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Canadian Rockies. .
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Luzern-Stanserhorn.

National Parks Portfolio.
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Wengen, Winter Sport.
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14 THE PLATES IN THE JAPANESE PART.

The Mountain-Ranges dividing the Tamagawa and the
Sagamigawa, by Dr. H. Takeda. _

A trip to the Simoroka of Kurobegawa from Omachi, by Mr.
T. Numai.

From Omugawa to Mibugawa (A record of the ascent of
Kitadake and Arakawadake), by Mr. N. Yanagi.

THE PLATES IN THE JAPANESE PART.

Facing Page,
(32) Kurobegawa, near the confluence of the Gouzenzawa,
Phot. by Lr. K. Ito.
(64) Kurobegawa, between the confluence of the Oyamazawa
and of the Gozenzawa. Phot. by Mr. K. Ito.

(88) View towards north from a point north of Ainotake.
Phot. by Mr. T. Asai.
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THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING. 13

Mountaineer Bulletin, Vol. X, Nos. 7, S. Seattle, 1920.
Bird-Lore. Vol, XXII, No. 2. New York, 1929.
Alpina, 28. Jabrgang, Nr. 5. Zurich, 1920.

Svenska Turistf oreningens Avsskrift, 1920.  Stoekholm, 1920.
Rivista Mensile del Club Alpino Italiano, Vol.

XXXIX, Num. 4-5. Torino, 1920.
I’écho des Alpes, 56me année, No. 5, 6. Geneéve, 1920.

THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING.

The Thirteenth Annual Meeting of our Club was held, as
advertized, on May 9th at the Sankaidd Hall, Akasaka. The Ex-
hibition Room was opened at 10 A.M., and books, maps, paint-
ings, photographs, specimens, alpine instruments, utensils, ete.
were shown to the public. The following lectures were given in the
laxge room upstairs, commencing at 6 P.M.

Meteorological Phenomena ........... Dr. S. Fujiwara.

Yellowstone National Park ..........Prof. S. Nakamura.

THE NINTH ORDINARY MEETNG.

The Ninth Ordinary Meeting was held at the Kaikoen, Shi-
midzudani, on June 13th, presided by Prof. Tanabe. The follow-
ing lectures were given :—

The “ Nigemidzu,” a curious phenomenon recorded to occur
in Musashino ... . Prof. Umezawa.

Geomorphologlcal Stud} ‘of the Kiso' System . Prof. Tsujimura

Twenty-three members and four guests were present.

NEW MEMBER,.

742 Owen Walker, 14, Takajomachi, Kanazawa.

THE JAPANESE PART OF THE JOURNAL.

The principal articles in the Japanese Part of the current
number of this Journal are:—

13



12 CLBU LIBRARY.

to be cut in the ice to allow it to be mounted with safety. Just
in the namowest part of the.aréte Bohny, who had not shown
exceptional qualities of steadiness, stopped, and turning to DMbs.
Weston who was next him asked if she was given to giddiness
“Sind Sie schwindlich ?”, but a short catechism on the subject so
reassured him that he turned to his work with a manifestly lighter
heart and increased cheerfulness. After an hour or so of Blondin
work on the ice-crest it gave place to steep but not difficult rocks
and soon we found ourselves on the top of the Altels, and so our
second Alpine peak that day was gained. The descent to the
Schwarenbach was a tedious 3 1/2 hours trudge over smooth and
slipping stones and scree, the ice sheet that covers the upper part
of the mountain bearing too little snow for glissades to be safe.
A great welcome awaited us at the inn, for the double climb has
seldom been made by ladies, and we were not expected till two
hours or so later, and Bohny remaked it was the first time a
party of three, so far as he was aware, had ever reached the top
of the Balmhorn unroped.

Two days later Mrs. Weston and I said “good bye” to our
entertainers, whom we had quite got to like, and passing over the
Schwarzgritli and the Engstligengrat, without a guide, found our
way down to the Engstligen Alp, and the Capuan allurements of
Adelboden. ‘There was no inducement to linger longer than one
needful night among them. The next day saw us passing through
Frutigen and sheltering snugly under the friendly eaves of the
Schonegg at Spiez, just in time to escape the first bad weather of
our five weeks holiday. -

On Thursday Sept. 14th. incessant rain washed us out of
Spiez, chased us into Bern and flung an ironical farewell greeting
as we passed the frontier at Pontarlier.. So we left the Alps
behind us, but the memory of the summer of 1911 will ever
remain green and fresh and furnisli delightful recollections for many
a dull day yet to come.

CLUB LIBRAY.

The following publications bave been received since June
1920 :—
American Museum Journal, Vol. XVIII, No.1. New York, 1918.

Natural History, Vol. XX, No. 2. ' 1920.
Colorado Chautauqua Bulletin, Vol. IX, No. 7. Boulder, 1920.
Trail and Timberline, Nos. 20-21. Denver, 1920.
Mid-Pacific Magazine, Vol. XX, No. 1. Homnolulu, 1920.
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«IN THE PLAYGROUND OF EUROPE.” 11

On Thwrsday at 4 a.m. three of us, with Jakob, had a perfect
day on the Wildstrubel, the ascent being all the more interesting
because the glacier was almost wholly *“dry ™ and therefore much
more crevassed than ever before. The 4 1/2 hours climb was amply
repaid by the most glorious prospect of the Pennine Alps to the
South and nearly all those of the Oberland to the North.

Our friend was highly fortunate, and no less naturally delighted,
that her second and final peak (this season) proved so splendid a
bellevue. Here all was seen that should have been seen, where-
as on the Tschingelhorn we had mainly “viewed the mist, and
missed the view.”

A three hours descent brought us back to the Hotel on its
lofty perch at the edge of the Gemmi cliffs and to a welcome tea.

On Friday Sept. 8th. Mrs. Weston and I returned alone to
the Schwarenbach Inn, where we spent several days before des-
cending to lower levels on our homeward way.

Monday Sept. 11th. however was signalized by yet another
accomplishment of an often defeated desire, the ascent of the
Balmhorn, for which I had three times crossed the Gemmi, bub
invariably “in thunder lightening, or in rain.”

Taking with us as a porter (for he is not a certificated guide)
Hans Bohny, brother-in-law of the Hotel proprietor, we left at 4
o’clock on a lovely morning, and threaded our way round the
strong steeps of the Rinderhorn on to the Schwarg Glacier, which
soon led us by abrupt and crevassed slopes of ice, to the ridge of
the Zagengrat. Leukerbad now lay at our feet in a dull purple
haze far beneath while the distant Pennine peaks rose loftily far
beyond. After breakfast, here, we turned to the left, and an
upward trudge along easy rocks took us on to the snow crest and
slopes that lead to the twin summits of the Balmhorn. Some
distance below the ridge a group of half a dozen chamois suddenly
appeared, but galloped gracefully out of sight all too soon.

In a little over 5 1/2 bours we were on the top of our peak,
the further and slightly higher of the two snow humps that con-
stitute the “pair” of (Balm)horns.

The view was much the same as that from the Wildstrubel
but ity greater height and more central position give it corresponding
advantages and make it, on such a cloudless day as this, one of
the finest view-points in the whole of the Alps. From the lower
of the two tops we decided to vary our way down and traversed
the “knife edge” aréte leading from it to the Altels. '

This is fairly level but very narrow indeed and exceedingly
steep on either hand, so that a good balance and a steady head
are absolutely essential. In one place the ridge suddenly rises
some 25 feet at an angle of about 70° and here huge steps had

11



10 «IN THE PLAYGROUND OF EUROPE.”

midnight) greatly pleased my friend, and he twice told me his
favourite anecdote of the commanding officer of a certain Swiss
regiment who, though a good soldier, was somewhat fond of O.D.V.
Observing on parade one day a private with a rather bulging breast-

ket, he enquired the reason and was told it was the previous
drill book he always kept there near his heart. Calling the man
out of the ranks, he caused all the rest to “right about turn, quick
march ™ for several paces. He then examined, and consumed, the
contents of the “drill book,” remarking in loud and satisfied tones
that they were most beneficial in what they imparted. Finally he
returned the private and the company once more to their public
duties, and there the incident was closed! The Obersteinberg was
reached in 13 hours, at 6 o’clock in the evening and the pleasantest
week end of cur holiday gave me a welcome rest after rather a
a strenuous series of climbs.

On Monday morning Sept. 4. we packed up and sent off our
luggage once more, and by 11 o’clock we were on the march for
the Mutthorn Hut. A merry lunch in the middle of the Tschingel
glacier lightened the riicksacks and also labour of the way, and a
night’s stay at the familiar cabane prepared us for the climb up
the Tsehingel therefrom. One part of the Cabane is reserved for
ladies only, but when Mrs. Weston went there to retire to rest
for the evening she found it already occupied by a stout and
stubborn looking German tourist. On explanation that it was
‘reserved,” and the drawing of his attention to the Swiss Alpine
Club notice to that effect, clearly printed in English, French and
German, still failed to move him. He merely rudely remarked that
he entirely refused to make way for any lady and intended to pass
the night there himself. Finally the ‘gardian’ of the Cabane
came to the rescue, and in a very short space ef time the foolish
Teuton retired, in silent trial unavailing fury, to share a straw
strewn shelf with some forty others who would doubtless have
gladdly dispensed with his company.

On Sept. 5. we climbed the Tschingelhorn in dull grey.
weather a great contrast to our ascent hitherto, and the afternoon
saw us descending the Kander glacier, with its tall steep moraine
of which the sharp crest offers a Blondinlike pathway far down
towards the deep dark Gasterntal.

At Selden we spent the night at the pleasant little Hotel
Petersgrat, and next day mounted by way of the Hotel Waldhaus
and the new steeply rugged path, to the Gemmi which it joins
just above Stock.

A picnic hmeh Dby the stream below the Schwarenbach re-
freshed us for the final stretch to the Wildstrubel Hotel, at which
place of doubtful excellence we spent an abbreviated night.

10



«“IN THE PLAYGROUND OF EUROPE” 9

but strenuous work, and now another hour's well earned rvest,
making tea and enjoying the splendid prospect on either hand was
our reward.

The finest feature of the view was the magnificient rampart
of peaks—from the Aletschhorn on the left to the massive pyramid
of the Bietschhorn on the right—which rises on the East side of
the Lotschental, straight in front, and again away on the left were
the Beich pass and the Lotschen Liicke, two of the earliest glacier
expeditions I ever made, and very pleasant memories they recalled.
Again all gleamed bright and clear under a cloudless sky, and, as
on the Weisse Frau, and the Gspaltenhorn, already, the weather
seemed to do his (or is'nt “she”—feminine by reason of her
moods, the clerk of the weather!) best to make up for the dis-
appointment she had, inflicted on me in past years. Tuarning to
the descent, due at first imagined that ‘“all was over but the
shouting,” however, showed the difficulties to be many. It cost
three hours of the greatest care and steady effort circumvent the
tangled maze of crevasses of the Jigi glacier which dropped in
steep and broken escarpments from our feet to the level valley
floor, 3000 feet below. This now became practically a new ex-
pedition and we had to take quite a different line from that
previously followed by earlier parties. The conditions of the ice
was wholly foreign to that of the ordinary seasons, owing to the
unique and prolonged heat of the past summer, which had both
melted away the snow-bridges over the existing crevasses and
opened out a great many fresh fissures in the ice. Success at
length rewarded our toil and when off the glacier and out of the
rope, tea time again amived. Then came the final trudge along
the lovely Lotschental, over green Alps and through beautiful
forests of larches and pines. Here and there some little emerald
lnke lay shimmering deep and still under the indigo sky. At 3
p-m. we had gained the charming little new inn on the Fafler Alp.
After <Café complet’ my companion turned his face down the glen
for Ried, the Rhone Valley and home, while I spent the night in
solitary state and on Saturday at 5 a.m. was on my way back to
the Obersteinberg by way of the Petersgrat and the Mutthorn
Hut. A sporting suggestion of Jakob’s met with instant approval—
that we should traverse the Tschingelhorn (11790 ft.) from Tast
to West, which we did with great satisfaction enjoying the fine
bit of rock climbing on the East aréte immensely. Appearently
this had only been done once before and that by Jakob’s elder
brother and his Herr. This fact, combined with the intelligence
Jakob had gleaned in the Lotschental to the effect that our crossing
of the Schmadrijoch was the first successful attempt for two years
(the last party having more overreached Fafleralp somewhere about
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This time however the conditions were more kind. On Sept.
1st. at 3.45. H.S.B. and I with Jakob, and Gottiried as porter,
had said our good byes and with lanterns swinging in our hands
and good wishes ringing in our ears, we were at last trumping
steadily on our way towards the Schmadrijoch, the splendid pass
that crosses the lowest gap in the ridge between the Grosshorn,
on the left, and the Breithorn on the right. The latter is the
most noticeable peak seen in views of the head of the Lauter-
brunnen Valley.

Passing a little to the north of the Oberhorn See we crossed
a high wall of moraine, but to get on to the Breithorn Glacier,
had to somehow cross over a wide and turbulent torrent near its
ridge. Some time was spent, by the dim light of satrs and lanterns,
in finding & place shallow enough to ford. The two men splashed
through vigourously and then Jakob seizing a big boulder hurled
it in midstream and called ont to me “that will do for you, Sir.”
It very nearly “did for” me, in a different sense. At any rate I
got such a drenching as made it indifferent whether I waded or
swam the stream. The glacier was easily crossed and then on the
left. we opened out the lights of Wengen, a lovely chaplet of
brilliants flashing far away below. Our first piece of real work
was the passage of a Bergschrund on to a very difficult out-crop
of rocks affording little hand, or foot hold for the first few feet.
To tha right was the channel of a great ice avalanche we had
seen fall some time before, but now such downfalls were held fast
bound in the icy grip of the frosts of night. Above this, the climb
was most interesting, and for 1500 ft. or so kept us to steep rocks
on the left of the pass. In one place we saw a shelter cf loose
fragments of rock built up against an overhanging cliff, some five
years ago by a French climber and his guides when overtaken by
bad weather and an intermittent cannonade of stones from above.
The crux of the climb is really to get above the great boss of ice
which rises first above the head of the pass. Once we had done
this we knew we should be the masters of the situation, in fact
the “head bosses.” Jakob had indeed reconnoitred it the day
before, and evolved a circuitous route that, which certainly led up
above the great bulge only did so at the cost of an hour or two
of hard work at step cutting. This time, however, he modestly
accepted a suggestion from me to continue by the rocks we were
still on. By thus getting on a level with the top of the boss we
crossed the steep couloir safely in carefully constructed steps, and
in a fow minutes the main obstacle was overcome. Above it we
crossed a very deep and fearsome-looking Bergschrund and in five
minutes more we were in the narrow gap in the rocky ridge that
marks the Schmadrijoch. We had taken only 5 1/4 hours steady
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and odd costumes they suggested as an appropriate title—a trio of
« pickel’d Herren.” (n.b. pickel=German for ice-axe!)

The top we gained in 1 3/4 hours from the Liicke greatly to
Jakob’s satisfaction, and a prospect of wonderful beauty and extent
unrolled itself before us. Nearly all the great Alpine Peaks stood
up clear cut, against a cloudless sky; while at our feet stretched
the long broad ice stream of the Kanderfirn leading into the
Gasterntal on the right and part of the Tschingel Glacier falling
downwards to the Ober Steinberg on the left.

The time to leave the top came all too soon, but the descent
proved very little quicker, as far as the Liicke, than the upward
way. It was not specially difficult but being very steep, with the
immense drop on the right of the ridge, needed steadiness of care.

On the “Bise Tritt” our English friends seemed a little
uncomfortable, as we watched them descending, far above us, but
the antics of their leading guide, who was both clumsy and un-
certain, were such as to inspire them with little sense of security
and ease.

From the Liicke, above which we had discarded the rope, it
was a case of “facilis descensus” indeed; and 35 minutes served
to land us at the lut, where exactly an hour longer of steady
going had been needed for the ascent; and so, ab 11.30 a.m.
in a little over 7 hours, including halts, our expedition came to
an end and with it we settled our old score against the Gspalten
horn.

The conditions had been perfect; we were both in excellent
training, and the climbing from first to last was enjoyable to a
degree. Mrs. Weston had certainly never shown to better advantage
on a mountain, and I quite understood why Jakob, later on, con-
fided to me that he would like to take her up a very difficult
mountain, because she climbed so well!” .

The English party arrived half an hour later, and the * Pickled
Herren,” looking really «frilled” in fact *“done brown” an hour
later still. After lunch and a short rest we once more sallied forth
from the Hut, and in two hours were on the top of the Gamchi
Liicke, and by six o'clock had plodded over the now softening
snows of the Tschingel (Hlacier, passed the lovely turquoise waters
of the Oberhorn Lake, and reached our mnext head quarters, the
quaint unconventional little inn—the Hotel Obersteinberg, whose
acquaintance I first made 14 years ago and to which I always
return with interest and pleasure.

Several times I had returned here, intending to cross the
great wall of rock and ice that shuts off the valley of Lauter-
brunnen from that of the Létschental, but the weather always
vetoed my proposals.
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below but the climbing there was comparatively simple though no
doubt appearing exceedingly sensational to those on the watch,
and here, however, time passed quickly, and after reaching the top
(with a 2nd. or 3rd. breakfast thereon) a quick and fairly easy
descent of 2 1/2 hours landed us highly pleased with our interesting
scramble at the hut once more.

A quiet Sunday was followed by repacking of luggage and
sending it round to meet us at Obersteinberg at the head of the
Lauterbrunnen valley. In two detachments we made our way
again up to the Gspaltenhorn Hut, Mrs. Weston and I going on
after breakfast with Jakob, wlile the others came on after lunch
with his brother Gottfried a ‘porter’ without ambitions to possess
the ¢ Fiithrerbuch” of a qualified guide.

The hut this time sheltered 8 or 9 besides ourselves, the two
remaining parties consisting of three Germans with a guide, and
-an Englishman and his wife with their two guides, all bound like
Mrs. Weston and myself for the Gspaltenhorn itself.

It was our third try, and the weather gave every hope of
success. August 29th. saw us on the move early. "By 4 A.M.
three lanterns were twinkling at intervals up the Bittlassen Liicke
Screes, ours being half an hour behind the Germans and ten
minutes later than the other Fnglish pair. In a little over 1 1/2
hour we reached the Liicke, and were again fortunate in a lovely
view. After a second breakfast on the Col, we roped together
and applied ourselves to the varied and most interesting work
before rus,

The climbing was delightfully exhilarating, but difficult enough
to prevent one from giving much attention to the glorious view of
the Jungfrau group beyond the Lauter-brunnen Valley, or the
tremendous slopes of rock and glacier that fell in sensational
sweeps of 4,000 to 5,000 feet to the Sefinental below us.

The photograph of Mrs. Weston and Jakob on the upper
Gend’ arme gives an idea of this part of the ridge, though the
rocks are steeper than they look owing to unavoidable foreshortening
on the part of the camera. Higher up we came to the *“Bose
Tritt,” a nearly perpendicular piece of cliff about 120 ft. in height,
consisting the most difficult part of the climb. It is now rendered
less terrifying by the presence of two stout ropes one above the
other, 1 1/2 inches thick, but the less one uses them, the more sport-
ing is the passage found to be.

At the foot of the “Bose Tritt” we nearly caught up the
German party, who did not seem very happy either here or on
the steep ice-slope which above them led upwards to the summit
of the Peak. They were a curious assortment of climbers—these
three—* queer fish” someone called them, and with their ice-axes

5
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Bittlassen from the ILiicke, a splendid rock climb discovered 5
years ago by owr leader, and, so far, only made by 4 or 5 parties
before our own. These rocks luckily had already begun to warm
up in the genial sun, and except in sheltered spots on the West
face were pleasant and interesting to deal with.

Fig. 1.

The aréte of the Gspaltenhorn August 1911 by tke Auther.

The actual climb. (though only taking 1.38 min. vather quick
going) was of the highest order, two chimneys and a curious
“letter box” hole on the aréte giving delightful and difficult
problems to solve. Sometimes we had to work out on the ridge
looking towards Miirren, with a sheer drop of 2000 or 3000 feet
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of the hut was the frequent arrival of belated parties from Kander-
steg, and the chatter of three English ‘guideless’ climbers chiefly
discoursing on the inconsiderateness of noisy foreigners in Club
Huts !

They had high ambitions that evening, but accomplished, I fear,
only lowly performances the next day, as their overnight’s story of
past triumphs was only succeeded by a mornign’s failure to reach
the summit of the Wilde Frau. Still, as they were the only party
to try anything at all besides ours, (the rest descending in despair),
I must give them their due. The Weisse Frau gave us on the
other hand of her severest frosts and that morning the icy ridge
on which we spent 3 hours of hard work (chiefly represented by
Jakob’s strenuous step cutting) was a case of “Cold shoulder”
indeed. The early dawn, however, as the great snow-peaks of the
Oberland awoke from sleep and darkness at the kindly touch of
the genial sun, provided a perfectly kaleidoscopic series of gorgeous
colouring, only less impressive and awe inspiring than the purple
and saffron, and green and gold, of the sky above At the top,
while the others rested, photographed, and ate. I got astride the
actual summit-ridge, and managed @ cheval to work my way up to
the highest point which still could only afford sitting room after
I had cut off the apex of the snowy needle.

The way down, after the steepest of the ice slopes had been
passed, was an exhilarating scramble, enlivened only by the partial
disappearance of one of the party in a crevasse as a sequel to a
previous swift and sudden-but unintentional-slide down a steep
snow slope to the extent of the rope between himself and the man
above. The whole descent only took 1 1/2 hours to the H hthurli
Hut, and that afternoon saw us at the new Gspaltenhorn Hut, on
the opposite side of the Gamehi glacier, at the head of the Kiental.
At that new and excellent shelter we spent a cheerful and sociable
evening. The next morning mounting the steep and toilsome screes
that led in 1 3/4 hours to the Biittlassen Liucke, the clear cut gap
between the famous Gspaltenhorn on the right and the Biittlassen
on the left. The wonders of that dawn will never fade from the
recollection of those who had the exquisite pleasure of witnessing
them, the prospect from Mirren to the Jungfrau and her giant
companions being splendid beyond description.

Had the conditions been favourable Mrs. Weston and I were
to have climbed the Gspaltenhorn, from which a violent thunder-
storm 4 years ago had rudely driven us, drenched and defeated.

The rocks of the Gspaltenhorn, now still in shadow, were
filmed with a dangerous coating of ice, so we decided to “run
away ” a second time without “fighting.”

HSB and I roped up with Jakob for the traverse of the
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following day saw us early afoot, crossing the well-known pass of
the Sefinen-Furgge (8583 ft.), between the Grosse-Hundshorn and
the Biittlassen. We were without guides and thoroughly enjoyed
during our route finding on these expeditions, and when we finally
reached the delightful little Hotel-Blimlisalp in the Kiental “ at
the end of the perfect day” we found owr-selves and not for the
first time, in one of the most lovely, and least-known, of all
valleys of the Bernese Oberland.

I should like to commend the ISiental to the notice of any
members of the J.A.C. who may be planning a visit to the Alps
in the near future. There "are climbs of every kind, length, and
degree of difficulty, and for them abler guide, nor pleasanter
comrade can be found than our own Jakob Mani. The eldest son
of the schoolmaster of Reichenbach, the principal village in the
valley, he is one of the most intelligent and well-informed“Swiss
guides I ever met. He loves the mountains for their own sakes,
and for what they can tell him of a power and wisdom greater
than that of the men who dwell beneath their shadows.

In the Swiss Federal Army, he held the rank of Sergeant
Major, and performed also the duties of what he called ‘ Mother
of his Company.” I first climbed with him in 1910, and leaving
him then with regret, met him again this year with unbounded
pleasure.

Jakob not only speaks English well, but can even make jokes
in it and as he possesses a delightful sense of humoumr, of a quaint
and whimsical kind, the longest day’s climb is never dull in Jakob’s
company. His warm heart, kindly courtesy, and unselfish thought-
fulness, combined with his friendly manner win friends wherever
he goes. On one occasion he and I, on the Wilde Frau, came
very mnear to ‘““going West " together in a sudden snow storm in
these same Oberland mountains, but a man could have climbed
his last peak in no better company than his.

But this year it was in mostly snnshine that Jakob came with
me as ‘ guide, philosopher, and friend.” The first peak we set out to
climb, together with my friend Somerset Bullock, was the Weisse
Frau (12010 ft.) the centre peak of the Bliimlis Alp group.

With the ladies of our party, we walked up for lunch at the
chalet on the Bund Alp, described in Von Fellenberg's charming
story of the first ascent of the Weisse Fran some 50 years ago.
After lunch, the ladies returned to the Hotel Blumlisalp, while
Bullock and I, with Jakob, trudged up to the Swiss Alpine Club
Hut on the Hohturli Pass (9120 ft.).

A dull gray, and chilly sky offered dubious prospects for the
morrow and the steady rain that soon came down therefrom made
us glad of a substantial shelter. The only drawback to the interior
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“IN THE PLAYGROUND OF EUROPE.”
(Alpine Wanderings of two J.A.C. members in 1911.)

REV. WALTER. WESTON,

A Famous IEnglish poet has told us that Sorrow’s crown of

Sorrow is in remembering happier days, and to those of us
who are at present exiles from both the great Alpine ¢ playgrounds’
we love so well, this fact has never come home with such painful
forca as to-day. We have been hearing from many of our J.A.C.
friends of their plans for this summer’s climbs, and next to the
pleasure of sharing in such experiences our-selves comes that of
hearing of the good times they are enjoying in those familiar and
delightful regions. In due course we shall hear from them of their
present adventures on the peaks and in the valleys, in sunshine
and in storm. Meanwhile, we here have to be content with
recalling happy memories of the advenentures of the past *Decies
repetita placebit.’

The present paper is an attempt to set before our friends and
colleagues of the Nippon Sangaku Kwai some notes of the last
Alpine season Mis. Weston and I spent in Switzerland. The record
needs be brief and simple though some of the expeditions were
both long and by no means easy. It is from the leaves of my
last journal that the notes are taken, and if to any of my readers
those leaves prove somewhat dry, I can ouly apologize, with the
excuse that at any rate they are in keeping nature’s own conditions
as an early autumn wind in laying bare the trees before me as I write.

In August 1911 I had gone out in advance to the Bernese
Oberland, the region already known to the J.A.C. through the
travels of Messrs. Kondod, Tsujimura, Kaga and other Japanese
climbers. My companion, then, was a well known member of the
Alpine Club, Somerset Bullock, with whom I first began serious
climbing, without guides, in 1897. (see “an adventure on the
Eigerjoch ). 'When Mrs. Weston joined us at Spiez, so that
Lake of Thun, we at once went up to Mirren, above the valley
of Lauterbrunnen, and the next morning ascended the Schilthorn
(9754 ft.), a pleasant climb of some 6 hours up and down and
famous as one of the finest and most central view-points in the
central Oberland. So great was Mrs. Weston’s energy and eager-
ness to penetrate to the heart of the mountains, however, the
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