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“I saw tow little specks
moving up the snow slope---”

By Professor E.N. Odell

I feel I must first of all thank Mr. Yoshida for that
unnecessary long revelation of my past and then for his
kindness. I'd also like to preface the remarks I'm going
to say by thanking Dr. Nishibori for the tribute he had
paid to the earlier expeditions to the Himalaya and to
Everest by British climbers.

Now, these expeditions to Mt. Everest really were first
thought about by British climbers in 1905. And in 1905
the very fine man who was the Viceroy of
India, Governor-General, Lord Curzon. And
Lord Curzon was a very keen geographer,
and he was very keen that there should be
an attempt made on Mt. Everest. But in
those days it was very difficult to get the
permission to go to that mountain from
India, the shortest route went up through
Nepal, andNepal was a closed country, and
it was quite imposible to get permission for
a British expedition to go from India up
through Nepal to the south face of Everest.
And so application was made to Tibet, and
Tibet was also a very closed country in
those days.
tained from the Dalai Lama of Tibet, and
the Dalai Lama and his cabinet at last gave
permission for a British expedition to make
a reconnaisance to Everest. In 1921, when
they went up through Sikkim into Tibet on
that vast plateau of Tibet and reached the

But permission was at last ob-

mountain on the north side; Everest was
quite unknown from the point of view of
climbing in those days, and it was uncer-
tain what the best route could be to attempt,”
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pedition,in 1924,

I was invited to join. I was then working in Iran
and I made my way from Iran to India to join
the expedition at Darjeeling that had very beauti-
ful hill-station up on the foothills of the Himalaya
and opposite that great mountain of Kangchen-
junga, and there we went down from Darjeeling;
we went up through the beautiful state of Sikkim,
And we
made the same route that the earlier-the two
earlier-expeditions made westwards to the town
of Shekar Dzong. And we were received in a
friendly way by the Tibetans each of the—p. 2 ~

and right up onto the plateau of Tibet.
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p. 1 X h—places we came to, and the Dzong Pen or
governors of the provinces entertained us and at Shekar
Dzong which was the last town we went through; at
Shekar Dzong we had two very merry parties and not
only merry parties with the Dzong Pen, or governors,
but we also visited the local monastery or convent. And
the abbot of the compound and he was kind enough to
show up, and it was a very fine monastery lying on the side
of the hill which rises above the town of Shekar Dzong.
And from there we went south along with the Paung La,
19,000 ft. Paung pass or La of Tibet, and on our way to
find a route there to the mountain where we had the previous
expeditions. Their knowledge of the best route to the little
village or monastery of Rongbuk and from Rongbuk we
made our way up to the mountain. We had then to
establish a chain of camps up the glaciers, and the route
we chose up from the east Rongbuk glacier. The route
seemed to be the easiest to get to the North Col, Well,
we had a great deal of carrying up goods by porters,
Sherpa-porters, and ourselves; we reached col-sites of
the party, and we all joined in to carry up supplies and
to pitch the camps that led right up to the North Col.
We had Camp 3 at the foot of the North Col, and then
Camp 4 on the top of the North Col, or pass Chang La
as it was called by Tibetans, and from there we made
our way up the mountain and pitched two more camps
and we had a great deal of discipline in climbing those
walls without oxygen, because the oxygen apparatus that
we had from England had been very much damaged in
transit on the way up and the oxygen was leaking from
the cylinders or tanks and in the meantime we had gone
up to pitch these camps, had gone really high on the
mountain without the use of oxygen but that was a good
thing because it made us very much better acclimatized
after we had been there on the high altitudes. And the
highest attempt made that year by our party was by Nor-
ton, who had become our leader, and Howard Somervell,
Dr. Howard Somervell and they went up entirely without,”

e

“oxygen and went to over 28,000 ft. over the yellow
band, and Norton was able to go across the great couloir
that comes down from the kind of pyramid of Everest
and then he had to turn back because his eyes were
being affected by the strong light. He had taken his
snow goggles off and he thought he’d been able to climb
over the rocks better, but the light reflected from the
rocks at these high altitudes had in this case been suffi-
cient to damage his eyes and he couldn’t see properly,
couldn’t see what his feet were doing. He was also very
anxious for Howard Somervell whom he had to leave
behind and an applicable base at 28,000 ft. Howard So-
mervell was suffering from a very bad throat. When he
went back, he was feeling a little better and he started
down, and he had gone there, to the point of 28,000 ft.
and Howard Somervell who was very exhausted and he
says that he only kept his mind right by choking up
what was a bit of obstruction that was in his throat. It
is very possible that he, as a doctor, should be able to
do this and to say that he was able to choke up the
frozen lining of his nose.

Well, Howard Somervell was a very strong man and I
think very few people could do that and survive. Any-
how, he got down with Norton whose eyes were rather
damaged by the strong light and then the last attempt
that we would make later that year was by Norton or
by Mallory and Irwin. I was up on the North Col Camp
and I saw the both and this time they were using oxy-
gen, because Mallory began to need oxygen even though
he had been acclimatized from carrying on as well wi-
thout it but he thought that last attempt should perhaps
be made with the two sets of apparatus that we had got
into working order, to make the climbing with the use
of oxygen. But Mallory and Irwin went up, and follo-
wed a stage behind, I was so anxious to work on the
structure, the mountain structure of Everest. They were
going up above Camp 6 when I saw them. I saw two
little specks moving up the snow slope and—p. 3 ~
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p 2 X h—approaching what I in the end conceived for the “yagain in 1938 the last expedition that we had, had been
first step, you'll see pictures of the first step by your called to war, but we had such bad snow, early mon-
Japanese mountaineers and it was there that they were soon, that we couldn’t get as high as we had before.
making their way up and then clouds came down and co- And so Everest had to be left to after the war closed
vered them and they disappeared. I hoped to reach them | to the successful expedition by John Hunt in 1953. Well,
when they came back; I went up Camp 6 and stayed | think I've said quite enough detail to you a little bit
there, and they didn’t come back. | about our British Expeditions.
The next morning I was very anxious about them and | Thank you.
I decided to go up and look for them. I went up to
Camp 5. I took a Sherpa porter but he gave word
that he was sick and had to go back, so I went on alone
and spent the night there by Camp 5. The next day we |
had a very bad blizzard; I struggled up to Camp 6. At ‘ . —F T L #
Camp 6 I found the tent but just as I'd seen two days Mg oewos 0 EE B :-;1 A
before with rather a litter, one might say, of the oxygen | H ﬁ &= #F H MY OF FE
apparatus. It appeared to me that Irwin who was loo- : gl; sy é* gfj T % ; Bl & &
king after it had had some trouble with it, and hatli left : ic + ':b B g 1: B g % g;': =
pieces of the apparatus and tools lying about the tent, | X °h % > rE-»»2 8 "03
for I knew that they had not returned in those last two | > % 1 S RmEH O _
days and I was very anxious indeed, and 1 went out to € }5 7‘% iz g SC: g T& % *
climb higher but the weather was so bad that I couldn’t % # % ?E NS B % % B
see more than a few yards ahead of the shelter. It was . h 5 3 B} OE 4 b ic P il
very difficult to make one’s voice travel far in the thin | fil§ Tz & L = % ff ‘ D
air that you get at these high altiudes, and so I had to | H T D ;E ETLT#E .
turn back, extremely anxious and sorry that Mallory and i E
Irwin had not returned, and that evening I went down | RO — (
to the camp, No. 4 Camp, and so we do not know what wWig “E&ERBE “HEHEHE L
had happened to Mallory and Irwin, They may have l ° X &; % % @ % % L% #
gone on and it may be possible, I think it is possible EWBRET Fﬁ @ -t ]
: ERFHEBVHBEFT TR IR
they may have reached the summit. On the other hand BEfbLrcELRT ~ T
something may have gone wrong after they came to the SR e Bix T g M %
summit on their way back, and ice-axe that was found 58 1; D‘ ‘{,) & CFTBIKHE ﬁ
nine years later, in the 1933 expedition. It was lying on EB A ;; E I'E % ,(é‘ r‘l):: ‘% E {E
slabs that were very easy; very easy to climb, was lying £ S 30 f}_‘ TV % BT
there, and it was found by Harris and Wager in 1933. R Y HE L =& T4 H v
And there it had remaind for nine years and looked as ! % - % X YED g *E b
fresh as if it had been placed there the day before. | STTHAE® H#®=r
But that was the end of their expedition and I went,”
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