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24 JAPANESE PART OF THE JOURNAL.

JAPANESE PART OF THE JOURNAL.

The principal articles in the Japanese part of this the current
wsue of the Journal are :—

Over Tsurugi, by M. Kamuvi.

The Waterfalls of Nikks, by H. Takeda, D.I.C.,D.Sc.
An Account of the Gozen-Byobu, by T. ‘Numai.

The Gap of Hachimine, by S. Yamaguchi and K. Asahi.
About Guides and Coolies at Omachi, Ashikuraji,

Nikkd Yumoto. and Koshu Tabayama.

THE ILLUSTRATIONS IN THE JAPANESE PART.

Plate 1.—Karataki, Tamadarenotaki, Chojinotaki, Odaki, Tainaino-
taki, The former view of Urami-no-taki.

Plate 2.—Nebazawa-no-taki, Nanataki, Karataki, The former view
of Jikwan-no-taki.

Plate 3.—Kattadake (Centre) and Goshikidake (Right) View
towards West from Sainokawara (Ushiro-Eboshidake)
and Byobudake at the right) Gandoyama, Kumanodake—
the principal peak.

Plate 4.—The Gap of Hachimine.

AN ALTERATION OF THE CLUB RULES.
The Rules oonoemmg Admission of New Members have been
aliered as follows :—

Any one desirous of joining the Club should be proposed by
two members and seconded by one of the secretaries.
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THE SECOND MEETING OF THE
FOREIGN MEMBERS.

The second meeting of the foreign members was held at the
premises of the Club 67, Shichome, Honcho, Yokohama, on October
1st, at 8.00 P.M. Presided by Dr. H. Takeda. The following

members were present :—

Mr. Eric N. de Bunsen, Mr. J. G, S. Gausden, Mr. H.
Mendelson, Mr, G, Moilliet, Dr. Paravicini, Mr. M. Schellenberg,
Mr. T. Z. Takano, Dr. H. Takeda, Mr. I. Tsujimura, Mr, M.
Yagi, Mr. C. Umezawa, and Mr, S. Kondo.

Several friends of the members were also present.

Mr. Gausden gave an account of his climbing the Eboshi,
Akadake, Kurodake and Yakushi during the last season, illustrated
with his beautiful slides made from his own negatives, Md. Ume-
zawa explained the slides made from the negatives taken by Mr.
Ishizaki, J. A. C. during his climbing trip Kashmir mountains in
1917, :

The next meeting will be held at the premises of the Club earl
in 1919, and notice will be given to the members from the secretary.

NEW MEMBERS.

The following gentlemen have been admitted to the Japan
Alpine Club at the Council meeting of November 3rd, 1918.

Mr. William Cliff, No. 80 Kyomachi, Kobe.

Mr. N. Libeaud, No. 46 Harimamachi, Kobe.

Mr. H, W. Malcolm No. 26B Naniwamachi, Kobe.

Mr, Lionel Nuzum, No. 14 Mayemachi, Kobe. ‘

Mr. O. Manchester Poole, F.R.G.S. No. 50, Yamashita-
cho, Yokohama.

Mr. A. Schulthess, No. 246A, Yamashitacho, Yokohama.

Mr. H. Treichler, No. 90A, Yamashitacho, Yokohama.

Mr. J. P. Warren, No. 82, Kyomachi, Kobe.
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LIST OF FOREIGN MEMBERS.

LIST OF THE CLUB MEMBERS.

(ForeiGN MEMBERS ONLY).

Honorary Member. Elected.
The Rev. Walter Weston  March 1910
Admitted.
Mr, F. W. Allcock July 1912
Mr. B. Abraham July 1918
Mrs. G. E. Benham June 1910
Mr. Eric N. de Bunsen Sept. 1913
Mr. H. Carew May 1909
Mr. H. E. Daunt, F.R.G.8. Sept. 1915
Rev. W. H. Elwin Jan, 1918
Mr. J. G. 8. Gausden Feb. 1918
Mr. A. G. Hearne July 1913
Mr. Tahol Hunziker Jan. 1918
Rev. John F. L. Macrae June 1916
Mrs. N, M. Macrae July 1913
Mzr. E. Mendelson July 1206
Mr. George Moilliet Nov, 1917
Dr. Paravicini Sept. 1916
Mr. Martin Schellenberg ~ Feb. 1917
Mr. F. N. Shea Sept. 1915
The Bi. Rev, Bishop Tucker Feb. 1910
The Rev. W. H. M. Walton Jan. 1918
Mrs, Frances E, Weston Oct. 1912
Mr. Oswald White July 1915

The Apine Club, 23 Saville Row,
ndon, W., England.

Messrs, Strachan & Co., No. 71 Yama-
shitacho, Yokohama,

No. 149 Sanchome,
Kobe.

cfo Mrs. G. King, No. 1 King Road,
Halstead, Essex, England.

The British Consulate, Yokohama,

clo Sale & Frazer, Ltd., Yayesucho,
Kojimachiku, Tokyo.

Yamamotodori,

The Vacuum Oil Co., 38-o Nakamachi
Kobe.

No. 7, Sasugayacho, Koishikawaku,
Tokyo.

The Vacuum Oil Co., Tokio Kaijo
Bldg., Eirakucho, Tokio.

cfo Canada Manufacturers’ Life Ina,
Co., Kitahama, Higashiku, Osaka.

No. 39 Tomizakacho, Koishikawaku,
Tokio.

Kiu Mazan,'Keishodo, Chosen.

" ” ”n ”

The Crown Cork Co., No. 259, Yama-
shitacho, Yokohama.

c/o Imperial Hotel, Tokyo.

No. 64, Yamate, Yokohama,

No. 174, Yamashitacho, Yokohama.

The American Trading Co., No. 99,
Kitamachi, Kobe.

Shimotachiuri- , Karasumaru-dori,
Kyoto.
No. 324 Hiratsukamachi, Hiroshima.

79 Melbury Gardens, Wimbledon,
London, 8. W. 19, England.
British Consulate, Kawaguchi, Osaka.

ABSENT MEMBERS.

Admitted.
Mr. Felix Dinsdale June 1914
Mr, O. F. Mocock Qct. 1917
Mr. W. A. Tomlinson Nov. 1917
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CLUB LIBRARY.
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THE FOLLOWING CLUB PUBLICATIONS HAVE
BEEN ADDED TO THE CLUB LIBRARY

SINCE JANUARY,

1918.

The Alpine Club of Canada, Constitution Alpine Club of Canada

and List of Members.

Alpine Journal
No. 215-218,

The Annual of the Mountain Club of
South Africa, No. 20—1917.

Butlleti del Centre Excursionista de Ca-
latunya, No. 261-262,

Bulletin of the Associated Mountaineer-
ing Club of North America, May
1918.

The Canadian Alpine Journal,
Vol. No. 8.

Jahrbuch des Schweizer Alpenclub,
Jahrgang 1916.

La Montagne,
12 Anne, 4-6 10-12.

The Scottish Mountaineering Club Jour-
nal, Vol, 14 No. 84,

Sierra Club Bulletin,
Vol. 10, No. 2 and No. 3,

Svenska Turist Foereningens 1917.

Banff, Alb.

The Alpine Club,
London.

Mountain Club of South
Africa, Cape Town,

Barcelona, Spain.

New York.

Alpine Club of Canada,
Banff, Alb.

Schweizer Alpenclub,
Berne, Swiss,

C. A. F. Pauis.

The Scottish Mountain-
eering Club, Edin=
burgh.

The Sierra Club,

San Francisco, Cal.

Stockholm, Sweden.

FOLLOWING BOOKS HAVE BEEN PRE-
SENTED TO THE CLUB.

“INARA " Nos. 1 to 8.
Mount Rainier.

21

By H. E. Daunt, Esq.
By 8. Kondo, Esq.



20 NEWS FROM MEMBERS.

Karuizawa, August 24th, 1918.

Mr. Elwin I think told you of our intention to attempt the
Yarigatake-Hodaka climb.

We tried it last Friday and succeeded in doing it is just under
134 hours from Bozu Goya to Kamikochi.

You want, I believe, an account of the trip for the English
section of the Sangakukai Magazine. I bave written one, and if
you like it will send you together with some photos that I took. Mr.
Elwin also, I believe, is thinking of sending an account of another
short but difficult climb, he did.

Have you ever thought of the idea of a Club Tie? Up aé
Cambridge University we always used to wear ties as a badge of the
club to which we belonged. If such an idea met with your ap-
proval, how would the following design do :—

It would preserve the three colours most common to climbers—
green for vegetation, white to snow, brown for earth, I merely
offer it as a suggestion, and would be interested to hear your opinion.

Yours very truly,
W. H. MUrRrRAY WALTON.

20



NEWS FROM MEMBLRS, 19

Karuizawa, August 20th, 1918.

On August 14th :  With Tsunejiro (Uchino) as guide I went
from Bozu Goya to the ridge on the right instead of straight up to
saddle. We went along the ridge to the left and then I climbed to
the saddle. We went along the ridge to the left and then I climbed
to the right diagonally across the north aréte of Yari and straight up
several steep chimneys to the top. It was approximately Weston’s
climb (P. 264 of 1913 Muriay) which he did with Seizo and Kamo-
uji in 1912. Tsunejiro affirmed that no one had done it since then
and he would not come beyond the diagonal climb so I went up alone.

On 15th: We were weather bound in Bozu Goya.

On 16th : Rev. W. H. M, Walton and I with Tsunejiro did
the ridges and peaks from Yari Peak to Hodaka as we had planned.
From 5.15 A.M. to 11 A.M. we had fine weather but from 11 A.m.
to 6.40 P.M. rain and mist. The only ridge which we definitely
avoided was the one on the Yari side of the first Kita Hodaka.

It was an interesting but strenuous trip. Apparently Japanese
are taking to it a good deal thongh we are the first foreigners thaf
we know of who have done it.

Mr. Walton or I will be writing something for the Alpine
Club Magazine probably.

Thanking you for your advice the other day.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed) W. H. Ernwix.

TMES o8N AUGUST 16TH BY OUR WATCH,

Bozu Goya ... 515 A.M,
Yarigatake Peak 5.56 ,,
left 6.00
Obami Sama... 6.59 ,,
Yokoo ,, ... 145
I Kita Hodak 114
11, i 1.40 p.v,
Oku Hodaka... 234
Hodaka 425
Kamikochi ... 6.40

11

From Yari to Hodaka peaks time—10 hours and 25 minutes.
From Bozu Goya to Kamikochi time—13 hours 25 minutes.

N.B.—We did not attempt to Mae Hodaka. Our plan was to
go from Hodaka to Yari but weather and Kamikochi landlord and
guide all conspired to make us go first to Yari—W.H.E.

19



18 NEWS FROM MEMBERS,

tains? I have lately completed a second book on my mountain
expeditions in the Japanese Alps, called “ The Playground of the
Far East,” to be published by Mr., John Murray, (publisher of
Murray’s Guide Books, etc.) I should think it will be ready this
autumn, I shall explain in it about the origin of the name *‘ Japan-
ese Alps,” which probably was first suggested by him (or possibly
by Mr. Gowland) though it was never actually used until I employed
it myself. ~ Yesterday I had tea with Sir Ernest Satow, and he said
he thought I must have invented the title ; but I said ¢ No, I think
you or Mr. Gowland did though I was the first actually to use it.”
Please give my best Yoroshiku to all my J.A.C. friends, including
Mr. Tsujimura Takano, and remember Mrs, Weston and myself
kindly to your wife, and with every goodwish to yourself, believe me
always
Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) WALTER WESTON.

Osaka, September 11th, 1918.

I am just back from a delightful trip to the Kurobe valley and
wish to thank you for all the trouble you took. My friend and I
climbed Orenge from the Babadani in perfect weather. Thence we
went to Daikoku Kozan where we were most kindly treated. My
friend had most unfortunately to leave me there bub I climbed
Goryusan, returned to Babadani, ascended the Kokurobe and then
crossed Tateyama from the Tsurugizawa. Alfogether it was most
delightful and I hope when I have time to write a short account.
The path from Aimotobashi to Babadani, on to Daikoku and down
into the Omachi district is surprisingly good. It seems therefore a
thousand pities that the bridges are not kept in better condition. I
am thinking in particular of a bridge over the Kurobe at the junc-
tion with the Babadani River. The bridge itself is quite a good
‘tsu rihashi’ but more than half the planks are m'ssing. The resulé
is that in places one has to take a long step from one plank to the
next. If the authorities would keep this bridge and similar ones in
repair, it would be possible for ordinary pedestrians to make the frip
from Aimotobashi to Daikoku in comfort. Would it not be possible
for the Sangakukai to take the matter up? The scenery is perfect.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed) Oswarp WHITE.

18
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NEWS FROM MEMBERS.

78, Melbury Gardens, Wimbledon, S.W. 19.
May 30, 1918.

1 was much interested to get your notice about the Exhibition
of Pictures etc. at the J.A.C. last month and earnestly wish I could
have been present,

1t made me feel quite homesick because it made me long in
vain, for the beautiful mountains and valleys of the Alps of Japan.
Owing to the war, we cannot go even to Switzerland, so you can
imagine how much we miss the peaks and passes that we love =0
much.

Mrs. Weston and I, however, always spend 3 or 4 weeks on the
Coast of Cornwall near the Lizard Point, and Land’s End, where
there are fine granite rocks, and beautiful ‘ coves ’ (little bays) which
are bardly known to the people who keep to the beaten tracks, just
as ihe Inaka of Japan is almost unknown to those who only travel
in the large towns and on tourist routes near the sea coast.

Yesterday, I lectured on “‘ Japan ” at the Military Hospital at
Exeter, and I also have to give a series of Cambridge University
Extension lectures next term on the same subject at Hastings, on the
South Coast, near Brighton. So you see, I am a kind of special
envoy, to try to interpret Japan {o my educated fellow countrymen,
as well as to our sailors and soldiers all over the country.

Last month (April) Mrs. Weston gave a lecture on “ Fuji San,”

at the Japan Society, in London, which was received with much ap-
preciation. It is the first time a lady bas done that kind of thing
in England, so the Nippon Sangaku Kwai will, I hope, be pleased
to know that one of its members bas tried to make known the
charms and interest of the “ Matchless Mountain.”
_ It was a wet cold day, but still there was a large audience, and
afterwards the Japarese officials of the Society gave ber a pretty
little ““sake” cup with Fuji's picture inside, as a souvenir of the
occasion. Amongst these present were Viscountess Chinda, Mr. and
Mrs. Sawada, Lady Arnold and Mr. and Mrs. Yada. Mrs. Yada is
the daughter of Professor Shiga and we like her very much. The
Chairman of the meeting was Mr. K. Mori, financial agent of the Jap-
anese Government in London, with whom we had a Japanese dinner
a few days later.

It is a long time since I heard of Mr. Kojima, for though I
wrote to him at Los Angeles, I have not received any reply at pre-
sent. 1 wonder what all my J.A.C. friends are doing in the moun-

17
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CAMZEOS.

24,

Far out on the fringe of that astral group.

Ultima Thu'e —the white-robed palmar:

Sea the Sword Peak frowns—but we clinb to stoop—
The Shrine on Tateyama.

25.
The pine-clad ridge floats through the sino'ce-blue mists,
Far up the snow peak cuts the sapphire sky :
To turguoise pools the leaping torrent twists,
Deep the speckled beauties lie.

26.

With beads in hand to Kengamine'’s for,

In the dim red dawn the pilgrims flock then :
From Fuji's crest at sunset thence we saw,
The Spectre of the Brocken.

217.

Namuw Amida Butsu. Chant and pray.

Through celar aisles the sacred mountains loom.

“ Liead kindly light.” Iest wayworn footsteps stray
“ Amidst the encircling gloom.”

28.

Have we sensed it? The Lure of the Yama.
Sceptics may call it :—“ The Call of the Wild.”
Yet as strong as the fumes from Asama,

Its’ charms have many beguiled.

29,
Kegon!! Loud as the roar of your fountains,
Soft zephyrs!! As light as your rippling breath :
‘We have sensed it—The Call of the Mountains,
Stillness as silent as death.

30.
To the Great Horn Gate—past the realms of light ;
Rising Star—regaining uplands purer :
A golden kirin winged his upward flight,
Past twin-topped Norikura.

16



CAMEOS. 15

16.

Eight peaks in all soar high above the ridge,
From Vulcan’s forge sprang Yatsu-ga-take :
Across the cliff we made a pilgrimage,
To sun-kissed Aka-dake.

17.

Tho’ the pilgrim path was sodden with rain,

And the night as dark as Erebus :

Whilst the pine torch flared through the shades again.
The Pride of Kaga cheered us.

18.

Your sea-green snow-fed rivers run apace,
Thro' heart o’ Alpland Kurobe forges :
My fancy there methinks for second place,
Takasegawa's gorges!!

19

Like some rare gem set in yon mountain crown,
—Deep in lair the artful badger lazes—
Upon your plain—O-ku-no-tai-ra—down
The Crystal Mountain gazes.

20.
Above your snows camp fires we lit o’ nights,
Where your limestone crags Yakushi tower :
And iron gates 'neath heaven-kissing heights,
Astride your Etchu-zawa.

21.

The dawn flushed pink beyond the smould’ring glow,
A summer night ber stilly course had run :

Then Hell broke loose—see Iwo-dake throw

His red lava to the sun.

22.
Tsu-bame-dake’s tree-clad spurs hang steep,
Steeper still the slopes on Ar-i-ake :
Along the ridge the dancing white hares leap.
Your hat, Eboshi-dake !!

23.

Lakelet gold and green where the brown trout swim,
And Kamcnji’s hut smoked black and sticky :
"Tis the silent toast we may drink to him,
Lovely My-o-jin-ike ! !
15



CAMEOQS,

8

And eke the purple iris dot the heath,

Kiji call beside the scarlet berry :

The rocky ledge—the bulbul chirps beneath,
There blows the mountain cherry.

9.

The silver dragon crept across the wall

Phantom sprung from mountain dew and sake ?
No!! We saw the shimmering moonbeams fall,
That night on Jonendake.

10.

Fast to the line on Ho-6-zan we cling,

Few ever dare that lofty spire essay :

In camp that night the raicko heard us sing,
“The End of a Perfect Day.”

11.

A stream there flows in Hida—swift as raclk
That scud past Yari's spear—adown the glen,
Beneath Hodaka’s crags—then call us bacik
To Kamikochi Onsen.

12.

Land where the eaglets nest above the cave,
‘Where the grey goat roams, and the black bears cower :
Fast as the spindrift from the flowing wave,
Speed on A-zusa-gawa !!
13.
Where Alpine flowers of many a hue,
Bloom ’neath the ever-burning silent stars :
There from his mane the White Horse shakes the dew,
Renge Onsen—Queen of Spas ! !
14,

‘Whilst the wild hawk swings on the mountain breeze,
Round your rock-bound walls—Komagatake :
Your headless image—Jizo—rests at ease,
On top of Jizodake.
15,

The famous pass—where stunted alders grow—
The flashing stream, and boulders not a few :
The towering cliffs—the slope of frozen snow—
Over all the azure blue,

14



CAMEQS.

CAMEGS.

BY
“BLUE DRAGON-FLY.”

1.

From the lvory Gate—through realms of light,
Falling Star—forsaking uplands purer—

A golden kirin winged his downward flight,
Past twin-topped Norikura.

2.

Beyond red Yaketake's smoking cone—
Star of stars in some galaxy stellar—
Proud snow-streaked Kasadale looms alone,
Great Peak of the Umbrella.

3.
The lilac haze clings to the beetling rock,
Fantastic shape of legend long forgot :
Grey dawn. The widgeon stream across the loch,
Sunsets mauve and apricot.

4,

Otenjo’s crown. We rise to hail the morn,
Black, then violet—fast the shadows fly :

Rose pink and amber—then the golden dawn,
Thus the sun god takes the sky.

5

Through woodland glades we reached Kaigane's crest,
His rockstrewn ridge gleamed 'neath a storm-swept sky :
Midst dripping creeping pine we crouched at rest,

Whilst the storm king thundered by.

6.
The silent mists came swirling round our peak,
Far down the vale the rain-fed river ran:

We took his “ scalp "—and down a mud-swathed streak
Dropped from Akaishisan.

/8

‘We crossed the crater floor of Tarozan,
‘What time the tiger lilies were aglow :
Again his cone we scaled—Shiranesan,
The emerald tarn below.

13
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12 FROM YARIGATAKE TO I ODAKA BY PEAK AND RIDGE.

were over, As we took the path down the weather cleared and we
reached Kamikochi less than two hours later. How well we under-
stood the fascination a hot spring has for the Japanese.

The complete trip from Bozu Goya to Kamikochi by the seven
peaks had taken us 13 hours 25 minutes, of which we had lost one
hour through mistakes in the mist. Our landlord assured it was
record time : at all events we had the satisfaction of knowing that
we were the first foreigners to do the complete trip. And here’s to
the health of old *“ Dame San,”

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND TIMES.

1. The trip both from the point of view of safety and pleasure
should only. be attempted in settled weather.
2. A guide is indispensible, a rope expedient, a climbing pole a
nuisance,
3. Luggage should be an absolute minimum, and coolies should
not be taken,
4. A good head is essential.
5. North to South seems the easier direction.
6. Bnow to drink is easily obtainable en route.
7. Times:
Bozu R(:)ya to Yarigatake summit ... .., 4‘1 minutes,
Yarigatake to "Obamisan 59 ::
ObauilSanto Yokoosan ... .. .. .. :g »
Yokoosan to Kita HodakaNo. 1~ ... .. 184 .
Rest.. 43 »
KltaBI:Bodaka No. 1 to Kita Hodaka No. 2 113 »
KltaRHOdalm No. 2 to Oku Hodaka ... 42 "
Oku Hodakam Hodaka .. .. .. .. 108
Res TR TR P
HodakatoKamikochi... s e e RS i
Total: i sue oeas i wase cones B0 » = 13 hours 25 minutes.

12



FROM YARIGATAKE TO HODAKA BY PEAK ANXD RIDGE. 11

valiey detour, be up before us? A short scramble and a very steep
descent over bushes however enabled us to carry out our first plans
without very much alteration and half an hour later we were on the
top of Kita Hodaka No. 1, and ahead of our guide.

The view was wonderful! Away to the south continue the
jagged ridge gradually ascending up to massive Oku Hodaka with
its 10.250 ft., then in a grand sweep to the left it led on to Hodaka,
which from this aspect at all events might well be called the * Mat-
terhorn ’ of Japan. Up its slopes from the valley between was a
mighty belt of snow, pierced here and there by some obdurate rock,
which refused its silent covering. Instinctively I got my camera out,
when a small fleck of cloud slightly obscured the view—I waited for
it to pass. It was our last view of Hodaka! For the mountain
mists, caught by the western wind, rose thick and fast from the
valley to our right and shut out mountain and ridge and everything.
We didn’t leave our guide after that! Perhaps his Dame wasn’t
going to be so far wrong after all.

The mist got thicker and after half an hours’ climb down we
came to an abrupt stop. The mountain seemed to fall away from
our feet. For twenty minutes we retraced our steps, wondering
where now he would lead us for he seemed strangely uncommunica-
tive and would admit no error. Whether he had mistaken the
ridge, which judging by our bearings is more likely, or whether he
had tried to take a short cut, as he'said, we do not know, but at all
events we lost the best part of a very valuable hour.

The mist had a very terrifying effect : not only did slopes fade
away to nothingness all around us, giving us the impression of being
suspended in space, but also peaks had a very unpleasant way of
suddenly appearing as if overhanging us. Yet, though the mist did
tend to magnify slopes many of them were indeed extremely steep ;
and the limited vision and the consequent limited choice of route

‘made things no easier. Added to that the necessity of trying every
grip and foot-hold made the work slow and anxious.

At one point after passing along a narrow ridge and climbing a
short steep slope, we seemed really to be at the end of all things.
We made a slow descent to our right, testing for precipices as we
went by throwing stones, and presently found ourselves on a ridge.
It seemed familiar and when compasses were produced we found
that we had been a complete circle. Again we climbed the slope,
and this time things did not stop abruptly, the ridge continued, just
as we desired. The mist had become thinner !

Oku Hodaka, which but a few hours before was so inviting,
had now lost all interest. We might have been anywhere for all
we could see ! when finally, we reached Hodaka about 5 o’clock in
heavy rain, it was welcome indeed : for we knew our difficulties

11



10 FROM YARIGATAKE TO HODAKA BY PEAK AND RIDGE.

pine needles fitted us for what was to be one of the most strenuous
days of our lives, ;

Every minute the east got brighter and grander and filled us
with increasing hope. Fuji San with Komagatake and Shirane on
the right and smoke-topped Asama away to the left were conspicuous
landmarks on a marvellous panorama. And now suddenly the spear
point of Yari behind us got lit up with the rays of the rising sun,
and with its previous gloom our doubts were for ever dispelled.

We left Bozu Goya about half past five and, despite the protests of
“ Dame San” that we had little enough time to spare as it was, we
rushed up to the summit of Yorigatake in 41 minutes, in order to do
the whole series of the peaks. It was worth it—those four minutes
on top! Far up the slopes of Kasagatake the sun cast the triangular
shadow of the peak on which we stood, and as if to do special honor
to its majesty, 1t had crowned the shadow with a halo. To the
south lay our route, Obamisan, Yokoosan, Kita Hodaka No. 1,
Kita Hodaka No. 2., Oku Hodaka and Hodaka, six peaks connected
by a long, uneven and precipitous ridge. Below to the right was
smoking Yake by whose crater we had stood only three days before,
while beyond lay Norikura and Ontake, All were now lit up in the
fresh glow of the morning.

The early part of the climb as far as Yokoosan was not diffi-
cult. A curious panorama we noticed en route: perhaps some
scientist can explain, Snow lay on the eastern and southern flanks
of the mountain, but never on the colder west and north.

From Yokoo onwards conditions changed. The hitherto more
or less even ridge now became very broken and the guide informed
us it was dangerous to proceed except by way of the valley below,
As we looked at the depths of the valley in question, we decided that
he should go his way alone we would try the ridge. Kita Hodaka
has on its western face the biggest precipices in the Alps, and this
feature is not uncharacteristic of the whole mountain, As we ap-
proached it we began to realize that no easy climb, indeed, awaited
us. The ridge got uncomfortably narrow, and stones got un-
pleasantly loose, as one of us found to his cost. Approaching the
final slopes of the mountain was a narrow ridge, in shape something
like the peaked roof of an out-house against the perpendicular wall
of the main building. Attempts had evidently been made to scale
it, as we saw several discarded climbing sticks at its base. As we
had not brought our rope with us, on the guide’s recommendation,
we decided to try a different route, so crossing the top of an enor-
mous slide of loose stones, we climbed up the rocky N.E. shoulder
of the mountain, intending to try and get up more from the east.
But plans had to be modified for we found that the further side of
the shoulder was a sheer precipice. Would the guide, despite his
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stone slabs. How it is they come to be there is quite a puzzle.
Sometimes a leg each side was necessary. On a sudden down I
went with a loose stone but a few feet below good simultaneous
holds for hand and foot saved me and the climb was continued with
a thankful heart for the escape. At the next dip we also left this
rather risky steep and crossed the gully which formed the top of our
guide’s valley seeing him as a speck below. Scrambling round over
ridge and gully we succeeded by a final steep climb up in reach-
ing the top of Kita Hodaka before our guide.

After lunch, in clouds and rain we had to rely on our guide to
take us to Kita Hodaka IT. A few steep walls of rock made any load
on the back a difficulty and in one place the guide had to lower his
pack, of only food and straw sandals, etc., by a cord to me. We
skirted the tops of snow fields and round deceptive peaks in the mist
till Oku Hodaka and finally at 5 p.m. Hodaka itself were reached.
A recently opened up new steep way down brought us to our Kami-
kochi Inn in two hours.

The whole trip took thirteen and a half hours but an hour may
be deducted for false tracks and delays owing to the mist. Our
guide brought us through remarkably well. One realizes that this
peak and ridge climb should be made only in assured fine weather.
A good guide is absolutely necessary. No baggage can be taken.
Hence it must be a strenuous one day trip.

Not a few Japanese are now making this trip but we have not
heard of any other foreigners who have taken it.

FROM YARIGATAKE TO HODAKA
BY PEAK AND RIDGE.

BY
W. H. M. WALTON, J.A.G

Dame desu! It was 2 a.m. on August 16th, and as we roli-
¢d over on the hard couch of pine branches in the little mountain
cave of Bozu Goya, where we had been for a day and a half,
prisoners of the weather, our guide’s verdict was not encouraging.
The long roar of the wind in the amphitheatre around seemed to
second his verdict. So we rolled over and told him to call us again
at 4 o’clock, Blissful two hours, but oh, how short !

Dame desu! But this time no answering blast confirmed his
opinion, and as we crawled out of the cave, indeed, the rich yellow
light of early dawn and the hush of the mountain around seemed to
contradict him. “ We go over the peaks!” we announced.

Bacon and beans and a judicious but uninvited admixture of
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8 PEAK AND RIDGE CLIMBLING IN THE JAPANESE ALPS.

My guide, who affirmed that no one had done it since then,
would not follow me as I worked round into the gully at the level of
the saddle from which the ordinary ascent is made. So I went on
alone going up probably much as Weston did, With a very sharp
watch on loose rocks at hand or foot the climb is exhilarating and
not too difficult for any one with some experience of real rock
climbing.

Weather forced us to spend two nights and a day in Bozu Goya
with our optimism being slowly drained away by alternately sharing
cold gusts of wind, drippings from the roof and smoke from the fire.

But in spite of the word dame being often applied to the wea-
ther by guide and coolies it cleared early on Friday morning. Two
of us with our guide and the lightest possible load started off at 5.15
a.m. From the Koya Fuji and Asama stood out in the green gray
light before the sunrise. 6 a.m. found us at the top of Yari glorying
in the unique panorama of peaks and valleys.

“The view” says the Rev. Walter Weston “as one looks
straight down into the wild and desolate valleys that stretch away
from the base of the mountain, is most impressive. To the north lie
the almost unknown peaks of the range between the provinces of
Shinshiu and Etchu, which stretches far towards the Sea of Japan.
On the west stands the rugged form-of Kasadake. Southward the
eye rests on the nearer giants of this group, Hodakayama and the
massive double-topped Norikura, and beyond these Ontake with the
Komagatake of Shinshiu on its eastern side. To the south-east but
fa.ther off, stands the great mass of mountains on the borders of
Shinshin and Koshu, the most prominent peaks being Shiranesan,
Akaishisan, and Komagatake, Bubt most striking of all is the
stately cone of Iuji rising with its majestic sweep supreme above
all else, at a distance as the crow flies of over 85 miles, To enumer-
ate all the summits to be:-seen from the point on which we stand
would be to give a list of all the grandest mountains in Japan. Only
the haze and clouds to the N.E. prevent our view from embracing
the sea in the bay of Toyama, so that nearly the whole width of the
central portion of the main land is included in this magnificent pro-
spect.” (Murray’s guide pp. 264-265),

Then began our long hoped for climb along ridges and
up and down peaks, An hour brought us to Obami and another
took us past Yokoo, The most spectacular ridge for climbing which
we saw ahead before the mists came down was undoubtedly from
the dip beyond Yokoo to Kita Hodaka. Alpenstocks lay about
showing that hands as well as feet were indispensable for the work,
Out cautious guide turned to the left dipping across the broad loose
rock strewn valley and toiled up Kita Hodaka from the east. We
went straight on over narrowing ridges made up of loose rocks and
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dake. Shortly after leaving this waterfall we passed some charcoal
burners’ huts, and from this point we found a good track which led
us to the junction of the Etfchuzawa and the Joganjigawa, this
latter being the river which flows past Tateyama Onsen, We
again took the bull by the horns and instead of going round by a
bridge we forded the two rivers and climbed the cliffs on the far side
which brought us to the road that runs to the onsen itself. After a
long walk of over an hour we reached our goal at 6.15 p.m., all
more or less as tired as dogs.

PEAK AND RIDGE CLIMBING IN THE
JAPANESE ALPS.—Aug. 12-17, 1918.

BY
W. H. ELWIN, J.A.C.

Climbing in war time! Yes, the call of the mountains is a
good call even then. One’s body is toughened up to feel something
of the physical indifference to knocks and to inconveniences that the
men in the trenches must feel : one’s mind is invigorated to meet the
problems of life in the plains : and in the heights away from man a
sense of a higher Presence than our own is generated and one’s
heart is prepared for spiritual realizations out of one’s perview before.

So three of us started from Karuizawa early on a Monday
morning. We left Matsumoto on bicycles carrying tent, rope, clothes
and food for the thirteen miles to Shimajima—a fatal road for punc-
tures and bursts !

By 3.30 p.m. we were on our way walking with two coolies
and 10 p.m. saw us at Kamikochi, having negotiated the Tokugo
Toge, a pass 7,100 feet high. In spite of careful letters before hand
a guide is hard to get and the Tuesday was spent merely in going
up Yakedake and wandering round the Taisho Lake, fording it at
its base. The Tashiro Liake can be included in this walk. On
Wednesday we three had our guide and two coolies and fine weather.
Leaving Kamikochi soon after 7 a.m. we lunched by this year’s
abundant snow above the new ‘ Alps Hotel,” and reached Bozu
Goya, the cave formed by a rock 40 by 30 by 10 feet, soon after 2
p.m

Having been up Yarigatake several times I had a desire to ex-
plore. The guide took me to the right over large loose stones and
rocks on to the ridge N.E. of the peak. From there one looks down
into the gully from which in 1912 Weston, with Kamonji and Seizo
as guides, climbed to the top “ by several steep chimneys’ in the
nearly perpendicular rocks immediately below the highest point ”
(Murray’s Guide, 1913, p. 265). '
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6 IN ALPLAND,

grass slope, very slippery in places, with a snow-slope on one side
and stunted oaks on the other. This was before the sun had time
to get in some fine work and dry the slope. More than one carrier
came what is known as a howling cropper.

After negotiating this piece of the mountain we had a very steep
watercourse to descend which ended up in the usual drop of a small
waterfall, in this case being over 20 ft. At this point it is believed
that the river known as the Etchuzawa commences, being fed by the
snow-slope which we had just left. The angle of the lower snow-
slope below the waterfall was some 60 degrees and at one point there
was a large snow-bridge stretching from side to side of the gorge,
underneath which the stream itself had made a large tunnel, and
through which we took our downward course. The valley, although
getting wider and wider, did not show any signs of getting less
steep, and on one snow-slope some of our party put on kanjiki,

Shortly after taking a second breakfast we came to a check in
the shape of a large waterfall with precipitous cliffs rising from the
river in a sheer precipice for a great height. There was no possibil-
ity of descending the river by the watercourse, so a detour had to be
made over a spur. This was a steep climb through giant dockleaves
and slippery bamboo grass over a steep ridge, and then through
dense jungle till we reached the river again. This was a new way
from Yakushidake to Tateyama with a vengeance, and although
we treated this mountain with scant ceremony he had his revenge
on us by laying us several stymies in the shape of magnificent water-
falls. The farther we proceeded the less prospect appeared to be of
reaching Tateyama Onsen that night, and finally we gave up the
idea altogether as at about 5 o’clock we came to another waterfall
which was reported to be again absolutely impassable. Being very
tired and in want of food we decided to camyp for the night by the
side of this stream, which here rushes through the gorge with con-
siderable velocity, foaming in magnificent cascades over enormous
boulders. On the far side a steep rocky bluff rose sheer from the
water's edge, covered with small pine trees growing out of the
solid rock just like a Chinese kakemono. The following morning
we made an early start and after an exceedingly fierce climb
over a very steep spur and down a very steep and slippery
slope the river itself was again reached after four hours exceed-
ingly hard work. Here a magnificent sight met our view in
the shape of a large waterfall some 70 ft. in height. The river, con-
fined to a very narrow space, was rushing with the speed of an ex-
press-train over the top of the fall and a large volume of water came
pouring through the narrow outlet with a terrific roar. The carriers
made a plentiful mid-day meal on rice and wild rhubarb, which
plant grows in profusion on the northern lower slopes of Yakushi-
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was very hard and the gradient was exceedingly steep. We reach-
ed the niver at ten minutes past one after a really hard morning’s
work, but for some reasons best known to himself the guide consid-
ered that we should certainly get a good run for our money, so after
lunch a bridge consisting of small trees lashed together with creepers
was thrown across the xiver from one rock to another. The Kurobe-
gawa at this point is some twenty yards wide with the water foam-
ing at a rapid pace over large boulders into a large pool where no
doubt the wily swana were lurking and waiting for unsuspecting
insects. On both sides sheer precipices covered with pines, alders,
oaks and other alpine trees rose straight up from the water’s edge.
The angle of the spur on the far side must have been at least 80°,
and for the first few hundred feet was a very severe test for our
climbing powers as we literally had to hang on with hands and ice-
axes for dear life before we reached an easier gradient, The dock-
leaves in places were very slippery, as also the bamboo grass. We
had to negotiate a very steep water course, and finally we camped in
the dusk below the summit of Yakushidake at 8,700 f&, This was
the hardest day’s work we had had during the trip, and it must be
said that we treated both the Kurobegawa and Yakushidake with
great disrespect. From our camp on the ridge we had a magnificent
view of the Okunotaira plateau which we had left in the morning,
and beyond Yarigatake formed the principal sight in a magnificent
mountain picture. There was a full moon and the following morn-
ing a glorious sunrise. A very fine view of Kasadake was obtained
from this point with its long ridge running eastward and terminat-
ing with Nukutodake.

On the 23rd we left camp at 8.10 a.m. and arrived at the first
trig. station at 9.10 this point being the southern peak of the crest of
Yakushidake itself. The mountain is covered with loose dry rocks
of limestone (?) ; and is noted for being the home of the wild boar.

We reached the shrine on the summit at 11.10 a.m. taking
things very easily. On our right a vast amphitheatre was filled with
snow. Still taking things very easily after lunch on account of our
exertions of the previous day, we decided to camp on the northern
side of the mountain at 4 p.m., partly owing to a thick mist which
the guide said would prevent him from going any farther. We
pitched camp by the side of a snow-slope, which afforded us water
for cooking the dinner. The night turned very cold as the wind
blew off the snow right into the tent. The next day, the 24th, tea
was ready by 4.40 a.m., accompanied by a magnificent sunrise.
We left camp at 6.35 a.m. and instead of taking the ordinary route
over the ridge to Htchuzawadake and Tobiyama for Tateyama
Onsen the guide again showed us what he could do in the way of
cross-country travelling by dropping off the mountain down a long
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also & small piece of Norvikura hidden behind Kasadake. To the
right Tarozan—a conical peak with a large rent in one side, evi-
dently an old voleano,—rose above the Okunotaira plateau. Beyond
we could see the Toyama plain, and to the right Yakushidake.
Turning round beyond Otenjo we saw behind the Swallow Peak
Asamayama smoking in the far distance. We reached the top of
Kurodake—The Crystal Mountain—at 9.30 a.m., where we had a
good view of the Sea of Japan. The rocks on this peak are covered
with black lichen ; and several crystals were found and taken away
as souvenirs, We took tiffin at 10.45 a.m. below Akadake itself
by the side of two ponds full of melted snow. Although we had
originally intended to climb Washiha and Tarozan, we decided to
make for the Kurobegawa and Yakushidake, so we dropped down
off Akadake over rough country covered with creeping pine, patches
of snow and stunted oaks to the Okunotaira plateau. To appreciate
Kurodake to the full one should view this mountain from the west-
ern side from Okunotaira. We got to our camping ground at 2
pm. This plain is 8,000 ft. above sea-level, and moust be the
original of all Japanese landscape gardens as it is covered with small
ponds, rocks, and small pine-trees, the whole forming an ideal spob
for a mountain camp. In full view of the opening of our tents was
the Tateyama range with Tsurugidake—The Sword Peak—be-
yond, Yakushidake on the lefs, and away in the distance even
Hakusan could be seen, covered with gleaming snow. The follow-
ing day, the 22nd, the whole party were up before sunrise. The
kettle was boiled and tea made over a spirit lamp: A beautiful day
was again in evidence with not a single cloud to be seen anywhere
except a white cap on Tateyama, which cleared away before break-
fast time. The height of this camp by Negretti & Zambra’s aneroid
baromster was 8,071 ft. We lefs the camp at 7.20 a.m. and started
for Yakushidaks. Another very fine view of Hakusan was ob-
tained. Several badger holes were passed, and the track led along-
side a stream choked full of rocks with water running underneath
them. Presently we met with a check, as the track petered out, and
the Omachi guide decided to take a mew route to Yakushidake by
dropping over the northern edge of the plateau right down to the
Kurobe-gawa—in‘other words a bee-line from point to point. If any
mountaineers are desirous of experiencing a new sensation in the
way of climbing they should certainly follow in our foot-steps, as the
drop straight off the plain down to the river itself must have been
fully 3,000 ft. below.

At one place we had three ropes out tied together, and on our
immediate left there was a cliff—a sheer precipice—on the side of
which hundreds of swallows were flying in and out of the holes in
the solid rock. We christened this place Tsubame Goya. The work
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actors, and manzaz). The way up this formidable looking buttress
was on the north side, and we had a stiff climb to the final aréte,
There was one piece of rock only some few inches wide for a dis-
tance of about ten feet, where both the foreigners had to go down
on their hands and knees, and negotiated this mauvais pas straddled-
legged. Both the Japanese guides went across like Blondin on a
tight rope. However, discretion is always the better part of valour,
and in this case a drop either side on to some wicked looking rocks
below was quite enough to call for an inquest if any climber fell on
them. The rocks on the top of Eboshidake are very hard and
sharp, consisting of black and white granite. The Omachi guide,
Yaguchi, informed us that he did not know of any foreigners having
climbed this peak before. Murray’s Guide contains no mention of
this redoubtable peak, which is 2,621 metres high according to the
map issued by the Army Surveying Department, say 8,999 fi. No
ropes were used on this occasion, but it would be advisable to take
one. Some fine views of the range running from the Harinokitoge
were obtained as well as also of Karasawadake, Gakidake, Tsuba-
kurodake and the Otenjo ridge as far as Otenjo itself, but the mist
shut out the view in other directions, We got back to our camp at
6.20 p.m. Saturday, July 20th, saw another late start, as one of our
party wished to go back to Eboshi for some photographs. The
route to Akadake for the major portion of the distance is very easy,
being merely a walk over the ridge on which Mitsudake and Goro-
dake deserve honorable mention,

At tiffin time the temperature was 102 deg. F. as there was no
shade obtainable. Nearing Akadake the going became more in-
teresting, and some loose stone ridges and a considerable amount of
haimatsu had to be negotiated.

The weather was perfect, no clouds to be seen anywhere and a
lovely blue sky over all ; a magnificent view in consequence was the
result. On our left hand Karasawadake, Gaki, Tsubakuro and
Otenjo ; ahead Jonen, Yarigatake and Hotakayama ; to the right
Kurodake, Yakushidake, the Tateyama range and Tsurugidake.
Whilst behind us lay the mountain mass surrounding the Harinoki-
toge, and beyond it the “ Liotus Group.” We had a clear view of
the Zaragoe, the pass that leads to Tateyama Onsen from the
Harinokitoge. The carriers being heavily loaded proceeded very
slowly, and we camped below the Akadake ridge at 4.30 pm. A
very strong wind blew all night from the south-west, and it was
still blowing hard when we left the following morning, July 21st.
We struck camp at 7.30 a.m. The first piece of ridge after leaving
was very interesting, and in many places we were * hanging on by
our eye-brows.”  We reached the top of Akadake at 8.30 a.m. and
secured a fine view of Yari and Hotakayama, Renge and Washiha,
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gawa gorges are well worthy to rank with some of the finest hill
scenery in Japan. At noon we crossed the river by a wire-rope
suspension bridge, and another one at 2.35 p.m.

One of the principal sights in the day’s walk was the Fudo
Waterfall some 70 to 100 ft. in height, and it was a curious sight to
watch the water falling, as owing to recent rains a very large volume
was pouring over the fall itself. The spray from this fall was car-
ried by the force with which it fell for some considerable distance.

We reached Nigori Goya, where there is a small house belong-
ing to the Forestry Bureau, at 3.15 p.m., height 3,850 ft. At this
place we came up with a party of students from the Keio University,
who were making for Kamikochi Onsen over Yarigatake and the
Adzusagawa valley.

The next morning we left our camping place at 6.10 a.m. and
reached the Eboshi ridge at 3.30 p.m., camping some three-quarters
of a mile or so from the peak itself. The gradient after leaving the
Nigorigawa is very steep.

Well up the spur we secured a very fine view of Karasawadake
with its jagged ridges, on which we saw several gendarmes project-
ing from the ridge itself like the rugged teeth of a saw. The climb
of the ridge itself was interesting, and in many places hands and
ice-axes had to be used for hauling oneself up the hillside. We also
obtained very good views of Gaki—The Demon—and Tsubakuro-
dake. From our camping place on the Eboshi ridge we were in full
view of the Tateyama range, all the various peaks being plentifully
streaked with snow. Wind began to blow in fitful gusts, which be-
tokened bad weather. In spite of the very fine day we had exper-
ienced the glass fell rapidly, and rain fell in heavy showers at 8 p.m.
and continued throughout the night.

The weather the next day (Thursday), the 18th, if anything
got worse, and heavy rain-storms at intervals fell all day. There
was nothing to be done except to ““lay off.” That night more wind
and more rain was experienced, though the next day, the 19th, the
weather cleared up about noon, which was too late for us to make a
start for the camp below Akadake, our next resting place. A tor-
rential rain storm came on at 1.10 p.m, and lasted for ten minutes,
but this was the clearing shower and at 4 p.m. we started for the
peak of Eboshidake. The route led along the ridge itself in and
out of the haimatsu, and stunted oak trees which were sopping wet.
We climbed over a rock knob on the ridge which we at first from a
distance took to be the summit itself, but the real “ hat” appeared
directly we had topped the summit, and a glorious sight came in
view in the shape of a mass of black rock jutting some fifty to sixty
feet from the ridge itself in the form of a tulip (or a kind of cap
formerly worn by nobles, and at present used by kannushz, no
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BY

“YAMAKAZE.”

FTER a flying glimpse of Ariakesan, the conical mountain that
guards the entrance to the Nakabusa valley, looming up
through the mists which hid the rest of the mountain giants beyond,
we reached that famous mountain climbers’ hotel at Omachi—the
Taizan-kwan—on Sunday, July 14th, 1918, Here Mr. Momose
Shintaro, the son of the proprietor, made all the necessary arrange-
ments for our trip to Tateyama Onsen via the Eboshi ridge, Kuro-
dake and Yakushidake.

The sun’s rays as we walked through the mulberry fields to
Noguchi the following day beat down upon us with pitiless ferocity.
A late start had been made on account of various necessary arrange-
ments such as buying aburakami, kanjiki, etc., ete. for our carriers,
and tiffin was taken at Oidemura, where the old man who keeps the
resthouse sold the writer a piece of kamoshika skin for two yen,
These bits of fur are very useful for sitting down upon when the
carriers have an ¢ppuku, and afford great protection from damp in
the mountains. Facing us to the right was the farfamed Harinoki-
toge, with snow gleaming through the thick mist which covered the
mountain tops. We crossed the Kagogawa, which river flows into
the Takasegawa near the entrance to the valley that leads to Kuzuno
Onsen. ' The Takasegawa itself was soon reached, and the road
began to rise clinging to the side of cliffs, and winding its way
through magnificent scenery with the snow-fed river flowing below.
The water was a pale sea-green colour except where it curled over
the boulders and rushed through the rapids in white foaming waves.
Past rocky pine-clad bluffs we wandered on, taking things very
slowly, as the guide had made up his mind to spend the first night
at the comfortable resting-place known as Kuzuno Onsen, which we
reached at 8.830 p.m. The height above sea-level measured 3,100 ft.
and the temperature was 70° ¥. There is a nice bath at this onsen,
and fish can be obtained in the river.

We left the onsen at 9.50 a.m. the next morning, the 16th,
and took things very easily. The path gets narrower and in places
hangs to the rocky: cliff sides like a fly on the wall. These Takase-

1
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