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The book is divided into several parts. After
introducy essays (geography of the great Himalayan
system, organization of expeditions, history of ex-
ploration, total 40 pages) there are 14 chapters de-
voted to the 14 eight-thousanders (260 pages). The
third section contains 20 chapters (over 50 pages)
presenting the “high seven-thousanders” from An-
napurna II to Annapurna [V. Part 4 (15 pages) con-
tains a selection of eight lower peaks of special
importance for the development of the mountaineer-
ing in the Himalaya-Karakorum range (Mustagh

Tower, Jannu, Changabang and others). The final
section of the book is devoted to the activity of
women in world’s highest mountains. There are
also two comprehensive appendices including a wide
Himalayan bibliography (132 items) and a complete
gazeteer of 330 climbed and unclimbed eight- and
seven-thousander with main first-ascent data.

Both authors are far from being national snobs
and their book succeeds outstandingly in presenting
exact geographical and historical information in a
nearly faultless, highly clear and readable style.
Likewise the numerous photographs—most of them
printed for the first time—are of great interest.

Though written in Polish the book has interna-
tional significance. Owing to concentrated factual
information and the instructive summaries it can be
useful to foreign readers, even those who are un-
familiar with Slavic languages. The first edition
was in Poland a great publishing success: 25,000
copies were disposed during few days. In the mean-
time the authors brougnt the information up to date
and the publishing house “Sport i Turystyka” is pre-
The
book is certainly an ideal reference source and an

paring a new carefuly complemented edition.

extremely welcome addition to anybody’s high moun-
tain library. It also should appear in foreign lan-
guages—climbers interested in keeping up with
Himalayan mountaineering are not only in Poland.

Jozef Nyka

]

|

B—F v FBE» S 0FHEHEEBIZOWT

H&EZAS

B H Lick—F v FILREOF Y 7 FEEP B,
FIHRESOEMEL e =7 YiclT s AR SHRA RS
B MZASERN) 0FERTASICWOLELR, T
O 7 T FICl+ 3R IC oV T OEBBALCAKEFHES
BEELT2E7 - 4 HREDVESRTEDELED
T, LTI L =T,

Al { bhi- “Na szezytach Himalajéw (<=5
YTOHE~N)” oF#F i, Lo, c<7voBERic
DNWTHEME, XEZ7==x7+ a7 L7AXFRUE
OPDEEFEHEEHD Y XY - IF 7T, HIK
Hit, VLV ATDAR—Y A - VIRF 4 H (AR
—w L) . EEEARMICLTH S0 M (1X
Va7 4 EE LA, E—F » FTik 25000 4% E T
OGN L WS, ZORUESEEZICHD BhizZ
DOFICIE, KELEF T r FEELOH A U HRHERE
hTdhbs,

Zbigniew Kowalewski and Janusz Kurczab :
Na szezytach Himalajow

Publishing house “Sport i Turystyka”, Warszawa
1983 ; 462 pages of text with 20 maps and plans. 180
photographs on separate pages. Price 520 zt.

Expeditions reports in book shape are published
in abundance and somebody gets into trouble to read
them all. But complex compendia, taken on the
broad basis, are very rare because it is not easy to
work the way through the jungle of the Himalayan
information, growing year by year. “Na szczytach
Himalajéow”—On the Summits of the Himalaya—is
such rare book. The authors are renowned authori-
ties: Kurczab, leader of several expeditions, Ko-
walewski—mountain topographer and Himalayan
historical researcher. Their work unites the study of
geography and history with wide mountaineering

practice.
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