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Sacramento, California, March
8 (AP)-Mountaineers first scaled
Mt. Everest and its neighbors in
the 1950 s and 1960 s. In the 1970
s, they're going back to do it
again—the hard way.

There is a bold new era in
Himalayan mountaineering, with
a new breed of climbers who seek
routes straight up sheer mountain
faces.

A British-led Expedition plans
to begin climbing on the South
Face of 26,502-foot Annapurna in
Nepal about April 1.

umumunwn mountaineers attempt
a climb on the South Buttress
of Mt. Everest sometime this
spring. No definite date has been
set.

But possibly the ultimate mo-
untain adventure to date will
come in the spring of 1971 when
an International Expedition atte-
mpts a direct ascent of the 7,028-
foot-long Southwest Face of 29,
028-foot Mt. Everest, highest in
the world.

“There can be no doubt as to
its offering the greatest challenge
possible” said Norman G. Dyhre-
nfurth, 51, co-leader of the 1971
International Himalayan Expedi-
tion with Colonel James O. M.
Roberts, a britisher living in
Katmandu,Nepal.

Katmandu is the jumping-off
point for the major Himalayan
climbs, notable for Everest.

Eight countries are represented
so far in the 18-member team.
Nicholas B. Clinch, President of
the American Alpine Club, called
the Dyhrenfurth venture “a very
important expedition.”

In a telephone interview, he
described the changing nature of
Himalayan mountaineering and
why the Everest-Direct is unique.

The goal of the early Himalayan
climbers was to reach the top by
the line of least resistance, that
is, by a meandering route up
glaciers and along the easiest
ridges.

“Most of the highest peaks all
have been climbed,” Clinch said.

“Now, the next thing to do is
tackle them by more difficult
ways---to try to climb by vari-
ous routes such as the faces.”

Advancement of climbing tech-
niques and improvement of light-
weight equipment—particularly
oxygen gear—now permits clim-
bers to attempt the sheer faces
of the Himalayan mountains.

The Annapurna Expedition is
led by Chris Bonnington, a top
British climber who also is sche-
duled to lead one of the climbing
teams on Mt. Everest in 1971
Bonnington is a veteran of some
of the most technically deman-
ding climbs in Europe.

A member of the Annapurna
team is American Tom Frost,
one of the pioneers of the diffi-

rock climbing techniques
developed in California’s Yose-
mite Valley and now being app-
lied on a massive scale to Alpine
and Himalayan faces.

cult

The Japanese Alpine club got
first crack at Everest for 1970
after the Nepalese Government
in 1968 decided to reopen the
mountain land’s peaks to expedi-
tions after a three-year morato-
rium imposed by political tensi-
ons.

The Japanese group first plan-
ned to try the direct Southwest
Face of Everest—the “direttissi-
ma”—but later Announced it
would attempt the South Buttress
Route instead.

Dyhrenfurth said his expedition
will be split into two teams—
one to climb the West Ridge
while the other goes up the
Face.

The West Ridge Team could
help the face team off the moun-
tain in the event of trouble, such
as a severe storm, he explained.

Bonnington would lead the Fa-
ce team which would include
Gary Colliver, John Evans and
Dr. David Peterson, all of the
United States; Rusty Baillie of
Rhodesia ; Marco Zarmasse and
Biovanni Herin of Italy and Toni
Hiebeler of West Germany.

Wolfgang Axt of Austria was
chosen to lead the west ridge
team which included odd Eliassen
and Jon Teigland of Norway,
Michael and Yvette Vaucher of
Switzerland and David Isles of
the United States.

Dyhrenfurth said Mrs. Vaucher
was thought to be the first wo-
man to be on an Everest Expedi-
tion, but the Japanese 1970 team
apparently will include a woman,
he said.

The expedition, privately con-
ceived and organized, has been
indorsed by the American Alpine
Club and some financial support
is promised by the Mt. Everest
Foundation of Great Britain.

The British were the first to
launch major assaults on Mt
Everest, finally climbing it in
1953 in time for it to be a coro-
nation present for Queen Eliza-
beth.

Dyhrenfurth’s 1963 American
Expedition climbed the peak from
the usual South Route and the
upper section of the West Ridge,
with the West Ridge Team ma-
king the first traverse of a major
Himalayan peak. The team des-
cended the South Ridge route.
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Journals Arrived in
February 1970

1. “Die Alpen” Nummer 1, Januar

1970,

(5) (4) (3) (2) (1)

— 656 —
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2. “Appalachia” Vol. 37, No. 4.
December 1969.

3. “The British Mountaineering
Council. Annual Report.” 1968.

4, “Chicago Mountaineering Clu-
b. The Newsletter.” Vol. 23,
No. 4. Oct./Nov./Dec. 1969.

5. “Mountaineering” Vol. 5, No.
6. Winter 1969,

6. “Mountain” No. 7. January
1970.
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