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22 JAPANESE PART OF THE JOURNAL.

NEW MEMBER.

The following new member was admitted into the Club, in
April, 1919 :—

J. D. Willis, ¢/o E. H. Hunter & Co., Kawaguchi, Osaka.
Proposed by H. E. Daunt.
Seconded by B. Nagano and 8. Kondo.

ADSENT MEMBERS.

Adumitted.
Felix Dinsdale June 1914
0. ¥. Mocock Qct. 1917
H. Treichler Nov. 1918
Oswald White July 1915

—_——

JAPANESE PART OF THE JOURNAL.

The principal articles in the Japanese part of this number
are :— ;i
Shinshiu Iwasugeyama—
By M. Tsujimoto, Kogakuhakushi.
Mountains in Kiushiu—
By J. Yatsushiro.

Tanzawa Group— .
By E. Tozawa and T. Fujimura.

Komagatale, Senjodake and Hoosan—
By N. Yanagi.

About Gannoharasuriyama— .
By H. Takeda, D.L.C., Rigakuhakushi.

Small Waterfalls of Nikko Yukawa,
An Old Path to Shirakuzureyaina.
Alpine Plant Notes.



CLUB PROCEEDINGS, 21

The following books have been presented to the Club
Library :—

“ Norge” we we ... By 8. Kato, Eq.
* Imk't,” Vol.10 . ... By H. E. Daunt, Esq.
The Mountain that was God ... By Yagi, Esq

CLUB PROCEEDINGS.

HE Third Regular Meeting was held at the Secretary’s Office
February 2nd, 1 p.m. Mr. S. Kondo presided. Following
lectures were given :—
Ascent to Tateyama—By Mr. M. Kamuri.

Ikoma Cable Car Service—By Mr. T. Z. Takano.
About the Gannoharasuriyama—By II. Takeda, D.LC,, D. Sc.

About 40 members were present.

The Fourth Regular Meeting was held at the Secretary’s Office
on June 1st, 1 pm, Mr. T. Z. . Takano presided. Following lec-
tures were given :

Bird-Eye View Sketches of the Mountains and Mountain Districts—
By Mr. M. Imamura.

Impression of Chichibu Range—By Mr. J. Tanabe.
About 35 members were present.

The Fifth Regular Meeting was held at the Kaikoen, Shimi-
dzudani Park, Kojimachi-ku, on Sept. 7Tth, 1919. Dr. Takeda
presided. Following lectures were given :

Trip al the Kurobagawa—By Mr. K 3

Thlg Mgtl:ﬁtaigs b:trv?eegq’i‘r:magaiva r:l.ml. (‘Siug::migawa—liy Dr. Takeda.
About 65 members were present. Next meeting will be held at the
same place on Nov. 9th, 1919, 1 pan. Members are entitled to
bring their friends.

The Twelfth Annual Meeting was held in the Hall of the
Sankaido, Akasaka, Tokyd, on May 4th. An Iixhibition of rare
maps of the mountains and mountain reﬂlons in Japan and abroad
was shown to the public from 10 a.n, {o 5 pan. From 5 p.m. the
following lectures were given :

Of the Gabisan, China—By Mr. G. Kobayashi.

The Military Survey Works—By Capt. Kimoto.
Descriptions ot Mountains in the Ancient Maps—By Prof. Yamazaki.

About 200 attendants.
71



20 CLUB LIBRARY.

As for us the exigencies of an inexorable state of having to toil in
an open port for a living compelled us to take the quickest route
back to civilization, so we had no alternative but to retrace our steps
to Daigahara and the railway line. At the Byobuiwa hut we bad
our second breakfast, and the old caietaker with a face like an ivory
netsuke gave us some fresh ‘mushrooms as a parting gift. The
Koshiu Komagatake is a fine mountain, and the Daigahara route—
given fine weather—is easy for any climber in training,

—

CLUB LIBRARY.

THE following publications and books have beer added to the
Club Library since April, 1919 :—

Bulletin of the Associated Mountaineering Clubs of
North America .

By-Laws an'l Reglster of the American Alpln.e Club...

Bulletins of the American Game Protective Associa-
tion, Vol. 8, Nos. 1 and 2... .

Summer Prcgramme of the British Columbia Mount-
aineering Club ... - Vancouver, 1919.

New York, 1919.
New York, 1919,

New York, 1919,

The Mountaineer, Vol. 11 .

The Mountaineer Bulletins, Vol. 9 "Nos. 69

The Year Book of the Prairie Club i
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“amidst scenes which exactly filled the ideals of Chinese Axt.”
Alas, no sooner had we reached our goal than great banks of mist
began to roll up from the valley of the Norokawa completely shut-
ting off any view of Ho-O-Zan, the Jizodake ridge and Fujisan.
Looming to the right of the Norokawa were the triple-topped
Shirane, with Kaigane or Kitadake towering above the others, and
Akaishisan in a dead straight line behind them. Further still to the
right was that fine mountain Senjogadake. To the north-west we
were more fortunate, There stretched out in a long line lay the
giants of the Northern Alps, many of them being easily recognised
by the peculiar formation of each respective peak. Twin-topped
Norikura, Yakeyama smoking merrily, Hodaka and its battlemented
spires, and Yarigatale, the Spear Peak, as well as the rounded cone
of Jonendake—all of them old friends with faces one never tires of
looking at. Behind them again lay the magnificent IEboshi Ridge
traversed by Messrs. H, K. Daunt and J. G. S. Gausden in July,
1918, Kurodake, the Crystal Mountain, Yakushidake and the Tate-
yama Range, and further still the Great White Horse Peak and the
Lotus Group. A view fit for the gods themselves, and Jupiter him-
self seated on his Olympian throne never saw a finer sight than this,

We could see no snow on Komagatake so the rains and the
sun must have put in a good deal of work that summer.

The date of our climb was August 22nd, 1911. The top of the
mountain measuring approximately one hundred square yards in
extent and 9,849 feet in height is covered with huge granite boulders
lying about in picturesque confusion, whilst the white-robed pilgrim
is duly cared for by more than one shrine and several stone monu-
ments. One large monolith standing behind a white stone torii
was inscribed with the following in Chinese ideographs, i.e.,

Dainichi Daijo Fudo Myowo, Hoden-Ko.

which inscription can be taken to mean that the stone was erected
in honour of Dainichi Nyorai—one of the Buddhist trinities—a per-
sonification of wisdom and purity ; Fudo, the God of Widsom, and
Myowo, a Wise King or Ruler. Hoden-ko is the name of a pilyrim
club. The monument had evidently been erected at their order
and expense.

It is possible to descend this mountain on the western side to
Kurokawa and Takato in the valley of the Tenryugawa. This
difficult route.was traversed by the Rev. Walter Weston in the
spring of 1903, this particular flank of Komagatake “being extra-
ordinarily steep and covered with virgin forest and seamed with
narrow gullies filled with dazzling snow.”

It is also possible to reach Ho-O-Zan and the Tsuetate-toge
along a ridge leading off the mountain in a southerly direction.
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the. weather’ was gloriously fine, and the stars shone out with
tropical brilliancy. ~After such a long day no time wasted in getting
to a complete understanding with the dinner, which consisted of
fried Oxford sausages and hot rice assisted by some soul-satisfying
and thirst-quenching liquid obtained from a crystal spring in the
vicinity. Bivouacs of this kind have their advantages. No one can
complain of not getting enough fresh air, Some hot cocoa put the
finishing touch to the picture, and soon the entire enfourage were
lost in the land of dreams. Whilst wandering thus far off the
beaten track to the Blue Dragon-fly there appeared a wondrous
vision of the Jewelled Hare, the Seven Gods of Luck, the Forty
Seven Ronin, and the man from Satsuma dancing the Ise Ondo
before Urashima—the fisherboy, Ama-Terasu—the Sun Goddess,
and Tanabata-sama—the Spider-Princess, or the Peach Child on
the Magpie Bridge which spans the Celestial River flowing through
the Plains of Heaven.

Soon after the first streak of dawn had flushed the western sy
we were scaling the ladders and chains on the face of the Byobu-
iwa cliffs. After this, which is the most interesting part of the
climb, we got out into more open and less difficult country. Atz
point on the ridge some thousand fect below the summit itself a loud
report was heard similar to the ncise made by an explosion of
dynamite, and turning round a large volume of smoke was seen
issuing from the crater of Asamayama between fifty and sixty miles
away in a north-easterly direction. The smoke rose in a vertical
column to & great height and then opened out like an enormous
umbrella. There was little or no wind, and the air beautifully cleax
as the day was gloriously fine. It seemed to us that Vuican himself
had turned on this imposing spectacle for our especial benefit.
Japan’s crack volcano is well worth seeing when working at super-
heated temperatures, and moreover fifty odd miles is quite a safe
distance, But to return to our mountain, and to quote with one of
the immortals :—

“ How faintly flushed, how phantom fair,”
“The Pony Peak was hanging there,”

The summit towered above us shimmering white in the bright sun-
shine. Magnificent granite cliffs fell away on either side in sheer
precipices to torrent-riven mountain glens, the home of the duck-
faced deer, monkeys, pheasants, and the speckled trout, never
yet trodden by the feet of human beings. Then we quickened the
pace to get to the top before any mist and stray clouds should
obtain the chance of spoiling a magnificient view. As that crack
climber, Mr. T. H. R. Shaw, has written ;—

“ Upwards along the crest we scrambled over crags and ridges
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better climb than the monolith of Ho-O-Zan? It is understood
that the usual climbing saason for the high mountains of Dai Nippon
commences in July, at the end of the nyubai or rainy season, and
finishes with the first fall of snow in October, if not earlier, At
5,000-8,000 feet above sea-level the temperabure falls to a low point
during the nights of autumn, and it would also be a difficult matter
to get goriki after the summer months,

The Koshiu Komagatake was the first to claim attention, partly
on account of having climbed the Shinshiu mountain namesake
standing as it does in close proximity just across the valley of the
Skydragon River, and partly because we wished to emulate the feats
of the two climbers mentioned in ““ The Two Komagatakes,” and
written by Mr. T. H. R. Shaw—see “ Inaka,” Vol. 1, Chap. xii.

After making a col of Jonendake—the Mountain of the Ever-
praying Priest—{vom the Toyoshina side and descending to the
charming valley of the Adzusagawa, we put in a few days at the
comfortable Onsen of Kamikochi. Here we annexed “for value
received "’ our fair shape of smoked trout, canned apricots and Kirin
Beer, as also a fresh “scalp’ from Koasumigatake, which is quite an
interesting climb. We also witnessed a very fine eruption of Yake-
yama early one beautiful summer morning,

The usual outlet from the climbers’ paradise over the Tokugo
pass saw us wending our way to the scorching Matsumoto plain,
this trek being enlivened somewhat by a stand up fight between two
squealing basha-ponies just outside Shimajima.

Right glad we were to leave the sun-baked train the following
day at Hinobaru, and to reach Daigahara—a long straggling old
world village with brown thatched roofs to the houses—standing
near the base of our mountain some thres miles or so away. Little
time was lost in arranging with a couple of goriki as we had plan-
ned to reach the Byobu-iwa hut that day, and although these
carriers were merely sturdy farmer lads barely out of their teens,
they did yeoman service, and got us there just before the light gave
out. To the shrine of Maemiya the path leads through wooded
country fairly level in places, but rising gradually when nearing the
crossing place of the river called the Ogiragawa. The bridge had
been washed away so we had no choice but to ford the stream.
After passing this point the track commences to rise sharply and is
very steep in parts. The climb to the hut from Daigahara will
take about 5 hours, Quite the outstanding feature of the scenery
were the rhododendron trees with their evergreen leaves, gnarled
trunks and scarlet flowers : whiist a feast of wild raspberries afford-
ed a satisfactory substitute for afternoon tea.

The hut itself when we veached it was found to be minus two
walls, and the roof itself was conspicucus by its absence. Luckily
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SCRAMBLES IN THE SOUTHERN
JAPAWNESE ALFS.

PART I.—THE KOMAGATAKE OF KOSHIU.

BY

“ BLUE DRAGON-FLY.”

JUST as the pilgrim bending for the first time in front of a

sacred shrine so is the mountaineer bringing to fresh peaks
his own personal contribution in the way of varied and different
emotionality.

Curiosity blended with expectation that received no rude and
jolting disappointment was paramount on each separate occasion,
and on leaving with regret the pleasurable feeling was experienced
of having received a decidedly good run for the money. And in one
instance perhaps more o.

The fact that the psychology of mountaineering will never be
ezhausted must be the excuse for these lines, At the same time the
writer feels he cannot do full justice to the subject after a perusal of
the Rev. Walter Weston’s glowing accounts of his travels and ex-
plorations in the Southern Alps of Japan, which is the name gener-
ally applied by foreign mountaineers to “ the great mountain mass
lying between the valleys of those two large rivers the Fujikawa
and the Tenryugawa,” and “ second only in orographical importance
to the Etchiu-Hida Mountains,” otherwise known as the Northern
Alps. See :—“ The Playground of the Far East "—London. John
Murray, 1918. On this score alone he therefore craves the indul-
gence of the critical,

Yet, if the Southern Alps cannot lay claim to the proud title of
““ Second to None ” by reason of numbers thus being in a decided
minority, still by reason of the altitude of some of its giant peaks—
to wit, Akaishisan, Kaigane, and the Koshiu Komagaiake, and by
reason of the superb mountain scenery of some of its torrent-riven
valleys of the Norokawa and the Hayakawa, and the Arakawa as
well, there is not much to choose between them: although the
absence of the glistening snow slopes of the northern ranges will be
remarked on by the lover of Alpine panorama. One may miss the
exhilarating fecling of being above the snow line, still the climbing
in the Koshiu mountains is of the finest ; and where in the whole of
the Japanese Alps will you find a higher peak than Kaigane, and a
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ten mile walk to Kamikochi over the Yakedake-toge we took it very
easily indeed and reached our destination about 4 o'clock. Both
my knees were painful now, so I decided to rest all the next day at
Kamikochi, It was pleasant surprise to meet a friend of mine who,
together with his sister, another lady and a gentleman climbed
Hodakayama the next day. I believe this is the first time any lady
of any nationality has ever been up to the summit of Hodakayama.
During my day’s spell at Kamikochi, the proprietor Kato, who is
also the owner of the Shimizuya at Shijima, told me he was making
preparations to cater for foreign guests next year, One can there-
fore reasonably expect to obtain some of the comforts that have
become necessities to us foreigners,

Next morning, at 6 o'clock, I left Kamikochi for Shimajima, It
was a muggy day and we did not have a view of Hodakayama as
we climbed the Tokugo Toge. Just about a ri (2} miles) from Shi-
majima my right knee became so extremely painful that I could not
bend it at the joint. I was glad when we reached the Shimizuya Inn
where they had a rikisha waiting, and shortly afterwards I was on
my way to Matsumoto. For intending travellers it may be of
interest to know that the charge for carrying luggage from Shima-
jima to Kamikochi is ¥2.50, but the return journey ¥1.20.

The reason being the loss of a day when the ‘ goriki’ goes from
Shimajima as it takes a day to rebwrn. I had two guides for five
days and paid one for the trip ¥8.50 and the other ¥7.50, also
¥1.00, one night’s lodging at Kamikochi for both of them. I
might also mention that I spent ¥5 at Hirayu and the same amount
at Gamada. This included three meals and a night's lodging for
myself and two guides, and also food for them for an extra day
while we were climbing Norikura and Kasadake. It also included
tips. My lodging bill at Kamikochi for three nights and eight meals
amounted to ¥4.50. Of course tips were extra. The railway fare
from Yokohama to Matsumoto second class, no fust class, is
¥3.13. :
[The prices mentioned in this arficle have since been con-
siderably increased.—Edztor.]
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and the guide going ahead had to cut steps as we procezded. While
slowly crossing this part we were startled by heaiing a loud crash
behind us, and looking round saw a large block of snow rolling
down the slope, and a few minutes later a second report told us
another block had fallen,

About 9.30 a.m. we reachel a spot where we had to crawl
along the edge of a precipice. Then similar going to what we had
been having and about three howrs later found us at the summit.
Tne view was, however, not as clear as from Norikura, as it was
nearly noon, and after a rapid survey and a meal we descended to
our tent.

One guide having gone on ahead caught a fine mountain trout,
which he presented to me, after cooking it by the camp fire. I had
eaten all of the fish that I thought could possibly be eaten, when the
guide asked me to give him the remainder. I handed the skeleton
to him and was surprised to see him eat the head and part of the
backbone,

Another struggle through the dense forest and walk over the
hills brought us fo Gamada. My kree had stood the strain, but now
was in a bad way, so we decided to return the next day by the
Yalkedake-toge to Kamikochi.

My going to the bath at Gamada evidently was an event to
the village children as I was followed by quite a little crowd. They
all crowded around the entrance until some Japanese bather re-
monstrated with them, They then moved away, leaving one as a
senfry to inform them of my movements. Meanwhile, one enter-
prising youngster had climbed on the roof where he had an uninter-
rupted view. On my arising to get out of the bath the one on
guard gave the signal by shrilly yelling out “ the foreigner is getting
out.,” TImmediately there was a rush to get front seats.

When I left the bath some half dozen of the more enterprising
children followed me to my room. Their attention was getting -
somewhat embarrassing when I noticed a vendor of cakes passing
by, so hailing him bought a cake for each of my admirers, They
acknowledged their thanks by holding the cake to their forehead,
and then walked away, for which I was thankful,

It was quite amusing, when the wife of the innkeeper came to
make up my bed. I noticed she had laid the lower futons and
sheet and then seemed to be at a loss as to what to do next. Then
summoning up her courage, she turned to me and asked if I wanted
to have some flea powder sprinkled on. Having had past ex-
perience, I immediately acquiesced. She then produced a packet
trom the sleeves of her kimono, and strange to say it worked well,
and I bad a peaceful night,

Next day was another scorcher, but as we only had about a
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force a passage by pushing. To add to our difficulties we had to
look where we placed each foof, as underneath were decayed trees.
Often in testing the ground with my stick it would sink in right up
to the handle. The air was close and humid and by the time we
got through after an hour’s hard struggling we were all wet through
with perspiration,

We now walked along the bank of a river, where the air was
fresher. While clambering over a large rock one of the guides
noticed a large trout in a clear pool and as we had brought a line
with us stopped to try his luck while the other guide and myself sat
by looking on. In a few minutes the trout rose to the fly, and a
second later was hooked. Now began a struggle, the guide receiv-
ing enthusuastic applause and much advice from his audience of two.
The trout was however, game, and fought hard for his liberty, and
unfortunately for us got it, as the line snapped. A little later we
had to ford the river again, and then, discovering a shady little
nook near the river, at the foot of Kasadake, we decided to pitch
our tent. Tt was a delightfully pretty spot amongst the trees, and
wild flowers grew all around, especially lilies. While one guide
went fishing, the other chopped down some trees, and after making
a soft bed of boughs and leaves erected our tent. Meanwhile I was
lasily stretched out on an immense rock, contemplating and marvel-
ling at the titanic forces of nature. It seemed as I was gazing at
the rocks as they lay in scattered confusion round me, as if some
giant hand had in a fit of anger hurled rock on rock, and then left
them piled indiscriminately one on top of the other.

Our fishing friend having returned with empty hands, we de-
cided as the kettle was boiling to have supper while it was still light,
and after a substantial meal felt content with ourselves and the
world in general as we lay stretched out around the camp fire
smoking and yarning, having also a nip or two to keep out the cold,
Each told of feats done in the past until yawns told us 'twas time to
retire.

Waking early the morning showed all the prospects of
another fine day. After breakfast we packed what food was neces-
sary and started on our climb. It was arduous work, as we had
to clamber over those immense rocks, but having ¢ waraji’ we made
good progress. After three quarters of an hour climbing, we struck
snow which although slippery was easier going than over the rocks.

The way now led up a ravine between two immense cliffs of
forbidding appearance that scemed to defy the efforfs of puny man
to scale, We walked alternately over snow and rocks until we
came fo a large patch of snow which the guides informed me was
probably a 20 or 30 ft. deep stretch. A part of the surface of this
large stretch of snow had melted and frozen over again, formming ice,
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When I entered the bath there must have been tome ten or twelve
others in it and I was so amused at the antics of some of the older
men that I must have remained fully an hour. I noticed a pole in
the bath-room which is put to a peculiar use. If any bather wishes
to have forty winks while in the bath he lays the pole across the
bath, then puts his legs over it, and rests his head against the edge
of the bath. He is now ready for his nap, only his head and
knees being above water. While one bather of about sixty-five
summers was quietly reposing in this way, an old sport of about
saventy, turned the cold water on the bald head of the blissfully
ignorant sleeper. The gasp and look of pained surprise on his face,
when the sleeper felt the icy cold stream on his head was a sight to
be remembered. His tormentor was meanwhile holding his sides
with laughter and elaborating the success of his joke by doing what
is Japanese for a cake walk along the edge of the bath. But he
who laughs last laughs best. The old sport, in prancing, forgot
about the slipperiness of the floor and suddenly, without any warn-
ing, he took a header into the bath, amid the shrieks of Jaughter
from the rest of us. He got up spluttering and tried to smile, but
it was a rather feeble attempt.

For my supper that night amid other dishes such as boiled lily,
bulbs, etc., I had ptarmigan stew, and rarely have I enjoyed a dish
more.

After a good night’s rest and another bath in the morning my
Lnee seemed to be slightly better, so we left about 8 o’clock on our
way to Gamada and then to Kasadake. It is a pleasant walk to
Gamada, winding in and out of a valley first by the side of a river
and then gradually ascending and leaving the river until it appears
like a streak of silver in a setting of green. The walk was without
incident except for my nearly treading on two snakes basking in the
sun. It was just over a bridge and I was looking at the rushing
torrent when one of the guides suddenly yelled at me. I instantly
stopped and turned to find him pointing at my feet, and looking
down, saw these two snakes. My next step would have been right
on them, I lent my stick to the guide and he threw them into
the river. Both, however, swam strongly and reached land. We
arrived at Gamada before 11 o’clock and I had another bath to ease
my knee, and after the guides had had their food cooked left for
Kasadake about 1 o'clock.

We walked along the rails of a timber company for about a ri
(2% miles) and then after fording the river clambered over some
large logs ready for transportation. We then struck a forest, which
was also densely covered with shrubs and trees and bamboo
over 6 ft. high. The only way we could get through was by bend-
ing low and protecting our faces as best we could with our arms,
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pealks, lighting up the whole scene, and also eliminating the nip
from the atmosphere, When we reached the summit the guides
made their obeisancss to the shrine, and then we stood entranced as
we turned from side to side to gaza at the glorious view. One could
not have wished for a more perfect day, and as far as the eve could
see was mountain after mountain. Far away o the right was
Asamayama pouring forth a column of dense blick smoke and to the
left and neaver was Yakegatake belching forth smoke of a lighter
hue. All the giants of the Japanese Alps were visible, Amongst
the better known mountains were Yarigatake, with its spear-like
peak, and nearer, Hodakayama, while to the left was Kasadake,
with its forbidding cliffs, Then we turned, and almost behind us
we saw in a rift of the clouds the snow-capped peaks of Hakusan.
Even as we were looking at this sea of mountains wisps of clouds
began to seftle on the peaks and graduzally shut out our view. We
then began our descent by another path and after a scramble down
a precipitous slope reached our tent. We had a meil and a short
rest, and then struck camp.

Having more time as we descended we had opportunities of
admiring the many varieties of wild flowers that grow in profusion
on all sides. On reaching the snowfield, where we had stopped for
water on the previous day, the guides found traces of a bear that
had evidently come for a drink since we had passed. Coming toan
old river bed with large rocks, our progress was slow as I had omit-
ted to bring ¢ waraji’ and could with difficulty keep a footing on the
smoother rocks with my iron studded boots. Eventually, in trying
to jump from one rock to another, I kicked my right knee badly.
I was now in a fix, as my left knee was weak from a previous
injury, and I was relying on my right knee to carry me through.
My knee became worse as we proceeded, so when we reached Hira-
yu at 2 o’clock we decided to stop instead of going on to Gamada.
As we had not had any food since 9 a.m. we were neaxly famished,
but it was not long before we were satisfying the inner man.

Hirayu possesses & chalybeate hot spring, and shortly after my
meal I was in it. I noticed a great difference in the bath house
since my previous visit. On the former occasion it was merely a
shed in the open and both sexes bathed together, only a bamboo laid
across the bath separating the men from the women. This bamboo
was very convenient as it could be moved about. If male bathers
predominated, it was moved towards the women’s half and vice
versa when female bathers were more in evidence. But now all
had changed, the bath house being quite a spacious building with
different baths and rooms for men and women. The bath house
serves not only for bathing purposes, but is also the meeting place
or village club. Here the villagers meet for their daily gossip.
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rcof some three years ago on my way from Takayama to Shirahone,
I had oceasion to compliment the innkeeper on his fine place, It
was a decided improvement on his previous house, and the present inn
compares favourably with others of this district. After my guides
had cooked some food, we started on our climb, We left Hirayu at
noon and soon after came across some ruins of an old silver mine,
and a little fruther on we came in sight of a beautiful waterfall
with a drop of about two hundred feet. Our path_now led
around and over this waterfall, and after two hours walking
we stiuck some more 1uins of silver mines. Looking over
these ruins we found machinery which had evidently not been
worth the cost of carting down the mountain when work had been
discontinued. In one shed there were large quantities of quartz
evidently ready for weighing, as a rusty old weighing machine lay
alongside.

It was an extremely hot day and we felt the heat intensely as
we plugged along. Water was scarce, but we at last struck some
only to find it bitter to the taste. We drank a little, but it did not
seem to quench our thirst. At 6 o'clock we had our first glimpse of
the peak and shortly afterwards entered a snowfield, at the edge of
which we found drinking water. I do not know whether the water
I had previously drank disagreed with me or not, but I was feeling
far from well. I was feverish and found it hard going. At 7
o’clock we saw it would be impossible to reach the hut at the base
of the peak so we decided to pitch our tent in a hollow near a little
lake formed by the melting snow. Altheugh it has been hot during
the day, it was decidedly cold at this elevation (9,000 ft.) as soon as
the sun went down, and our hands were quite numbed until we got
the camp fire going. We were in a sorry plight. We had brought
no kettle to boil water, because we had expected to reach the hut,
where kettles are to be found. I was, however, too tired to worry
much, and after eating my frugal meal of two slices of bread and
some meat paste, washed down with a cup of cold water, rolled my-
self in a blanket and fell asleep. I presume the guides turned in
soon after I did, as I did not hear them or remember anything till
morning,

It was quite cosy in the tent, but on looking out at daybreak,
we were greeted by a bleak wind. However, as the prospect of a
fine view from the peak were good we had breakfast, which for me
was the same as my evening meal, and started to climb the peak,
Scon after we left our tent we saw a ptarmigan, which my guide
bagged. After a short walk, up and down two hillocks, we came to
the base of the peak and as we slowly trudged up we frequently
stopped to gaze at the magnificent panorama that was gradually re-
vealing itself, The sun now appeared above the neighbouring
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Hodakayama, the most difficalt mountain to climb in this district.
The descent from the top of the pass to the river Azusagawa is
steep and then a walk for about three miles along the river brings
us to the ‘onsen’ (hot spring) at Kamikochi, This ‘onsen’ is
snugly situated in a beautiful valley beside the Azusagawa whose
clear waters abound with delicious mountain trout. On its left stand
the rugged heights of Hodakayama, towering over the other moun-
tains. In front Kasumidake, and to the right the active volcano
Yakegatalke belching forth smoke unceasingly.

On one's first visit to Kamikochi, one may be surprised to find
only the inn and no other house in sight except a woodcutter’s hut.
Bus this adds to the charm. After one visit to this delightful spot,
the desire seems to come over one to go again and again. The
majestic grandeur of the scenery together with the awful soleronity
of the mountains call one irresistibly from the noise and bustles of
the city.

On arrival at the inn I renewed my acquaintance with the
proprietor Kato, and was soon enjoying the hot spring bath.  After
a light supper of fish, rice and tinned apricots—(everyone who has
been to Kamikochi will remember these tinned apricots inasmuch as
they appear at breakfast, tiffin and dinner) Kato introduced me to
two guides and I told them of my plans. After discussing my pro-
gramme and exchanging ideas we decided to leave early next morn-
ing for Norikura, stopping at Hirayu for food for the guides, AsI
was tired, I retired early but, owing to the attention devoted to me
by a host of fleas, unfortunately not to sleep, and I was still drowsy
when one of my guides called me at 5 o'clock. A bath and break-
fast revived me, and we left Kamikochi about 6.30 a.m. We
skirted the base of Yakedake, where we saw a hare which one of
my guides promptly shot. We were looking forward to a hare stew
for dinner, when we met two woodcutters. who informed us that a
policeman was making the usual fortnightly visit and happened to
be staying at Hirayu. We therefore reluctantly handed the hare to
the woodcutters after lopping off its ears, which the guida handed
later to the son of the innkeeper at Hirayu. Our path now turned
to the right and began to ascend a ‘ toge’ and then through a valley
densely grown with trees. It was interesting to see the broad leaves
of the bamboo grass covered with fine powdery ash, which had
fallen from an eruption of Yakedake only a few days previously.
Last year, within a week of my ascent of this volcano, there was an
eruption, and again this year, a couple of days before my arrival, it
erupted, flames being seen issuing from its crater, The descent into
Hirayu is steep, but the path is fairly good.

On arrival at the inn, I was pleasantly surprised by the inn-
keeper and his son recognising me. I had spent a night under their
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informed they had not, as they had never been there before. I
immediately produced my Mwray’s Guide and was able, in a couple
of minutes, to tell them the name of the best inn, It was the first
time they had ever seen or heard of Muiray’s and were surprised to
learn of a foreign publication containing such detailed information.
On arrival at Matsumoto I went to the Marumo Inn and after
cautioning the hotel people to be sure to call me at 6 o’clock,
promptly retired.

It seemed as if I had just gone to bed, when one of the maids
told me it was time to get up. I looked at my watch and it was only
five o’clock but it was no use turning over to try and go to sleep
again as the maids were opening the ‘amado,’ and all who have
been in Japanese hotels know the noise which accompanies the
opening of these wooden shutters.

During breakfast, I enquired the cost of and the length of time
occupied in reaching Shimajima. I was told one could go by public
bus, hire a bus for oneself only, or go by rikisha. The cost by pub-
lic bus is 80 sen and takes about 43 hours. There are several stops,
which are apt to try one’s patience. If one hires a bus for one’s
private use it costs about ¥3.50, probably less if one cares to argue,
and takes about three hours. But by far the most comfortable
method is by rikisha. A moderately good runner will do the dis-
tance, about 5 ri (12} miles) in 5% hours, and will charge 80 sen.
I decided on a rikisha and settling my bill of ¥1.50 for bed and
breakfast and giving the usual tips, left the Marumo Inn at 7
o'clock. On my arrival at the Shimizuya Inn at Shimajima ab
about 10.30 a.m. I fourd my ¢ goriki’ waiting for me. He was a
fine strapping fellow and carried my riicksack, weighing about 50
pounds, with ease. It may be of interest for intending travellers to
lnow that these men can carry when travelling with a guest about
50 pounds, but when travelling alone and taking their time, they
carny as much as 100 pounds.

After a short rest to prepare a ‘ bento’ we left for Kamikochi
at 11 o’clock. The walk to Kamikochi is a delightfully pretty one,
with a good path for that part of the country, and the distance is
about 15 miles. The first five miles is in a valley beside a rushing
river, the sound of which together with the freshness of the air,
formed a pleasant contrast to the noisy rattle and stuffiness of the
train journey the previous day. After leaving a hut some seven
miles from Shimajima, the path gradually ascends until further up
it becomes quite steep. As one is slowly walking up the zigzag path
the sound of the rushing water below becomes softer and softer and
finally dies away. Nothing is heard save an occasional twitter of
some bird or the gentle rustling of the wind amongst the trees,
On the top of the T'okugo Toge (about 7,000 feet) one has a view of
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Along came a timber cart. The driver who was leading the horse
willingly agreed to carry me. ““ How much shall T pay you,” “ Oh I
don’t want anything,” I consulted with the guide who said 15 sen
so I settled down to ride the last 5 miles to Gohyakkoku—3 sen per
mile or 74 sen an hour. When we reached Gohyakkoku there was

- gtill a mile left to the station where we arrived triumphantly at 6.30.
TFrom Gohyakkoku a light railway connects with the Imperial Gov-
ernment Railway at Namerikawa. The following day I bade a
reluctant good-bye to my party and refurned to Kobe.

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK.

BY

A, G. HEARNE.

FRIEND and myself having enjoyed our trip amongst the

Japanese Alps last year, planned a similar trip this season.
We however, decided to take with us this time a tent, so that we
could, if necessary, camp on the mountains and not return every
night to our headquarters at Kamikochi, or a near-by village.

As we were fortunate last year in having two good guides we
wrote, early in June, to the Shimizuya Inn at Shimajima, asking
the proprietor to engage them for us. To our surprise and regret
we received a reply to the effect that our favourite guide, Zembei
Kobayashi, had died in April. Poor old Zembei, he was such a de-
cent chap, alway obliging and good natured, with a continual smile
on his weather-beaten face, No matter how far the journey, or
how heavy the load, he was always willing. In fact, we got to re-

~gard him more as a companion than as a guide.

All our preparations were made when my friend was unexpect-
edly detained on account of business, and as I could not fit in any
other date had, perforce, to go alone. I left Yokohama by the
10.55 a.m. train for Matsumoto and arrived at my destination tired
out at 11 p.m. I should think this line holds the record for tunnels
there being either fifty-five or six between Yokohama and Matsu-
moto.

While on the train I had an interesting conversation with two
Japanese Army officers who were returning to Kanazawa from a
visit to Tokyo. They had both had their first flight in an aeroplane
that morning at Tokorozawa and were quite excited over their ex-
perience. They alighted at Shiojiri, a few stations from Matsumoto,
and on my enquiring whether they had decided on their hotel, was
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6 A FORTNIGHT ON THE KUROBE,

up was the scene of a early attempt to climb Tsurugi which
failed.

Finally we came to the end of the snow in a sort of receiving
basin from Bessan, halfway between Tateyama and Tsurugi. We
crossed this diagonally, making for the ridge over broken stone. It
looked near enough but appearances are deceptive. The time pass-
ed and we seemed to be no nearer until I began to think we should
never arrive, Then finally, when I had resigned myself to going
on all day, the guide turned with a smile and said ‘ Shall we have a
rest ?’ and I found we were on top. He had brought us out dead
on the summit of Bessan, northernmost of the Tateyama group.

From here a track leads along the top over Fujino-ottate and
Onanji to the shrine on the summit of Tateyama. Mist had by this
time veiled Tsurugi and the distant view and was settling down on
Tateyama itself so after a short rest we descended to the Tateyama
hut.

Our times were : left 7.30, Tsurugi main stream 9,15, Bessan
1.30, Murodo 4.30.

The guide was anxious to push on from a zealous desire to save
my purse but I had had more than enough and insisted on staying.

Sept. 5: We left at 8.30 on our last stage to Gohyakkoku.
We should have started earlier but when all was packed I suddenly
missed the carriers, They had gone off to inspect the sulphur beds.

Presently however at 8.30 we were ready to start and the
manager of the hut dropt a bombshell. “ Going to Gohyakkoku,
are youn? It is 13 i and at a ri an hour you will get in at 9.80
to-night. Good-bye. Please come again,” The guide looked per-
turbed and then got a brilliant idea. * They only say that to keep
the rate for coolie hire up.” However from sundry indication it
soon became only too clear that 13 ri it was and we settled down to
a day of it.

The path is good in parts—over the flat—and execrable in
others—when it descends and reminds one of a dried river course.
After several days of going over rocks, the last stretch down to the
main road at Fujibashi retains one small stretch of exquisite torture
to tender feet—over the Zaimokusaka so called because the rocks
have worn in the shape of timber.

From the Murodo to the Bridge is 7 ri and I brought the guide
and carriers down to it in 5 hours, much to their astonishment,
That left 6 ri along a good road and it was only 1.30. It was then
merely a question of plodding. Our pace steadily declined till it can
have been little over 2 miles an hour. The guide struck to it man-
fully but the carriers had dropped away in the rear.

When only 6 miles were loft, we sat down and waited for them.
The minutes passed and they did not appear but something else did.
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stretch through a wood of beeches transports one in imagination to
England. Higher the valley becomes wilder. The forces of des-
truction have been actively at work here and whole sides of the
valley have fallen in. “ Young Kurobe’ is a distinctly lusty baby.

Apparently it is snow that does the major part of the damage,
lying deep on the sides during winter and falling in masses in the
spring bringing away with it frees and soil and destroying every-
thing in its path. Even in September great blocks of it were lying
in the bed of the river forming a kind of snow bridge under which
the stream runs.

In the afternoon we met a party descending from the mine—a
Russian and his escort who had come over Tsurugi. Unfortunately
I had no Russian and he had little English so we could not say
much to each other,

By this time the valley had narrowed in and the river had con-
tracted first to a stream, then to a mountain torrent and we were
obviously approaching the source, a semicircle of hills just below
Tsurugi Dake. On the rim is perched the mine office which pre-
sently came in sight.

A valley on our right opened up fo an interesting gap in the
ridge known as the Omado or Big Window. There are three of
these windows, the other two being Komado (small window) and
Sammado (three windows), Fach is carpeted in snow.

My idea had been to stay at the offica but the guide said that
it was doubtful whether there was sufficient accommodation for all
of us. Just below was a hut occupied by charcoal carriers. To
them the guide applied for shelter. They demwred at first but
when we turned to leave changed their minds and gave us a hearty
welcome. We left Babadani at 7.30 and arrived at 4.

Sept. 4th:  TLeaving at 7, a short climb brought us to the
mine buildings. On the oppesite side is a little plateau with stagn-
ant pools known as the Ikenotaira. Just above is Tsurugi Dake
looking tantalisingly near. From the plateau a sharp descent
through wood brings one to the bed of a tributary of the Tsurugi-
sawa, Two miles over snow down this and at 9.15 we had joined
the main stream of the Tsurugisawa up which we now twrned our
steps.
The stream had to be waded two or three times and as it was
up to the waist at the last ford in spite of the dry summer, this
stage might present difficulties after rain. Higher we came on snow
again which seems to lie in the valley year in and year out. The
going over this snow is remarkably easy though as the valley rises
in a kind of series of steps, it is rather steep in parts.

We were here right under Tsurugi Dake which can be climbed
up a steep couloir opening on the right. A similar couloir higher
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the path follows along the side of this to the mine which is just
under the peaks of Karamatsu and Goryu. Magnificent views are
obtained, in particuler of Tateyama and Tsurugi.

From the mine my intention had been to cross Goryu and
climb Kashima Yari but I had to abandon the idea and content
myself with climbing Goryu as I was told there was no snow (the
only source of water) left on the ridge. We lazed therefore the rest
of the day.

At the mine office we were most hospitably received and feast-
ed on a hare—a welcome change from tinned food—and our stay
at the mine was one of many bright spots in our little trip.

Sept. 1: I accompanied L. to the pass 2 hows above the
mine, Here we parted company in mist interspersed with gusts of
wind and rain. L. continued down to Hokujo at 2 and having
reached the outskirts of civilisation motored into Omachi thence to
return to Kobe via the Central Line,

The road over the pass is a new one and leads within a quarter
of an hour of the summit of Karamatsu which we therefore climbed
There was of course little to be seen but temporary lulls in the rain
storms gave charming glimpses of heights swimming in cloud.

Sept. 2nd : The weather had cleared and continued fine for
the rest of the trip.

The advantage’of the Daikoku Mine is its proximity to Kara-
matsu and Goryu. Karamatsu had taken less than 4 hours and
Goryu, with an hour on top, occupied only a little over 3 hours.
The ascent is very steep. There is a path which however is very
hard in the early stages and extremely slippery after rain. An hour
through the forest brings one out on to rock when the slope becomes
easier, though the rocks are very sharp under foot. The view is
similar to that from Orenge and is more or less complete of all the
northern ranges as far as Yarigatake, Facing east one has an un-
rivalied view of range behind range of the lesser giants to Asama
and beyond. Trom Orenge we had had a lovely view of Fuji.

From Goryu we returned to the mine at noon, left again at
1.30 and were back at Babadani by 4.30.

Sept. 3rd : The following morning I bade good-bye to the Ba-
badani Hut and set out on the last stage of the trip—over Tateyama,
As far as the Monkey’s Leap we returned by the Kanetsuri path.
Just below this the Ko-kurobe or smaller Kurobe runs in, A tung-
sten and molybdenum mine was discovered in the upper sources a
year or so back and the climber derives the benefit in a path which
has been constructed up the valley. The condition of this path will
depend on the fortune of the mine ; it is at present in excellent con-
dition.  After a steep preliminary climb to avoid gorges, the path is
carried most of the way along the sides of the valley. A delightful
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chosen in a little clearing in the cresping pine and the guide and
cartiers et to with a will to build a shelter.

Nothing could have been finer than the location of this camp.
We could sit in the hut and view the neighbouring ‘heights, all ex-
cept Renge itself, hidden behind Shozu-ga-take. A few steps out
from cur camp and there in front of us were Tsurugi and Tateyama
and in the far distance, Yari, Hodaka and Norikura. We were
favouved with clear fine weather during our stay and to stand on
this platean and watch the colouring of these peaks changing with
the dawn was a sight to be remembered but not described.

August 28: We set out at 7 to complete the ascent of Orenge.
The route follows round the side of the ridge under the heights of
Shozudake and Mae Renge. Half way we had a little excitement.
As we came round a corner there a quarter of a mile away, was a
black object—a bear browsing on the side of the mountain. For
some time it was unconscious of our presence. Then it made off, at
first slowly and presently in a kind of lumbering gallop down into
the valley.

Approached from the west, Orenge at first strikes one as a very
“tame’ mountain appearing as a simple grassy slope but on a nearer
approach it appears anything but tame the eastern face falling
away precipitously to the valley. In general all the peaks of the
Renge and Tateyama ranges present a bolder appearance on the
cast side, where they have weathered and where the valleys lie deep
in snow, than on the western more protected side, the slopes of
which are steer but not devoid of green.

Orenge is known on the eastern side as Hakuba or Shirouma
and is more usually ascended from Holkujo, north of Omachi. There
is a hut just under the summit. From our camp the ascent oc-
cupied 24 hours and the descent rather less.

August 29: There is little to record of the descent to Baba-
dani which took us nearly 9 hours and was little less fatiguing than
the ascent. The whole party was fully tired by the time the stream
of the main hot spring at Babadani hove in sight.

August 30: We decided we had earned the right to a lazy
day which was opportune as it rained hard. In the afternoon our
messenger whom we had sent into Kanetsuri for letters returned
and after perusal of his mail, Li. decided he must return, Fortunate-
ly the path to Daikoku Copper Mine afforded him an alternate
means of return via Omacki so it was not necessary to part company
immediately.

August 31: Left Babadani 8.30 and reached the mine at
1.15. The time could be shortened if necessary.

The path is a good one. Two hours’ climbing brings one on
to a spur leading up to Karamatsu Dake in the Renge Range and
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though one building remains in fair condition. This we made our
headquarters as Babadani was to be our base for the next
week.

I have tried to describe the scenery of the Kurobe and aband-
oned the attempt. Of its kind I have seen little to equal and
nothing to beat it. From Aimoto-bashi to Kanetsuri and again
from Kanstsuri to Babadani it steadily increases in grandeur. Al-
ways steep, the valley walls gradually draw in until at Sarutobi
(Monkey Leap) they are said to be only 20 feet across and the
river flows through a gorge with sides rising perpendicularly for
hundreds of feet. Here the path has had to be cut out of the side
of solid rock and the view is magnificient in the extreme,

Near the Sarutobi a tributary, the Kokurobe or Small Kurobe,
runs in on the left bank and a little further on the main river is
joined on the opposite bank by the Babadani River, The Kurobe
is crossed by a suspension bridge (said to be 18 ken) which we found
in urgent need of repair. A good number of the cross planks have
fallen away and most of the time one had to step gingerly over gaps
of 2 and 3 feet. The bridge is suspended from stout wire ropes so
that the whole structure gives to the weight.

There is of course no bath-house at Babadani but a hole was
scooped out in the sand for us in the course taken by the hot spring
on its way to the river, When too hot, the temperature could be
moderated by allowing the river water to run in.

August 27: We were up early for our trip to Orenge but
what with bathing, eating, packing, etc. we did not get started till
7.30. However as events turned out we had timed it very nicely.
A forest path leads for 30 minutes up the Babadani. Thence on-
wards there is no path but the course of the stream is followed to its
source, one or two detours being made through the forest to avoid
gorges. Fortunately the guide had already taken half a dozen
parties up this season and we had the advantage in a distinct trail.
A few minutes after the end of the path were rather ticklish where
the trail overhangs the river and there are only the stems of shrubs
to cling to for support in case of a missed foothoid. Mostly the way
is in the bed of the stream and the going is fairly arduous. Above
the point where the Iozawa (Sulphur Valley) flows in (9.40) the
going becomes easier. At 1.30 we came to the first snow. This
was lying in the bed of the stream and over it we were able to
make good progress, By this time we had had the ridge in view
for some tims and presently the guide forsook the stream and
struck up the side over grass. This was very steep. Presently
mist formed and a shower of rain somewhat damped our spirits but
by 4 we were on the spur and at 4.30 had reached a little platean
at 8,000 feet known as the Shozu-ga-taira. Here a camp was
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BY
OSWALD WHITE.

HE lower Kurobe district has not received the attention it de-
serves from the climbing world, This is entirely due no
doubt to the impression abroad as to its inaccessibility. Yet a
footroad has existed for some time past from Aimoto-bashi, where
the Kurobe debouches on the plain, for 15 miles or so up to Baba-
dani a tributary, from which it is possible to gain access to the more
important peaks at the extreme northern end of the Alps.

‘When Libeaud and I were planning a summer trip together,
we fixed on the lower Kurobe as the scene of our operations in view
of the magnificient scenery of the river itself and of the opportunity
afford of climbing some of the peaks already referred to. A night
train by the Holuriku line dropped us at Mikkaichi beyond Toyama
at 8.30 on August 24th. Here we were m<t by Mr. Yoshizawa, a
teacher of the Uozu Middle School, who has done much to make
known the beauties of the Kurobe to the outside world and who
had shown great kindness in advising as to routes and guides for us
on our present trip. An hour was spent in discussing final details
and then we proceeded by basha to Aimoto-bashi at the opening of
the Kurobe valley. Where we found our guide and carriers await-
ing us. I wish to say here that they proved mos! efficient and gave
the greatest satisfaction. The guide’s name and address is Sasaki
Sukesaburo, Toyama-ken, Shimoniikawagun, Aimoto-mura aza
Otozawa.

We left Aimoto-bashi at 1.80. Nine miles up the Kurobe we
diverged up a side valley and a mile further arrived at Kuronagi
Onsen at 5.30. Here, as at Kanetsuri and Babadani, the great
attraction was the hot springs.

August 25: We had had an idea of idling at Kuronagi but
changed our minds and at 2 proceeded fuither up the valley to
Kanetsuri Onsen, Here the baths were in an original position—in
a natural cave in the rock., As the water was so hot that no one
could remain in long, the bathers would go in for a minute, rest on
the rocks outside and then go in again.

August 26 : We left at 7.35 and arrived at Babadani at 12,
There used to be an inn here but it was abandoned a year or so ago
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NIPPON SANGAKU KWAI,

(TEE JaPAN ArnPINE CLUB.)

Premises : Telephone :
No. 67, Shichdme, Honchf, Yokohama, ~ Nos. 171 and 5264, Honkyoku.

The object of the Club being the promotion and diffusion of the know-
ledge of mountains, and everything concerning mountains, it has always
welcomed to its membership those anxious to further this object by their
interest and support.

Candidates for admission into this Club must be proposed and seconded
by the three members, one of them must be a member of the Council, and it is
necessary that such candidates should fill in the official printed blank, with
details of ascents made or character of work accomplished by the candidates,
and send it to the Club. The admission of candidates will be decided by the
members of Council.

Every member, on admission into the Club, be required to pay ¥5 as
entrance fee, and ¥3 as annual subscription for the current year, and thercafter
a yearly contribution of ¥3, due on the 1st January of each year. (This re-
gulation is effective on and after the 1st January, 1920). All subsecriptions are
payable in advance, on the 1st January in each year. The Post Office Account
of the Club is No. 4,829, Toky®6.

The privileges of a member include admission to all Ordinary Meetings of
the Club, and the use of the Club Library and Maps. Each member is entitled
to receive a copy of all the Club’s Periodical Publications. No member shall
be entitled to vote or enjoy any privilege of the Club while in arrear,

After October 15th, business of the Club will be carried on at No. 6,
Fujimiché Shichtme, Kéjimachi-ku, T6ky6. All communications should be
addressed to Dr. H. Takeda. Enquiries requiring a reply should enclose return
postage.
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