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{{tm4= | m London (St. Pancras Station)——Edinburgh (Waverley Station).
41|  Edinburgh.
J-11lm  Edinburgh——Aberdeen——Ballatcr——Braemar Castleton (11007).
J-Elm DBraemar (Morrone Hill, (2819°).
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+idm Braemar (Lochnagar, 3786").

4-{{m Braemar—Derry Lodge——Glen Dee——DLarig Ghru (2750')——Aviemore(697").
J-3m  Aviemore (Loch Alvie, Loch Insh).

+wm Aviemore——Inverness.

+2m Inverness——Caledonian Canal——Fort William.

1]4=tm Fort William (Ben Nevis, 4406’).

2 |{m Fort William (Glen Nevis).

$=1jm TFort Willlam—XKillin (360").

#ijm  Killin (Glen Lochey).

$£Bm Killin——Loch Tay——Kenmore——Edinburgh.

sidm  Edinburgh—Callander. ,

s y{m Callander (Ben Ledi, 2875").

fyPm Callander——Trossachs——Loch Katrine —Loch Lomond——Rowardenan.
$srlm Rowardenan (Pen Lomond, 8192').

22m Rowardenan——Balloch——Glasgow——Edinburgh.
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Away, ye cay landscapes, ye gardens of roses !

In you let the minions of luxury rove ;
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Okenie  Hip
TRestore me the rocks, where the snow-flake reproses,

Though still they are sacred to freedom and love :
Yet, Caledonia, beloved are thy mountains,

Round their white summits though elements war ;
Though cataracts foam ’stead of smooth-flowing fountains,

I sigh for the valley of dark Loch na Garr.
Ah ! there my young footsteps in infancy wander'd ;

My cap was the bonnet, my cloak was the plaid ;
On chieftains long perish’d my memory ponder’d,

As daily I strode through the pine-cover'd glade :
I sought not my home till the day’s dying glory

Gave place to the rays of the bright polar star;
For fancy was cheer’d by traditional story,

Disclosed by the natives of dark Loch na Garr.
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JAPANESE PART OF THE JOURNAL, 25

ABSENT MEMBERS.

Admitted.
Mr, Felix Dinsdale June 1914
Mrx. O. F. Mocock Oct. 1917
Mr. W. A. Tomlinson Nov. 1917

JAPANESE PART OF THE JOURNAL.

The principal articles in the Japanese part
are :—

Enasan in Autumn by N. Saionji,

The Scottish Highlands by I. A. Tsujimura,

Ascent of Tateyama from Fastern Side by M.

Ascent of Dainichidake by M, Kamuri.

of this number

Kamuri..

Sotomedake and Okudainichidake by M. Kamuri.

Alpine Plants Notes by H. Takeda.

List of the Guides in Omachi, Koshin Yanagisawa, and for the

Shinomura and other Alps.
An Accident on the Zaodalke.

THE ILLUSTRATIONS IN THE JAPANESE PART.

FACE PAGE.

(156) The Lochnagar, looking toward the East.
phot. by.

(164) The Cairn on the Liochnagar. #

(172) The Circus of the Liochnagar. W

(180) The Pool of Dee. e

(188) A Part of the Cairngorm Mountain. ,,

(196) Near the Callander Craig, 5

(204) Ben Ledi, from Callander. o

49
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24 LIST OF THE CLUB MEMBERS,

LIST OF THE CLUB MEMBERS.
(ForelGN MEMBERS ONLY).

Elected.
March 1910 The Alpine Club, 23 Saville Row ,
Lo

Honm;ary Member.
The Rev. Waletr Weston

Mr. B. Abraham

Mr. F. W. Allcock
Mrs. G. E. Benham
Mr. Eric N. de Bunsen

Mr, H. Carew
Mr. William Cliff

Mr. H. E. Daunt, F.R.G.S.
The Rev. W. H. Elwin
Mr. J. G. 8. Gausden

M. A. G. Hearn

Mr. Jacob Hunziker

Mr. N. Libeaud

The Rev. John F. L. Macrae
Mrs. N. M. Macrae

Mr, H. W. Malcolm

Mr. E. Mendelson

Mr, Herbert Middleton

Mr. George Moilliet

Mr. Lionel Nuzum

Mr. Paul Nipkow

Dr. Paravicini

Mr, O. Manchester Poole,
F.R.GS.

Mr. Martin Schellenberg

Mr. A. Schulthess

Mr. F. N. Shea

Mr. H. Treichler
Th? Rt. Rev, Bishop Tucker

The Rev. W. H. M. Walton
Mr. J. P. Warren
Mrs. Frances E. Weston

Mr. Oswald White

Admitted.

July
July
June
Sept.

May
Nov.

Sept.
Jan,
Feb.
July

Jan.

Nov.
June
July
Nov.

July

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

Nov.

Feb.

Nov.

Sept.

Nov.
Feb.

Jan.
Nov.
Oct.

July

1918
1912
1910

ndon, W., England.

No. 14) Sanchome, Yamamotodori ,
Kobe.

Messrs. Strachan & Co., No. 71 Yama-
shitacho, Yokohama.

cfo Mrs. G. King, No. 1 King Road ,
Halstead, Essex, England.

1913 [The British Consulate, Yokohama.

1909
1918

1915
1918
1918
1913

1918
1918
1916
1913
1818

1906

1918
1917
1918
1918
1916
1918

1917
1918
1915

1918
1910

1918
1918
1912

1915
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/o Sale & Frazer, Ltd., Yagesucho, Ko-
jimachiku, Tokyo.

No. 80 Kyomachi, Kobe. :

The Vacuum Oil Co. 38-o Nakamachi,
Kobe.

No. 7 Sasugayacho, Koishikawaku,
Tokyo.

The Vacuum Oil Co., Tokyo Kaijio
Bldg. Eirakucho, Tokyo.

¢/o Venus Life Ass. Co. 127 Szechien
Road, Shanghai.

No. 39 'I'omizakacho, Koishikawaku ,
Tokyo.

No. 46 Harimachi, Kobe.
Kiu Mazan, Keishodo, Chosen.

” o n n

No. 26-8 Naniwamachi, Kobe.

The Crown Cork Co. No. 2569 Yama-
snitacho, Yokohama.

The Office of Shanghai Nanking Rail-
way, Shanghai, China.

;{o Imperial Hotel, Tokyo.
0. 14 Mayemachi, Kobe.

No. 174 Yamashitacho, Yokohama.

No. 64 Yamate, Yokohama.

No. 60 Yamashitacho, Yokohama.

No. 174 Yamashitacho, Yokohama.

No. 246-A Yamashitacho, Yokohamsa.

The American Trading Co., No. 99
Kitamachi, Kobe.

No. 90-a, Yamashitacho, Yokohama.

Shimotachiuri-agaru, Karasumarudori,
Kyoto.

No. 324 Hiratsukamachi, Hiroshima.

No. 82 Kyomachi, Kobe.

No. 79, Melbury Gardens, Wimbledon,
London, S.W. 19, England.

British Consulate, Kawaguchi, Osaka.



CLUB PROCEEDINGS. 23

If you hear at any time of any member of the J.A.C. coming
to England, be sure and let them know how pleased I should be to
make their acquaintance.

CLUB PROCEEDINGS.

THE foreign members of the Club who are resident in Yokohama
and Tokio baving on several occasions been most hospitably
entertained at lantern slide lectures, at the premises so kindly lent for
Club purposes by Mr. Z. Takano a return entertainment was ar-
ranged on Sunday the 8th December which took the form of a walk
to Kamakura and lunch at the Kamakura Hotel, where the Japan-
ese members were entertained as the guests of the foreign members,
The start was made from Sakuragi-cho at 9 o’clock motor cars
being taken down the Seki Valley to close to the Mine temple from
where the walk over the hills to Kamakura was taken, The weather
fortunately was perfect and the walk which was new to most of the
Japanese members and also to at least three of the foreign members
who have been resident in Yokohama for over 25!years, was enjoyed
by all. Kamakura was reached at 12.40 o’clock and after lunch the
members occupied themselves until train time looking over some
very interesting Alpine Journals which had been brought along by
Mr. Kondo.

During lunch it was proposed and decided to if possible hold
monthly week end walks in the Hakone Mountains or other suitable
places adjacent to Yokobama and Tokio and Messrs. Takano,
Kondo, Gausden and Moilliet were appointed a committee to ax-
range for these.

Those present on Sunday’s outing were :— Dr. Paravicini,
Messrs, Moilliet, Schellenberg, Gausden, Smith, Averill, Treichler,
Nipkow, Mendelson, Allcock and Poole ; S. Kondo, T. Z. Takano,
I. Tsujimura, C. Umezawa, T. Toriyama, E. Gah, S. Matsumiyx
and T. Rokuu.

Thethird meeting of the foreign members of the Club was held at
the premises of the Club at No. 64 Honcho Shichome, Yokohama,
on Friday February 7th, at 7.30 p.m. Mr. I. Tsujimura presiding.

Mr. O. M. Poole, F.R.G.S. read a Paper entitled “ Rambles in
Japan’’ which was illustrated by excellent photographic slides.

Dr. Paravicini gave a lecture on the subject of *“ Fiist Medical
Aid in Mountaineering,” dealing in every possible emergency case in
mountain climbing,

Mr. Tsujimura then proposed a vote of thanks to the speakers,
which was carried out amid applause.

The next meeting will be held on Friday, June 6th, at the
same premises at 8,00 p.m,
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22 NEWS FROM MEMBERS,

their own little triumphs. And we hope there will be many who
will find in the book an incentive to try their hand for the first time.
Mr., Weston has done good service in writing this book.—O. W,

NEWS FROM MEMBERS.
London, January 3rd, 1919,

MY first letter abroad this year shall be to your own goodself and
on the subject which is of such special interest to me—namely
The Japanese Alpine Club,

I send by this mail a copy of a most interesting book on
“ Mountaineering "’ in the ‘ Badminton’ series, for the Library of
the Nippon Sangaku Kwai,

It 1s the most authoritative volume written on the subject, and
is the results of the efforts of most famous climbers and explorers in
the Alps and other regions.

Please hand it to the officers of the Club with my compliments
and best wishes for its prosperity and progress.

You will be interested to learn that I have just been elected a
member of the Committee of the Alpine Club, an honour which I
appreciate all the more because I feel it is partly in recognition of
my travels in the Japanese Alps and of my share in assisting the
formation of the J. A. C.

I also send you a note on the origin of the title of “ The Japan-
ese Alps” which I thought would more fittingly be printed in the pages
of the ‘Nippon Sangaku’ than in a foreign book printed in England.

This explanation of the title may safely be regarded as authori-
tative, since 1t is the result of close investigation and enquiry on my
own part in the company of the two earliest writers and travellers of
distinction in the Japanese Alpine regions.

I hope shortly to send you the account of which I spoke in one
of my letters dealing with the last climbs made by Mrs, Weston
and myself on the Alps of Switzerland. Please use 1t as you think
best, as to translation etc. in the Sangaku,

With kindest greetings to yourself and to all my J.A.C, friends,

I am, Yours sincerely,
WALTER WESTON.

P.S.—Since writing.it I have finished the note on ““ The Japan-
ese Alps” which I hope you will find interesting and useful for
¢ Sangaku.’

I have also sent off by an earlier mail the copy of * Mountain-
eering ” in the Badminton series and hope it will arrive safely.
Although it was published more than 20 years ago, it is still the
best book of the kind in existence.
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REVIEWS, 21

‘“ almost maternal solicitude, retired to spend the night by the camp
“ fire with the two goriki (porters) from Shimajima.” And straight-
way we are transported in memory to many similar nights that we
have spent. No one can read this book, then, without a desire to
throw aside everything and take to the hills.

The contents of the book may be divided into two parts—one
dealing with points of general interest in connection with mountain-
eering in Japan, the legendary doings of the original Buddhist
pioneers, annals of Fuji San, sport and miscellaneous matters, the
other with Mr. Weston's actual climbing experiences. Though the
general subjects are more or less familiar, Mr. Weston writes of
them in a crisp manner with refreshing comments interspersed and
while a keen lover of Japan he does not hesitate to sound a note of
disapproval where it seems warranted. He refers, for instance, to a
proneness to worship merely that which is suggestive of human
efficiency and of the supremacy of material power. The author
speaks throughout with affection of his guides and goriki. *‘ There
“ is something in the open and communistic character of the daily life
“ of these people...... that tends to make them natural and consider-
“ate, and that develops self-restraint, resourcefulness and patience.”

To turn to Mr. Weston’s account of his own mountaineering ex-
periences, the tale is taken up again where it was left off twenty
years ago in the ““Japanese Alps.” We are re-introduced to old
favourites in a new guise. There are vivid accounts of new ascents
of Oku Hodaka and of Yarigatake by its northern face. To quote
from either is to do scant justice to the original as the passages can
be fully appreciated only in their entirety, Mr. Weston has the art
of writing vividly and picturesquely and as we read the picture un-
folds before our eyes, “ We had been climbing hard continuously
“ for nearly six hours; our clothes had long been soaked through
“and through, fingers were numbed, and our persons chilled to the
“ very bone......(quite in extenso p. 160 to p. 161)...... and “then
“ he stood aside and invited me to step on to the shattered crag that
“ forms the summit of the finest granite peak in the whole of the
“ Japanese Alps.”

Then again the author takes us once more to the giants of the
Southern Alps—Ho-wo-zan, the scene of his most famous climb
when he scaled the twin pillars at the top unaided, Shirane, Senjo
and Komagatake—and the extreme northern peaks—Shirouma,
Tateyama......we should like to quote but space forbids.: The names
“are charmed. As Macaulay said in a different connection, “ They
“ are words of enchantment. No sooner are they produced, than the
“ past is present and the distant near.” Those who have had the
fortune to climb in the Japanese Alps will feel a fresh lease of life in
reading the pages of Mr. Weston’s books, and will live over again
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REVIEWS.
«THE PLAYGROUND OF THE FAR EAST.”

THE numerous friends of the Rev. Walter Weston and the still

wider circle of those who know him by repute and through the
nages of his earlier book ““The Japanese Alps” will welcome the
appearance of another volume from his pen—*The Playground of
the Far Hast.”

We all owe a special debt to Mr. Weston. Though not the
only foreigner to scale the peaks of the Japanese Alps in the days
when they were all but unknown to the outside world, no one
threw himself so whole-heartedly into the task not only of exploring
their hidden beauties but of introducing them to the public as Mr.
Weston, His keenness was instrumental in arousing Japanese and
foreigners alike to a new world that lay at their doors. If some of
the climbs that were so difficult in those days are fairly plain sailing
now, we have to remember the debt we owe to the pioneers who
first blazed the trail. Many obstacles, now happily removed, stood
in the path of the venturesome climber—lack of guides, local super-
stition, ignorance of routes and, generally, want of facilities. Not
that the spice of adventure, the lure of the unknown, have disap-
peared or are likely to disappear. The conquest of the outstanding
giants Yari, Tateyama, Shirane and many another name dear to
the heart of the climber in Japan has been but the opening of the
door to a host of central peaks that are now being traversed in all
directions year by year by the constantly growing band of climbers.
Tt was the fore-runners, however, who gave us the key and among
them the place of honour must be accorded to Mr. Weston.

“The Playground of the Far East” does not claim to be a
Guide to the Japanese Alps. That has yet to be written. In the
“ Japanese Alps” the author first sought to attract attention to
these splendid but unfamiliar scenes and the book before us repre-
gsents “a further attempt to repeat the call.” This object it will
more than fulfil. Mr. Weston has the gift of a flowing style and
he writes with an enthusiasm that cairies the reader with him.
After a perusal of these glowing pages, one feels tempted to use the
words of the Roman poet in a new sense “ Qui amavit bis hodie
amet : qui nunquam amavit cras amabit.” Read this little passage,
« As night fell we pitched our camp and ate our supper by a cheer-
« £yl fire of pine-logs, while the clear crescent moon arose from
“peyond Chogatake (“The Butterfly Peak ”) and touched with
“gilver radiance the spires and battlements of Hodaka, towering
“ imposingly behind us. When bedtime came, Seizo slung my
« hammock between two tall pines, and after settling me in with
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Alps” in order to distinguish them from the ranges of Hida, Shin-
shu, ete. which I now, for the sake of clearness, called “The Northern
Japanese Alps.” These terms'T used as the titles of the second and
third papers which I read before the Royal Geographical Society and
elsewhere, in 1905 and 1915 respectively.

I should like to point out that the variation of the name some-
umes used by Japanese writers in English—“ The Japan Alps ”—
is neither so euphonious nor so much in accordance with the usage of
correct English.,

In view of the kindly interest shown in my recently published
second book on my travels in the fascinating Alpine regions of Japan,
I should like to explain the origin of its title “The Playground
of the Far Fast.” Many years ago, the late Sir Leslie Stephen,
a famous men of letters, and at one time President of the Alpine
Club, published a delightful volume on his climbs in the Alps, under
the name of ““ The Playground of Europe.” When I was searching
for a suitable title for my book dealing with my own later experi-
ences of a similar kind, it seemed to me that I could not do better
than adopt a term, originally used to describe the Alps of Switzer-
land, to designate the beautiful mountains of Japan, where so many
of the active younger generation of educated Japanese are year by
year finding so much helpful and invigorating recreation both for
body and mind. There is no region which so deserves the title in
the whole of eastern Asia, of “ The Playground of the Far East ”’ as
that now familiar to us as “The Japanese Alps.” I was greatly
interested to hear that some time ago one of the most important
Japanese steamship lines named its newly launched vessel “ The
Alps Marun.”

CLUB LIBRARY.

THE FOoLLOWING PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS HAVE
BEEN ADDED TO THE CLUB LIBRARY SINCE
NovEMBER 1918 :—

Bulletins of the Associated Mountaineering

Clubs of North America, New York, 1917 and
1918,
Selected List of Books on Mountaineering. W ,»  1916.

Alpina Americana, Nos. 1 to 3, 5 e
The Canadian Alpine Journal, Vol. No, 9, Bantff, 1918,

Bulletins of the American Game Protective
Association, Vol, 7, No. 3. New York, 1918.
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OF THE ORIGIN OF THE TERM
“THE JAPANESE ALPS.”

BY
THE REV. WALTER WESTON.

"THE origin of the term ‘“ The Japanese Alps” has long been a
subject of interest and enquiry among Japanese mountaineers,

I bave had an opportunity recently, of personally discussing
the question with two friends, Sir Ernest Satow, formerly British
Minister in Tokyo, and Professor Gowland, formerly of the Imperial
Japanese Mint in Osaka, who were the earliest European writers on
the high mountain regions of Alpine Japan. I am therefore at last
able to place on record the most authoritative information obtainable
on the subject, for the benefit of the readers of the Sangaku and
others who may be interested.

In the first edition of Murray’s ““ Hand book for Japan ' 1881,
of which the principal editor was Sir (then Mr.) Ernest Satow, a
short account was given by Prof. Gowland, of some of the higher
peaks of the Hida-Shinshu range. In this it was suggested that
this range “ might perhaps be termed the Japanese Alps.”

When I first pointed this out to Prof. Gowland recently, he
said he did not recollect having originated the expression * Japanese
Alps.” But when I was visiting Sir Ernest Satow subsequently,
and referred to the subject he stated that he felt quite sure the words
were originally first so used by Professor Gowland.

In the 2nd Edition (1884) the term was also introduced (p. 117)
in the description of the view from the summit of Fuji-san, as fol-
lows :—* The Japanese Alps, the great range that divides far-off
Hida from Shinshu,”

These mountain ranges, however, were seldom visited by
European travellers, and for many years the title was never really
used., After my own first expedition to them in 1891, (see *“ Moun-
taineering in the Japanese Alps ") I began to write detailed accounts
of my travels for the “ Japan Mail”” and other English newspapers
in which I adopted the title. On my return to England in 1895, I
used it in my lectures at the Alpine Club, the Royal Geographical
Society, and many other similar learned institutions. The result was
that the term, which seemed so suitable, now became generally ac-
cepted, and gradually established itself in use.

I came back to Japan a second time in 1902, with Mrs,
Weston, and then began to explore in the mountains of Shinshu
and Koshu, to which I gave the name “The Southern Japanese
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16 A CRACK WITH KAMONJI.

marksman, and has an excellent knowledge of the Jonen range and
knows Gaki and the Karasawa by heart. Of these three crack
mountaineers Kamonji was the eldest, and they were all well ac-
quainted with each other. '

‘Whilst on the mountains he went slowly but steadily with little
effort very seldom taking a rest as others are apt to do. Probably
this superiority was a great deal due to his never smoking. Kamonji
was a very expert rock climber, and only the previous day had
taken a Japanese to the top of Mae Hodaka from the Myojin-ike.
It is said of him :—“ Given a stick there is no bad place where
Kamonji cannot stand on.” When the snows began to thaw he
was always out with other men engaged on the work of shooting
timber down the Adzusagawa, and other rivers. On these occasions
he has been known to stand on sharp pointed rocks and boulders in
the middle of the stream in order to shift logs blocking up the water-
course, a performance which it is said other woodmen dare not do.

Kamonji must have been impervious to cold as he has been
known to sleep without covering by the side of a camp fire when
others were shivering. He was always very straightforward in his
dealings, and his word was as good as his bond.

Early in August 1917 Kamonji took a party of climbers from
Hodakayama to Yeboshidake coming out at Omachi, Tt is said that
he contracted on this trip the illness from which he died at Shima-
shima on Oct. 27th of that year. The doctors who attended him
diagnosed his case as jaundice, and Dr. Saito of Matsumoto is report-
ed to be of the opinion that Kamonji's trouble was brought about by
the subsidence of the liver due to carrying heavy loads on his back
for many years,

Kamonji was one of the old guard. Short in stature he possess-
ed extraordinary physical powers. With a remarkably dogged and
determined character he was absolutely in the very front rank of
Japanese mountaineers, in fact a pioneer of pioneers who have de-
veloped the craft of mountaineering to the present pitch of excellence
in which it finds itself at the present time. Good guides it has been
truly said are born and not made. Kamonji had all the good
qualities of a first class guide being staunch and true, courteous and
good-tempered, with consideration for the feelings of others, and
moreover very fertile in resource with a quickness of perception very
highly developed. His keen love for the glorious peaks and Alpine
valleys where he lived was extraordinary ; and his kindly face, with
that friendly look in his honest eyes which there is no mistaking,
will be missed for many a long day round Kamikochi Onsen.
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hut. There were two large trays made of pieces of split bamboo one
above the other hanging over the fire place, and there must have
been something like fifty to sixty trout on them and all well smoked.
The hut had no chimney and no windows, so the roof and the
rafters presented a smoke-blackened appearance as if they had just
been covered with a fresh coat of tar. In the side opposite the door
were a couple of wooden bunks like you see in the forecastle of a
boat. Hanging to wooden pegs round the walls were the old man’s
Browning repeating rifle, several palrs of snow shoes and some snow
boots, a large collection of waragt, a couple of straw rain coats, some
fishing nets and a trout spear. Kamonji’s home in the mountains
was cerfainly well worth going to see. We ate the trout ¢ la
Americain like corn off a cob, or in other words off the bamboo
skewers, and most delicious they proved to be.

Kamonji's father was the second son of Arima Matashichi, and
he himself was born at Aza Miyogahira, Azumi-mura, Nagano-ken.
When he was twelve years of age he accompanied his father to
Kamikochi, who worked as a cook for a camp of seven woodcutters,
and he himself worked as a woodman till he was fourteen. From
those early days he earned his living by hunting and fishing. At
the age of 24 he was adopted into the family of Kamijo Magoshiro
at Shimashima and was then known as Kamijo Kamonji. FHe then
built his shooting box by the side of the Myojin-ike, It was about
the year 1880 that he for the first time in his life became acquainted
with foreigners and Yedokko. At that time no tracks over the Hida
mountains were in existence, and Kamonji was the only guide in
the vicinity of Hodakayama. If he had kept a game book it would
have made interesting reading as many bears, wild boars, deer, and
even monkeys fell to his gun. His sphere of activity as a professional
mountain guide covered a very large area, including all the well-
known peaks round Hodaka and Yari from Norikura and Kasadake
in the west to the Tateyama range in the north, He also knew
and was particularly familiar with the valleys traversed by the
Kurobegawa, the Takasegawa and the Adzusagawa.

He figured as one of the three so-called genro or veteran guides
of the Northern Japanese Alps, and as stated above was known as
the Lord of Hotaka. The other two are Toyama Shinayemon, the
Lord of the Kurobegawa, and Yokozawa Ruizo, the Lord of Naka-
busa. The former earned his living as a professional fisherman on
the Kurobegawa, and although he possessed a thorough knowledge
of the mountains in the neighbourhood of Tateyama he has never
been known to accept a fee for services rendered as a guide. Owing
to his advanced age—about seventy—he retired from the mountains
in 1915 and opened a small tea-house at Ode about 1 ri from
Omachi on the way to the Harinoki-toge. The latter is a fine
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14 A CRACK WITH KAMONJI,

lar force to the esceat of “ Ogaki.” I can strongly r.commend the
ascent of Ogali, and feel that in this formidable mountain any
climber will find a *“ foeman woithy of his steel.”

A CRACK WITH KAMONJI.

0y

“ELUE DRAGON-FLY.”

WITH Otenjo’s “scalp ” in a rucksacl which we had taken en

passant from Nakabusa Onsen. it was in the latter part of Jul&
1916 when we walked into Kamikochi by the beautiful vailey of the
Adzusagawa. We had also climbed Ariake-san, the Shinshu Fuji,
and Tsubakuro-dake, the Swallow Peak and the Blue Dragon-fly
for one made no strenuous Objections to a lie off and a laze for a
couple of days at that famous mountain hot spring at the foot of
Yakeyama. The onsen hotel was very full of students and seismo-
logists, artists and missionaries, so we were more than lucky in
finding accommodation. The weather which had been gloriously
fine for over five days showed signs of a marked change, and rain
was predicted. However, no matter what the weather is like, a real
“ goat ” cannot stop in a yadoya all day long. He must have fresh
air and exercise. So on the morning of the 23rd we set off to have
a “ crack ” as the Scotch say with Kamonji, one of the finest guides
in the Japanese mountaineering world, and known therein as the
Lord of Hotaka. A couple of heavy showers fell, and after crossing
the river from the path to the Tokugo Hut, the stream being knee
deep, we found the old man on the Myojin-ike just poling into the
landing place on a small raft. The Myojin-ike is one of the most
beautiful meres in the world. Nestling at the foot of the steep pine-
clad slopes of Mae Hodaka its sides are surrounded by rocks many
of them covered with bright green moss and some with small pine
trees growing out of cracks and crevices, reminding one very much
of the famous scene—one of the san-kei—between Shiogama and
Matsushima. The reflection of the surrounding scenery on the face
of the lake itself is magnificent, and a painting of the coup d'ceil
would make a gorgeous subject for the drop-scene of a theatre. In
spite of his 71 years Kamonji’s hair was thick and black and with a
chamois skin cape over his shoulders he certainly did not look a
day older than 50. He gave us a warm welcome and invited us to
his shooting box, a typical mountain chilet, close by, in which he
made his home for about nine or ten months in the year. He
had caught three fine trout—yamame—and after cleaning them,
broiled them over the charcoal fire in the middle of the floor of the
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of the rocks flanking the Nakabusatake. We endeavoured to avoid
this bad place by making a detour through the woods, but found
these impenetrable. We were, therefore, forced to scramble down
about 50 feet of wet, slippery, perpendicular rock, with a roaring
mass of water within a few feet of us on our left, and directly below
us a deep pool into which the cascade fell. Upon arriving at the
foot of this steep rock wall, a ledge of about 2 feet in width was all
we had to stand on, and a single 40 feet pine trunk about 18
inches wide was the only means we had of crossing the pool into
which the roaring waters fell with a deafening thunder. Along this
swaying, slippery log, green with moss and lichen, we scrambled in
inky darkness. We finally all safely negotiated this bad bit, after
which better time was made. The steep rock wall nearly opposite
the ravine leading to Tsubakuro also presented some considerable

_ difficulty in traversing, Very gingerly we negotiated the frowning
bluff, hanging by our hands, none of the ledges being more than
two or three inches in width, and this in darkness that could almost
be felt with the river, at this spot about 20 feet deep, rushing like &
millrace, and the foaming waters gleaming white in the gloom as
they dashed over hidden boulders. The welcome lights of the
Onsen showed up soon afterwards, and at 10.15 p.m. we returned,
tired but happy, having conquered the formidable “ Demon ™ Peak,
the double journey occupying 14 h. and 40 m., the last 3 hours’ work
being done after nightfall.

So far as the writer is aware, no foreigner has ever reached the
summit of Gaki, and on the following day the fact that the
“ Demon” Peak had been conquered caused quite a sensation
amongst the guests at the Onsen.

In my opinion the best way to climb Ogaki is to camp on the
evening of the first day at the foot of the ravine in which the Naka-
busagawa has its source, allow the whole of the following day for
the climb, and either retun to the camp on the evening of the same
day or go straight into Nakabusa. As already mentioned, there is
no w ‘ter on the mountain itself, It is a very stiff climb to compass
withis the limits of one day, and not to be recommended in any
circumstances. On account of the inpenetrability of the forests
clothing the lower slopes of this peak, and furthermore on account of
the dangerous nature of . the ridges, spears and final summit, to
hasten would be suicidal on the part of the mountaineer,

The difficulties of Gaki will be fully realised by the mountaineer
when it is borne in mind that although 7 hrs, and 45 m. ware oc-
cupied in the ascent, almost the same time, viz. 6 h., 55 m, was
necessary in descending the mountain and returning to Nakabusa,
the round trip, as already mentioned, occupied 14 hrs. and 40 m.
The old climber's axiom “ make haste slowly ”” applies with particu-
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below us to the S, a'good view was obtained of the ridge we had
‘traversed, its perpendicular slopes and razor-back aréte clothed at
rare intervals with dwarf pines. The many spears jutting from the
crest line formed a magnificent spectacle, especially as they were
gilded by the rays of the setting sun. On such occasions as these
one realises how puny is the human atom when compared with the
mighty work of nature in her mountain fastnesses. A feeling of
helplessness, almost of fear, seized me as I gazed upon the gaunt
pinnacles and gloomy ravines of the “ Demon ”” Peak. Brief indeed
is the finite human span when one realizes that such titanic rock
masses as Gaki have endured through untold ages to the present
day, and to all appearances will for aeons yet to come rise in stately
grandeur above the tiny humans in the plains below.

At 3.35 p.m. we commenced to descend, after having taken a
few photos and securing a souvenir piece of rock from the summit.
Good progress was made over the ridges, but the No. 1 coolie had a
narrow escape when descending the big smooth slab of granite al-
ready referred to. Being the last man on the rope, he elected to try
his luck without its aid. The remaining coolie and the F. G., who
had descended first, were waiting below on a narrow protuberance
of rock ready to haul the rope in after the No. 1 coolie had reached
the spot on which we stood. Suddenly I saw him slip, and slide
helplessly down the face of the rock, each instant gathering mo-
mentum. By a mighty effort he tnrew himself on the rope and
succeeded in grasping it, but he was a very scared inakamono indeed
when he landed at our feet. His hands were also badly chafed and
bleeding owing to his having grabbed the rope when practically fall-
ing into space. A few feet more and he would have dropped like a
stone off the ridge on to the jagged pinnacles hundreds of feet below.

The shades of night were now falling fast, and we accelerated
our pace as much as.possible consistent with safety, and at about 7
p.m. reached the top of the precipitous ravine in which rises the
Nakabusagawa. No time was wasted, and we descended that savage
glen at a breakneck pace, every moment risking sprained ankles and
such minor injuries. We occupied 1} hours in climbing this ravine,
but descended to the river in 35 minutes—this in almost pitch black
darkness,

Our froubles were, however, by no means over. It was by this
time quite dark, the moon not having risen, and we had about 2 ¢
of terrible rough going to negotiate down the torrent-riven ravine
of the Nakabusagawa before reaching the Onsen.

We unfortunately had neglected to bring lanterns, so progress
was necessarily slow.

Some of the bad spots, awkward enough to negotiate in day-
light, were positively wicked in tbe darkness, especially the descent
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in reaching the summit, we should not be able to quit the perilous
ridge before dark). I now understand why the guide had declared
in such an offhand way that we could climb Gaki and reach the
Onsen again in about 12 hours; his intention was to go as far as
Kogaki only! From that point to the summit of Ogaki is about 1
ri, and proved to be the most difficult and dangerous scramble I
have ever experienced amongst the mountains of Japan.

From Kogaki, after a careful descent to the ridge, steady pro-
gress was made, but two very awkward spears which blocked the way,
and rose about 150 feet above the aréte, had to be crossed. On our
left hand a wall of rock frowned up, and on the right the small space
upon which we stood fell away in a sheer precipice far in to the valley
below. Ahead, and some 500 feet above the spot we stood, connect-
ed by a razor-back ridge about 400 feet below, rose the mighty peak
of Ogaki, a truly inaccessible looking mass of rock, clothed here and
there with stunted haimatsw, its suamit broken into hundreds of
weird and jagged crags and pinnacles, verily an impressive sight
bathed in the golden rays of the afternoon sun. Hastily bolting a
frugal tiffin, we with great care once more descended to the hai-
matsu line, slowly making the traverse to the foot of the main peak,
clinging with our hands to the rock walls by means of the rough
roots of the creeping pine while our feet were busily engaged in
searching for crevices in the rock, and where there were none, we
used the tangled roots as a sailor does the ratlines of his vessel.
More than once the members of the party slipped, hanging by our
hands for a brief space over the awesome abyss. This “ piece de
resistance ” was at last conquered, and then followed a fierce climb
up the final peak composed of smooth slabs of granite, worn slippery
by the elements, and extremely steep—in fact this last lap of Gaki
has a dash of the Dolomite in its composition. Slowly and steadily
we progressed, having to cross one more ridge before reaching the
highest point, but after a rough experience we stood on the summit
of Ogaki at 8.20 pm. 7 h. and 45 m. from Nakabusa Onsen,
and 2 h, and 55 m. from Kogaki; the barometer gave a height of
9450 feet.

Awe inspiring was the view from the summit. Although tothe
N. W., and S, W,, heavy banks of clouds obscured the more distant
peaks, a fairly good view was obtained of the nearer mountains. To
the N. towered the granite mass of Karasawadake—a giant of about
9000 feet. This peak is separated by a deep gorge from Gaki, the N,
face of which falls precipitously into the valley of the Takasegawa
beneath. Tsubakuro, to the S. W., showed up splendidly, and a
fair view was obtained of Shimizudake, above which we could just
make out the wooded crest of Ariakesan, Further to the E. appear-
ed the smaller peaks of Marauosan and Amebikiyama. Directly
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the N, shoulder of Shimidzudake, we slowly forced a way through
the almost impenetrable forest, the haimatsu being of quite an
abnormal growth, which necessitated our leaving the ridge at times
and descending the steep mountain side. By dint of strenuous work
on the part of the guides hacking a way through the undergrowth,
and also by making such detours, we gradually approached the
ridge of our peak.

Soon after eleven o’clock we reached the ridge of Gaki proper,
and were favoured with a most impressive view ot the various for-
bidding and perpendicular spears which crown its knife-like aréte.
A thick mist now made its unwelcome appearance, and banks of
clouds commenced to sweep over the mountain from E. to W.
Pushing on, we encountered an extremely difficult piece of work in
negotiating the ridge. We climbed over some of the spears, but
others were so dangerous that to go over same would have taken
much time, and necessitated an undue use of the rope. We there-
fore decided to traverse the more difficult of the crags. By clinging
to the roots of the haimatsu while angling for footholds, we gradually
worked our way along with a sheer drop of some 2000 feet directly
beneath our feet. In this manner we overcame the difficulties pre-
sented by the worst of the spears, although even by adopting such
methods we were obliged to have the rope out several times.

At 12.55 p.m. we reached the summit of a peak, height per
barometer 9250 feet. This the guides stated to be the summit, and
as a heavy mist continued to sweep over the ridge from the E., for a
moment the writer believed them. However, as the spot on which
we stood fell sharply away to the N., I enquired whether there was
any way down should a climber wish to ascend Karasawadake.
“Iye” (oh no), replied the guide, * Sochira wa kenso no gake
bakari de totemo ori raremasen,” (There is nothing but a sheer
precipice in that direction, and to descend is impossible,) Just as he
spoke the mist cleared for a moment, and an alpine giant of forbid-
ding appearance loomed grandly up in the near distance due N., a
massive perpendicular wall of grey granite, its lower parts clothed
sparsely with the ubiquitous aimatsu. I noticed the peak on which
1 stood was connected with the mountain so suddenly visible by a
jagged ridge, but to reach this latter one had to descend an appalling
drop of about 300 feet. “Isn’t that the summit? I enquired. Then,in
a hesitating voice, the guide replied : ““ 4h, are wa Ogaki daga nobore
s0 mo arimasen yo, nanishiro doko kara noborun da ka wakara nai
domo kiken desw yo, sore ni hiashi mo mijikai kara noboru dake
wa nobotte mo akarur ucht ni ano abunakashit yama wo koseruka
doka wakari masen.” (Oh, that is Ogaki, and quite impossible,
as not only is it dangerous, but it is not known whether there is a
way up to the top; besides the day is far gone and if we do succeed
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a great pace. It was hard work scrambling round and over the
huge boulders, often as large as a small Japanese house, and all the
members of the party lost small portions of their epidermis through
coming into too violent contact with the jagged edges of these iuge
rocky masses.

At times the high and perpendicu'ar rock walls of the ravine
closed in on the river, the waters of which thus contracted dashed
through such gaps with a deafening volume of sound. We found it
necessary to traverse these difficult places, it being quite impossible
to negotiate the virgin forests flanking the stream, which would
have entailed the loss of much valuable time. The torrent-riven
gorge of the Nakabusa-gawa is of wonderful scenic beauty. Flanked
by dense, and practically untrodden forests, the haunt of the bear,
wild boar, fox, badger, etc., it is a fitting precursor to the wild crags
of ithe “ Demon” peak. About two miles from the hot spring
there is situated a grand cascade, some sixty feet in height, and
probably one hundred yards in width, the foaming waters of which
gleamed snow white in the radiant sunlight. The rocky walls, slip-
pery with moisture, we had perforce to climb, but everyone negotiat-
ed same in safefy. Just beyond this spot we enjoyed a grand view
of Tsubakuro, its crags and pinnacles jutting far above the lesser
luminaries flanking the stream. Many of the deep rapids were
spanned by flimsy bridges, these merely consisting of moss-grown
pine trunks, rough hewn, and flung across the torvent. This entailed
a gocd deal of “ Blondin” work, and the F. G. was not above
straddling across some of the more insecure bridges of this descrip-
tion. After ascending the river for about one and a half hours, the
way subsequently lay over huge rock masses, and smooth boulders,
until the actual watershed of he Nakabusa-gawa was reached, at the
foot of a wild and prec pitous gorge at 9 a.m. To ascend this a way
had to be forced throngh matted and tangled undergrowth compris-
ing bamboo grass, dwarf pine, hidden amongst which were huge
moss-grown boulders, over which more than one of the pariy came
a heavy cropper. Owing to the great height of the rank vegetation
which was soaking wet in consequence of the heavy dew overnight,
there was hardly a dry stitch on us. During the earlier part of the
climb we had several steep rock ledges to surmount over which
trickled tiny streams of water, but after we had reached a height of
7400 feet this rock work ceased as also did all signs of water.

At 10 a.m. we stood o: the summit ridge which connects
Tsubakurodake on the W. with Shimizudake on the E. A grand
view was obtained to the N., the whole valley of the Takasegawa
being spread out before us. Gossamer clouds floated in mid air
above which jutted the summits of many a giant of the ** Alps,” but
Gaki was invisible owing to the dense intervening forests. Skirting
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Morring mists in the mountain valleys,
The first light of dawn on Yari

and the list could be carried much further, but.to appreciate its
range one must have an innate sense of * Inaka,” and that of
course, cannot be appraised. It is not worth moving from your
easy chair for if ‘it does not draw you—if your tastes are not as
those of the Mountain Goats—it is worth crossing an ocean for if
you desire it sufficiently.

GAKIDAKE.
The Mountain of the Hungry. Demon.

BY
J. G. 8. GAUSDEN, THE “FLYING GOAT.” J. A. C.

URING my holiday in the Japanese Alps in the month of August
1916 I visited Nakabusa Onsen, which hot spring is situated
about 4 ri from Ariake-mura on the Shinano Tetsudo. Having suc-
ceeded in scaling Tsubakurodake, and hearing that Ariake-san was
merely a simple scramble, I enquired of mine host as to whether there
were other big peaks in the neighbourhood of Nakabusa which might
be disposed of within the limits of one day. He stated that there was
a tough proposition in the shape of a practically unknown peak
situated some 5 ri N, of Nakabusa, and I, of Tsubaluro, known as
“ Gakidake " (The Demon Mountain). He furthermore guaranteed
to procure a guide who knew the way to the ridge of this mountain,
but was unable to inform me whether the person in question had
succeeded in scaling the highest point. Later on I interviewed the
proposed guide, an exceedingly hardy looking customer, and who,
later on, proved himself to be & splendid fellow, as he accompanied
me not only to Gaki, but also from Nakabusz over Otenjo and Jo-
nendake to Kamikochi Onsen. He stated that he had climbed
Gaki while out after raicho, and expressed himself as quite willing to
make the trip. I therefore chose the best coolie from amongst the
crowd I had engaged as porters from Ariake-mura to Nakabusa,
and arranged to make a start at 7 a.m. on the 16th August.

It was a glorious morning with a sky of azure and “ Old Sol ”
shining brilliantly. After leaving the Onsen, good progress up the
valley of the Nakabusa-gawa was made, leaving the gorge leading to
Tsubakuro on our left hand within about twenty minutes from the
start.

For some distance a rude path had been hacked through the
tangled woods on the banks of the river, but we were soon compell-
ed to take to the bed of the stream which roared down the ravine at
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more remote wilds the purposes of the new path have been well set,
Arriving at the top of the way down to Nakabusa Onsen before noon,
the hunter dropped his pack and we continued along the ridge to the
fine granite peak of Tsubakuro-dake (9000 feet). We saw where
the old track (there was then no path) led under the base of the
topmost crags with a headlong slide of granite detritus to cross and
it must have been a magnificent scramble round and up them to the
final summit where the rocks are glistering white in the sunshine.

Returning to the dip we lunched and started swinging down
the very steep zigzag path to Nakabusa Onsen, which we reached
about 3.30, and were given an excellent room and the hot sulphur
baths were very welcome, Here the water comes out of the rocks in
about twenty places fully boiling, and the Onsen is an extensive
range of rambling buildings with a special section for particular
visitors, It is situated in a beantiful pine clad valley with the rocky
mass of Ariake-san guarding it on one side and the slopes of Tsuba-
kuro on the other.

Next morning a tramp down the valley with the foaming
torrent below us and then across a delightful stretch of open moor-
land landed us at Ariakemura in time to take the noon train at
Matsumoto, where the Professor had already arrived after success-
fully negotiating the Abotoge and the hot springs of Shirahone, and
adding about half a dozen new specimens to his collection,

Next morning we caught the 7.00 a.m. train to Nagoya and
arrived back in Kyoto at 9.00 p.m. eleven days from the start, out
of which nine were in most perfect weather.

Talking with a Japanese climber the next day about the gran-
deur of the Japanese Alps, he told me that it was a curious fact that
on all the highest and most characteristics peaks of the mountains
which faced the Sea of Japan was to be found a similar form of
little Shinto shrine with the same inscription thereon, which evi-
dence proved had been placed there years before the present {ounda-
tions of the Empire, showing that for some ancient race the ascent
of the high hills and the establishing there of the signs of their faith
was an aspiration which has continued throughout the centuries, and
is still alive in the journeys of the pilgrim clubs of to-day.

No doubt those early peoples found in the wild natural beauty
and impressive vastness of these mountain ranges the same illimit-
able sense of grandeur, which attracts the mountain lover to them
to-day. They are a field of splendid endeavour in a region of un-
surpassed natural beauty, which is as varied as it is grand.

In parlance one might name :—

The sun on the red pines near Shimashima,
The silver birches at Kamikochi,
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pine scrub to the fire. The stars shone bright and clear and the
storm had completely passed.

At 4.30 next morning we were up to cloudless sky and mount-
ed the nearest summit to watch the first rays of the rising sun
touch Yari, Slowly the pink flush of the dawn lit the horizon and
in a changing sea of colour the first shafts of sunlight struck the
Spear Peak in a blaze of purple, red and gold. Then as the day
broke on the waking mountain world, we saw below us a sea of
fleecy clouds stretching from horizon to horizon with the rising sun
tinting its waves with rose and gold and above which all the most
famous peaks of Central Japan rose in massive grandeur. To the
south, Fujisan showed purple and white from its swelling base to
the cone of the summit, eastward Asamayama was also in full view
for two thirds of its height, the smoke from the crater rising in a
cloudless sky. Around it were Kusatsu Shirane, the Nikko range
behind in the far distance, Yatsugatake, Koshu Komagatake, Akai-
ishi-san and the group near Fuji. Further round the Shinshu
Komagatake, Norikura, a magnificent view of the full sweep of On-
take, the long ridge of Kasadake culminating in the rounded top of
the end peak, the whole of the Hodaka-Yari range and all the
mountains between Renge and Tateyama (magnificently streaked
with snow), the whole against a perfect blue sky. Northward were
the Nagano mountains and nearer to hand Yeboshi-dake, which
Daunt and Gausden had tackled this summer—a beautiful peak.

It was the view of a lifetiice, the whole air having been washed
clear by the preceding day’s storm. It took us a full three quarters
of an hour to take in the splendid scene and we then descended and
started to clean up after 36 hours in the hut. After a leisurely
breakfast, we started along the ridge, the whole unclouded panorama
of mountains being still around us, and it remained so until noon
before the clouds lifted to the higher levels. Awiving at Otenjo, we
made a detour of a quarter of an hour to the summit (9300 feet)
and then dropped down the still good mountain path to the * Kiri-
doshi”” break in the ridge, which aforetime presented a bit of hard
hand and foot climbing, but which has now easy steps cut in the red
rock, Steadily we tramped along the path in the clear mountain
air. The way is simple now and a detour is made round all the
rocks over which Daunt and Gausden found the way in their climbs
of Tsubakuro and Otenjo described in Vol. V of “ Inaka”—in
fact the whole way from Kamikochi to Nakabusa, via the Otenjo
ridge is a fine walk along a good mountain path. One views these
innovations with a jealous regard for the majestic solitude of these
grand mountains and a sincere wish that none but true mountain
lovers will ever find their way thereon, but if the Otenjo ridge serves
to spur these latter on to further explorations into the splendid and
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authorities until we reached the main summit of the Otenjo ridge at
about 8000 feet. On our left the Hodaka-Yari range was in full
view, and the hunter pointed out to us the difficult route from the
far side of Oku Hodaka along the precipitous cliffs to the impassable
cleft and a descent on to the perpetual snow-fields and then up
again to the Yari ridge, from whence the going is easier. He said
the first part was a very difficult bit of climbing.

We reached the Ninomata hut about 3.30 p.m. coincident with
the first signs of a stormy sky, which gradually worked itself up to
mist and rain and the beginnings of a gale. There was a weird
homeliness about the shelter of the primitive hut which had nothing
in it besides bare boards and the hook for the kettle. The stone
walls are however thick and strong and the wooden roof tight so
that we felt quite happy around the cheerful wood fire waiting for
the snow to melt in the kettle (there is no water on this ridge) while
the wind howled and the rain lashed outside. 'We learnt afterwards
there was a typhoon at Kobe on the night in question and we must
have had the tail end of it. The hunter said that if the weather did
not let up next day we had better not stir as the slopes were steep
and we might be blown down. I was also curious to wait for the
clear morning view which is the reward for climbing this ridge. The
next day broke with no abatement in the storm, and a peep outside
shewed a thick enveloping mist so there was nothing for it but to
wait in the hut and hope for clearance on the morrow. The hunter
and Kato were short of rice, so I brewed them an excellent soup
from melted snow water, “ steero " cubes and dried pea flour (petit
pois) of which fortunately I had surplus supplies. Incidentally these
cubes and dried soup packets with some veal and chicken loaf tins,
bread, butter and excellent Japanese marmalade, were all that we
needed to make curselves fare well in conjunction with available
Japanese food, from the time we left Matsumoto where bread is
obtainable. At Shimashima, Kamikochi and Nakabusa one is well
served in the way of edibles (Japanese) and the mountain trout at
Kamikochi are a rare treat in themselves. Fortunately the bread
was wrapped in a copy of the Chronicle, and I beguiled the time by
reading it from cover to cover, whilst the two Japanese vied with
each other in singing all their well known songs and improvising
others in quite a tuneful way, which admission promises a beatific
state of mind, which speaks well for the blissful calm induced by a
sojourn in the Japanese Alps. The wood fire of “ haimatsu” lent
a cheerful blaze and the smarting of the eyes due to the acrid smoke
was a minor discomfort., In the afternoon the storm began to die
down, and a break in the clouds at sunset shewed possibility of finer
weather which was justified by a peep out in the night watches,
when the hunter gave the much needed hourly replenishment of
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fit for the Gods, The Professor netted some good specimens but try
as we could we were unable to catch the beauty of the valley, a
butterfly with wings of a most beautiful magenta edged with black.
‘We only saw three on all our tramps, and these butterflies appeared
never to stop still for more than an instant,

The next day in still glorious weather, I started out on my
tramp to Nakabusa via the Akazawa rest house and Ninomata hut.
The Professor was so keen on the wealth of “lepidoptera ” (I trust,
if this meets hiseye, I am scientifically correct) that he refused to
visit the barren high ridges and said he would go round by the
forests of the Abe-toge and Shirahone and meet me in due course
at Matsumoto.

A nine o’clock start theretore found: ,us setfing off in opposﬂ:e
directions. I had a glorious walk through the woods, past the
Tokugo hut and along the banks of the Adzusagawa. After lunch
and a pleasant sleep :—

““ Where the high pines and bixches silver lined
With branches overhead had made
A hospitable shade
And where by curving bank and hollow bay
The dancing waters murmured on their way

we continued on to the Ninomata-gawa, passing on our way the
Byobu Iwa and our old route to Yari, whose spear point we saw
clearly vignetted through a dip in the mountains, and then onwards
to the Akasawa rest house, which we reached at 8.30. This house
is just beyond the Akasawa-Iwa so well known as a sleeping camp
to the early climbers of Yarigatake. It was built up last year, and
is a fairly large hut, where one can sleep on futons and obtain rice,
various canned stuff (Japanese), condensed milk and drinks, as re-
quired. The summit of Yari can be reached therefrom in three
hours, and it makes a most delightful and easy walk from Kami-
kochi to the rest house, the latter part of the way being through a
natural garden of bluebells and wildflowers,

Next morning—weather still magnificent—we retraced our way
to the Ninomatagawa and there struck the route for the Nakayama-
toge. It is a beautiful walk along a good path, up the valley and
then to the right over the toge. 'We reached the upper levels about
12.30, and a turn in the road opened out a splendid view of Jonen-
dake clear cut from the dark valleys below to its bare swept summit
(9000 feet)—like some mighty isolated rival to the massed ridges of
Hodaka and Yari, which it fronts over the intervening Nakayama
toge. Here we lunched and afterwards pursued our way above the
tree line, and along the bare slopes gradually ascending upwards by
the good mountain path, which has recently been completed by the
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mass beyond, as if Nature had rightly determined that, like all
things most worth striving for, the splendour of these mountain
ranges should not be too easily attained. The view of the granite
peaks and slopes of Hodaka from the top of the pass, in a clear cut
sky was superb, and the Professor who had been gradually reach-
ing melting point on the steep zig-zags of the last hour’s climb ap-
preciated at once that his trip was worth doing. The sight of that
glorious mass of mountains with its granite slopes meeting the pine
forests and the sweep of the Adzusagawa below is one of rare mag-
nificence.

After lunch the easy delights of a swinging tramp down to the
Tokugo hut lay before us, and we reached Kamikochi-Onsen at
about five o’clock in good time to bathe in the hot waters and enjoy
a lazy evening in the woods. The beauty of the trees and encircling
mountains of this wonderful valley is an unfailing charm.

Next day we awoke to still airs and a hot summer sun. The
professor attracted by the smoking summit of Yakedake (7500 feet)
was bent on climbing there to examine the geological features of the
voleano, whilst I, with visions of the Kusatsu Shirane, Bandai,
Nasuyama and other volcanoes, decided to leave him to his sulphur-
ous wanderings and explore the Hodaka range. 'We had a delight-
ful tramp through the forest where, in the upper stretches, wild
black cherries, black currants (of gruesome colour which but for the
hunter’s assurance I should have avoided) and big ripe raspberries
grew in profusion, proving gratifying thirst quenchers.

The climb up the ravine was slow work in the grilling sun, and
by the time we reached the lower ramparts of the summit ridge Oku
Hodaka was still some hours away. We therefore decided that it
was too late to reach it thatday, so tiffined and made an easy return.
From the notes in the Climbers’ Book at Kamikochi, it appears that
the best way to Oku Hodaka is by turning off to the left, and this
would certainly be much shorter although a good deal would pro-
bably depend on the state of the falling rocks and stones, which are
so easily set moving on these steep granite slopes, Some day, if
ever I have time to spare at Kamikochi, I intend to explore along
the pine ridges behind the Onsen and ascertain whether the higher
sections of the range cannot be reached that way.

Upon my return I found the Professor with a Mephistophelian
gleam 1n his eyes, and the reek of Tartarus about him, as he learn-
edly discoursed to me on subterranean pressures and gas vertices.
Apparently he had had a most interesting day during which he dis-
covered some rare species of butterflies and he, there and then, had
the staff busily engaged in preparing a met for the morrow which
we spent in luxurious ease in the glorious woods while the hunters
fished for trout in the Adzusagawa and provided an evening meal
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Next morning it still looked as if :—

“ All day the low hung clouds would cast their glowering
fullness down

but the limited time at our disposal made it out of the question to
consider any postponement for weather, and off we started for-
Nagoya by the day express,

By the time of arrival Dame Nature was all smiles again, It
made one feet good to see the crowds of eager mountain pilgrims
thronging the station in their white garments and big straw hats and
waterproof mats. They seemed greater in number than ever this
year, and Mr. Hamaguchi confirmed afterwards that every encour-
agement was being given to these expeditions, -

We were soon amongst the foothills of the Alps with the
familiar mulberry plantations spreading over the intervening plains,
and presently the foaming green waters of the Kisogawa appeared
beneath us as the train climbed up the divide to Kiso-Fukushima,
and then down the far side in the darkness of the summer night to
Matsumoto, where thanks to Daunt’s foreword of introduction, we
found a pleasant welcome awaiting us from the hotel, and an excel-
lent sleep with the luxury of silk futons left nothing to be desired.

Next day we were up betimes to a fine morning and a short
day, with tiffin in the pine forest, brought us to our old friends of the
Shimidzuya at Shimashima in the early afternoon.

The lines of the sloping hills with the glory of the setting sun
shading their splendid greens were as ‘“ balm in Gilead " to our
thirsty souls after two years sojourn in the China plains. Maru-
yama-san, trusty and most careful guide of previous expeditions, was
at the entrance to the village, on the roadside bank, awaiting us with
a hearty recognition and welcome, and we realised that we had
come into our own again.

Here I must introduce the Professor—naturalist and entomo-
logist—long versed in the fauna and flora of the ancient kingdom of
Cathay—who fired with my keenness and glowing description of the
Japan Alps had decided to forsake wife and daughter afier com-
fortably bestowing them in the salubrious atmosphere of a China
seaside resor:, and risk his life in the mountain fastnesses. His family
having seen pictures of Yari and tales of its precipices dropping sheer
thousands of feet into the depths below had visions of him chasing
the flitting butterfly from the topmost peaks and overbalancing in
swift and direful descent, so that it was only after most solemn pro-
mises on my part that he was allowed to depart.

Next day with the weather “ set fair *’ we started out from Shi-
mashima and commenced to find our mountain legs on the Tokugo-
toge. This pass of T200) 1eet is a fitting barrier to the mighty mountain
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BY
T. H. R. SHAW.

LTHOUGH this short account of a ten days' summer expedi-
tion does not aspire to “ mountaineering in the high Alps” it
may perhaps serve as a record of an interesting and by no means
arduous walking trip on which one of the most magnificent pano-
ramas of mountain scenery may be viewed with the whole stretch
of peaks from Fujisan to Tateyama raising one’s enthusiasm to
return again and again to this splendid region of virgin forests and
rocky heights.

A short respite from the grilling heat of a China August found
us landing on a windy morning in the land-locked harbour of
Kuchinotzu where the sleepy little village, surrounded by its pine
clad hills and blue water, awakes on rare occasions to the bunkering
of an ocean steamer which has not proceeded to the modern coaling
station of Miike further up the Gulf. The Customs examination of
baggage was conducted with a cathedral calm, and by 11.30 we had
boarded the small coasting launch and steamed along the coast to
Shimabara which we reached about 2.30, and thence by train to
Isahaya on the Kyushu main line, Here we spent the night most
comfortably, and caught the day express at noon, arriving at Kobe
the following morning at 7.30,

Thanks to my good friend Daunt, who when “the Japanese
Alps” are mentioned would, I believe, move heaven and earth to help
the traveller on his way, all arrangements for our trip were right up
to time, and after lunch and a yarn with him about the summer’s
climbing we were off to Kyoto by the early afternoon train where
My, Hamaguchi of the Miyako Hotel—another keen lover of
“ Inaka "—had two active ricksha men waiting to accompany us,
chiefly to supplement our lack of the Japanese vernacular, which
long residence in China had brought about.

They were a merry pair—‘ Kato and Ai san ”—and their wil-
ling attention and thorough enjoyment of the expedition contributed
much towards its success.

Upon arrival at Kyoto the rain started to pour down in torrents,
and I fell asleep with dreams of wash-outs on the Central railway
and innumerable watery disasters to retard our progress.
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
FOR 1919.

The Annual General Meeting of this Club for 1919
will be held on May 4th (Sunday) at the Sankaido Hall,
Aoibashi, Akasaka, Tokio, when an exhibition of the an-
cient and modern Mountain Maps, both Japanese and
foreign, will be shown to the public from 10.00 A

Lectures on the Mountain Maps and Survey Works
will be given at the same Hall from 5.30 p.v.

All Members are invited to attend to this meeting,
and are also requested to send to the Club before May 1st
all rare Mountain Maps or publications regarding the
Mountain Maps and Survey Worlks in their possession,
and these will be returned from the Club when the
exhibition is over.
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