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Cerro Arenales (3437m.) and the snout of the Colonia glacier

as seen from the Base-camp.
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U-shaped valley in Swat Kohistan as seen from

the entrance of the Diwangar branch valley.
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Mountains in Swat Kohistan with cirques,

terrace and an alluvial fan as seen from the

Diwangar camp.
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Glaciated bed-rock near the Ghizar camp.
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River Ghizar near Ghizar.
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Professors Zahoor and Beg (left 'to right) standing

on the top of Zagar An (Pass).
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Porters resting on the top of Nazbar

An (Pass).
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The western face of “Botnnuten” and Dr. Nakano climbing the west

ridge.
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The Alpine Club Centenary Dinner: Sir J. Hunt, J.H. Emlyn Jones,

Yuko Maki.
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Expedicion Chileno Japonesa Andes Patagonicos 1958

by Kaoru Tanaka

(Prof. of Geography, Kobe University, leader
of the Japanese team of the expedition)

This expedition originated from a free talk between Mr. Boris Kraizel
Loy, the president of the * Federacion de Andinismo y Excursionismo
de Chile " and myself, at Santiago in Nov., 1956.

It was to be sport only for the Chileans while I tried to cover also
the scientific field, particularly with regard to glacial geomorphology.

This international expedition was successful thanks to an even col-
laboration of the two nations, and we were extremely grateful fo rthe
strong support of the Chilean Government and particularly that of the
Chilean Air Force who offered us eight carrier planes without which
our heavily equipped party could not have even approached the moun-
tains.

The Japanese team consisted of seven members (K. Tanaka, leader-
geographer; M. Takagi, sub-leader anthropologist; M. Takava; M. Mori;
M. Emmanji; A. Morita; S. Maeda; T. Yoda, cameraman; S. Tanaka,
cameraman) belog all, except the cameramen, to the *“ Kobe University
Alpine Club ", while the *“Federacion” chose the eight members of the
Chilean team (G.H. Mills Parades, leader; E. Garcia Soto, subleader ;
A. Yanes del Villar, doctor ; Captain C. Piderit ; W. Itrriaga Simken ;
K. Claussen Sparenberg ; G. Muga Royo; C. Lucero Martinez) among
climbers of the entire country and included an officer of the military
alpine training college.

On Jan. 19th, 1958, we assembled at Santiago, and successively set
out by air to Hielo Patagonico Norte looking out for ““Cerro Arenales”
(3437 m) standing on a continental ice field 25 kilometer off the Colonia
Glacier. Having traced up the Rio Baker and Rio Colonia Valleies, we
crossed the virgin water of Lago Colonia for the first time in a rubber
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life boat to the unexplored shore where we set up our base camp at the
edge of the glacier at an altitude of 240 m.

It was sun set time on March 6th when our first ascending party
stood on the summit of Cerro Arenales after a twenty-three-hour-work
from the fourth camp, established above the great ice-falls. Two other
parties, four Chileans and two Japanese were also successful in the
coquest.

The climbing itself required no high technique except at the ice-falls
hunging just above the base camp 3, which as we ascertained, stood
almost on the snow line, 1,300 m of altitude. However, it was a hard
job to cover 25 kilometers of direct distance between the base camp
and the summit without a single porter. Thus it took us 62 davs to
move from and back to Lago Colonia.

The polar method was for the first time applied in the region, and
one of the principal summits, other than those located at the edge of
the ice field in Patagonia, had never been conquered before. The entire
party was equipped with Japanese materials.

Among new informations we gained, were three important ones :

(1) The weather was rather more stable than we previously expected,
so we had more than a week of either continuous good or bad weather.
(2) The climate was fairly arid even at the end of the Colonia Glacier
(east side of the Andes), and the fluvio-glacial drifts have turned to a
desert. (3) The glaciers beneath the snowline were in ever melting
condition throughout our expedition, and presented very dangerous
structure.

The scientific finds were of secondary importance, however interesting
to me. (1) I proved the hypothesis that the mysterious flood which occurs
once every summer along the Rio Baker, might be caused by water from
the Lago Arco (so nomed by us) located in the Colonia Glacier. (2) We
discovered a plant-leaf-fossil bearing limestone pebbles considered to
belong to the nesozoic period, along the tongue of the gjacier. (3) 1
observed an unusual example of gigantic glacial strie near the Lago
Arco, and many other interesting fluvo-glacial topographies contributing
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much to the glacial geology of the region.
The account of the expedition in Japanese has been published in Oct.
1958, and the scientific report of the Japanese group will be published

in a more international form within this year.

To the Upper Swat and the Eastern Hindu Kush

by Susumu Matsushita

In the Kyoto University Scientific Expedition to the Karakoram and
Hindu Kush which was performed in 1955, the western half of the Kara-
koram and the main part of the Hindu Kush were explored from angles
of biology, anthropology and geology. In the next year the syntaxial
bend part of the mountain range connecting the Karakoram to the Hindu
Kush in the Gilgit-Ishkuman-Yasin area was surveyed in geology, biology
and mountaineering by the First Panjab University (Pakistan)-Kyoto
University (Japan) Joint Expedition party composed of three Pakistanis
and three Japaneses. The Eastern Hindu Kush and the Upper Swat
which are situated adjoining to the west to the southwest of the Gilgit-
Ishkuman-Yasin area mentioned above were explored in 1957 from angles
of geology, biology and mountaineering by the Second Panjab Univer-
sity-Kyoto University Joint Expedition party led by Prof. A.H. Beg. The
members of the last named party are listed below.

Pakistani members :

Prof. Abdul Hamid Beg, 57, Vicc-Principal of the Islamia College
and Professor of Physics,

Dr. M.S. Zahoor, 32, Professor of Botany, Panjab University,

Mr. K. Mubashir L. Khan, 26, Lecturer of Geography, Panjab
University ;

Japanese members :

Dr. Susumu Matsushita, 54, Professor of Geology, Kyoto Univer-

sity,
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Mr. Katsuichi Honda, 24, Student of Agricultural Biologv, Kyoto
University,

Mr. Kazuhiko Ogino, 22, Student of Forestry, Kyoto University,

Mr. Goro Iwatsubo, 24, Student of Forestry, Kyoto University,

Mr. Fumio Okitsu, 22, Student of Geology, Kyoto University;

Liaison Officer :

Mr. Rasir A. Khan Tahirkheli, 28, Geologist of the Geological Sur-
vey of Pakistan.

After having been organized in Lahore at the beginning of July, 1957,
the expedition party left Peshawar for the expedition on the 9th of that
month to the Upper Swat and the Eastern Hindu Kush, and came back
to Peshawar on September 4. The course of the journey was: Peshawar-
Saidu Sharif-Kalam-Dadarili An-Ghizar-Gupis-Yasin-NazbarAn-Ano Gol-
Zagar An-Mastuj-Chitral-Dir-Peshawar. The party proceeded by bus
from Peshawar to Kalam, on foot from Kalam up to Mastuj, on horseb-
ack or on foot from Mastuj to Chitral town, on a truck from Chitral
to Peshawar. The distance from Kalam to Mastuj is 470 km.

The Swat State passed through by our party is a mountainous state
in the northern part of the Northwestern Frontier Province of Western
Pakistan and is ruled by the Wali of Swat whose palace lies at Saidu
Sharif in the southern part of the state. The area and population of
the Swat are 10,000 km* and 570,000 respectively. The Swat State is
elongated from north to south and is drained by River Swat running
southward.

The Upper Swat is a high mountainland with many alpine peaks over
55,000 m. above sea level, and being effected by the summer monsoon,
is given sufficient rainfall for forests of Himalayan cedar, oak and birch.
This is one of the rare cases in arid Western Pakistan. The Upper Swat
with its snow-capped peaks, forested slopes and clear streams is becom-
ing a sightseening place. Swat Kohistan, the northern part of the Upper
Swat with its administrative center at Kalam is a higher mountainland
with small galciers and relics (cirques, hanging valleys, U-shaped valleys,
moraine walls etc.) of Pleistocene glaciation and is a tribal area, for the
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most part uninhabited and has not yet been surveyed and had never
been passed through by foreigners nor plainsmen till 1957, when our
expedition was carried out.

On July 18 we left Kalam (2,000m) for Swat Kohistan on foot, em-
ploying 70 porters and 6 guards. In the upper valley where no permanent
village is seen, we often saw pasturing tribesmen. During our march
through Swat Kohistan it rained occasionally. After having camped at
five places on the way, we crossed the snow-covered Dadarili Pass
(5,060m) and entered the Gilgit Agency and at the same time the
Eastern Hindu Kush. In strong contrast to the humid southern side, the
northern side of this water-shed is arid, not forested nor grass-covered.
A few willows and flowering plants are seen only on the valley bottom.
Having descended the valley of Shunji Gol, which is U-shaped, but modifi-
ed by talus, we arrived at Ghizar (2,900 m) at the junction of Shunji Gol
and River Ghizar on July 27. From here the Swat porters and guards
went home. We found a glaciated bed-rock near our Ghizar camp.

On both sides of the deep valley of River Ghizar, the upper course of
River Gilgit flowing from west to east, there are well developed two or
three river terraces. Though the precipitous slope on both sides of this
valley with scanty rainfall is bare of vegetation, the terraces and alluvial
fans are often irrigated, cultivated and inhabited, because the eternal
snow in the river source supplies plentiful water. The 5,000-5,500 m.
class peaks are capped with snow. We walked from Ghizar to Gupis in
four days, taking the Gilgit-Chitral highway which is partly jeepable
but on which we never found wheels. It was fairly hot to walk in the
daytime in this arid and shade-less valley. We sometimes tasted delice-
ous fruits of apricot in the village with a height below 2,500 m.

The village of Gupis lying near the confluence of the two rivers of
Ghizar and Yasin is a small administrative center with the Raja and the
resident officers of the Agency. The author of “ This My Voyvage ",
Dr. T. Longstaff resided here as an officer during the First World War
in 1916 and 1917. During our stay at Gupis, my Pakistani colleagues and
I made a return trip by jeep to Gilgit 110 km. downstream to visit
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Political Agent Mr. M.Z. Kiani.

On August 7 we proceeded on foot from Gupis to Yasin 24 km. north
of the former. It was interesting to observe that River Yasin is much
turbid while River Ghizar is rather clear. At the junction of these two
rivers the boundary between their waters is very marked. Two days
later we entered westward the valley of Nazbar, a tributary of River
Yasin, accompanied by about 50 porters. In the upper valley there is no
permanent village, but we often met with shepherds there.

From the top of Nazbar An (4,977 m) on Aug. 11, we had a magnificent
view of the Eastern Hindu Kush with many snow- and ice-capped peaks.
The same day we pithed camp at Ano Gol (3,850m), a tributary of the
Bahushtaro river and the following day the climbing team started for
Mt. Shahan Dok (6,237 m). The Bahushtaro valley was lively with many
pastors and cattles. Over Zagar An (5,007m) the main party entered
the Chitral State and reached Mastuj on the Yarkhun river on Aug. 18.
Early next morning I found to the west Mt. Tirichi Mir (7,740 m) glitter-
ing in the morning sunshine and rising high above other mountains.

As for our climbing team to try the first ascent of Shahan Dok, three
students (Honda, Ogino and Iwatsubo), after having ascended a steep
glacier, reached the height of about 6,180 m in the evening of Aug. 18,
but they were compelled to come back from there, on account of the
lack of time.

On Aug. 24 the climbing team joined the main party at Mastuj which
the whole party left for Chitral two days afterwards. Now our scientific
works have almost finished. Honda, Ogino and Iwatsubo collected about
5,000 specimens of wild plants, over 300 specimens of insects and abun-
dant seeds of cultivated plants. I myself, being assisted by Okitsu, made
geological and topographical reconnaissance maps along my route from
Kalam to Mastuj and collected about 400 specimens of rocks and fossils.
In three days and a half we arrived at the Chitral town, the capital of
the Chitral State, and we started on our way home on Sept. 2.



Journeys with Dogs during the First Wintering
(Feb. 1957—Feb. ’58),

Japanese Antarctic Research Expedition

(Part I)

by Taiichi Kitamura

It was not fine in the morning on August 12, 1957, at *“ Syowa-Base ”
(69°00'29"S, 39°35'10"E), but the atmospheric-pressure seemed not so re-
markably low, so we did not care much of the weather. As we—Dr.
NAKANO, Mr. KIKUCHI, Mr. SAEKI and [—went on toward the south,
the field of vision got narrower, and at noon time of the day the
weather changed into a threatening one. Relying on the magnetic com-
pass (The deflection is 43°W), we moved on to the “ Yutre” Island,
at where we were going to study the ecology of penguin, however, they
were not yet there, and we four, with 15 dogs, entered into the place to
be seemed an inlet on the south side of the island at 14 :30. Beneath us
was very hard sea ice of Liitzow-Holm Bay, and it was covered with soft
5-cench-meter-deep snow. The fog was dense, and we could see only as
far as 200 or 300 meters ahead. There was no winds and the powdery
snow was falling quietly.

“Let's go farther, and camp where the snow is deep”, said NAKANO.
[ went forth with him to look for the camp site. In a short time, I got
back and said “ We have found a good place to camp”. We consulted
together over the map.

Then, just then !

“Whiz 11"

There was a sound and at the same time we felt ourselves pressed
vaguely, so we looked up from the map.

“Ah1! It's a blizzard!” We cried. The blizzard was approaching,
sweeping the “ Yutre” Island like dark clouds.
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“ Here it come ! ” Next moment, we were environed with the raging
blizzard. One of the matress for camp, which was placed on the dog
sledge, was blown off toward the lee. NAKANO was following up his
own footmarks to draw near back to us. The ice freezed so hard that
the tent could not be set up, so we made our every effort to go ahead,
but could not move any more feet.

“Let's pitch a tent hereabout!” said we and stopped the sledge.
“Don’t get anything flown off 11 The hemisphere-shaped polar tent
flattered, being swept by the strong winds. Beneath was ice. The peg
which was made of soft metal of duralumin was no good, and we used
“ice-piton .

After one hour's struggle, we four rolled in the tent at last, and felt
relieved. The dogs crouched on the ice, wearing the new snow over their
heads and bodies, and they looked warm.

This is the narratives of our experience at the “ Yutre” Island. We
had a dog team formed by 15 dogs, and after the quiet rest during the
hard winter, we started to make some journeys with them. The “ Bliz-
zard at the Yutre”, which mentioned above, was one of the experiences
we got at the beginning of the journey season.

At October and November, the dog sledge journeys came their cli-
max, namely, we went to the “Botnnuten” (Bottom-mountain), a nunatak
located about 50 kilometers inland from the head of Liitzow-Holm Bay,
and 200 kilometers from the * Syowa-Base” at Ongul Island.

A party of three—Dr. S. NAKANO (surgeon) as a leader of the party,
and Mr. T. KIKUCHI (geologist) and I (geophysicist), in charge of 15
dogs, set out the “ Syowa-Base ”. It was October 16, '57.

The 27 days which followed is but a little journey compared to those
large-scale exploration promoted by foreign nations. To us, however,
this is the essence, the culmination of all and great efforts rendered by
everybody concerned in the enterprise. A honor, as it were, to carry up
the last one of the topmost stones of a pyramid which has been ac-
cumulated by our collaborators, and, naturally, a realization of our
dream ! The 15 dogs we took with us, worked hard, in fact, more than
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we had expected of them, bringing to fruition our many labors in train-
ing them for the journey. As we daily watched and followed them, our
heart warmed up to the unsharing canine efforts.

The “Enkyu Hyozan Gun” (Group of Dome Icebergs), which blocks
the course on the east side of the “ Padda " island, is a collection of
big, old, decrepit icebergs, all of which are about 50 meters high, and
mostly one kilometer in diameter. Because they are contigunously dis-
tributed over the area, we have to climb up and down the icebergs, and
are not allowed to make a detour. So we rode across this group of
icebergs. Our loads were great; the snows were deep; but the dogs all
endured well.

On October 21, starting from our depot at the landing place, we set
foot on the continent and proceeded towards the south, and more south.
There were no big crevasses on the course. But we had to march in the
teeth of strong winds which brought on snows that hurt our faces. It
was hard to walk looking forward. Frostbite left its mark on the face.
As for the dogs, they were no better than ourselves. It probably made
it difficult for them to steer straight ahead against the wind, seeing
them prone to go in the wrong direction.

In this way, on the afternoon of October 25, the three-man party and
the 15 dogs reached the foot of ‘ Botnnuten”. At that point, the
altitude is approximately 1,000 meters above the sea-level, the tempera-
ture was in the neighborhood of —20°C, and, as usual, snowdrifting was
severe. The next morning, October 26, the mercury read —26°C with a
strong wind blowig at 15m/s. Usually, this wind has a tendency to
subside in the afternoon, so we tide over it by keeping ourselves in
the tent while it lasts. In the afternoon, we got on the unloaded sledge
and made a round trip of “ Botnnuten . This mountain mass, having a
circumference of 4-5km, is not so big. However, it is cut on all sides
by glaciers, so that there is no likelihood of it being climbed easily.

We named temporarily the several peaks of this mountain mass; viz.,
“To-h6” (meaning East Peak), “ Shu-ho” (Main Peak), and “ Sei-ho”
(West Peak). And a little peak located on their western side got the
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name of “Inu-yama” (Dog Mountain) in recognition of our dogs’ contri-
bution to the journey.

The prospective routes determined through reconnaissance as possibly
climbably are:—

1. To ascend along the west ridge of “ Botnnuten” from the pass
running bewteen “Inu-yama™ and ‘“ Sei-h6", which we temporarily
called * Inuyama-Toége” (Pass of Dog Mountain).

2. The gully which is found on the southern side of * Botnnuten ”,
between “ Shu-h6" and “ Sei-ho .

3. And, on the northern side, the gully located between “ To-hé "
and “ Shu-ho .

Other than thes three mentioned above, there is apparently no more
route elsewhere that promises an easy climb.

Towards the evening of that day, at 16:40, the three men, leaving
the dogs at the camp, started on Route 1. to attack the top. The party
climbed, step by step, up the hard ice, as far as “Inuyama Toge”.
Shortly after making the pass, the three men did “ Anseilen”. A real
climbing is about to begin—along the west ridge. At the top is leader
NAKANO, and the last wound up by KIKUCHI. Because of much
rock-climbing being required, we are not equipped with “Steigeisen”.
We reach an ice slope; we cut big steps. Old alpinist NAKANO, at the
top, swings his “Pickel”, from whose tip come down, sweeping over
our heads, glinting broken pieces of ice. Looking down, the dogs we left
appear like so many peas lined up at the camp. At 18:20, leader NAKA-
NO found himself below a large overhang.

“What is he going to do?” We wondered anxiously, as we looked
up to the veteran climber. It is a real overhang, standing about 3 m.
high !

“Let's quit”, voiced our leader NAKANO, making his decision.

The next day, October 27, it is also windy through the morning. We
put on ‘ Steigeisen” and left the camp at 14:10. Following Route 2.
we arrived at the gully on the southern side “ Botnnuten . For today,
KIKUCHI topped the party, with NAKANO coming last. Taking caution
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against avalanches, we climbed by degrees. The mercury registered
—20°C. The hand that grasped the “ Pickel” perspired. At 16:05, the
three of us topped together the mountain, (1,500 m approx. above sea-
level)—a moment of deep emotion !
While at the top of * Botnnuten”, we made various investigations.
And, on the 27th day after departure, we returned to “ Syowa-Base ".
(to be continued)

From Jugal Himal to Langtang Himal

by Kyuya Fukata

Our team was quite a queer little party consisting of four members,
a writer, an artist, a mountain photographer and a docter with an aver-
age age of 45. On 17th April 1958, these four members left Kathmandu
with one liaison officer, three Sherpas and eighty porters. After eleven
days caravan we arrived at a point about 4100 metres high on Jugal
Himal and set up a Base Camp there. .

With the intention of climbing Big White Peak (7084 m), the highest
one, we first reconnoiterd Dorje Lakpa Glacier but on learning that it
was difficult to try, we changed our plan and took Purbi Chachumb
Glacier.

A week passed before we were able to set up Camp 3 at a point on
the glacier, 4900 metres high owing to several days bad weather. We
waited for three days in Camp 3 for an improvement in the weather,
but the highest point we reached was nearly a ridge on the frontier
(about 5500 meters).

After we returned to Base Camp, we made our way to Langtang Himal.
Tackling the Panch Pokhari ridge, we passed through the Helm district
and arrived Tarke Gyang through the center of that district, then went
over Ganja La and down to Langtang Khola. In the Survey of India,
Ganja La was marked as 5624 metres on the map, but my altimeter

(11)



which had brought from Japan did not indicate more than 5050 metres.
Time and money did not allow us to go further than Langsisa
before we returned although we had intended to climb to the source of
the Langtang Himal Glacier. Making our way from Langtang to the
Trisul River we returned to Kathmandu on the 11th of June.
Our small private expedition was not able to achieve any fresh results
in the way of mountaineering record, but we were rewarded with a lot

of photographs and sketches.
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