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T. Matsuda on the summit of Yalung Kang (8505m)
on may 14, 1973 (by Y. Ageta)



Yalung Kang Main Peak Central Peak South Peak
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Kanchenjunga Massif seen from Corner Camp (by R. Morimoto)
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Yalung Kang seen from Corner Camp (by R. Morimoto)
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Transport from Camp 1 (by R. Morimoto)



. Yalwn Glacier Janu 1 C4a
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C4 (T470m) 6OESE (B - SAE—)
Panoramic View seen from C4 (7470m) (by S. Takagi)
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Sketch Map showihg climbing route of Gangapurna and Gangapurna region
(original: German Expedition 1965, arranged by K. Shimizu)
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Grand Barier, Tilitso and Tilitso Peak with Dhaulagiri [l and II, Tukuche Peak in left background
seen from the point 7000m high on West Ridge of gangapurna. (by T. Akahane)
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The left part of Gangapu South Face. (by K. Shimizu)
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Illampu (North peak and South peak) seen from Gl. Hamkoma.
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Pico Schulze seen from west col.
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Hiromasa Aramaki

(1892—1972)
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Travels amongst the Great
Andes of the Equator

by Edward Whymper,
edited and introduced by Eric Shipton,
Charles Knight & Co., London, 1972
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Explorer and Envoy Extraordinary in High Asia,
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The First Ascent of Yalung Kang, 1973

By Haruo Higuchi

We, the members of Academic Alpine Club of Kyoto University, succeeded
the first ascent of Yalung Kang (8505m) which had been the highest untrodden
peak in the Nepal Himalaya.

AACK members had been desiring to climb eight-thousanders for a long time.
In 1952, Eizaburo Nishibori visited Nepal alone and got the permission to climb
Manaslu. Though we sent reconnaissance in that autumn, Manaslu was too
huge for us at that time. We turned the plan to JAC. However, we continued
to go to Himalaya after that. We made expeditions in Karakorum, Hindu Kush,
including ascent of Chogorisa(7654 m) in 1958, Noshaq(7350 m) in 1960 and Saltoro
Kangri (7742m) in 1962. Gradually we had become to aim eight thousanders.
When I stayed in Kathmandu in autumn, 1964 as the leader of expedition for
Annapurna South peak, I could get the permission to explore Yalung Kang (at that
time, the peak was called West peak of Kangchenjunga) in pre-monsoon of 1965.
But the permission was cancelled in that autumn. We repeated to propose year by
year and made reconnaissance in 1967. We had confidence that the route through
the ridge which affiliates from the west-ridge of Yalung Kang and continues to
Hump, would be possible to climb.

We at last got the permission on 9 October, 1972 for the climbing in pre-monsoon
of the next year. Despite our plan had made ten years ago, we actually had only
two-months of preparation. We did every thing in a hurry and decided fifteen
members. We prepared oxygen, 110 bottles of made in Japan and 24 French
bottles, (we bought 9 more French bottles in Kathmandu, and 143 bottles in total)
and arranged Karma as the sirdar. We shipped equipments on Jan. 7 and flied
from Japan on Feb. 7.

Members
Leader; Eizaburo Nishibori (69), climbing leader; Haruo Higuchi (43), doctor;
Atsuo Saito (43) ; Shigeo Tatsuke (38), Kojiro Tomita (33), Hiromichi Yoshino
(32), Takao Matsuda (31), Yoshiaki Kamiyama (30), Yutaka Ageta (29), Kiyoshi
Asano (28), Jiro Inoue (27), Kunio Kai (25), Rikuyo Morimoto (24), Shin’ichi
Takagi (23), Tetsuro Matsuzawa (22)
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Liaison officer; Daman Narashingh Rana (23)
Sirdar; Karma (39), cook; An Gyalzen (33) and nine Sherpas, and fifteen
local porters, two kitchen boys and four mail runners.

Caravan

We began caravan on Feb. 20 from Dharan Bazaar after various negotiations in
Kathmandu. Our loads ammounted 12 tons including foods for caravan. We
constructed three parties and started in turn day by day. On 20th, the first party,
led by twelve members with 350 porters, on 21 st, the second party led by Sherpa
with 50 porters and on 22nd, three members with 50 porters. On 29th, all
parties met together at a ridge near Taprejong. As some porters rejected to go
further because it was too cold, we fired some and recruited newly. We again
formed three parties and continued caravan to Yamphodin, the innermost village.
By Mar. 7, all parties reached there. QOur march entered into the most difficult
part from there to the base camp. We had to go over two passes to Tseram where
we settled transit base. As we prepared 120 pairs of snowshoes for the porters,
we relayed to carry up loads to Tseram. The work finished on 19th. We made
three deposit places on the way from Tseram to the base camp on Yalung Kang
Glacier (5120m). We finished to settle it on 29th. On Apr. 2, all the members
except Nishibori and Tatsuke held party in BC.

Climbing activities

Our original plan made in Kyoto was as follows;

1. Take the west-ridge route, and settle six fore camps according to our
reconnaissance in 1967.

2. Divide climbing activities into two terms. In the former term, settle five
camps and decide the place of C6 for 31 days. In the latter term, after a
few days of rest, settle C6 and aim the summit for a fortnight.

3. Members use oxygen above C4, and Sherpas, above C5. French bottles
will be used at the last stage. Average consumption was expected 2 liters

per minute when working and 1 liter when sleeping.

We had already began reconnaissance since Mar. 28, On that day, Matsuda
and Kamiyama reached the upper snowface which continues to Hump. On 30 th,
they decided the place for Cl on the ridge above a little snowfall. There were
crevasses at the lower part of the snow face. We brought logs from Tseram or
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bridged with duralmine radders later. After two days of route making, we began
to carry up loads on Apr. 2. On Apr. 3, we settled CI(5950 m) on the ridge which
affiliate from the west ridge of Yalung Kang. Kamiyama and Asano began to
search for C2. The condition had become worse than in 1967. As icewalls were
piled up in layers, we made route dodging them zig-zag and fixed both duralmine
radder and wire radder against the icewall just under C2. We began loads carrying
from Apr. 9 and settle C2 (6470m) on 13th on the ridge. It was near the
junction with Hump. In this while, a Sherpa fell in pneumonia at C1, on 9th,
we let him carry down on radder to BC. We stopped activities for two days.

Ageta and I measured the heights of peaks and expected camp sites. We
found Yalung Kang was 8505m and 14m higher than South Peak (see appendix).

From C2 to C3, we again avoided straight climbing for carrying up loads.
We took route towards Kangbachen side. After three reconnaissances we settled
C3 at 6990m. Tomita and Kai used oxygen 0.5 litters per min. at the first
night in C3. On that day, Nishibori arrived at BC from Tseram with Tatsuke
and Daman. He stayed there for three days and went back to Tseram again after
encouraging members through transceiver.

Matsuda and Morimoto entered into C3 instead of Tomita and Kai on 22nd,
and continued reconnaissance. Then, Yoshino and Asano took over the work on
24 th and settled C4 at 7440m on 26th. They made route straightly along the
ridge, however, slope became so steep that they could not climb easily. On 27 th, we
could not communicate in the afternoon by thunders and had snow in the evening.
Snowslide occured in various places on the next day.

Ageta and Kai entered into C4 on 28 and ascended along the ridge and made
route traversing to the eastward from 7700 m, then reached 7930 m. (Later we
settled C5 there). Matsuda and Morimoto succeeded them but could not reach
there by bad weather on May 1. Though we could not carry out original plan
completely, we stopped the former term activities when we decided C5 site. All
the members descended to BC and took rest.

We were obliged to reconstruct our plan because we found load carrying was
behind schedule. The reasons were, the condition between Cl and C2 was very
bad, and Sherpas and local porters were not so strong as we had expected. In
Kyoto we had intended to attack the summit for three times. We reduced it to
twice with light equipments. At the same time, we also search the possibility of
another route, (named “ridge-line route” ascend directly to the ridge line from
C5). Direct rush from C5 would be possible, though we eagerly try to settle C6.
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And the first attackers were decided as Matsuda and Ageta.

Latter activities began on May 3. At first, Kamiyama who had suffered from
stomachache in the former term started. On 4th, Asano, on the next day, Tomita
and Kai started from BC.

On 6th, remained seven members, and on the next day, doctor Saito and
Inoue entered in Cl. I alone with a visitor remained in BC.

On May 8, Kamiyama went back to C2 by stomachahe. Mingma No.l who had
broken down in C1 also obliged to take rest. On the next day, Asano and Kai
could not reach expected C5 by strong wind. Tomita reported from C 4 that they
could not move by strong wind and also they could not have confidence to reach
C5 on the next day. I directed that Tomita and Morimoto would go and enter
into C5 with two Sherpas and local porters. We could receive daily weatherforecast
from Japan in those days. It told that monsoon would begin at least ten days
earlier than usual and from May 12th to 14th would become the last chance to
get the summit.

On May 10, Tomita and Morimoto could not start from C4 by strong wind in
the early morning. They at last started at 9 : 30. However, they could not reach
the expected place. They deposited loads on the way and returned to C4. Kami-
yama came back to BC that day. On the next day, Asano and Kai advanced an
hour further than the deposit place, but they abandoned to climb more. They
returned fixing ropes on the route. We must make C5 on 12th. We talked
eagerly about operation at that night through transceiver. We finally decided to
let Sherpas use oxygen from C4 and settle C5 on the next day. Attackers would
take rest in C4 using oxygen and enter into C5 on 13th with supporters. And
aim the summit on 14 th with supporters’ help. At the same time, I could not
abandon the “ridge-line route.” If we could climb over the grey rock at the saddle
of snowface on C5, there seemed possibility to reach the summit much faster.
We decided to make reconnaissance by two members.

On 12 th, Takagi led four Sherpas using oxygen, and could safely bring up the
loads at deposit place and settled C5. On the other hand, Kai and Morimoto
made reconnaissance from C4 to the ridge line and soon reported that not
only the grey rock but the fore peak on it are impossible to ascend. We finally
abandoned the “ridge line route” and concentrated to aim by original route. Both
parties gathered in C5 and returned to C4 in the snow. Weatherforecast told
that 14 th would be a chance. Monsoon front was now passing on lat. 20°N to
the north and it would affect us on 16th. And another chance would come on
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18th. At the night we decided to attack on 14 th.

On 13th, Matsuda, Ageta, Yoshino, Asano and Karma started from C 4. Tomita
reported it was exceptionally fine weather and merely breeze at 11 am. At 3 pm,
Yoshino reported that all are in good condition and would reach C5 30 minutes
later. They pitched tents three hours later. Forecast told that the center of high
pressure would pass on 14 th and 15 th, then trough would come on 16 th.

To the Summit

On May 14, it was the day of assault. At 6: 20, Matsuda and Ageta started
from C5 and finished traverse in quick pace and rested on the snow ridge a little
while. Then they climbed up shallow Runse which continued to the leftward. On
the other hand, suppoters who had prepared breakfast for attackers since 3 am ran
after them. Asano returned to C5 when they were finishing traverse because he
used out his oxygen. Yoshino and Karma followed attackers with Asano’s loads.
About 1 pm, attackers received new bottles from supporters at the head of shallow
Runse (8410 m) and left their bottles there. The supporters returned to C5 making
routes on their way back. It was a perfect clear sky and weak wind. We could
follow attackers’ behaviour very well from BC. They sometimes asked us advices
through transceiver. They continued quick pace and entered into large triangular
snow face under the fore peak. They traversed there and climbed up rock shelf
which continues toward upper right. At 2:30pm, I directed them to go to the
rightward as possible as they could. We had already understood that there was a
rockface on the shelf and the right flinge of it seemed possible to climb. Gas
began appearing when they reached there and we became unable to see them from
BC more. At 3:50 pm, Ageta reported that they reached the col between the
fore peak and the summit. Rathere strong wind was blowing from Yalung Valley.
And the way from there seemed not so easy. Matsuda reported that they needed
to climb about 150 m of height to the summit. They would need about an hour
more to ascend. As oxygen remained 100 atm. They would go as far as possible.
I suggested that they would go behind of the peak, so try to communicate when
they reached windows. At 6 pm, I heard calling noise of transceiver, but no reply
could we hear through transceiver. Merely noises came in. Their transceiver
must be out of order. We supposed that they could reach the summit, they must
have left oxygen a little. They would be able to go back deposit place. However,
we could not communicate with them through the night.
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Rescue

On May 15, Kamiyama who had searched attackers through telescope since
sunrise at last found them at 150 m upper left of the deposit place. Ageta was
waiting for Matsuda by a rock. (It was 6:10 am) It was another snow face just
above which they had passed when ascending the day before. It shaped like blind
alley. They, then, tried to go down from the snow face, then, went back to the
rock, and searching another route.

We believed that they had got the summit and would reach the deposit place
soon. It was very lucky for us that it was clear sky, too. However, we irritated
that we could not use transceiver. At that time, exhausted Yoshino and Karma
and also immovable Asano stayed in C5. They had little oxygen because they
let it use for Sherpas. Other members stayed in C4 preparing for the second
attack. I decided rescue plan to let go Kai and Morimoto to help Matsuda and
Ageta. Two Sherpas bring two bottles to the deposit ‘place making routes on their
way. However, actually, Mingma Tsering could not move by out of condition.
Then three members started together from C4. They passed by C5 at 2 pm.

On the other hand, Ageta alone at last reached the lower snowface which
continued to the deposit place. It was merely 30 m under him. But, at the next
moment he traversed the snowface and began to climb leftside rock to the ridge
line. We at once understood that Ageta didn’t know where he was. We irritated
and gathered materials to make smoke. We wished to notice him that BC knew
his difficulty. However, Ageta seemed not to find it. He then, climbed down to
leftward and reached on sharp cliff just above the traverse route and began to
nap there.

At 3:05 pm, when rescue team was passing there, Ageta’s sack fell down 50m
behind them. T let them go back and examine it because I suspected that Ageta
wrote some memo as his transceiver was broken. But, they found no such things.
They again dscended and reached the snow ridge at 5 pm. When they called
Ageta, he replied at once. They eagerly continued climbing and met with him at
100m to the leftward from the deposit place. It was at 7:30 pm. “We found
him now. He is drinking tea taking the cap of jar by himself”, they reported.
Ageta reported that they got the summit and told about the situation when he
parted with Matsuda.

The rescue members gave Ageta oxygen and took him to the deposit place.
Kai and Morimoto then, climbed up to find Matsuda. On the way, they lost the
route a little and entered into the snowface where the attackers had passed when
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ascending. They found Matsuda’s broken pickel head there. They looked out
around there through headlights, but could they find nothing more. Ageta reported
that Matsuda has asked Ageta to remain behind the rock which we first found
them, because he was tired out. It was 10 am. Ageta then, left his climbing
equipments beside Matsuda and tried to fetch oxygen to him. Kai and Morimoto
continued ascent and reached the rock shelf. They had used out their oxygens
there. They stood 20 m under the rock where Ageta had parted with Matsuda.
They called Matsuda’s name loudly. But no reply came back. Though they
repeated, still no reply came back. It was past 10 pm. It was very dangerous to
climb rocks without oxygen at the height at night (8160 m). We decided to take
Ageta back to C5 that night.

Ageta had lost his crampon when he was rescued. They left oxygen bottles
for Matsuda and climbed down without it except Ageta to C5. They started from
deposit place at 11:15 pm and safely reached C5 at 4 am of the next day. (They
took rest for a while in C5 and descended to C 3 wherer doctor Saito was waiting
in that day).

Tomita and Takagi who had entered into C5 on the previous day started from
there as the second rescue team. It was at 6 am on May 16. When they were
arriving at the deposit place, thick gas surrounded and we could not see anything
from BC. We directed them according to the detailed sketch which we had made
for such condition. They found merely Ageta’s climbing equipments behind the
rock. As similar rocks stood around there, they precisely searched around. But
they could not find Matsuda anywhere. I ordered them to go back after letting
them give sufficient time because their oxygen had become short. It was 4: 40 pm.

I was forced to be in very difficult state to judge at that moment. Tomita
and Takagi was heavily tired because of their little sleep last night and hard
labor. There appeared the possibility of double disaster. We had merely 5 bottles
of oxygen left at that time. We let two Sherpas wait in C5 for the case that
Matsuda would be found immovable by himself. There were no other energetic
members in C5 and C4. Whether should I choose, to use oxygen for Takagi and
Tomita, or to use for the tired rescue team? But, we would have only two bottles
left in the next morning. It was too dangerous and no spare bottle left for Matsu-
da. As the broken pickel head had been found,” we could not but suppose that
Matsuda must have happened to slip down after he had parted with Ageta. The
weather also was turning worse after three days of clear sky. I at last judged to
use oxygen for the second rescue team.
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Asano and Phurtemba (local porter) brought bottles and met with rescue
members near the snow ridge. They all safely returned to C5 at 10:45 pm. We
stopped rescue activities. In C5, five members slept using two bottles. On 17 th,
we withdrew C5 and C4 and on 18th, all members came back to BC after
withdrawing lower camps.

We made memorial stone in Tibetan style on Corner plateau, at the opposite
side of Yalung Glacier from where we could see most beautiful Yalung Kang. We
parted from there on May 22.

Nishibori returned from Tseram to Kathmandu on 18th by helicopter. Higuchi
and Tazuke with frost-bitten Ageta also flied to Kathmandu on 29th. It is too
sorrowful for us that we lost Matsuda who had been an active member of our
expedition and also a good companion climber, though we could succeed the first
ascent of Yalung Kang.

Appendix: About the height of Yalung Kang

We measured the heights of Kangchenjunga peaks and important points on our
route from near BC on Apr. 6-8. We used theodolite (Wild T-2 type) and the
same typed subtense bar.

Our method was to reduce the heights of peaks from the main peak of
Kangchenjunga. The results were, Yalung Kang; 95m lower, South Peak: 109 m
lower, Central Peak; 122m lower. The deviation was + 5m for each.

There are various measurements about the Main Peak of Kangchenjunga such as
8585m, 8598 m, 8603 m and 8616 m. The South Peak is said 8474m, 8476 m or
8480 m, and Yalung Kang (the West Peak) is said 8420 m or 8433 m. As it was
difficult to judge reliability, we took 8600 m as the average of the height of the
Main Peak. According to our measurements, therefore, each peak becomes, Yalun
Kang. 8505m ; South Peak, 8491 m; and Central Peak, 8478 m of heights.

South Peak has been said higher than Yarung Kang. However, the order turned
upside down by our measurement. Although we brought clinometer to the summit

to examine it, bad sight on May 14 prevented us to compare.

The First Ascent of Nampa, 1972

By Seigo Matsushima

The Mountaineering Association of Aomori Prefecture sent “The Japanese
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Nampa Expedition, 1972” to the north east region of Nepal in the pre-monsoon
season. As permission didn’t come earlier, S. Matsushima flied to Kathmandu on
February 17 and there he got oral permission on Feb. 22.

On the 27th of Feb. the 5 members gathered in Kathmandu and March 3,
they left there with 3 Sherpas, 1 cook, 1 kitchen boy, 2 mail-runners, 1 liaison
officer and 1.5 tons of loads for Dangarhi by a chartered DC-3.

Members of the party:S. Matsushima (36, leader), T. Komiyama (31, deputy-
1d), F. Kimura (28), 1. Sawada (24), S. Takahashi (23).

Liaison Officer-K. B. Rana (33), Sherpas: Sona Hishy (27), Ngati (22), Kar-
sang Thhile (28).

We employed 60 porters and started on March 7 from Dhangarhi. Initially we
intended to take our approach route via Silgarhi-Doti but owing to the difficulty
of obtaining foods on the way, we changed it to the one by way of Dandeldhura
and Baitadi. But the condition was the same after all.

On March 13, we reached Dandeldhura and Baitadi on the 18th. On the 21 st
we entered into the road along Chamlia Khola. The weather was clear but un-
bearably hot. We had no porter-trouble and the people along the way were very
gentle and cheerful, so that we could march our caravan smoothly and pleasantly.

On March 31, we reached at last at the point 3980 m on the moraine, south
of Nampa and were established BC in violent snow-storm. On April 2, we began
to reconnoiter our climbing route to the direction for the south-west ridge of Nampa.

We started our real climbing on April 3. Next day CI was pitched on the
ice-fall at 4800 m. From there to Nampa-Col (after the British party, 1970), we
had to climb up complicated ice-fall and steep ice-couloir. In the latter we found
a fixed rope left by the British party. Every day we saw numberless avalanches
fell down in the afternoon.

We were hampered by furious blizzard several times in this couloir, so we had
to spend 10 days until we could establish C2 on the Nampa Col. On April 14,
C 2 was erected at 5390 m. At last we could gain the longed-for west ridge of
Nampa. The ridge above C2 was a continuous and difficult knife-edged ridge
On April 20, S. Matsushima fell and carried down by an avalanche and was hit
by his ribs.

On April 24, after 10 days since we started C2, C3 was established behind
the rock gendarme at 5550 m. But on the way from C3 to C2, Sherpa Karsan
lost his crampon and when T. Komiyama was rescuing him, he hit his own knee

severely. On the south face of gendarme we found some fixed ropes of the British
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party '70. The rope showed us a nice traverse route under the rock gendarme.
From C3 we climbed up and down 3 rock pinnacles hence reached the upper part
of the west ridge. Steeper and steeper became the ridge nearer to the summit.

On April 29, we established C4 (attack camp) on the hanging glacier at
5900 m. It thundered and fell every day in the afternoon. We must fix the ropes
above Kasa-iwa (umbrella rock) at 6350 m.

On May 1, Matsushima, Kimura and Takahashi entered in C4, Sawada and
Sherpa Sona-Hishy in C3, Komiyama, Ngati and Karsan in C2, Thus at last our
arrangement for the attack to the summit was ready.

After 2 days blizzard, on May 4, at 5: 30 am, Kimura and Takahashi left the
final camp under the bright and clear Sky. They climbed up cautiously the steep
ridge that mixed with ice and rock. Fortunately it was the finest day we ever
had in this season. But they were worried unexpectedly by deep snow above the
Kasa-Iwa where the fixed rope ended.

Leader ordered to them to bivouac on the way down from the summit. But
they were too tired to reach it and thought to have no time enough to continue
climbing. Therefore they bivouacked at 6500 m after they descended from the blue
ice-wall. That night the moon lit up all the mountains around. We could not
ascertain how they were because all the walkie-talkies were broken down.

On May 5, Kimura and Takahashi departed from the bivouac site at 6:30am
under the clear sky as the previous day. To begin with, they attacked the blue
ice wall of 150 m that seemed like a enormous mirror. The pair kept on climbing
arduously and at last could stand on the virgin summit of Nampa at noon. They
took some photographs and sketches of the surrounding endless giant eaves of the
Himalayan mountains in deep emotion.

They left the summit at 1:00pm. When they reached the blue ice wall at
2:40 pm, Takahashi slipped down to the 2000 m deep north face and disappeared.
Matsushima, Sawada and Sherpa Sona-Hishy came back to the final camp with
Kimura at 9:15 pm.

On May 7, all members returned to BC with depressing victory.

In the beginning the 2 were tied in one rope, Kimura descended first and
waited Takahashi. Takahashi started down and suddenly slipped off and disappe-
ared into the north cliff, giving no shock to Kimura. It seems that one end of
the rope which tied Takahashi has got loose when he was falling hence there was
no shock to the survivor. After the accident they investigated the rope to find no
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indication of even a snap.

Gangapurna (autumn 1971)

By Kiyoshi Shimizu

We, the members of Nagano Prefecture Mountaineering Association had been
desiring to go to Himalaya. We purely wanted to climb Himalayan peaks. At
first we aimed unclimbed seven-thousanders, or low cost mountaineering. And we
hoped big one based on that experience. The reason we chose Gangapurna was
that there was unclimbed 7106 m peak by the west side which we later named
“Asapurna”. We were charmed with the plan to traverse from the peak to
Gangapurna.

I made reconnaissance with three other members in the end of 1969 to exa-
mine the possibility to approach from the southern side. Though we could not
fulfill to examine by bad weather, we could have confidence to approach from the
south by three weeks of reconnaissance. We then proposed permission to Nepalese
Government.

We sent 1.4 tons of loads by air and two members flied from Haneda advanc-
edly on Aug. Ist in 1971. Members are as follows; leader; Kiyoshi Shimizu (35,
liaison), sub-leader; Kazutomo Kobayashi (31, photographer, recorder), Naoki Mi-
yasaka (33, equipment), Iwao Ogiso (29, transport), Akira Shiobara (28, accounting),
Hirosuke Kinoshita (28, packing), Takeshi Akabane (28, liaison, foods), Kesato
‘Wakabayashi (27, equipment), Kohei Sasagawa (25, medicine), Masuo Hakoyama
(22, foods).

Sirdar ; Girumi Dorgi (36), cook; Norbu (35), highplace porters; Benba Norbu
(36), An Norbu (38), An Gyalzen (28), An Pema (29), Hakupa Tshering (26),
local porters; An Norbu (27), Pasang Tempa (23), Dorjee (30), kitchen boy; Tarpa
Gyalzen (29), Nawang Chota (24). Mail runner; Pasan Rita (42), liaison officer;
Drab Bahadoul Puradahan (24), and hired four more porters in base camp.

Caravan
Main party arrived in Nepal on Aug. 20. We started caravan from Pokhara on
Aug. 28. Loads ammounted 4 tons and hired 120 porters. We headed to the
westward from Pokhara and from Biletaty, we went along the Modi Khola
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upwardly. It was a famous course since Noyce Party. We had continuous rain
and land leeches endlessly assaulted us. Though we had expected to buy vegetables
on our way, we could hardly get. Even our doctor (Sasagawa) proposed to ex-
change his medical care, villagers would not sell. It was the midst season of rice
planting.

We reached the end of South Annapurna Glacier on Sep. 4. We fired porters
there except 30 men. We carried up loads to a round hill in the end of East
Annapurna Glacier for three days. We settled base camp on Sep 7. When clouds
were gone, we could see the south face of Gangapurna in front of us and ridge
from Annapurna III to Machapuchare surrounded there. We could feel that we at
last entered into the center of severe and beautiful Himalaya.

Climbing activities

From Sep. 7, Kobayashi, Ogiso and Kinoshita began to search route. They
climbed up the glacier, covered with moraine, which lay between sharp rock walls.
They soon reached the foot of 300 m of rock wall above which icefall stood. We
had been looking forward to see beautiful glacier lake introduced by Gunter Hauzer
party, however, no water remained there. They ascended right side of the ridge
and found a space for deposit place on icefall. They were always threatened with
frequent falling rocks. From the next day, we began loading to there.

On 11th, it was a clear sky, Kobayashi and I climbed up the Garberhorn side
wall beside the glacier (we named “Grand Canyon”) and sought the route on the
southwest ridge of Asapurna and also advised about the route to C1. We decided
to settle C1 at 5180 m just under the rock wall where side wall of the glacier
meets with the southeast ridge and facing icefall. Though we had planned to
climb by the southeast ridge of Asapurna straightly, the ridge was too difficult
even for load carrying. Then we abandoned traverse from the southeast ridge and
changed to attack both peaks from the col. On 15, we settled C1 and five
members and four Sherpas entered into there. We also settled reconnaissance camp
on “Grand Canyon” to help route finding from C1 to the col through icefall.
Monsoon had already ended. We had clear sky in the morning and gas appeared
in the afternoon, and sometimes we had snow in those days.

We settled C2 at 5900 m on the snow field near south face after 5 days of
route making through icefall on Sep. 22. From there to the col, there were huge
insel covered with snow in the open couloir. Rocks frequently dropped down at
the southeast ridge side, and the southface side was protected with sharp Himalayan
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creases. It looked as if impregnable. The most difficult factor was that the height
was about 1000 m. As there were three big ice walls, we named first, second and
third step from the lower one. To overcome each step seemed to us the key of
our activity. We needed unexpectedly long time to reach the col. We settled
temporary camp on the first step (6400 m) and needed 15 days and 1100 m of fixed
rope. As the labor in the couloir became longer, our optimistic expectation to get
the summit in early October was easily broken out and we needed to examine the
condition of left materials. We found fuels were excessively used. Especially,
kerosene became short. We replenished it from Pokhara and used logs in the
BC. On Oct. 7, Ogiso and Akabane reached the ridge line and they could see
the northern side. There were beautiful blue water of Tilitso and the grand
Dhauragiri far beyond the lake.

The ridge from the col to Asapurna was continuous knife edged and cornices.
We could easily understand that to get Asapurna along the ridge was not so
easy as we had expected. We chose Gangapurna, first. Why did we abandon
Asapurna? That is because our original plan aimed traverse and Asapurna was
merely the passing peak for us. As a result, we lost both first climbing and
traverse.

On Oct. 9, we settled C3 on the ridge near the col (6850 m), Ogiso, Akabane
and I entered into there with three Sherpas. We behaved tying our bodies with
ropes. On the following two days we fixed 630 m of rope on the west ridge of
Gangapurna. Ice-bars became short, so we took off ice-bars at low parts and used
the bars of radder instead there. On 13th, we settle C4 at 7120m. As Ogiso
caught a cold, I joined in the attacking team instead of him. Though we had
expected that over the shoulder might be easier the ridge became more difficult
with thinner rock and cornices. We could not have coffidence whether we could
climb over a little gap on the way. Girumi, Penba and An Norbu were waiting for
us at C 4 pitching one more tent. Kobayashi, Kinoshita and Wakabayashi stayed in
C 3 and Ogiso climbed down to C2.

On 15, at 4: 40 am, Akabane, Girumi and I started from C4. We slowly
climbed up on the thin ridge and icewall and reached the “false Summit” at about
9 am. Our behaviours could be seen from the lower camps. Especially the liaison
officer measured left distances and eagerly noticed to us. We struggled with steep
ridge, step by step, we made route by pickel. It seemed as if time had stopped.
And at last we reached the end.

The summit was a slender snow table where ten men could stand from east to
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west. It was 2:15 pm. I was in very cool state of mind and didn’t feel any
fulfilled or excited feelings. I eagerly wished to climb down.

However, joyful voices came from lower camps. We could see Dhauragiri and
Annapurna in the west, Manaslu, Peak 29 and Himalchuli and Tibetan mountains
in the west. But clouds covered over the foot. We could not see base camp. We
stayed for an hour on the summit. We could descend much faster than ascend.
However, when we reached “false summit”, strong stormy snow suddenly assaulted
us. We suddenly entered into invisible milky world. We eagerly descended
following the route. Fixed rope helped us very much. At 7 pm, we could at last
reach C4. Though attacking team had been planned to go down to C3, we could
not move at all and seven members were obliged to sleep at C4 which was for

five men space.

Heavy snow, Snowslide and Disaster

On Oct. 16, the snow storm became harder. We quitted second attack and
tried to go back to C3, however, we could not move, even impossible to stand up
in the strong wind. In every camp, our members began to struggle against snow.
In C4, we could not clear the lee side snow but tried to maintain spaces by our
bodies. In the camps below C 2, snow lay higher than the tents by noon. Even
in BC, poles of a tent was broken and in C1 and C2, members gathered in a
tent and abandoned others. In C 3, Kobayashi alone stayed there. He was burried
in the snow about 4 pm and endured in tiny space between cross poles and frames.
What a heavy snow in middle October! It exceeded much more than safety. We
all feared snowslides. We communicated through transceivers and encouraged each
other at tied times. Gradually we became to know that C2 had fallen critical
conditions. We had believed that it was the safest place around there, however,
we could not stop advising to remove more safer place. The reply from C2
reported that the sound of snowslide were like cannon’s roars at Annapurna III
and snowslides were happening also from Asapurna to the entrance of couloir.
However, the south face was quiet. The hill above C2 would divide fallen snow
into two. It must be the safest place.

At 6 pm, Sasagawa reported, “Snow is still violent and snowslide is occuring
frequently, but we are safe. We will keep here. You are of no use to be anxious
about us. Do your best there. We will certainly let you take back to BC. Let's
meet at 6 in the next morning, through transceiver”. Who could expect that this
would become his last word?
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On 17th, C2 would not reply with us. There appears no sign of weakening
of storm. We became anxious at once. Something had happened at C2. We
decided to go down to C3. We started in violent snow storm. We could not
judge snow face or space easily. We followed down along dancing fixed rope. On
the way, I happened to find that An Norbu was not with us. He was trying to
dig snow-cave. He wore only working gloves on his hands. What had happened
for him, that two-tigerbadged Sherpa? This became the cause of his losing seven
fingers later. I also sometimes suffered from illusions. I felt as if 1 had been in
Northern Japanese Alps in February. Trees and lodges appeared. It took 6 hours
and 40 minutes to go down merely 630 m of distance. At last we reached C3.
As tent was broken, we dag snowcave. Kobayashi fled from lonliness.

But, the sirdar, Girumi would insist to go down more. We stopped him eager-
ly, but we could not persuade him at last. We gave him fuel and food and hé
climbed down with Pemba. We insisted to stop on the upper crevasse 300 m under
C3. But that became eternal departure with them.

On 18th, we could not move by unchanged storm. Girumi reported that there
were no C2 and return C3. It was about 8 am. Soon after they ordered the
Sherpas in C1 to bring water and foods. The Sherpa answered that he couldn't
move by heavy snow. As they spoke in their native language, and air condition
was very bad, we were not certain that we could communicate with them well. It
was about 1:45 pm that both Girumi Dorjee and Pemba Norbu would not answer.

On 19th, at last weather changed better. We began to descend in deep snow.
We reached where we could see C2. We could see merely the ruin of snowslide.
We had to admit that C 2 was completely destroyed. We hoped vaguely that they
had escaped somewhere. We could not work sufficiently by mental and physical
fatigue. We bivouacked with a dug out tent under the snow and in a snow-cave.
We could not bear to see the beautiful sights in the setting sun.

On 20th, we feared to go nearer to the place where C2 had been. Wakaba-
yashi who reached first began to cry as soon as he stood there. Others also began
to cry. At a glance, we could understand that C2 was completely destroyed. The
scene around there was entirely different. We could nothing to find out. Six
members in C 2, Ogiso, Sasagawa and Hakoyama; An Pema, An Gyalzen, Nawang
Chota, and also Girumi Dorjee and Pemba Norbu must be somewhere under the

SNOwW.

We returned to BC on 22nd. It was a painful descend by the change of

terrain and hungry and also fatigue; however, it was uncomparable with death.
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It became colder, sometimes snow was blown up at the summit of Gangapurna.
However, it was much more colder in our hearts. We could not search for the
eight members. When we entered into villages on our way back, Sherpas were
intoxicated with rakshi but we could not forbid them to drink when marching
because we could suspect well that they were trying to drown their griefs in spirits.

Examination

The cause of our disaster was unexpectedly tremendous heavy snow. In middle
October, we had snow for whole the three days without rest. We have never
known such enormous snow in October. We are now judging that the monsoon in
that year ended very early after a short summer. It ended middle September and
fine days continued during that month. However, monsoon air mass once again
expanded to north in middle October. Jet stream retreated for a while by the
pressure of hot air mass. And wet and moistured air came over Himalaya and_the
weather became temporary monsoon there. Though we are not professional mete-
orologists, we think it is very peculiar phenomenon. We should be careful when
monsoon if ended too early.

The second important factor was the location of C2. We decided the place
considering both climbing convenience and safety. It was not so bad place. But,
we didn’t examine the limit of safety there. We suppose C 2 could endure against
as twice as the worst condition that we had expected. If we had the idea of the
limit of safety, they would have escaped. We had too much confidence with C2
and would not think about the capacity of safety because we believed it was the
safest place.

Mountaineering will become impossible if we consider dangers excessively. It
is needless to say that we should always suppose how much dangerous but at the
same time we should care the limit, or capacity of safety.

We have imprinted a stain on Himalayan mountaineering. We believe it is
our duty for the dead members to let our experiences notice to climbers. We hope
this report will become a useful lesson for the readers.

note; We named “Asapurna” as the memorial of our dead eight members.
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Cordillera Real, 1972

——Illampu and high-place medicine——

By Yoshihiko Kawakubo

We have become to have many requests to send doctors for overseas expediti-
ons recently. While having accepted those requests, we, the members of Academic
Mountaineering Club of medical devision in Nihon University, have become to go
expedition by ourselves. Our purpose was, first let doctors have experiences to
climb on six-thousander as many as possible. Secondly, do investigation of high-
place medicine. We chose Hindu Kush for these purposes, however, Indo-Pakistani
struggle prevented us to go there. Then we aimed Cordillera Mountains in Boli-
vian Andes. We planned to practise investigation at Huayna Potosi then Illampu,

first climbing by Japanese. We chose fourteen members and left Japan by June 30.

Huayna Potosi (6094 m)
As Miss. Sekita has already reported about on this journal (Sangaku, vol. 63),
I report only the result.
July 11; started from La Paz and constructed base camp at 4600 m.
July 13; settled C1 at 5200 m.
15; settled C 2 at 5500 m.
17; Yamaguchi, Mizuno, Yamagishi and Ono got the summit.
18; Ogawa and Miyoshi by straight climbing, Katayama and Yahagi by
the northern route, Shibata and Sueyoshi by the southern route, met

on the summit.

Illampu (6324 m)

We took rest and prepared for Illampu for a week in La Paz. On July 27th,
we started from La Paz and entered into Ancohuma village at about 7 pm. In the
next morning we hired eight porters and some animals. We began caravan with
them carrying about 800 kg of loads. Along a branch of Rio Grande, we marched
in cuctus fields. Indios frequently took rests after thirty minutes of quick pace
and also they frequently chewed leaves of coca. We settled base camp in damp
field between 300 m of cliffs which run from north to south. It was 4530 m of
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height near the foot of Ancohuma Glacier. There were many ponds around there
and we sometimes found rabitts among moraine.

According to the reconnaissance we decided to cross the right side cliff to the
leftward and reach the end of the glacier. We could stand on moraine by the
glacier after 90 minutes of walk and settled C1 at 4970 m on the moraine just the
opposite side of BC crossing the cliff. We could see the summit of Illampu on
1400 m of huge rock face from there.

We, then, climbed up the moraine beside the glacier and entered into creva-
sse zone. It was very lucky for us that we had fine weather. We passed there
safely three hours later and reached a large snow field under the west col. On
Aug. 2, we settled C2 on that snow field. The west col stayed about 400 m above
<€ 2, and 45°-50° of steep snow face continued from C 2 to that col. As both sides
had crevasses, we were forced to choose straight climbing. We fixed 460m of
Tope to just below the col. It took about four hours from the foot of the snow
face to the col. There were cornices toward southern side on the ridge and we
saw Hancouma peak behind great snow field. We ascended the ridge toward the
summit and reached snow field. We settled C 3 there (6097 m).

On Aug. 5, we started from C3 at 7:45 am. It was rather thick gas and no
wind. Temperature was minus 16°C. We ascended the snow ridge and at 9:29
:am, Yamagishi, Ono and Miyoshi got the summit. Only one could stand on the
-summit, though it was flat. On the next day, Waji and Kuniyoshi attacked the
summit. They buried ensigns of Japan and Bolivia and also our club flag on the
summit. It was just the memorial day of Bolivian revolution. However, we could
not win the glory of first climbing by Japanese because two men had already got
the summit a few days earler than we.

Pico Shultz (5933 m)

Pico Shultz stood just the opposite side of C2 behind Ancohuma Glacier.
Fanlike snow slope spread down from the summit to the glacier, and wide crevasse
lay between the glacier. Its western ridge continued to the west col of Illampu
and rock ridge stood on the glacier at the left side.

On Aug 7, Waji, Yamagishi, Kuniyoshi and Miyoshi started from C2 at
8:20. They went to rightward against the crevasse on the snow face and reached
the foot of rock ridge. It was our first rock climbing since we came to Illampu.
At noon, they passed the rock ridge and ascended the snow face where nieve
penitente grew about 30 cm. They got the summit at 12:40. It was the first

18)



climbing by Japanese. Both North and South Peak of Illampu stand in front of
them and they confirmed South peak was much higher. They took lunch there
and began to descend from 13:20. Gradually, gas had become thick and snow began
to fall. They lost the route by gas and obliged to do 40m of straight descend.
They returned to C2 at 17 : 25 in the snow.

On Aug. 8, all the members gatherd in base camp and celebrated safety. On
Aug. 11, we withdrew BC. Since the previous night we had unexpected snow.

We parted from pure white Illampu.

High-place medicine

Practical results of our investigation seem to be useful for the readers. As
we investigated continuously, we could get two kinds of aata. Those are about
influences merely staying in high place, and about influences when we were
climbing.

We can divide three stages of acclimatization. These are, acute, first acclima-
tizating and the second acclimatizating stages. Acute stage; as soon as we landed
La Paz airport (4010m), we began to be influenced with low-oxygen. Various
subjective symptoms soon appeared. First acclimatizating stage; it is the time we
began not to feel subjective symptoms. And the second acclimatizating time; we
named the term from the beginning of activities in Huayna Potosi to the end. We
investigated at BC (4800m), C1 (5200m) and C2 (5800m). We investigated
about, subjective symptoms, step test (ability of phisiological recovery), Kraepelin’s
test, and about influences of drugs on high-place.

The result can be summarized as follows;

1, Subjective symptoms and the results of tests are not necessarily consistent.

It is very natural in acute stage that subjective symptoms appear and recovery
of heart beating after step test becomes worse. However, at the first acclimatizating
stage, though all the members didn’t feel subjective symptoms, ability of recovery
still remained in not so good condition. And at the second acclimatizating stage,
though members began to feel various subjective symptoms again, the result of step
test didn’t change so much as the previous stage. Kraepelin's test showed the same
tendencies. Five members who were obliged to stop activities a little while were
all that didn’t feel subjective symptoms but their ability of recovery was bad.
Therefore we must be careful that even when we don't feel any subjective
symptoms, phisiological abilities are not necessarily acclimatized with the high place.

2, Heart beating in quiet state does not necessarily increase in proportion to
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the height.

Usually, heart beating in quiet state is regarded key index of physical condi-
tion. However, we can also consider that fastened beating by a slight change of
height is the sign of good adaptability to low-oxygen. We need to know the
ability of recovery instead of beating in quiet state. Step test must be convenient
for climbers to know one’s function of phisiological recovery. Even doctors are
not there, one can suspect his condition rather exactly. That is, to bend and
stretch for a unit time, and count beating after 30 seconds, 1.5 minutes and 3
minutes. First, one should know his standard at home and compare the results in
high place with it. We have experienced that one of our member who didn’t feel
subjective symptoms at all but showed low recovery ability became completely
exhausted after he had got the summit and needed to take rest in BC.

3, Though young, one cannot do overworks.

We can divide our members into three groups by age. It is natural that older
groups showed lower recovery by test, but the youngest four members took rest by
serious subjective symptoms though labors were rather even.

4, Even if one feels mental fatigue, it does not necessarily mean that mental
activities have declined.

Kraepelin's test showed that mental activities didn’t change so much when one
felt fatigue or subjective symptoms. So, we expect that strained nerves can prevent
declining of mental abilities considerablly. As dog tired conditions may happen
during climbing, the continuity of mental stiffenness is the most desirable ability
for climbers. However, it is needless to say that over-strained condition will
become disturbance.

High-place acclimatization is very complicated phisiological phenomena. We
know it is dangerous to argue based on insufficient data. However, we believe
these four are basic points that each climbers should care of. We hope these

results of our investigation will become useful advice for climbers.

Though first attempt, we could complete our expedition safely. Our greatest
fruit was that we could actually understand the difficulty to practise medical
investigation and mountaineering simultaneously. As two Japanese had climbed
both Huayna Potosi and Illampu just before us, some criticized that our expedition
was of no use. However, I dare say that we succeeded to nurture doctors who
will be able to behave fully at high place, (eleven members climbed the summits)
and also, though insufficient, we could get basic data in high-place medicine.
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members

leader ; Yoshihiko Kawakubo 41, climbing leader; Ken'ichi Shibata 33, Takuji
Ohama (39, liaison), Taizo Yamaguchi (34, chief of medicine), Ken'ichi Wachi
(33, foods), Toshihiko Mizuno (25, chief of equipments), Kazuo Yamagishi (25,
transport), Tetsuro Suetsugu (33, investigation), Kunio Ogawa (25, liaison), Yoichi
Katayama (22, recording), Tsutomu Ono (22, accounting), Kazushige Kuniyoshi
(21, equipments), Takashi Yahagi (22, foods), Katsuhiko Miyoshi (26, joined
specially, Academic Mountaineering Club of Nihon University)

MEMORIES OF PRINCE CHICHIBU

By Sir Arnold Lunn

I first met Prince Chichibu in January 1926 with his A.D.C., Viscount Matsu-
daira, whom I had known slightly at Oxford. The Prince, he told me, was fond
of ski-ing, but his real passion was mountaineering. Miirren, the birth place of
the Kandahar Ski Club, founded to promote and obtain international recognition
for the Alpine races, Downhill and Slalom, was popular with “Downhill-only”
skiers. That the Prince was not a downhill-only skier was made very clear the
first day that we skied together. I had planned a pleasant run before lunch.
“This, Sir”, I said when we reached the summit of one of the popular runs, “is
where we start down”. “I like better go up” said the Prince. “But, I'm afraid
that if we don’t ski down from here, we shall miss the train back for lunch”. “I
like better miss train”, replied the Prince. So we began to “go up” and duly
missed the train.

Skiers must attain a reasonably high standard of ski-ing before being elected
to the Kandahar Ski Club. The Prince as a skier was fully qualified for mem-
bership and we appreciated the fact that he preferred to join as an ordinary
member, on his ski-ing qualifications, than as an honorary member on his royal
qualifications.

He presented a beautiful Challenge Cup to the Kandahar. Today the Kandahar
and our sister Club, the Swiss University Ski Club, are, at the moment, occupied
with the creation of a joint Anglo-Swiss-Japanese entry for the Prince Chichibu

Cup, to be held, if our plans materialise, alternately in Japan and in Mirren.
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In May 1927 the Prince returned to the Alps and I had the honour of intro-
ducing the Prince to the delights of glacier ski-ing in the High Alps. Our ski
tours included the first ski ascent of the Grindelwald Griinhorn and the first ski
traverse of the Bieligerlicke. Both these expeditions included some rock climbing.

Prince Chichibu continued to climb until the outbreak of the World War.
Shortly before he died I sent him Mountains of Memory in which our joint
expeditions were described. The Prince and I never met again. “I cannot tell
you”, he wrote, “how much delighted and consoled I was by reading it at a most
depressing time. Having lost all my books on mountains and ski, including the
British Ski Year Book, when my Tokyo house was burnt down by one of the air
raids, I was particularly glad to find the record of my unforgettable ski tour with
you in the Alps in the Spring of '1926'".

That great novelist, Evelyn Waugh, once remarked that his contemporaries
were as self-conscious about class as their Victorian great-grandfathers were about
sex. It is also worth noting that one result of this self-consciousness is to ignore
the fact that social status is not the only nor even the most important creator of
class consciousness. Those, for instance, are not only mountaineers but worshi-
ppers of mountain beauty who belong to a particularly intimate class, a class in
which social differences count for very little. For many years I climbed and skied
with Fritz Amacher of Grindelwald. We were linked by memories of hard-won
ascents, glorious ski-ing and occasional moments of danger. Once when I was
walking through Grindelwald with an English mountain lover, we suddenly met
Fritz. “This is a friend of mine”, I said, “Fritz Amacher”. “Not a friend”, said
Fritz reproachfully, “but one of your very best friends”. How right he was !

Fritz was a liftman or porter at a Grindelwald hotel. Prince Chichibu was
the brother of the Emperor, but both belonged to the climbers class to whom the
mountains have given off their best.

Certainly few men have loved the mountains more passionately than Prince
Chichibu. The first English book that he read was The Mountains of Youth.
From what he said, I believe that what appealed to him in that book was not so
much the description of particular climbs but some suggestion of mountain mysti-
cism. Certainly in a magazine which circulated among the Imperial Princes, he
expressed what many mountain lovers feel. “The mountains”, wrote Prince Chi-
chibu, “stand as the symbols of Eternal Life, and serve as the expression of a
mighty Spiritual Being”.
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