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June 3, 1976

President

Alpine Club of Japan
Sakura Building

6-1 Yushima, 1-Chome
Bunkyo-ku

Tokyo 113, Japan

Dear Sir:
For several years the American Alpine Club has
been working with the National Park Service in an effort
to eliminate the litter left by climbers from all over
the world on Mount McKinley. There are over 50 expeditions
there each year, and many more on other Alaskan Peaks.
In recent years, over a third of these have been from your
country.

Each year the Park Service and volunteers remove
large gquantities of this litter. In 1974 it was over two
tens, But, despite the fact that park regulations on this
subject have been translated into Japanese, the greatest
bulk of the litter removed has been of Japanese origin,

We appreciate that misuse of the mountain environ-
mont is done by people from all nations, yet we find it
di.fficult to understand how a party can be strong enough
to carry materials and containers into the mountains, full;
and yet be too weak to carry them out, cmpty.

We appeal to you, to assist us in keeping the moun-
teins of our country free of unsightly litter, that detracts
50 much from everyone's pleasurc,

who are, 1| am sure, anxious to be of help in this matter,
but perhaps may have not thought about the cumulative effect
that is now apparent.

Very sincerely yours,

May we asK that you bring
this concern to the attenticn of alpinists from your country,

William L,
President

Putnam
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Nothing Venture,
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Edmund Hillary,
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