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Seitz's Macrolepidoptera of the World =X8HEZBO Y QR°

The auther of this lines had the pleasure of himself observing morpho in the woods of St. Catha-
rina, but especially lonely side valley of Capivery River, which at that time was still little ex-
plored by white men. A crystal waterfall sprinkled at tho root of forest giants, providing a point
of attraction for butterflies of all kinds. Just as wild animals tread down regular tracks in order to
reach water, so the Morphids assembled here daily, following up any chance clearing to get to
the cascade, as if they came to see cooling refreshment among the coftly rustling arches of the
tall bamboos, which are shaden and bedewed by the foaming water. They did not come crowd
bat singly, floating along quietly, and how patiently one wated, until after some minutes of
silent expectation a second iridescent form appeared, to be capturcd with the almost unfailing
certainty of long practise as soon as it ventured within reach of net. The magic impression which
the morphids make on the European traveller seems to be shared by the natives.
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