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Summit of K2. Where thinking and a sense of time disappeared.

V8300 mFEDE M NFy 7 FFHA—=ZA—K2HA—rhoOBN] £ b
Bottleneck traverse of K2 at 8 300 m.
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g Lhamu Chuli seen from Kang Chung.
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s Him , Loinbo Kangri seen from Ratna Churi.
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The highest peak of Ratna Chuli seen from C2.
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no Lhari seen from BC., summit route alo kyline.
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View toward 7100 m Rock pinnacle seen from Col.
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Mountaineering as a Project
and
Leisure
Trips in the Mountains

Koreo KINOSITA

I think the outdoor activity of our Club Members has two aspects: mountaineer-
tng as a project and leisure trips in the mountains. In the former, which I will call for
short the mountaineering, you draw up a project, e.g., to climb a peak by such and
such a route in such and such a season, and carry through it. In the latter, for short
the leisure mountain trips, you walk in the mountains at leisure and enjoy what you
find around yourself: genial sunshine, unsullied greenery, and so on.

In the present essay, I will first shed light on some characteristics of the moun-
taineering, or the mountaineering as a project, by comparing them with those of a
scientific or technological research project. A mountaineering project does bear some
parallels to an experimental research project.

I'will then discuss the process of switching over from the mountaineering to lei-
sure mountain trips that most people will spontaneously, or maybe relucantly, go
through when they grow old.

Before treating these points, however, | will give a brief account of my back-
ground, which may help the reader to understand me.

My Background—Three Lines of Avtivities

I will be eighty years old by the time the reader will receive this issue of
SANGAKU.

I have hitherto been active,in the rough,in three lines: physics, mountaineering,
and instruction in scientific communication.

My interest for mountaineering was stirred up in my teens. In my high school
days I concentrated all my energies on mountaineering. When I became a university
student, however, 1 decided to concentrate on physics. Later | devoted myself to
physics as a professor at Gakushuin University until I retired in 1985 at the age of
sixty-eight. On leaving the university I thought I should now work on another line,
and decided to instruct young people in scientific writing and oral communication.
(This I denoted above by instruction in scientific communication.)

Thus my main line has had a change from physics to instruction in scientific
communication twelve years ago, but mountaineering continued to be a long lasting
side line ever since I became a physics student down to these days.
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There were two periods in my life when mountainereering or expedition was my
main line. One was my high school days (see above) and the other was 1956~57 when
I was with the US Weddell Sea Expedition as an observer from the Science Council of
Japan. The network of overseas friends I got acquainted with in this expedition has
supported me in physics circles as well as in mountaineering circles in Europe and
America.

The Mountaineering and Experimental Research Projects

As stated before, a mountaineering project bears some parallels to an
experimental research project. Both will need the historical survey of the reconnais-
sance of the area (problem) in question; selection, trial and procurement of the
equipment; development of new equipment needed for the climb (study); organiza-
tion of the party (research team); finance; etc., etc. In some points, however, the two
projects are definitely different.

Let us review below the similarities and dissimilarities between a mountaineer-

ing project and an experimental research project.

Unknown Spot

I believe mountaineering was originally started to satisfy man’s naive wish to
visit an unclimbed, or virgin, peak, stand on its top and enjoy the view no one has
ever commanded. In this sense exploration is not much different in its motive from
mountaineering.

An untouched problem attracts scientific workers as well as an unclimbed peak
fascinates mountaineers.

First Ascent

[ stated above that I believe mountaineering started from man’s naive wish to
reach a peak no one has yet been to. As an extension of this belief, I think the target
of the mountaineering should intrinsically be an unclimbed peak. Unfortunately,
however, unclimbed peaks are limited in number. All the eight thousanders have been
climbed, and seven thousanders that remain unclimbed are not many. There are a lot
of unclimbed six or five thousanders, but the attraction of unclimbed peaks diminish
with the decrease in height. This, I think, is because lower peaks are easier to climb
on the average. You will perhaps admit that the charm of a peak for mountaineers
is heightened by the difficulty in climbing. This point will be discussed in the follow-
ing section, Variation Routes.

If the intrinsic target of the mountaineering be the first ascent, the future of the
mountaineering would not be bright because the number of unclimbed peaks is
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limited.

Should we go out of the globe and try a space expedition? The report from the
Marspathfinder 1997 on the Martian surface may excite a mountaineer, but the
Marspathfinder’s travel to the planet cost $ 250 million!! (Time, Jul. 21, 1997)

The ascent of an unclimbed peak corresponds to a discovery in science. A great
difference between the two lies in that in mountaineering one climbs a peak whose
whereabouts one already knows, whereas in science one may recognize the location
and shape of the peak (the significance of what one has discovered) only after the
peak has been climbed (the discovery has been made).

I said the charm of a virgin peak depends on its height. What does the peak
height correspond to in the realm of science? 1 believe it is the fundamentality of
one's discovery.

I regretted that high virgin peaks are diminishing in number. In the realm of
science we never have such a regret. Whenever an unclimbed peak is climbed (a new
discovery is made), the mist in its vicinity will clear up and peaks unobserved by then
(problems not known by then) will show themselves.

Variation Routes

After the first ascent of a peak, reconnaissance of variation routes will usually
start. Now that most of the very high peaks have already been climbed, what the
active mountaineers aim at nowadays are the climbs via variation routes of those
peaks, via untraced routes if there were any.

On the other hand, scientists feel little interest in exploring variation routes.
They regard the first ascent of a peak (a novel scientific discovery) very highly, but
they will coolly disregard the later efforts to reach the same peak by other routes.

Mountaineers' attitude is different. They are sportsmen who tend to prefer more
difficult routes to easier ones.

In my opinion, a sportsman often challenges a difficulty simply because it is
difficult. According to a dictionary, sport is “1. an athletic activity requiring skill
or prowess and often of a competitive nature”, but it also says sport is “3. diversion;
recreation; pleasant pastime”. A mountaineer who prefers more difficult climbs is a
sportsman in either meaning. I call him a “sports-mountaineer”.

I have remarked that I think man was at first prompted to go to the mountains
by the naive wish to visit an unknown spot. Since the modern alpinism had its birth,
however, a novel motive has been added to this: the sporting spirit that tempts man
to confront difficulties.
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Switching over from the Mountaineering to Leisure Mountain Trips
Decline in Physical Competence

Most people who have been active in the Mountaineering or the mountainceering
as a project, switch over as they grow old to leisure mountain trips. This is due
mainly to the decline in their physical competence.

About a quarter century ago, I expected that 1 would have to give up skiing
earlier than rock climbing, because skiing seemed to require quicker movements.
However, my later experience was to the contrary: I still enjoy skiing with my wife
every year, but I know rock climbing is impracticable for me now.

The last time I enjoyed rock climbing was in 1971 when I was fifty-three years
old. I climbed up the south-east ridge of Aiguille du Midi, an easy, general route,
roped up with my friend André Maréchal, then the Head of l'Institut d'Optique,
Paris, one vear older than . I led off most of the time taking a great pleasure in
climbing. My body was supple, and I felt no fear at all.

After the lapse of some ten years during which I had been busily occupied, my
heart sank on finding on a rocky hillside that my knee was apt to totter when I
climbed up or down a big step say 50 em high. On reflection, I was reminded of the
fact that since a few years ago | had lost confidence in my ability to hurry down the
mountain at a good speed.

These two symptoms meant that it had become difficult for me to regain the
balance instantaneously. On a fuller investigation of the symptoms, [ concluded that
they had their roots not in the nervous system but in the muscles: my muscles could
no longer contract so quickly as before.

It thus occurred to me that I had been wrong in assuming that skiing requires
quicker movements than rock climbing. A climber standing on a foothold may seem
to be standing still, but in reality he is keeping his balance by very short, extremely
quick feedback movements for which instantaneous contraction of muscles is
essential. Hence my experience that rock climbing became impracticable much
earlier than skiing.

Another factor that urges the aged people to switch over from the mountaineer-
ing to leisure mountain trips is the physical stiffness caused by age.

I think there would be no need to refer to the general decline in physical strength
or stamina. Nowadays | have to estimate the time required of me for climbing a
mountain at 1.5~2 times the normal time.

Switchover from the Mountaineering to Leisure Mountain Trips
You may find some psychological resistance to switching over from the
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mountaineering to leisure mountain trips. 1 switched over involuntarily and
spontaneously through a series of trekking with friends in the high mountain
regions, in which we did not aim at the summits but enjoyed viewing the peaks.

My trekking experience was as follows. The numbers in the brackets show my
age at that time.

Trek 1. Pokhara——Annapurna Sanctuary [69]
(Nepal, Dec. 1986)
Trek 2. Pokhara——Baglungpani——Marsyandi Valley [70]
(Nepal, Mar. 1988)
Trek 3. Kathmandu——Kodari——Zhangmu——Tingri Heigths [70]
(Nepal & Tibet, Mar. 1988)
Trek 4. Jomsom——Kali Gandaki——Herzog's route in his first ascent of
Annapurna, up to Sano Bugin 4,300 m ——Kali Gandaki——Ghore
Pokhara [72]
(Nepal Nov. 1989)
Trek 5. Paro——Chomolhari BC [73]
(Bhutan, Apr. 1991)
Trek 6. Langtang Group up to Langsisa Karuka [74]
(Nepal, Nov. 1992)
Trek 7. Hunza: around Karim Abad and Gulmit [76]
(Pakistan, Apr. 1994)
Trek 8. Patagonia: Parque Nacional Torres del Paine, Parque Nacional los Glaciares
and Tierra del Fuego [78]
(Chile & Argentina, Feb. 1996)

Pani

My companions were those from among a group of my friends who could spare
time on the respective occasions. The parent group included a little more than twenty
people, ladies commanding a majority. The size of the trekking team differed from
case to case, but was between five and twelve or so. In Trek 1, we had with us my
[riends Gilbert Zinsmeister, physicist, and his wife Gisela from Liechtenstein. In
Treks 2 to 8 my wife joined the team.

The parent group grew older year by year, the average age of the team reaching
sixty-seven in Trek 8. The teams in Treks 2 and 3 were the youngest, fifty-five on the
average. Because my companions were advanced in age, 1 decided to travel following
the style of the early British Expeditions in Treks 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6, i.e. accompanied by
some Sherpas and a good many porters (in Trek 5 a guide and some ponies).

As you see in the list, our trekking plans changed as time went by in the choice

A 25



of the area to visit as well as in the style of the travel. This was not what I had
planned beforehand but what happened in the course of nature. The more advanced
we were, the less laborious plans we adopted without realizing it.

In Treks 1 to 4, I was a confident leader with plenty of energy left over. In Trek
51 felt that I did not have much energy to spare. In Trek 6 I realized that 1 was
approaching the limits of my physical strength. In Trek 7 we encountered with bad
weather and bad road conditions, which compelled us to make a difficult car trip; the
only trekking on foot we could enjoy were short visits to two glaciers. Trek 8 was,
roughly speaking, a car trip in a vast area plus some hikings.

In concert with the change of our trekking plans into less laborious ones, my
own activities besides the overseas trekking were also changing from the
mountaineering to leisure mountain trips. | still try to carry through some planned
climbs —at an extremely slow speed—once or twice a year, but in other cases | walk
in the mountains at leisure with my wife and friends to enjoy what I find around

ourselves.

YOSHIYUKI KAGAMI—A Man in Climbing History

Jiroh TAGUCHI

The other day I received the news of Mr. Kagami's death. I was told that I was
the only one who could tell the story of his life.

He was born in 1904, a shy man whom I met when [ was young. He was about 13
years older than me. We didn’t climb during the same years, he was climbing in the
1920’s whereas 1 climbed in the 30’s. So what ['ll mention in this essay is more about
Mr. Kagami as a mountaineer or as an important figure in the history of climbing.

I first came to know Mr. Kagami's name when I was a university student. The
Kagamis’ were a rich family and therefore it is understandable that he was able to go
to Cambridge University (Selwyn College). There he joined the ski club and
expanded his athletic talent. This was when he became involved in mountain climb-
ng.

He enrolled in many ski tournaments in Miiren and Wengen where he was in-
volved with many speed freaks. In the 1920's there were young new styles of skiing.
There's a photo showing Mr. Kagami with his ski up in the air looking very proud.

This was when he met Frank Smythe. Smythe was like a multipul person who
could do anything. He was not the usual moutain climber who went to Cambridge or
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Oxford. He became famous for his incredible climbing and in those days England
wasn't famous for great climbers. He was the first to conquer Mont Blanc's Red
Sentinel. At that time Germany's star Welzenbach was also climbing the Alps.
Kagami was very fortunate to become friends with Smythe. Climbing requires a
catalyst for encouragement. For Kagami, Smythe was the catalyst to make him
challenge the difficult mountains. This is my personal point of view.

First 1 must mention the success of Kagami’'s on Mont Maudit, Italian side of
Mont Blanc which later was renamed the Kagami Route. A writer for the London
Times, Smythe, and Kagami planned the guideless climbing of Mont Maudit. Sadly,
Smythe had to suddenly go back to England. Kagami couldn’t give up and finally
challenged the climb with a guide, Gottfried Perren from Zermatt. Eventually, after
30 years, this route was once again challenged, this time by Bonatti. This shows how
difficult the climb was. Kagami's succcess was written up in the 43rd edition of the
“Alpine Journal”.

Secondly he challenged the long distance between Dent d’Hérens to Matterhorn.
This course has a complicated feature and Kagami was able to complete it in only 18
hours. Moreover, he nearly conqured the North Wall of the Matterhorn 3 years
before the Schmid brothers, but had to give up becaus of falling rocks from climbers
in another area.

All these crazy climbings were done by Mr. Kagami because of Smythe. Mr.
Kagami was enjoying himself so much that it meant little to him to pass on his
experience to young Japanese or the press. For this reason he is not known to the
Japanese. From my point of view, the star of the alpinism were Yuko Maki and
Saburo Matsukata. If they are the head of the coin, Kagami is the tail.

This is a brief review of Mr. Kagami’s life as a mountain climber. When seeing
climbing history from another new point, many young Japanese went to Chamonix
and built their experience in the Alps. From this growing population of young climb-
ers, mountain climbing drew society’s attention to this kind of climbing. Dangerous
and wild challenges were called “the extreme alpinism” and opened a new door to
climbing. If we say that Maki and Matsukata are the founder of the Japanese
alpinism, then Kagami is the founder of the Japanese extreme alpinism.
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Sherpas in the 20th Century

Katsuhiko KANO

Sherpas have been imagined as loyal, reliable, cheerful, pious but rather simple
high altitude porters of mountaineering in the Himalayas by the westerners from
the beginning of this century. Those images have been reproduced by various medias
such as travel guide books, T. V. programs and advertishing leaflets of tourism
industries even now. On the other hand, some people claim that ‘old good Sherpas’
have gone out, because they became too affluent and modernized. Images of Sherpas
were originally formed in the 1920s and 1930s. In those days, most Himalayan
expeditions employed high altitude porters through the Himalayan Club at
Darjeeling. It meant that most of ‘Sherpas’ were immigrants from Solu-khumbu or
surrounding hill areas of Nepal who aimed to get prospective jobs there. As Nepal
was still closed to foreigners, activities of expeditions were nearly limited in the
Himalayan under the British rule. Modes of their travel also followed those of
colonial officers, and military personnel often accompanied with them. In such
circumstance, ‘Sherpas’ who engagerd high altitude porters with expeditions
occupied their seats on the ruling in the colonized area, even if they ranked there
suborinately. Supposedly, the status of ‘Sherpas’ in the expedition corresponded to
those of ‘Gurkhas’ who had been recruited by British army from the hill area of
Nepal.

However, Nepal opened its door to foreign tourists in 1950, and then, Solu-
Khunbu, the homeland of Sherpas became one of the most prosperous tourist area in
the country. In the 1970s, Sherpas entered gradually to the sphere of various tourist
bushiness such as management of tourist lodges, restaurants, travel agents and
shops of trekking equipments and souvenirs. For young, ambitious Sherpas, high
altitude porter and trekking guide are rather regarded as temporal jobs to
accumulate capital for the future business. In the 1980s, many prosperous Sherpas
shifted their residence to Kathmandu. Generally they are enthusiastic about modern
high level education for their younger generation.

For the tourist business, old images on Sherpas, such as reliable and loyal
servants for the sahib (master), are still valuable heritage. Sherpas belonged to old
generation have performed their roles by ‘traditional’ manners to get favor with

foreign tourists. However, for younger generation, especially who have received
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education, such attitude is regarded as rather humiliation. Invention of new images,
that is suitable for age of mass tourism in the next century, is requested and groped
now.

A Successful Ascent of K2 : A Report of the Japanese
Alpine Club, Young Members’ Group 1996

Atsushi YAMAMOTO

The weather in Karakoram had been unusually unstable this year. The adverse
weather kept on annoying us throughout our expedition even before the construction
of the base camp, Regarding the climbing route, we changed our original plan and
decided to climb the south-south-eastern ridge to avoid competition with other par-
ties. However, we found that the Chilean party was already challenging the SSE
route. So, as soon as we settled in our base camp, we confirmed with Chilean party
regarding the fixed rope (we decided that whichever party might climb first, the
fixed rope should be prepared by themselves independently and not shared), a site for
constructing tents and how to warn others in case of fallen rocks. On the day after
our first summit team had successfully made the summit, four members of the
Chilean party achieved it as well. As they had been friendly throughout the expedi-
tion, no trouble happened between us. It was good that we could maintain this good
attitude throughout the climb.

We were afraid of some technical difficulty when we climbed the lower part of
the route. However, as we actually climbed, it turned out to be not so difficult.
Except for fallen rocks, we faced no big trouble. Though bad weather sometimes
acted as a brake, thanks to the hard working of our party members in charge of mak-
ing the route, everything proceeded almost as we planned. Transportation of loads
also went well since we had more than a sufficient number of strong party members.

The biggest problem was that we couldn't find an appropriate place to pitch
tents. We thought that such a big mountain would have more space to allow us to
construct a few tents. But the fact was we couldn’t find any such place. Both at Camp
1 (6,350m) and Camp 2 (7,050m), we could barely secure a tiny space far above the
planned altitude. We had to fetch a pick used when we constructed the Base Camp,
and crush the rock and shave the ice to secure a space for tents. Even after such
efforts, a part of our tents hung in the air.

The bad weather was not always disadvantageous. Though the pace of our
climbimg the mountain had become slow, it gave us enough time to rest. We had to
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decrease the number of camps from four to three, which resulted in less trans-
portation of loads and less time to stay at high altitudes. We had a plan to use
oxygen at Camp 3 (7,400m) while we were sleeping. Instead, we used oxygen at Camp
2 while sleeping, but we limited the the use to the members who were going to work
in higher altitude the next day. This contributed greatly to the health condition of
our members. No one experienced bad physical conditions, and 16 out of 18 members
were able to reach the final camp to challenge the summit at 7,850m.

At the end of July, all necessary supplies were carried into the final camp. Then
all the party members descended to the Base Camp for rest. After two days’ rest. we
decided to increase the number of the summit team from nine to eleven. They left the
Base Camp one after another. However, from August 3, the weather deteriorated for
the third time, and we were forced to be in a long abeyance. More than fifty days
passed since we started climbing. A heavy snow fell on the top of the mountain and
the interval of the change in bad weather had become shorter and shorter, which
clearly told us that autumn was just around the corner. Such a long abeyance and
accumulated stress made it difficult for some party members to maintain a highly
charged spirit, and discord arose among leaders. We were pushed to the brink of
giving up this expedition. [t was the strong, earnest wish of the party members to
make the summit that finally made us decide to continue our challenge.

On August 10, the weather showed a faint sign of recovery. We made a firm
determination not to make even a single mistake. The first party consisting of six
members left the Base Camp. Next day on August 11, the second party also consist-
ing of six members left the Base Camp. In order to cope with the shorter interval of
the change in weather, both parties went straight up to Camp 2, and the first party
reached the final camp on August 11. On August 12 at 3: 00 A.M. the first party left
the final camp and after plowing forward in the deep snow, at 11:00 A.M.
Matsubara, Tanigawa and Murata summited K2. By 12: 50 P.M. Yoshida, Shiina
and Akasaka also made the summit in this order. Two days later, six party members
of the second party who left the final camp on August 14 at 1:50 A.M. successfully
made the summit between 7:30 A.M. and 11:20 A.M. in the order of Yamamoto,
Takeuchi, Inaba, Takahashi, Sano and Nagakubo. The weather was perfectly fine

with no winds.
It was the first K2 ascent made by a two digit number of party members (the

previous record was eight by an Italian party in 1986). We set another record:
Takahashi, at age 22, was the youngest climber ever to reach the summit of K2. All
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of the party members returned to the base camp safely. We were lucky to be favored
with such wonderful weather to make the summit. After August 15, the weather
took for the worse again. We finished our caravan on August 24, but the adverse
weather still continued, It was just good luck that we were able to climb K2 at the
very last chance of 1996 season.

Climbing K2 Alone and Without Oxygen : The Summit
Where Thinking and a Sense of Time Disappear

Masashi TODAKA

June 6, 1996

I reached the Base Camp at 5,200m. My small expedition party consists of only
four members; myself, Masami (my wife), a liaison officer and a cook.
June 8,

I began to climb. For acclimatization exercise and also for finding a descent
route, | headed for the south-eastern ridge. | crept across the crevasse, the beginning
part of the route. Then, I climbed and descended the icy wall leading to C1 (6,250m)
using double axes.

June 14,

I returned to the Base Camp after three days. It snowed and the south wind
raged all through the night. Good judgement demanded that 1 climbed down. If
stayed in up the mountain, I would have been unable to come down since | had no
fixed rope. I reminded myself repeatedly to maintain this attitude toward climbing
whenever [ left anxious about weather conditions.

At the shoulder (7,900m) I gave up my first attempt to make the summit
because [ sensed deterioration in the weather. I returned to the Base Camp and took
three days' rest. Snow continued to fall during the three days. Heavy, wet air has
been blowing in from the south. The weather in Karakoram has been unstable this
year. Only in early June, did we experience a long spell of perfectly fine days which
lasted for two weeks. After that, however, fine days didn’t last long at all. In
addition, in the high sky (over 7,000m) there were always strong west winds.
Because of the short spell of fine days, the snowy portions up in the mountain were
too unstable for safe climbing. For my acclimatization practice, | climbed alone and
made a route on the south-eastern ridge up to 7,300m. Deep snow made it a very hard
work.

Because of the deep snow, strong winds and unstable weather at top, |
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determined that climbing the south wall in the Alpine style was suicidal. If you want
to stick to the Alpine style to climb Mt. K2, it is most criritical that you find a route
with good snow conditions and climb through the deep snow above 8,000 meters as
fast as possible. I kept on waiting for a chance to attempt the summit.

July 26,

I reached the Camp 2. In the evening, 1 tried to climb further up to the Camp 3
(7,400m). However, because of strong winds and a snow shower, I had to give up at
7,200m. I returned to the Camp 2, arriving at midnight.

July 27,

After taking some rest to recover from the fatigue accumulated during the last
night's climbing, [ resumed climbing at 2: 00 P.M. and pitched a tent on a ledge at
the altitude of 7,100m.

July 28,

I reached the final camp before challenging the summit (7,900m).
July 29,

I'd almost reached the summit area by 1 : 20 A.M. The summit of K2 was lit up
blue like a pyramid under a great, shining full moon. I had been worried about the
wind, but it was a very calm, beautiful night. The surface snow was tight enough and
there was almost no need to walk forward plowing. It was the most ideal condition
to climb without oxygen. My body and mind were still half asleep. 1 paid particular
attention not to get frostbitten on my toes and fingers. [ headed for the bottle-neck
at the top. The snowy wall became increasingly steeper, and as | approached the
bottle-neck, I had to walk forward plowing in the deeper snow. Sunddenly | noticed
that dawn was approaching on the eastern horizon. The sun was just about to rise
from the Chinese earth.

I went throught the bottle-neck, and began to traverse, when it began to snow.
I was annoyed because traversing had become much harder. To secure the return
route, I fixed the rope for 50 meters. It was 9 : 00 A.M. Deep snow required more time
than I expected to take climbing from the bottle-neck to where [ stood. All I had to
do was to climb straight up to the summit. Whether I could make the summit or not
depended on how quickly I could climb this extremely steep wall with deep snow. I
began to walk forward plowing and headed for a triangular rock at the upper part.

My physical condition was very fine. | had to walk forward plowing the deep
snow up to my waist. | tried to relax my body and maintain deep, smooth breathing
as | plowed forward rhythmically at an appropriate speed. Still it would take seven
or eight hours more at least to reach the top. | had to try some climbing method

which would not accumulate fatigue in my body.
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Two hours later, I reached the triangular rock. So far, I had climbed at the pace
I had planned. It took four hours to climb through the same part two years ago.
Under the rock I found a red rope deposited. | guessed that it was the part of the re-
mains left behind by the tragic party which attempted K2 last year. The red rope told
me not to be too optimistic about K2 which was dangerous enough to take your life
if you made even a slight mistake in judgement. From the triangular rock, the snowy
wall became increasingly steeper and the snow softer. In the breast-deep snow, | had
to use both arms and my whole body to walk forward plowing.

Plowing at this altitude required much more energy than I had imagined. I
hadn't eaten enough for the last three days, so | was astonished that I could work so
hard.

At noon, I climbed through the snowy wall. It took an hour. The altitude was
8,400m. From the traverse to here, | climbed through the steep slope covered with
soft snow. Physical fatigue was intense. Now, I had to determine if it was possible for
me to continue on to the summit and still return the way [ had come. [ had to begin
my descent and reach the fixed rope at the traverse before dark. To begin later was
too dangerous, Accidents at K2 happened mostly when climbers began to descend
just after making the summit.

I stretched myself out of a ledge to communicate with Yumi who was at the Base
Camp. She was looking at me from there. If the same conditions continued, | thought
it would be difficult for me to make the summit. However, because it might be more
windy at the upper part, snow condition could be better. If I could continue to climb
without any trouble, I could be on the summit in four hours or so. | told Yumi that
I could not make a decision yet.

The top of K2 above 8,400m is a world where death and life come close to each
other. If you became less conscious of the fact that you were in a very dangerous
situation and less capable of sensing danger, returning alive will become problematic.

Climbing at extreme altitudes without oxygen bottle requires the full exercise of
our survival instinct.

I was, however, feeling great. | felt no hostility from the mountain on the sur-
rounding world. I still felt fully charged with energy. I knew I could make a descent
decision as soon as any adverse situation happened. Thus, | resumed climbing toward
the summit. As I looked down, I could see the panoramic view of the south-south-
western ridge.

I continued to climb as if the summit and 1 were attracting each other. I knew
that | was always conscious that I had to descend. That meant I was still alright
mentally. It seemed that there would be no problem of descending.

I crossed a peak and saw another peak about 8 meters higher in front of me. That
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could be the top of K2. I came close to the snowy wall and climbed it using double-
axes without a rest only to find another peak.

Disappointed a bit, [ fell on my knees in the snow. It was a little past 4 : 00 P.M.

How much further would I had to climb? I called Yumi who must have been
watching me at the Base Camp. She answered that 1 was very close to the summit.
Because | had climbed up to this point without stopping, I was gasping for breath in
the thin air. | needed a rest to restore normal breathing. As [ began to breathe better
and was calm again, I looked up ahead to find an extraodinarlly beautiful finale
awaiting me.

The snowy white ridge was pushing itself straight up into the sky. I stood up
again and resumed my challenge to make the summit. As I climb up step by step, |
relished the taste of each step. I had no thought or sense of time. Driven by instinct,
I just kept on climbing up higher and higher. One after another, a new step was
printed in the immaculate snowy ridge. What a calm, tranquil and profound world
it is!

At 4:20 P.M. on July 29, 1996 1 was standing at the highest point of the snow-
covered summit of K2, The azure sky was clear and the air was gentle.

Pasang Lhamu Chuli (Josamba) 7,350m

Tamotsu OHNISHI, Osaka Alpine Club

Pasang Lhamu Chuli is one of five new peaks opened for foreign expedition in

June 1995,
Location of this peak (28 04 24, 86 36 53) is about 5-kilometer west-soutwest of Cho
Ovyu and height of this peak is 7,350 m. It was not for us to identify the peak of this
mysterious name. Soon we learned it was nothing but a peak that had been known as
Cho Aui and already had been climbed from Tibetan side in 1986 by Himalayan
Association of Japan's expedition.

In postmonsoon season of last year, a Korean expedition tried from Nepalese
side but they were forced to retreat at the hight of 6900m. This peak also has other
two different names; Josamba 1 and Nangai Gosum 1.

Our expedition in 1996, sponsored by Osaka Alpine Club aimed at this peak from
the south or the east ridge. On September 6, the first flight, after irritated waiting
in Kathmandu by prolonged mosnsoon weather of this year, brought us to
Shangboche and we stayed for three days at Everset View Hotel which my friend Mr.
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Miyahara is managing., Then we proceeded to Thame village, where we spent 7 days
at our sirder Ang Phurba’ s lodge for rest and acclimatization.

Started for Chhule on September 16, and settled our base camp (5400m) on the
central moraine of Nampa La Glacier. Climbing gears and foods of about 1.5 tons had
already been carried up to BC by a few Sherpas and local porters prior to our arrival.

As the nearest couloir, which directly lead to southern col (5720m), and Korean
couloir up to 6650m col, were both washed by incessant big avlanches, we decided to
change our route without hesitation to the west ridge. We placed advanced base camp
at 5600m, foot of the west ridge near Nampa La.

On September 23, we began to make long route to get to 6730m peak. After a
week October 1, we pitched Camp 1 (6700m) on the ridge just passed over this peak.

Then, a temporary Camp II was placed near the second col (6250m) on October

Next 3 days were spent to put 7 pitches of fixed rope on knife-edged ridge, so
called “cockscomb”. It became the most difficult stage of the expedition.

On October 13, first summit push was done from the temporary CAMP 1I, but
failed mainly by lack of fixed rope and snowbars. All six members including 4 climb-
ing Sherpas got down to BC for rest and supply.

The second stage of climbing began on October 17. Next day, after struggling
long traverse, we could place new Camp II on the snow hump just behind Triangular
Rock Peak (T100m). As two climbing Sherpas returned in bad physical condition on
the way, remaining three occupied Camp 1II.

October 19, it was splendidly cleared up and temprature fell to —20°C. Proposed
direct ridge route to the summit was abandoned because of its difficulty in passing
through overhanging rocks. However, we could find an alternative route, traversing
to right side. It seemed to be the most feasible route to avoid rock obstacles and get
to summit ridge. Three members, M. Taniguchi, T. Kitamura and a Sherpa, left
Camp I at 7.00 am. After a few pitches climbing up steep snow ridge, Sherpa got
out of the party with too much fatigue. Then we traversed about 300 meters to the
right and were lucky enough to get to the last summit ridge, from where direct
climbing up more three pitches led us to the real summit. We reached the top at noon.

The highest point was so small an ice pyramid as we could only hold it with
arms, not stand on it. We enjoyed unexpected close view of Mt. Everest and lot of
high peaks around us.

Members: Tamotsu Ohnishi (Leader 54), Mamoru Taniguchi (48), Keiko Nishihira

(44) Takehiko Yanagihara (35), Toshiyuki Kitamura (34)
Sherpas: Ang Phurba Sherpa (Sirder 36) and three others.
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The First Successful Ascent of Mt. Ratna Chuli : A Report
of the Nepal Police-Shinshu University Joint Himalayan
Expedition 1996

Mitsunori WATABE

1. Approach

This expedition was organized by The Academic Alpine Club of Shinshu and
Nepal Police Mountaineering & Adventure Foundation. Four members of the expedi-
tion team from Shinshu University left Kansai International Airport August 21, and
another four on September 1. We landed at Kathmandu on the evening of the same
day, where we were warmly greeted by the Nepalese Police. We passed through
customs and immigration very easily, and we were able to use the Police Academy
gym to pack our loads for the expedition. Muggy monsoon conditions kept us in a
sweat as we worked on our packing. We also busied ourselves visiting local
authorities and making appropriate greetings.

On September 6 at the Police Academy, the Chief and Officers of the Police gave
us a send-off party to cheer up the members of the Joint Expedition Party. We left
Kathmandu the next day in three buses (two of them for the porters) and two
trucks. On the way we discovered that monsoon rains had flooded a river which
washed out the highway, making it impossible to drive any further than Dhumre.

On September 7 we put together a caravan made up of 178 porters. We left Besi
Sahar on September 10 and caravaned along the Marsyendi River in the rain. We
arrived at Koto, the entrance to the Nar Khola, on Spetember 14. We were able to
spend the nights in lodges located along the highway so far.

On September 15, we replaced some of the porters. As we passed through the Nar
Khola, a steep path stretched below us. Landslides and the collapse of the rocky base
of the road blocked our entrance to the gorge. Because falling rocks could be
dangerous, we were all when we managed to pass through the gorge. On September
18, we arrived at Phugaon at the altitude of 4,000m. We were surprised to see homes
standing at the very end of overhanging terrace. It was really unusual sight.

On elevated ground on the other side of the village stood a temple of the
Nyingma sect called Tashi Gompa. We all worshipped at the temple, where the
priest’s family recalled the Gyaji Kang Expedition and welcomed us warmly. They
gave us good-luck amulets and prayed for our safety and success.

On September 19, we passed Mt. Nemjung (7,139m), the largest peak in Himlung

Himal. It was first successfully ascended by a party from Hirosaki University who
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scaled its south-eastern end called Dudh Khola in autumn 1983. We traversed the end
of the Panguri glacier which flows from Gyaji Kang River, reaching Panguri Kharka
(4,600m), a plateau located at the left shore of Phu Khola (5,200m) where we set up
our Base Camp (BC). On September 22, we asked a priest from Tashi Gompa to come
up to our BC and conduct “Phuja” according to Lamaistic religious rituals.

We prayed for safe climbing. Most of the Japanese members set up relay bases
Phu and Pangri Kharka where they made acclimatization exercises. On September
25, the Japanese members regathered in good health at the BC for climb.

2. Challenges to the Summit

On one side of the BC. we had a close view of Himlung Himal. A party from
Hokkaido University accomplished the first ascent of this mountain. From the top
of the moraine just above the BC (5,400m), we could see the entire figure of the grace-
ful Ratna Chuli.

We followed the moraine and a valley on the right shore of the left-side glacier
and established ABC (the Advance Base Camp) at a point where the glacier met the
south ridge of the col on Ratna Chuli’s western peak (5,500m). By September 26, we
had almost completed carrying our loads up the ABC. On the next day, however,
snow began to fall and it didn’t stop until September 29, We utilized this forced 3-day
stay for doing more acclimatization exercise. Meanwhile at the BC, Penba Tshering,
our kitchen helper, became paralyzed on his right side. Although we called for a
helicopter to rescue him down, adverse weather prevented his being picked up until
October 1. Fortunately, he made a good recovery and came to see us in good health
on our return to Kathmandu.

On September 30, we attempted our first climbing to the summit. The six
climbers of the first summit team were L. Tanabe, Uchida, Ale, Nul, Dulga and Tulu.

Before returning to the ABC, they had climbed up the southern ridge of the
glacier, creating a route through a vast snow field where we planned to construct CI.

It took 5 pitches of fixed rope between ABC and C1. Other members carried the
loads up to ABC and C2.

On October 1, after setting up Cl1, the first summit party completed the rest of
the route they had set up the day before along the southern ridge. This southern
ridge required 19 pitches of fixed rope. When this work was completed, the party
descended fixing 3 more pitches of rope from the western ridge pointing toward the
main peak and reaching the spot where we had planned to set up C2. The party then
returned to Cl using snow bars all through. Because the weather began to
deteriorate on October 3, they decided to postpone the first attempt. They left C1 and
returned to BC. Bad weather continued through October 5 with snow fall even at the
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B,

Although the storm ended on and weather recovered October 6, we refrained
from doing any activity taking into consideration of fresh, heavy snow fall.

On October T, the same party once again challenged the summit. They climbed
up to C1 through ABC, and on the next day set up C2 (6,550m). October 9 looked fine
despite strong winds. Still the party waited until 7: 00 A.M. before leaving C2 to de-
scend the steep slope leading to the main summit col (6,400m). At the steepest part,
3 pitches of rope had been fixed. The col itsell was a wide plateau. Fixing ropes on a
hard, crusted snow wall, the party ascended from the col toward the main summit.

When the party was within 100 m of the summit the physical condition of a
member (Uchida) became bad and it was also out of ropes. The Nepalese members
were reluctant to climb in staccato and insisted on returning. Thus, the second
challenge was declined.

We knew the third attempt would be our last opportunity since time was run-
ning out for us. We could afford to make no mistakes on our last attempt. To this
point we had divided into 3 parties, but we replaced the members of the first summit
team to three (L. Tanabe, Ale and Tulu), and chose six members to act as support
Sawada and Dulga were in charge of supporting the summiters above C2. Because no
problems developed, these two members were able to join the first summit party.

The rest of the members gathered at C2, so each could join either the second or
third team to make the summit.

The weather continued to be after October 6. On October 11, at C2, we watched
the passage of migrating cranes. We were deeply moved by the cranes flying in
various formations against the shining azure sky above.

On October 12, the first summit party and support party left Lhe BC. They
climbed up to C1 via ABC on October 13. On October 14 at 7:00 A.M., 5 members
(Tanaka, Ale, Tul. Sawada and Durga) left C2 and successfully made the summit at
12 : 10 P.M. It took 3 pitches of rope from the spot where they had given up the ascent
to the summit last time. Thus, they were standing on the top of Mt. Ratna Chuli, a
jewel of a summit of which we had long dreamed. The summiters returned to C2 at
15: 30, and returned to the BC on October 15.

On October 16, the second summit party (L. Watabe, Nomura, Hanatani, Joshi,
Nuru, Ful) successfully ascended to the summit. The weather was in our favor; it
was fine and the wind was mild. In the far north the view of Mt. Lunpokanri in the
Trans Himalayas could be seen, and to the south four mountains of Himulung Himal
on the other side of the valley of Phu Khola could be seen. Behind them were the
majestic figures of the Great Himalayan Mountains including Mt. Manaslu, Mt.
Annapurna, and Mt. Dhaulagiri.
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On October 18, the third summit party (L. Uchida, Kaneko, Kobayashi,
Sivakoti, Damber) succeeded in ascending the summit. With this ascent, all members
had climbed up to the summit of Mt. Ratna Chuli.

On October 19, we demolished C2 and returned to the BC. The next day, C1 and
ABC were demolished. We carried unused ropes, foods and garbage down to the BC
and completed all the mountain climbing activities.

The Successful Ascent of Mt. Chomo Lhari: A Report of the 1996
Japan-China Joint Chomo Lhari Expedition

Yoshihiko MIYAMOTO, The Nagano Alpine Club

1. How the Japan-China Joint Party was formed:

For a decade from 1981 to 1990, the Nagano Alpine Club and the China Alpine
Club had joint meeting to study the skills of joint mountain climbing. The two alpine
clubs visited with each other to have those meetings. Such efforts had been continu-
ing even today, and bore fruits in many ways.

In order to commemorate the past joint efforts and also with an expectation to
further deepen the friendship and trust, the China Alpine Club proposed us a joint
attack of Mt. Chomo Lhari.

Because the Indian border was in close proximity of Mr. Chomo Lhari, foreign
climbers were not allowed to get into the area where Mt. Chomo Lhari stands. Due
to this reason, the attack from the Tibetan side has never been attmpted before.

The attempt of the joint party to climb Mt. Chomo Lhari from the Tibetan side
resulted in a great success with all participants (25 members including and co-
operative members) successfully attaining to the summit.

2. The Outline of the Joint Party

i) Name: The Japan-China Chomo Lhari Joint Attack Team 1996

ii) Time: August-September, 1996

iii) Sponsor: The Nagano Alpine Club, The China Alpine Club

iv) Members:

Japan Party leader: Yoshihiko Miyamoto (52)

Assistant leader: Makoto Yamada (39)
Attacking members: Akira Hiratsuka (45), Yukihiko Kato (63),
Atsushi Mio (32), Dakao Doi (46), Shinsaku Tanaka (36),
Takuya Matsutani (24)
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China The person responsible: Zhang Jiang Tuan (43)
Attacking leader: Luo Shen (33)
Members: Kun Sang (39), Kai Cun (32), Tenzin Dorji (36),
Jio Cuo (36), Jiji (25)
Press 9 people including NHK
Cooperative members and Official 18 people
v) Goal: To climb Mt. Chomo Lhari (7,325m)

3. The Outline of the Actions
Aug. 17 BC was set up (at the altitude of 4,700m)
19 C1 was set up (5,300m)
26 C2 was set up (6,000m)
31 Withdrawal to BC due to a heavy snow fall
Sept. 4 Climbing resumed
5 (3 was set up (6,850m)
8 The first attack party consisting of 10 members
successfully attacked the summit
10 The second attack party consisting of 15 members
successfully attacked the summit
21 BC strucken

4. Notes

1. Mt. Chomo Lhari is a very beautiful mountain, which local people call “A Fairy's
Peak”.

2. Mt. Chomo Lhari was said to be conquered twice in the past: in 1937 and 1970. No
records of those two attacks were left. This time, we took the route of the southern
edge from the Tibetan side. The edge is a border between Bhutan and China,

3. From BC to Cl, we climbed a meadow and moraine beside a glacial lake, and then
went up the glacier with lots of seracs.

4. From C1 to C2, we passed through an ice fall which was 200m high, climbed the
snowy field and reached a col on the border line. It was very foggy at the col.

5. From C2 to C3, we had to climb a big wall covered with snow to reach the south-
ern edge. We precisely followed the edge. We fixed the rope throughout the entire
route. We set up C3 behind a serac.

6. From C3 to the summit, we climbed a steep edge. We had to traverse one spot
which was just like the knife-edge. The summit was long and narrow, and was
covered with new snow.
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Hkakabo Razi, Mysterious Mountain in Myanmar

Takashi OZAKI

In the northern part of Myanmar, in the remote corner of Kachin State, a
mysterious mountain, vigin and symbolic Hkakabo Razi (5881m). For the first time
challenged in Joint riendship Exploration-Expedition Myanmar/France/Japan,
with Ozaki Family, and succeed to conquer the top on 15th September 1996. This
mountain is the highest peak in Myanmar.

Takashi Ozaki, expedition leader did a recongition, with his son Makoto (10
years old) and two Myanmar members between January and March 1995, but could
not even reach the Base Camp due to deep snow and bad waather. Almost no data
could confirm its reality. This mountain was mysterious, like defended from the
human invasion by subtropical rain forest, numerous tumultuous rivers and very
steep valleys.

The same year, in August, the first endeavour is made by the north side of
Hkakabo Razi during the heavy rainy season. From the Base Camp, they shape up
the route by a “Grand Pilier d’Angle”, and cross a pass to reach the upper glacier
covered by seracs. They could reach 5100 meters high, near the submittal ridge, but
finally had to retreat, and re-challenging again in 1996.

18th of July start from Yangon to walk from Putao about one month in the
jungle and arrive to Base Camp on 20th August. Immediately, from the next day,
they start to make the route to reach on 28th August, over 5 pitches rope to compare
with 1995, and settle the Camp II on the Bergschrund. At first they thought, it
would be easy, but the snow condition was very bad and difficult due to the high
temperature. Snow ledge was very fragile and to escape, they had to trace alternat-
ing from left to right (South to North) on the submittal ridge. Gas stove troubles
made them stop this expedition for days, but 10th of September they started again.
On 12th September, leader Takashi Ozaki and Nyama Gyaltsen, Myanmar member,
entered the final camp, where they were stocked by falling snow and bad weather
for two days continue. Ultimately, they reached the summit of Hkakabo Razi at 3.12
pm on 15th September. After three years' effort to realise this challenge, Hkakabo
Razi is no more a mysterious mountain.



THE DEVELOPMENT AND NATURE PRESERVATION
MOVEMENT OF MT. CHOKAI

Focusing on the Investigative Documents Concerning
the Habitat of the Inuwash (Golden Eagle).
by the Committee of Nature Preservation

Mt. Chokai is a well-known mountain in the northeast region of Japan. The
mountain covers a large area, spreading between the prefectures of Yamagata and
Akita with its lower slopes being washed by the Sea of Japan.

At th coldest time of winter the seasonal wind blows and hits the mountain
bringing heavy snowfalls which keep most people away. Even during the hottest time
of summer the remains of the snow cap can still be seen, together with green marsh
lands, ponds and a high-altitude lake. The beautiful mountain crest stretches along
the coastline of the sea, with contrasting rocky peaks and deep green valleys
providing a wonderful variety of scenic views which continue to allure and fascinate
people year after year.

Many alpine plants, such as Chokai-fusuma, the forests, bird life and animals,
are all representatives of a rich ecosystem and the wealth of nature. All these can be
found on Chokai mountain.

In 1984 the local town of Yahata, Yamagata prefecture, began to plan a large
scale ski resort on the southern slopes of the mountain. The following year a leading
developer, Kokudo, KK, with governmental support of the prefecture, made
preliminary plans for the resort.

However, the local “Mount Chokai Environmental Protection Society”,
represented by Mr. Shoji lkeda, began a signature-collecting campaign opposing the
resort development. The campaign faced an uphill fight because many local residents
wanted economic progress through building a ski resort. The movement persevered
and in 1990 at the Alpine Club nature preservation meeting held at Mishima,
Shizuoka prefecture, Mr. Junji Sato (a member of the Yamagata branch) reported
" on the need for support from the Alpine Club.

On receiving this report, the Japanese Alpine Club issued a protest against the
development to the Minister of Environment, the Governor of Yamagata prefecture
and the mayor of Yahata. Obtaining the support of the Alpine Club's Nature
Preservation Committee became the turning point for this whole movement.

The opposition against the proposed development plan was then taken up by the
local T.V. and media. This in turn made local residents aware of the importance of

environmental problems and greatly encouraged those who were actively involved in
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the movement from the very start. When it was discovered that the proposed ski re-
sort area was the habitat of the golden eagle, an endangered species from the Red
Data book, this then became the main objective for those working on the issue.

A golden eagle investigation group was organized with Mr. Sato as the leader.
As a result 268 days of research over a period of 3 years, including working in
extreme hot and cold weather conditions, the group finally located a nest. This was
important evidence to help their cause. Furthermore, the eagles were raising their
young annually with success in propagation.

The excellent quality of the natural environment was further grounds for
protection.

Once more the environmental assessment was questioned. Finally, after eleven
years of hard work, in July 1997 Kokudo KK gave up their battle of developing the
ski resort. The enforcement of the development plan for a resort then became even
more difficult.

With the decline in the national economy, many similar development plans be-
came impossible and together with the increasing concern over environmental issues,
helped to save Chokai mountain. However, the long environmental battle succeeded
because of the cooperation and hard work of the local environmental activist
campingner, Mr. Jiro Yamada (then Alpine Club president), Mr. Masanobu Sawai
(Alpine Club chairman), Mr. Tsunehiro Matsumoto (Alpine Club director) and
Mr. Murakami, Mr. Ohashi and Mr. Umezu (successive heads of Yamagata branch).
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Andrew J Pollard

and David R Mur-

doch

Andy Fanshawe and

Stephen Venables
Geeta Kapadia

Thomas Wharton
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Constable and
oo,

Climbers' Club
Armchair
Adventure
Press

Ferrari Edit-

rice

Tasker Publi-
cation

Flamingo, Har-

per Collins

Alaska North-
west Books

The University
of Michigan
Press
Constable

Constable
Crowood Press
BMC

Gill & Macmi-
llan

AAC Press
Radcliff Medi-
cal Press

The Mountain-
eers

Indus Pub Co.

Washington
Square Press

London

Germany

Italy

London

Seattle

Ann Arbor

London

Golden
Colorado

Oxford &
New York

Seattle

New Delhi

Washington
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E 96-013

£ 96-014

E 96-015

E 96-016

E 96-017

E 96-018

E 96-019

E 96-020

E 96-021

E 96-022

E 96-023

E 96-024

E 96-025

E 96-026

E 96-027

E 96-028

E 96-029

E 96-030

E 96-031

E 96-032

A S8

Ice World—Techniques and
Experiences of Modern lce
Climbing

I May Be Some Time Ice and
the English Imagination

In the Himalayas—Journeys
through Nepal, Tibet and
Bhutan

Into the Blue—A Climbers’
Club Guide to Deep Water
Soloing in Dorset

John Muir— His Life and
Letters and Other Writings

Karakoram—Graphic Index of
Maps

Lakeland Fells (The) —The
Fell and Rock Climbing
Club's complete illustrated
guide for walkers

Langtang with Gosainkund &
Helambu

Lost Tribe (The) —A Search
through the Jungles of Papua
New Guinea

Magic Mountains

Masino, Bregaglia, Disgrazia
—Montagne per Quattro
Stagioni

Mountain Footfalls—A Calen-
dar of the Scottish Hills

Mountain Holidays

Mountains of Central Spain
(The)

Mont Blane Massif (The)—
The 100 Finest Routes

Night on the Ground, a Day
in the Open (A)

Over the Hills and Far Away

Portrait of Leni
Riefenstahl (A)

Quest for Kim—In Search of
Kipling's Great Game
Return of John Macnab (The)

Jeff Lowe

Francis Spufford
Jeremy Bernstien
Cook, Robertson &
Taylor

Edited and intro-

duced by Terry
Gifford

Servei General
d’'Informaticio de
Muntanya

Ed. June Parker &
Tim Pickles

Kev Reynolds

Edward Marriott

Rennie McOwan
Gianluea Maspes

and Giuseppe
Miotti

lan Mitchell

Janet Adam Smith
Jacqueline Oglesby
Gaston Rébuffat
Doug Robinson
Rob Collister
Audrey Salkeld

Peter Hopkirk

Andrew Greig

The Mountain-
Beers

Faber

Swan Hill
Press

Climbers' Club

Baton-Wicks
The Mountain-
eers

S.G.d'L de
Muntanya

The Ernest
Press

Cicerone

Picador

Mainstream
Ramponi Arti
Grafiche

Mercat Press

The Ernest
Press
Cicerone Press

Baton Wicks

Mountain
N'Air Books

The Ernest
Press

Jonathan Cape

dJohn Murray

Headline
Review

Seattle

London

Shrewsbury,
England

London

London
Seattle

Spain

Holyhead

London

FEdinburgh
Sondrio

Holyhead
Wales

London
London
California
Holyhead
Wales
London

London



E 96-033

E 96-034
E 96-035

E 96-036

E 96-037

E 96-038

E 96-039

K 96-040

E 96-041

E 96-042

E 96-043
E96-044

E 96-045

Right Mountain (The) —
Lessons from Everest on the
Real Meaning of Success

Rope (The)

Ruwenzori Discovery (The)
Luigi Amedeo de Savoia Duca
Degli Abruzzi

Scottish Winter Climbs

SPITI— Adventures in the
Trans-Himalaya

Spy on the Roof of the World
Storms of Silence

Terra Incognita—Travels in
Antarctica

Trekkers' Handbook (The)

View from the Edge (The) —

Life and Landscapes of Bever-

ly Johnson

Walking in the Haute Savoie
Walking to the Mountain—A
Pilgrimage to Tibet's Holy
Mountain, Kailash

Wonders of the Karakorum

Jim Hayhurst

Terry Gifford
Roberto Mantovani

Andy Nisbet and
Rab Anderson

Harish Kapadia
Sydney Wignall
Joe Simpson

Sara Wheeler
Thomas R Gilchrist

Gabriela Zim

Janette Norton
Wendy Teasdill

Pervez A. Khan
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G 95-026

G 95-027

G 95-028

G 95-029

G 95-030

G 95-031

G 95-032

G 95-033

Abenteuer Trekking—Nepal

Abenteuer Trekking—
Neuseeland

Abenteuer Trekking—
Pyrenden

Abenteuer Trekking —Irland

Abenteuer Trekking —USA-
West mit Rocky Mountains
Alles im Griff— Kletter-
stories

Alpen (Die)— Andersent-
decken. Nachhaltig gestalten
(Magazin der Universitit
Ziirich Nr.2/95)
Baumzeit—Magier, Mythen
und Mirakel

Banzhaf, Bernhard ;

Brunner, Armin

Banzhaf, Bernhard;

Brunner, Armin
Banzhaf, Bernhard ;
Brunner, Armin
Banzhaf, Bernhard ;
Brunner, Armin

Banzhaf, Bernhard;
Brunner, Armin

Pasold, Achim ; Mai-

lander, Nicholas
Degonda, Lucia

Eggmann, Verena;
Steiner, Bernd

B H e —— K Al

Sr. John Wiley New York
& Sons

Red Beck Press

CAI

Scottish

Mountaineer-

ing Club

Indus Publish- New Delhi
ing

Canongate Edinburgh
Jonathan Cape London
The Mountain- Seattle
eers

Jonathan Cape London
Cicerone London
Moutain N'Air California
Books

Cicerone London
Asia 2000 Hong Kong
Ferozsons Rawalpindi
Bruckmann Miinchen
Verlag

Bruckmann Miinchen
Verlag

Bruckmann Miinchen
Verlag

Bruckmann Miinchen
Verlag

Bruckmann Miinchen
Verlag

Panico Alpin-  Koéngen
verlag

Unipresssedi-  Ziirich
enst

Werd Verlag  Ziirich

A99



G 95-034

G 95-035

G 95-036

G 95-037

G 95-038

G 95-039

G 95-040

G 95-041

G 95-042

G 95-043

G 95-044

G 95-045

G 95-046

G 95-047

G 95-048

Berner Oberland und seine
Photografen (Das)

Gehliiste

Geschichten

Karten lesen—Ein Handbuch
zu den Landeskarten

Klettereien in den Gastlo-
sen— Escalades dans les
Gastlosen

Lot (Im)—Grenzgiinge in
Fels und Eis
Ossola-Téler—Zwischen Lago
Maggiore und Monte Rosa
Ritikon Kletterfithrer

Senkrecht gegen die Zeit—
Die Eroberung des
Unsichtbaren

Slowenien entdecken
Spiel der Geister
Siidtirol—Dolomiten
Verreiste Berge—Kultur

und Tourismus im
Hochgebirge

Wanderfithrer durch den Sch-

weizerischen Nationalpark

Zlatorog—Eine Sage aus den
Julischen Alpen

Hugger, Paul
Steiner, Gertraud

Innerschweizer
Schriftsteller-
verband

Gurtner, Martin

Clément-Gobet-
Philipona

Jourdan, Frank
Schmid, Hans
Lietha, Andres

Bubendorfer,
Thomas

Strigl, Egmont
Simpson, Joe
Tappeiner, Jakob

Luger, Kurt und
Inman, Karin

Robin, Klaus

Baumbach, Rudolf

IWEREBS— KA VB 1996 4

G 96-001

(G 96-002

G 96-003

G 96-004

A 100

Alpen (Die)—Nach Gebrauch
wegwerfen

AVF Sella—Langkofel extrem

Berg '97, Alpenvereinsjahr-
buch von DAV, OeAV, AVS

Biindner Bergfiihrer

Bodini, Gianni

Goedeke, Richard

Landes, Marianne
und Elmar
Philipp, Hans;
Matossi, René

Verlag Krebser

Otto Miiller
Verlag

Raeber Verlag

SAC-Verlag
und Bundesant
fiir Landestopo-
graphie

Verlag
EDIGAST

Panico
Alpinverlag

Bergverlag
Rother

Panico
Alpinverlag

Herbig

Trescher
Verlag

Schweizer
Verlagshaus
Verlag
Tappeiner
Studien Verlag

Edition
Cratschla
Zernez

Slavica Verlag

Edition
Léhwenzahn

Bergverlag
Rother

Bergverlag
Rudolf Rother

Verlag E.

Sutter-Lehmenn

Thun
Salzburg

Luzern

Bern

Rossens

Kingen
Miinchen
Kéngen

Miinchen

Berlin
Ziirich
Lana

Innsbruck

Chur

Miinchen

Innsbruck

Miinchen

Miinchen

Grindelwald



G 96-005

G 96-006

G 96-007

G 96-008

(G 96-009

G 96-010

G 96-011

G 96-012

G 96-013

G 96-014

G 96-015

G 96-016

G 96-017

G 96-018

G 96-019

Clubfithrer—Zentralschweiz-
erische Voralpen

Erhard Loretan—Den Bergen
verfallen (14 Achttausender
erobert)

Flora Helvetica

Ich bin so alt wie
das Jahrhundert

Jungfrau—Zauberberg der
Minner

Kanada—der Westen
Klettersteigatlas Alpen
Kongressband Psyche & Berg

Landwirtschaft im Alpenraum
—unverzichtbar, aber
zukunftslos?

Lirche, ein intimes
Baumportrit (Die)

Schweizer plaisir (4 2 )

Sportklettern in den Alpen

Sternenhimmel 1997 (Der)

Wildspitz-Buet-Osorno{ Alpen,
Anden, Atlas—Bergsteigeri-
sche Hohepunkte

Zuriick (Nie) —Nordpol-
Mount Everest-Siidpol-3
Fluchtpunkte

Auf der Maur,
Willy

Loretan, Erhard;
Ammann, Jean

Lauber, K. und
Wagner, G.

Lanz, Heidi; De
Meester, Liliane;
Ulrich Inderbinen

Anker, Daniel

Raach, Karl-Heinz;

Teuschl, Karl
Hiisler, Eugen E.

Ladenbauer
Wollgang

Bétzing, Werner

Schloeth,
Robert

Von Kinel, Jiirg

Mathis, Peter;
Roeper, Malte

Hiigh, Ernst ; Hans
Roth u. Karl
Stédeli

Horber, Ruedi

Messner, Reinhold

LWENEB®—7 5/ XE 19954

F95-018

F 95-019

F 95-020

F 95-021

Aréne Blanche (L")

Citadelles d’altitude—ran-
données vers les forts des
Alpes

50 randonnées a ski autour
de Briancon

Curios pader (11)

Marie Chalon

Patrick Gendey et
Pascal Kober

René Kehres

Pater Placidus a
Spescha

I EHES— 5 208

SAC-Verlag

Paulus Verlag

Verlag Haupt

Rothen Verlag

AS Verlag
Stiirtz-Verlag

J. Berg bei
Bruckmann

Dr. W. Laden-

bauer

Blackwell
Verlag

AT Verlag

Edition Fili-
dor
Kompass-
Verlag
Verlag Birk-
héuser

Eigenverlag
Ruedi Horber

BLV Verlags-
gesellschalt

Editions
Glénat

Ed. Didier
Richard

Ed. R. Kehres

Verlag
Biindner
Monatsblatt

Bern

Freiburg

Bern,
Stuttgart,
Wien

Visp
Ziirich
Miinchen
Miinchen

Wien

Berlin,

Wien

Aarau
Reichenbach
Miinchen
Basel
Nieder-
scherli

Miinchen

Grenoble

Grenoble

Briangon

Chur

A0l



F 95-022

F 95-023

F 95-024

I 95-025

F 95-026

F 95-027

F 95-028

F 95-029

F 95-030

F 95-031

F 95-032

F 95-033

F 95-034
F 95-035

F 95-036

F 95-037

F 95-038

F 95-039

F 95-040

F 95-041

F 95-042
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Encantats

Entre alpages et glaciers—
120 sommets pour randon-
neurs Vanoise-Beaufortain
Grandes aventures de I'Hima-
laya (Les)—Tome 1 (Anna-
purna, Nanga Parbat, K2)
Grandes aventures de I'Hima-
laya (Les)—Tome 2 (Everest,
Cho Oyu, Dhaulagiri, Ogre)
Grandes Pyrénées (Les)
Himalaya

Image de montagne, 52 secrets
pour réussir vos photos (L")
Lacs de montagne en Haute-
Savoie/Mont-Blane

Lacs de montagne— Savoie

et Haute-Savoie

Lexique multilingue—alpi-
nisme, escalade, ski-alpi-
nisme, randonnée en haute
montagne, raquette a neige,
descente de torrents

Mémoires d'en haut
Métiers des pays de Savoie

Montagnes Rocheuses (Les)
Mustang

Plus belles ascensions dans
le monde (Les)
Randonnée—30 balades en
famille dans le Beaufortain
Randonnée—30 balades en
famille autour de Tignes-
Val-d'lsére

Randonnée—30 balades en
famille dans le Val d'Arly
Randonnée—30 balades en

famille autuor de Morzine,
Les Gets et vallée d'Aulps

Raquette & neige (La)

Refuges des Alpes
du Léman a Grenoble

Rob Day et Didier
Sorbé

Marie-Claire et
James Merel

Maurice Herzog

Maurice Herzog

Alain Bourneton
Nicholas Luard

Christophe Daylat
et Philippe Royer

M. Gonthier et
J.-M. Lamory

Serge Coupé et
Jean-Pierre
Martinot

Christiane Tetet

Paul-Louis Rousset

Gilles Lansard et
Bruno Auboiron

Iwahashi Takashi

Phillippe
Montillier

Chris Bonington et
Audrey Salkeld
Jean-Marie Jeudy

Hervé Ruffinati

Roger Hémon

Jean-Mare Lamory

Jean-Mare Lamory

Agnés Couzy et
Claude de Merville

Ed. De Fau-
compret

Ed. J. Merel

fid. Glénat

fid. Glénat

fid. Glénat

Editions du
Rocher

d. Didier
Richard
Ed. Didier
Richard
[id. Glénat

Ed. P.-L.
Rousset
Ed. Edisud

Editions Solar

Editions de
la Boussole

Fid. Arthaud

fid. Didier
Richard
Ed. Didier
Richard

Ed. Didier
Richard

Ed. Didier
Richard

fid. Didier
Richard

fd. Glénat

Bourg-
Saint-

Maurice
(GGrenoble

Grenoble

Grenoble

Grenoble
Grenoble

Grenoble

Meylan

Aix-en-
Provence

Grenoble
Girenoble

Grenoble

Grenoble

Grenoble

Grenoble

Grenoble



Jean-Marie Jeudy

1996 4=

Loury, J.-P. Potron,

R. Settimo

Gilles Modica
Volodia
Shahshahani

Steve Hoper

Louis Lachenal

Constantin
Tsipiras

Pierre Faivre et
Christophe Billon

Marc Batard et
Frangoise Skot-
nicka

Monique Rebiffé

Jean-Claude
Raibaud

Intro. by Bernard
Pierre

Brenas, D.
Condevaux et
P. Duverney

Frangois Labande
Christophe Ancey
Roger Frison-Roche
et Sylvain Jouty
Michel Mestre

Jean-Marie Choffat

Véronique Place

F95-043 Vanoise (La)
WENEER—7 5/ R5E
F96-001 ABCdaire du Mercantour (L) D. Canestrier, N.
F96-002  Autour de I'Andorre en skis
F96-003 Aventuriers de la montagne
F96-004 Belledonne. Toponeige— Alpes
du Dauphiné 1
F96-005 Camp 4.
Chronigues du Yosemite
F96-006 Carnets du Vertige
F96-007 Dans les montagnes de Gréce
—Randonnée et trekking,
Grece continentale, Créte,
iles, Péloponnése
F96-008 Deux Savoies (Les)—T75 sites
pour grimper
F96-009 Envers des cimes (L")
F96-010 Escalade
F96-011 Escalade dans les Alpes-
Maritimes
F96-012 Gens de Montagne—Des
Alpes a I'Himalaya
F96-013 Grimpe en Haut-Giffre
F96-014 Guide de I'Himalaya—Népal,
Tibet, Bhoutan, Sikkim
F96-015 Guide du Haut-Dauphiné
Tome 2
F96-016 Guide neige-avalanches
F96-017 Histoire de I'alpinisme
F96-018 Histoire de I'alpinisme—
Les Alpes
F9-019 Homme debout (Un)
F96-020 Homme et la neige
autrefois (L")
F96-021 Lentement I’Amérique

Daniel Frangois

MEHEHE—7 5 > 20k

Fd. Didier
Richard

Fd. Flamma-
rion

Editions MF
Editions
Volopress
Ed. Guérin

Ed. Guérin
Ed. Olizane

fd. Franck
Mercier

Fd. Donoél

£d. Alticoop
Omnibus

fd. A compte

d'auteurs

Ed. Nouvelles
Editions de
I'Université

Ed. de I'Envol
fd. Edisud

Fditions
Arthaud
Lditions
Edisud
Editions
Volopress
Ed. Bibliothé-
que de travail
Ed. A-M.
Frangois

Grenoble

Paris

Grenoble
Chamonix

Chamonix
Genéve

Annecy

Paris

Nice

Paris

Paris

Alx-en-
Provence
Paris

Aix-en-
Provence
Grenoble

Bagneux
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F 96-022

F 96-023
I 96-024

F 96-025

196-026

F96-027

F 96-028

F96-029

F 96-030

F96-031
1 96-032
F 96-033
F 96-034
F 96-035
F 96-036
F 96-037

F 96-038
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Mots du Champsaur
—Hautes-Alpes
Paysan sans terre

Plus belles randonnées des
Cévennes (Les)

Randonnées insolite— Alpes-
Provence- Ardéche-Corse

Randonnée mode d'emploi

Récits et nouvelles des
montagnes

Refuges des Alpes—de
I'Oisans a la Méditerranée

Ski de montagne en Dauphiné

Ski de randonnée. 134 itiné-
raires de ski-alpinisme (en)
Savoie

Ski de randonnée pour tous—
Séjours dans les Alpes

Sommets du Mont-Blanc—Les
plus belles courses, de

facile a difficile

Suisse plaisir—Tome 1 Ouest
Suisse plaisir—Tome 2 Est
Tambours de Katmandu (Les)

30 traces gourmandes sur les
sentiers dauphinois

Vie de guide

Voyage au coeur du Mont
Blanc

Claudette Germi

Roger Canac
Chantal Chivas

Pierre Millon

Hugh Mac Manners

Agnés Couzy et
Claude de Merville

Jean-Pierre
Bonfort

Emmanuel Cabau

Bruno Auboiron

Jean-Louis Laroche
et Florence Lelong

Jiirg von kénel
Jiirg von kénel
Gérard Toffin

Eric Merlen et
Thomas Lemot

Albert Tobey

Pierre Tairraz et
Mario Colonel

Editions Ellug

fd. Glénat
fid. Glénat

fd. Glénat

fid. Editions du
Sport

Ed. MF
fd. Glénat

Diffusion
Didier-
Richard
Fditions
Olizane

Fd. Edisud

£d. Glénat

Ed. Filidor
Ed. Filidor
Ed. Payot

Ed. Didier
Richard

Ed. Claude
Alzieu

fd. Frank
Mercier

Grenoble

Grenoble

Grenoble

Grenoble

Paris

Grenoble

Grenoble

Genéve

Alx-en-
Provence
Grenoble

Reichenbach
Reichenbach
Paris
Grenoble

Grenoble

Annecy
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