programs. I
only hope that contacts such as
the ones this summer will in-
crease, allowing both these great
organizations to continue and ex-
pand their world leadership in
fighting to preserve the quality
of the human environment.
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