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Current Trends and Future Predictions for Climbing in the United
States

Chirstian Beckwith

I've been asked to talk today about current standards of climbing in the United
States and what they could mean in the years to come. At first [ thought that it
would be impossible to talk about climbing in the U.S. without including the entire
continent of North America, because to talk about Yosemite without mentioning
Baffin Island, or to discuss access problems in Hueco Tanks, Texas, without discuss-
ing what it has meant for the exploration of Mexico's cliffs, is to miss much of what
is naturally connected in the American climber's mind. The automobile is to the
American climber what the aerial tram is to the Alp’s Auguille du Midi or the Sherpa
is to the Himalayan expedition, and with a car the entire spectrum of climbing is pos-
sible, from big walls to free climbs to mixed routes to mountain epics, in America,
yes, but also in Mexico and Canada. Influences, too, flow freely across geopolitical
borders, so that the hard new Canadian ice and mixed routes play as sirens’ songs to
climbers in Montana and Wyoming, and the promise of warm limestone walls in El
Portrero Chico, Mexico, lures American climbers locked in winter's frigid embrace
south. But I will attempt to follow the constraints I have been given, because if I did-
n’'t I might have to buy my own rounds of sake tonight, and that is a thing I quite

wish to avoid.

Unfortunately, there is one thing that sets the climbing in the U.S. apart from
that of the rest of the continent, and that is the matter of access. Hand-in-hand with
climbing’s increasing visibility in mainstream media has come greater scrutiny from
the regulatory agencies that administer the lands upon which we climb. In Mexico,
climbing is still an anomaly practiced mainly by visiting foreigners, while in Canada,
perhaps because it a less litiginous society than is the U.S., climbing access has not
yet become an issue, but in the U.S., the last couple of years has witnessed an un-
precedented series of challenges to our right to climb. Battles are being fought by the
American climbing community today against aggressive efforts to institute fees,
control movement and “administer” climbing by bureaucracies around the country.
To the American climber, particularly those who enjoy the historical notion of
climber as outsider living at the edges of American society, the realization that
climbing's popularity has placed us squarely in the middle of the American society
with all its inherent rules and politics has been a severe one. There are signs for hope,
but there are more signs that the next years will be contentious ones for the
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American climber.

Two cases illustrate the current political landscape. The Hueco Tanks State
Historical Park, outside El Paso, Texas, is home to North America’s largest concen-
tration of painted mask rock art, and is considered a highly significant archeological
site for Native Americans. It has also been, since the early 1980s, America's premier
bouldering area and a favorite wintering spot for climbers, In 1998, citing the protec-
tion of rock art as the main reason, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TWPD) closed climbing at Hueco to all but a highly limited number of people per
day. The decision came as a shock to the climbing community, but despite extensive
efforts to overturn or at least reduce the restrictions, TWPD remained adamantly
opposed to climbers’ interests. In fact, in September, 1999, the TWPD announced that
40 new rock art sites had been identified at the Park and gave indication that the
findings only underscored the need for further restrictions on climbing. Ongoing
dialogues between climbing organizations and the TWPD have cost the climbing
community considerable time and money, but there is little hope that the wonderful
desert ambiance and the incredible bouldering so special to clumbers from around the
world will be open any time in the near future.

At the other end of the spectrum is a well-publicized fight for the heart of
Yosemite Valley. Perhaps no area in the country has meant as much to climbing as
Yosemite, with its immaculate granite walls, beautiful crack lines and fundamental
lessons waiting for all who venture onto its routes, but in 1997, Camp 4, the tradi-
tional campground for climbers, was threatened with development that would have
irrevocably changed the nature of a Valley climbing experience. One man stood up
against the threat : Tom Frost, photographer, inventor, the first ascensionist of the
Salathé and North America walls in Yosemite as well as Ama Dablam and the South
Face of Annapurna in the Himalaya, sued the National Park Service to prevent the
development. The lawsuit was joined by The American Alpine Club, who later filed
an application to have Camp 4 declared a National Historic Site. Today, Camp 4 is eli-
gible for the National Register of Historic Places, which guarantees it from en-
croaching development. The victory was celebrated by climbers from around the
country, but there remain larger battles to come. They include a proposed ban on
fixed anchors in Wilderness lands that would make it illegal to rappel from man
made protection in some of our most popular mountains, reservation systems in na-
tional parks that would necessitate paperwork far in advance of any actual climb,
and the institution of reservation-only camping permits in areas like City of Rocks,
Idaho, a park that sees its predominant use from climbers. The good news is that
American climbers have united to deal with many of these issues in admirable ways.
The bad news is the battles have only begun. Getting climbers together for any
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reason has been likened to trying to herd a roomful of kittens, but the reality for the
American climber is that political organization is our only hope if we are to maintain
access to our favorite climbing areas.

Against that admittedly bleak backdrop, there was a lot of great climging going
on in the States in the last few years. On the free climbing front, perhaps no climb
in recet memory has so electrified the American climbing scene as the first free as-
cent, followed by the first one-day free ascent, of what is arguably the most famous
¢limb in the world. In 1993, Lynn Hill, a diminutive, intelligent, and exceptionally
talented woman who pushed her personal limits while winning the World Cup three
consecutive times, retired from competitive climbing and set her sights on returning
to her roots as a traditional climber. To do this, she set out to scoop the long-coveted
goal of freeing the Nose route on El Capitan in Yosemite. Since its first ascent in 1958
by Warren Harding, Wayne Merry and George Whitmore, among others, the Nose
has come to embody the hopes and aspirations of two generations of climbers, and
while significant free attempts had been recorded on El Cap before Hill began hers,
it is appropriate that it was her efforts on El Cap’s first route that heralded the be-
ginning of a new Golden Era in Yosemite. Since her ascent, which she made all-free
at 5.13b (Scotty Burke, who last year managed to free every pitch after 261 days of
effort, suggests that 5.14b is closer to the mark), climbers have begun to look at the
Big Stone with different eyes, and a number of other routes have gone free : The
Salathé, El Nifio, Free Rider, and this year's Leo Holding route, Passage to Freedom,
which attains El Cap Tower at hard 5.13. American climbers have been noticeably ab-
sent from the development of the new free push on El Cap ; only the Salathé has seen
a verified American ascent, and that by a young 2l-year-old powerhouse Tommy
Caldwell (your own Yuji Hirayama made the successful third ascent of the route);
but the buzz is on, and the country’s best climbers are again turning their attention
to the granite crucible from which so much influence has traditionally emerged.

Perhaps because most of El Cap's aid lines have already been climbed, Yosemite
is enjoying a renaissance in other areas as well, with repercussions that will undoubt-
edly be felt outside the confiners of the Valley. In a 1963 article in The American
Alpine Journal, Yvon Chouinard, one of the pioneers of the Golden Era of Yosemite
climbing, wrote, “Yosemite Valley will, in the near futuer, be the training ground for
a new generation of superalpinists who will venture forth to the high mountains of
the world to do the most esthetic and difficult walls on the face of the earth.” That
prediction has been born out by the scores of aid climbers who have attended the
University of Yosemite and gone forth to Patagonia, Pakistan, Baffin Island, and be-
yond, putting up hard routes that drew upon the lessons they learned in the Valley.
New aid routes continue to go up every year on El Cap——six were established last
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year alone, including the first girdle traverse——but they are increasingly “squeeze
plays” that connect established routes with pitches of new climbing. Valley regulars
who these days scan the Greater Ranges for their big walls, are still carrying out
Chouinard's predictions, but today there are more exciting developments afoot that
have evolved past simple aid climbing, and these developments are forging new para-
digms that will show up in other areas around the world in the vears to come.

Chris McNamara, a 21-year-old of immense talents, has been at the forefront of
one of these developments : speed climbing. Along with a number of other Yosemite
climbers, McNamara, or “Big Mac”, as he is commonly known, has been engaging in
a game of one-upmanship that has resulted in speed ascents of routes in dazzling
times. For the modern speed climber, it is no longer enough to climb the most diffi-
cult aid routes on El Cap : the new challenge is to climb them as rapidly as possible.
The players involved work within an arena with which they are profoundly comfort-
able, and employ techniques that are becoming increasingly sophisticated, to speed
up the 3000 feet of El Cap in times as little as a few hours on routes that traditionally
take a number of days. While it is unclear at this point exactly how much of this type
of climbing is applicable to objectives outside the Valley, certain developments will
work their way into climbing at large in the future, allowing for safer, faster, more
efficient climbing wherever they are applied.

Another aspect of American climbing that is being pushed in the Valley is clean
climbing, with clean ascents of routes that were traditionally climbed with pitons,
copperheads, and the like beginning to carry a certain cachet. Reports on first clean
ascents are beginning to appear in the climbing magazines, expanding a phenomenon
that began in 1967 with an article that appeared in Patagonia’s catalogue expound-
ing the use of nuts to avoid the damage pins cause to the rock. The trend can only be
commended, particularly agencies’ growing scrutiny of climbing practices and how
they affect the environment, but again, how this plays out in the years to come is less
than clear.

But all is not sunny granite in America, and all climbers are not content with the
sweeping rock walls of Yosemite. In winter months, the thoughts of alpinists turn to
ice, and mixed climbing——the application of ice tools and crampons to routes com-
prising both ice and rock——has been one of the most exciting new developments in
the American climbing scene. Defficult, gymnastic techniques coupled with increas-
ingly refined tools and pro, plus recent research that has altered the way ice climbers
place screws, has resulted in hard new routes in easy access venues (Vail, Ouray,
Hyalite) that feature at least as much rock as ice. One man is usually given credit for
modern developments in American ice climbing : Jeff Lowe. His route, Octopussy, a
100-foot limestone rock climb to a thin pillar of ice high on the roadside cliffs of Vail,
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Colorado, riveted attentions on a new realm of possibilities on the winter crags.

Just as alpinists have traditionally prepared for hard new mountain routes by
developing their skills on smaller cliffs close to home, so, too, are they using the new
tools and mentality of ice climbing to prepare for the mixed routes of the future. The
route that stands out most as a direct application of modern mixed techniques to a
big mountain objective was the 1997 route A Pair of Jacks on the north face of Mt.
Kennedy. The 6,000-foot face lies on the border of Alaska and Canada, isolated from
popular climbing areas, frigidly cold, as imposing a position as can be imagined. Jack
Tackle and Jack Roberts, two alpinists who have established some of the finest
climbs in Alaska of the last 20 years, chose the north face of Kennedy as an objective
on which they could apply the tricky practices of mixed climbing they studied on
their home crags. The climb involved the use of portaledges, difficult mixed climbing,
one dropped crampon, and a harrowing two-day storm that prevented them from
reaching the summit, but it perfectly illustrated the possibilities open to the modern
alpinist who is willing to approach big projects with lessons learned at the crags back
home. These mindsets have made imposing objectives such as the north face of Mr.
Hunter, modern testpieces. They will result in harder and harder routes in Alaska in
the years to come.

While a number of climbers will undoubtedly be authoring those futuristic
routes, it is Steve House, a motivated young guide out of Washington state, who has
pushed the imagination the most in recent years. In 1995, '96, and '97, while guiding
on Denali, North America's highest peak, House put up three new routes in three
years, including the brilliant solo Beauty is a Rare Thing on the northwest face of
the west buttress, all with the same philosophy : that by going ultra-light, elimbing
at night when it is cold and napping during the warmest part of the day to avoid the
need for sleeping bags, and finishing off routes in single pushes, sometimes up to 36
hours at a stretch, a climber travels lighter, faster, and thus stands a better chance
of success. Since then, his new routing has continued, both in Alaska and in Canada,
and his recent climbs, which include the Gift (That Keeps on Giving) on Mt. Bradley
in Alaska's Ruth Gorge, attest to his fantastic ability.

These are all individual examples of climbs that have emerged as defining
moments in the last ten years of American climbing. They were helped by advances
in equipment, clothing, foods, and drugs, all of which allow today's climber to move
more efficiently over more difficult terrain than was possible a generation ago. New

techniques also played a part techniques that will undoubtedly become part of
climbing’s regular bag of tricks in the years to come. But more important than re-
fined techniques, stronger equipment, lighter gear, or concentrated drink mixes is

the vision necessary to see what no other climber can see, and the boldness to make
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that vision a reality. Bold climbers, applying the techniques and tools of an age, pio-
neered these routes, routes that stand as landmarks along climbing's path. And it
will be bold climbers who take climbing into its next chapter.

Climbing evolves incrementally, not revolutionarily, with one or two exceptional
climbs pushing the sport forward every year. Those incremental changes, however,
result in a standard of climbing difficult to imagine from one generation to the next.
So, the question I'm supposed to address now is, what will it all look like in my coun-
try in a generation’s time? The obvious answer is that people will continue to build
on the efforts of the pioneers as they have always done, which means the milestone
routes of today will be the classic routes of tomorrow. People will take the imagina-
tion necessary to climb a new free route on El Cap and apply it to Colorado’s Black
Canyon of the Gunnison and the Diamond on Longs Peak ; they will take the mixed
climbing techniques learned in Vail, in Ouray, in Hyalite Canyon, mix it with the
speed climbing learned in the Valley, and apply both to great Alaskan objectives,
such as the south face of Mt. Logan and the east face of Mt. McKinley. The pioneers,
meanwhile, will author bold new routes that push climbing to an even higher level.
The result will be a standard of climbing that is difficult to envision today.

But there is one thing that I think will stay constant. The spirit of climbing, that
ephemeral curiosity that dares to encounter a situation where the outcome is uncer-
tain, exists at the very heart of what we do, regardless of the year of a person's na-
tionality or ability. Climbers know that to measure yourself in such circumstances
you in ways you cannot imagine, and such knowledge will always be that which
pushes us forward, into those soaring mountains that pierce the sky, not to mention
our own imaginations. Wherever the future takes us, the climbing spirit will be
there, creating masterpiece routes on the edge of failure——and pushing us ever for-
ward into the next great adventure,

The Untrodden Mountains in West Sichuan, China

Tamotsu Nakamura

“TODAY the map has no more secrets.” ldle minds repeat that parrot phase.

But who knows all Tibet, or its far-away frontier on western China? Even its own

prayer-muttering tribes know only their own bleak, wind-swept valleys- (The
National Geographic Magazine, February 1930, Washington, D.C.)

This is an opening paragraph of Joseph F. Rock's journey seeking the mysteri-

ous mountain, Amnyi Machen. The venture was carried out three-quarter century

ago. However, the readers’ attention is invited to the fact that even today the Rock'’s
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words may apply widely through Tibetan territories of Southwest China. Once being
off the beaten tracks in the remote regions of Southeast Tibet and West Sichuan, you
would meet untouched stunning peaks and hidden valleys with beautiful forests, pas-
tures and, in some places, historic lamaseries.

This article has been worked out to introduce less-known mountains of West
Sichuan (formerly Eastern Tibet) in two parts.

I. Hengduan Mountains East * Unclimbed Peaks in Sichuan Province

Being different from Southeast Tibet where all the 6,000 m peaks still remain
untrodden, there are only a couple of unclimbed 6,000 m peaks in Sichuan neverthe-
less countless alluring rock and snow peaks of lower than 6,000 m are waiting visits
of climbers and trekkers. In this part an outline of major mountain ranges/massifs
in the eastern part of Hengduan Mountains between Jing Sha Jiang and Min Jiang
of Upper Yangtze River is described from west to east. It is noted that, unless other-
wise specifically mentioned, all the peaks are those unclimbed.

1. Chola Shan Massif

Two 6,000 m peaks were already scaled. Mt, Chola 1 (6,186 m) was first climbed
by the joint party of Japan-China in 1987 and Mt. Chola I (6,119 m) was ascended
by an American solo climber in 1997. U.A.LI team ascended some 5,000 m peaks in
1997, However, 5,816 m peak in the northern end is unveiled, and in the west suppos-
edly remarkable rock peaks would exist that surround an old lamasery.

2. Shaluli Shan Range

This mountain range covers vast area and a boundary with the other mountain
massifs is unclear. Each massif is introduced in succession from north to south.
(1) Gangga Massif

This massif is stretched to southeast from the end of Chola Shan in the south of
Yalong Jiang. The main peak, Gangga (5,688 m) and other 5,000 m peaks have small
glaciers.

(2) Jarjinjabo Massif

The highest peak is 5,812 m and the second highest is 5,725 m. The most impres-
sive peak is a brilliant granite rock tower (5,382 m) soaring to the sky like Fitz Roy
in Patagonia.

These are located along the northern rim of wide Zhopu Pasture in the north of
Xiashe (5,833 m) Massif. To the west there are several 5,500 m peaks and to the east
a challenging fortress of Hati (5,524 m) rises proudly.

(3) Xiashe Massif

Xiashe (5,833 m), the highest peak has beautiful lakes in the southern side, while

the north face seems to attract climbers. The massif has the other 5,500~5,600 m
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peaks adjacent to Sichuan-Tibet Highway.
(4) Dangchezhengla Massif

This massif situates 15~20 kilometers away from Batang to the east. An access
to the base camp is short. Four principal peaks of 6,060, 6,033, 5,833 and 5,850 m
dominate ranging from east to west. Japanese party assaulted the highest peak from
the northern side in 1991, but the attempt was unsuccessful because of the bad
whether and danger of avalanches. Since then no one has tried to approach to the
mountains. In the southern side of the mountains a heaven lake, called Yamochouken
locates at such a high altitude as 4,800 m above sea level.
(5) Genyen Massif and neighbor mountains to the north and northwest

To the south of Sichuan-Tibet Highway between Litang plateau and Batang,
there is a vast mountain area. The highest peak , Genyen (6,204 m) that is a divine
mountain was climbed by Japanese party in 1988. However more than ten peaks of
rock and snow over 5,800 m are waiting climbers. In particular, 5,965 m peak tower-
ing like a sharp beak is magnificent and scenery of Rengo Monastery with 600 years
history surrounded by spiky rock pinacles is really enchanting.
(6) Gongga Xueshan (Kongkaling) Massif

These mountains had been known by F. Kingdon-Ward and also by Joseph Rock
since 1920's. There are three major peaks of Xianre Ri (6,032 m), Yangmaiyong
(5,958 m) and Xaruo Doje (5,958 m). Japanese party failed to climb Xianre Ri in 1989
and two Americans made a reconnaissance of Yangmaiyong in 1993. A snow pyra-
mid of complete

conical shape of Yangmaiyong which Rock called as “Jambeyang” would be one
of the most beautiful mountains in Sichuan.
3. Gongkara Shan Range

This is a small mountain range locating 30 kilometers away from Garze to the
southeast. In 1998 Japanese party made a reconnaissance of the highest peak,
Kawarani (5,992 m) and the second highest one (5,928 m) from the south. According
to the topographical map of Chinese Liberation Army (1:100,000), glaciers seems
well developed in the northern side. No other record is available.
4, Daxue Shan Range

This range is the most renowned mountains having Minya Konka (Gonnga
Shan, 7,556 m). Tibet-Qinghai Plateau ends in Daxue Shan. The scope of the range is
rather ambiguous. Each massif is introduced from north to south,
(1) Haizi Shan—"“Ja-ra"

Tibetans called Haizi Shan (5,820 m) as “Ja-ra" to signify “King of Mountains”
and many explorers took notes of this outstanding peak. The southwest side is
viewed very near from Sichuan-Tibet Highway. The north face would provide a
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possible climbing route.
(2) Mountains of Dadu River basin

Along a deep valley of Dadu He, one of the large tributaries to Yangtze River,
there exist many 5,000 m peaks to both the east and west. The highest is 5,712 m peak
in the left bank of the river. The eastern end shares a boundary with Jiaojin Shan
and Qionglai Shan Range.
(3) Cheto Shan

This is a minor mountain with the highest peak of 4,962 m locating between
Haizi Shan and Minya Konka.
(4) Lotus Flower Mountains

Although no glaciers are developed, eminent rock peaks are viewed in the north
of Kangding, a capital of Garze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. The Japanese party
climbed the highest peak of 5,704 m in 1998.
(5) Lamo-she Massif

This was called as “Mountain of Tachienlu” that is just east of Kangding. In 1993
the highest, Lamo-she (Tianhaizi Shan, 6,070 m) was scaled by Americans and the
forth highest (Shehaizi Shan, 5,878 m) was climbed by America-Canada-NZ team.
The other two peaks of 5,924 m (Baihaizi Shan) and 5,880 m are guarded with rocks
and hanging glaciers.
(6) Minya Konka (Gonnga Shan, 7,556 m) and its Satellite Peaks

All the ascents of Minya Konka, since the first ascent by Americans in 1932 till
the 6th ascent by Japanese in 1997, were made via Northwest Ridge. In 1998, how-
ever, Korean party succeeded in the Tth ascent via Northeast Ridge, which had taken
the lives of 12 Japanese climbers in three expeditions. The future problems are the
more difficult South Ridge and Southwest Ridge.

There still remain unclimbed satellite peaks over 6,000 m. The following shows
the notable peaks to be challenged.

A. Northern part: - Grosvenor 6,376 m
e Mt Edgar 6,618 m (E-Gonnga)

B. Central part:---«- Daddomain 6,380 m

------------ Longemain 6,294 m

C. Southern part == Longshan 6,684 m

swevseeNyambo Konka 6,144 m
(7) 6,079 m Massif
There is an independent massif having unclimbed 6,000 m peak in the vicinity of
Minya Konka to the south, though it is not in large scale. The highest one is 6,079 m,
the profile of which no body has glimpsed yet. To the further south, 5,584 m moun-
tain is shown in the Chinese map, but no specific information is available.
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5. Qionglai Shan Range

This range forms Min River-Dadu River divide and the highest peak is a famous
Mt. Siguniang (6,250 m) having been first ascended via East Ridge by Japanese in
1981. Japanese also first climbed the south face in 1992. The southern side of Mt.
Siguniang is now a popular place for tourists, but to the north, a splendid climbing
field is expanding along beautiful valleys. Many granite rock spires of some 5,500 m
soars peak upon peak and two major peaks of 5,892 m and 5,712 m with glaciers are
hidden in a veil in the northern end.

Apart from Mt. Siguniang, Americans climbed the following peaks.

1983+ -+ Celestial Peak (5,413 m, Tibetan name: Punyu), a complete rock pyra-

mid

1994 -«revene 5,484 m and 5,383 m peaks

1996-----++--5,666 m peak

In further north, there is an unknown massif of five 5,000 m peaks, of which the
highest is 5,527 m.
6. Min Shan Range

Min Shan is the eastern end of Hengduan Mountains near Jiuzhaigou and
Huanlong registered as UNESCO's World Heritage. The highest peak is Xuebaoding
(5,588 m) that was first climbed by Japanese in 1986. This area is no longer a field to
seek a pioneer work but tourist spots.

II.  Journey to Unknown Mountains and Valleys in South Kham

The South Kham that had belonged to Xikang Province was incorporated into
Sichuan Province in 1949 when Communist China enforced new administration.

Our trip in the first half of 2000 was focused to the unknown region of the South
Kham. A key word is “Seeking New Discoveries”, and consequently the following two
targets were programmed.

First round:-«----- Unclimbed 6,000 m peaks, Dangchezhengla Massif east of
Batang
Second round--+---- Jarjinjabo and Xiashe Massifs north of Litang Plateau

1. Dangchezhengla and Heaven Lake

Except for the satellite peaks of Minya Konka, only three mountain massifs have
unclimbed 6,000 m peaks in West Sichuan. These are Xinanre Ri (6,032 m) of Gongga
Xueshan, 6,079 m peak south of Minya Konka and Dangchezhengla.

Our party of two elder members (Total age is 132 years old.) arrived at Chengdu
via Shanghai on May 26, 2000. We were well received by Zhang brothers of Sichuan
Adventure Travel and our guide Lenny Cheung. Zhang brothers are getting reputed
in USA as the most experienced guide of rafting in both Yangtze and Tsanpo rivers.
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On May 27 we got to Kangding from Chengdu in eight hours by a Toyota Land-
cruiser via newly opened Erlangshan Tunnel.

On May 28 to 29 we proceeded westwards in the rain driving Sichuan-Tibet
Highway to Batang (2,560 m). The road maintains a high altitude over 4,000 m
about 200 kilometers long in the section of Litang Plateau. Lenny made necessary ar-
rangements for organizing our caravan at Dongba village (2,690 m) near Batang.

On May 31 a favor swung towards us as a cycle of good whether was about to
commence after it had rained several days. Our caravan could manage to depart from
Dongba and ascended a trail along the mountain ridge to the east. Our party con-
sisted of two Japanese, a Chinese guide, three Tibetans (a local secretary of
Communist Party and two muleteers), nine horses and one yak. We stayed overnight
at one of Tibetan house in Zhomba village (3,740 m).

In this season it is not easy to employ local porters and animals such as horses,
mules and yak to carry a burden because villagers are very busy in gathering cater-
pillar fungus (Chinese traditional medicine) in higher places over 4,000 m and ani-
mals are moved to high pastures for grazing. The fungus is the substantial income
source for local Tibetan people. They sell one piece at a quarter dollar.

On June 1 the fine weather came back.. The caravan started with five horses and
seven porters. The trail was ascending along the left bank of the valley to the east
through a primeval conifer forest. Sometimes appeared rhododendrons in full bloom.
In the opposite side of the valley there was an isolated lamasery. Before long the val-
ley ended being blocked with an overwhelming rock peak of 5,148 m, beyond which
there must be a heaven lake. We set up our base camp (BC) at 4,450 m near a tempo-
rary summer hut for grazing near the main stream.

On June 2 it was cloudy but often sunshiny. We pushed our way as the path
climbed up a steep zigzag slope and then followed a stream leading us to the right
shoulder of the rock peak. We must look there the only outlet of the heaven lake,
Yamouchouken (4,800 m). The horses were gasping. Off the trail we could see many
Meconopsis integrifolia of yellow flowers, but no M. horidula, so-called “Blue Poppy”
were found in any place. The writer’s diary describes as under:

“At last we reached the outlet at 10:30 am that locates in the western end of the
lake. A complete tranquility rests over the entire vicinity. No sighs of animals are
felt at all. The scenery in my front is quite different from what I have been imaging.
It is really breathtaking. In spite of early summer, the lake is almost totally frozen
and the surface is glittering in silvery white. I was reminded of the salt lakes in the
highland of Bolivian Andes and Ethiopia in East Africa. If you had one day walk
down to Jin Sha Jiang river basin from the lake, you would suddenly suffer from dry
and hot blast running up the valley. It is a wonder of the nature, indeed, in South
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Kham.”

We got off the horses and continued our march further to the east tracing a foot-
path along the northern bank of the lake until all the three peaks (6,060, 6,033 and
5,833 m from east to west) of Dangchezhengla Massif came into sight. We ceased our
trekking at the point of 4,900 m. 5,833 m peak had a large glacier. The southwest side
of the highest peak seemed not so difficult to climb. In the late afternoon we returned
to BC. We could accomplish a preliminary reconnaissance on the mountain massif.

On June 3 our caravan went down to Batang and spent one day there to be pre-
pared for the next round.

2. Heart of South Kham-Zhopu Pasture and Jarjinjabo Massif

We are apt to overlook an important thing that lies near at hand. A hidden para-
dise has existed not far away to the north from Sichuan-Tibet Highway of our main
traffic. Incidentally the local chief of Dongba village gave us the relevant informa-
tion, which was summarized as follows:

(1) Zhopu Pasture and its surrounding nature reserves are the most beautiful
in Batang County. Wide grassy valley, rock and snow mountains, prime-
val forests, a blue lake and wild animals are in a perfect harmony. It could
be compared with Jiuzhaigou.

(2) Zhopu Monastery having 700 years history is a holly place of an authentic
Red Hat sect. Now an access is possible by a vehicle as a road to carry min-
ing products has been constructed from Chalu to a silver mine beyond
Zhopu Pasture.

On June 5 we left Batang early morning for Zhopu Lamasery with a great deal
of expectation as if we were entering into a secret and isolated world, “Lost Horizon"
of James Hilton. We turned to the north at the junction of the highway to Chalu and
Zhopu. From Chalu a young officer of the local government accompanied us as a
pilot. He had a role of watching the foreigners too. Our land-cruiser went forward
along the left bank of the valley to the northeast. We passed by a hot spring where
old lamas were bathing. Plenty of conifers and oak trees grew natural in the moun-
tain. The pine-oak woods yield the same species as Japanese Pine-mushroom
(Tricholoma matsutake) that are exported to Japan. An old lamasery and then a ru-
ined stone defense tower appeared. At about 4:00 pm, the valley merged with a vast
and flat pasture where hundreds of yaks and sheep were grazing.

Zhopu Pasture is at an altitude of 4,050~4,100 m above sea level, spreading
about 20 kilometers long from NWW to SEE and 2~4 kilometers wide where
Khamba people are living their life of nomads in black tents looking after yaks, sheep
and horses. Jarjinjabo mountain massif stretches in a panoramic view over the pas-
ture. The grandeur of granite peak (5,382m) viewed in front is outstandingly
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impressive. But it is regretful that no glaciers are seen.

In late afternoon we arrived at Zhopu monastery (4,120 m), the neighborhood of
which supposedly had an atmosphere of “Shangri-La”. Many lamas and students re-
ceived us warmly but curiously, as we were the first foreigners to visit them.

On June 6 it was fine. After having taken photographs of the challenging north
face of Xiashe (5,833 m) in the early morning, we ascended a gully between granite
walls just behind the monastery to the upper lakes for some hours. It was a hard
work and we could not help turn back halfway. At 3:00 pm we had an interview with
Living Buddha who is the supreme lama in this monastery. He explained that the
monastery had been opened in 1260's A.D. and now had 30 lamas and 300 students,
of which 100 were nun. We came back to Zhopu Pasture and stayed at a villager's log
house.

On June 7 the weather was stable in the morning. We made one day trekking to
search the highest two peaks of 5,812 m and 5,725 m. Riding on horses we marched
calmly to the northwest, Fertile grasslands, yaks, sheep, black tents, Khambas girls
and Tibetan dogs were representing a typical picture of Eastern Tibet. We spent a
couple of hours in Tibetan black tent where only women and children were stationed
almost throughout the year. Tibetan females look after animals and children in the
pasture, whilst males remain in their villages to take care of houses and barley fields.

The top of 5,727 m peak is snow covered and the southern side looks gentle. A
profile of the highest 5,812 m peak seems different. The broad southeast face is
guarded with precipitous ridges and gullies with hanging glaciers. But from a climb-
ing point of view, it would not be so attractive. Further to the northwest some 5,500
m peaks are ranging. In the evening a shower came and the rambling of thunder was
heard. It noticed that the weather was changing.

On June 8 it rained. We told “Zaijian (See you again)” to warm hearted Zhopu
people. On June 10 we returned safely to Chengdu. The outcome of cur whole journey
was quite satisfactory.

Reference maps:

Map of Mountain Ranges in China, 1:6,000,000 (Chinese version)

Map of Mountain Peaks on the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau, 1:2,500,000 (English)

Map of Garze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan, 1:500,000 (Chinese)
DMAAC (USA)-TPC Aeronautical Chart, 1:500,000 (English)

Chinese Peoples Liberation Army, Topographical map, 1:50,000 & 1:100,000
(Chinese)

Russian Topographical Map, 1:100,000, 1:200,000 & 1:500,000 (Russian)
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RIMO 2000 KARAKORAM EXPEDITION
Harish Kapadia

The expedition was organised from 25 July 2000 when five Indians and four
French members finally gathered in Leh. After proper acclimatisation the team
moved to the Nubra valley to start the trek to the mountains.

Starting on 31 July the team with seven Sherpas, 38 horses and other helpers fol-
lowed the historic Central Asia Trade Route. After initial bad weather and crossing
flooded nalas the team went from Changlung-Jhingmoche-Tutiyailak-Skyangpoche
to cross Saser La. The Shyok was crossed on 6 August and the trail continued via
Chhongtash-Murgo-Kalon Chumik-Burtsa-Qazi Langar to reach Depsang La. Form
Track Junction on the Depsang plains, the Indian members visited the historic
Karakoram pass.

The trade route to Karakoram Pass is used for centuries. Nothing is known of
the early pioneers who discovered this pass. But later several Central Asian travellers
and traders passed from here in search for trade. Many used the trail for pilgrimage
to Mecca (via Leh, Srinagar, Amritsar and Mumbai!). Bones of animal littered the
route which are still seen. The difficulties of river crossings and difficulties of passes
en route are legendary and several books and stories are written about it.

On this historic Central Asia Trade Route caravans passed till 1959. The India-
China war of 1962 put the area under restriction. In the past 40 years we were per-
haps the only third civilian party to visit the Karakoram Pass. Standing on the pass
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gave a great feel of history of the by-gone trade caravans.

On 12 August the team reached Gapshan. From here two separate base camps
were established-on the South Rimo glacier (on its right bank) and on the Central
Rimo glacier (foot of the central moraine),

SOUTH RIMO GLACIER

Starting from the 15 August, the team ferried loads to the Advance Base Camp.
While the camp was being stocked, Camp 1 was established by the 17h. On the 20th
Camp 2 was occupied. After a day of bad weather, Rimo IV (7 169 m) was climbed
(third ascent) on the 23rd of August by Dr Jeff and Sherpa Pema Tsering. Lt Cdr S
Dam reached an altitude of ¢. 6 800 m before descending to help the ailing liaison of-
ficer down to ABC. The route to the summit followed the west face, approached from
the cwm between peaks Rimo I and IV.

Two cols, Lharimo Col, on the southern rim of the glacier, and Dzomsa Col, on
the northern rim of the south Rimo glacier, were reached on 24th and 25th August
respectively, by three French members each,

The South Rimo glacier had been visited by two previous expeditions from these
eastern approaches. An Indian Army term, led by Capt. K. S. Sooch visited the area
in 1984. After establishing a base camp in centre of the South Rimo glacier, they fol-
lowed the Central moraine of the glacier and finally made the first ascent of Rimo
IV (7169 m). Four climbers reached the summit on two days.

In 1989 four members of the Indo-British team made the second ascent of the
peak by the west face. They crossed the high col between Rimo I and II and de-
scended to the Cwm between these peaks and Rimo IV. Summit was reached from a
high camp before they retreated back to the North Terong valley by the same high
col. Our route of ascent almost followed the route of 1989 expendition.

In 1986 an Indo-New Zealand expedition attempted Rimo 1 from the eastern ap-
proach. Mired in controversies they failed to achieve their goal.

CENTRAL RIMO GLACIER

The area of the Central Rimo glacier had been visited only twice before. In 1913
and expedition of Filippo de Filippi spent some weeks on the both the South, as well
as the Central Rimo glaciers, mapping the area, though their party did not reach Col
Italia. Their photographs and panoramas are a complete record of these glaciers. In
1930 a party of Italians, let by Prof. G. Dainelli were climbing on the Siachen glacier.
The Nunbra river, which drains the Siachen glacier, was flooded and blocked their
exit beyond Warshi. As an alternative escape route they climbed on the Teram Shehr
glacier and crossed a high col at its head and descended the Central Rimo glacier.
They named this col as “Col Italia”. Their party then returned to civilisation by the
caravan route from the Depsang la. No other party had visited this glacier in last 70
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years.

Three Indian members and four Sherpas proceeded on the Central Rimo glacier.
After initial difficultied they opened the route which led to “Lake Filippi” which was
at the centre of bifurcation of the Central and South Rimo glaciers. The party fol-
lowed the right bank of the Central Rimo glacier to set up four camps in all till the
foot of “Col Italia”. En route “Lake Dainelli” and the snout of the North Rimo glacier
(International boundary) were observed. After a day of bad weather, “Col Italia”
was reached on the 23rd of August by three Indian members and two Sherpas. It is
a 7% 7 kms plateau and they could overlook the legendary “Raider’s Cols 1 and 2" to-
wards the Shaksgam pass.

They returned to Camp 1 on the 25th August. On the 26th Huzefa, Nima and
Karma Sherpas climbed Migpa, (5935 m) (first ascent) and obtained a view of both
the glaciers.

TRAGEDY

As the teams were returning on the 27th of August, as planned, a tragedy struck
the team. The Central Rimo team was crossing a branch of the Shyok river.
Suddenly, Dan Sinh fell and three other members tumbled with him. All four were
swept by the Shyck river, even though water was only knee-deep. The cold was in-
tense and huge chunks of ice were floating rapidly in the river. Three members,
Huzefa, Harish and Kumaoni Dan Singh managed to reach different banks. Dan
Singh was reached first and was rescued by the Sherpas who had managed to locate
him. Injured, wet and shivering in the cold breeze, Harish and Huzefa spent almost
three hours sheltering under a small rock before the rescue arrived. KAIVAN
MISTRY, who was unable to throw off his heavy rucksack, possibly hit his head
against a rock as he fell. He was carried 2-3 kms down stream where he was found
dead by the South Rimo team who were crossing the Shyok at the same time.

Kaivan's body was carried to Gapshan and after two days it was flown to Leh,
on the 29th August, by an Indian Air Force helicopter and send to Mumbai on the
30th after conducting the post-mortem at Leh.

Kaivan Mistry (32 years) was an experienced mountaineer on his 9th trip to the
Himalaya and the Karakorams. He was a Lighting-engineer-designer for the theatre
and movie world in Mumbai. He was well-known in the mountaineering and the art
circles. Very enthusiastic outdoor lover he loved the trans-himalayan barrenness. His
typical Parsi humour regaled friends on many Himalayan nights. He was unmarried
and leaves behind old parents. Kaivan will be sorely missed. May his soul Rest in
Peace.

The expedition returned by the same route to Sasoma on the 2nd of September
and to Leh on the 4th of September 2000.
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No.

No.

Name and
height
Rimo IV
(7169 m-
23,520 ft)
Migpa
(5935 m-
19,472 ft)
horseshoe’

Name and
hetght
Karakoram
Pass

(5569 m-
18.270 ft)

Col Italia
(5920 m-
19,422 ft)

Dzomsa Col
(6 050 m-
19,850 ft)

Lharimo Col
(6 200 m-
20,340 ft)
“holy col”

SUMMARY OF THE EXPEDITION

Date
climbed

23 August
2000

26 August
2000

Passes and Cols Reached

Date
reached

11 August
2000

23 August
2000

25 August
2000

24 August
2000

Peaks Climbed

Summiteers

Dr J.F. Manificat and Pema

Tsering Sherpa

Huzefa Electricwala, Sherpas
Karma and Nima Dorje

Persons

Harish  Kapadia,

Mistry, Huzefa Electricwala,
Lt. Cdr. 8. Dam. Raj Joshi
and Capt. R. Jain (LO)

Harish  Kapadia,

Mistry, Huzefa Electricwala,
Sherpas Pemba Tsering and

Karma.

Jeff Tripard, Bernard Odier

and Dr J.F. Manificat.

Jeff Tripard, Bernard Odier

and Dr J.F. Manificat.

Kaivan

Kaivan

Remarks

Third Ascent
(via west face)

First Ascent
(via southeast ridge)

Remarks

As per available re-
cords, perhaps ours
was only the third
civilian party to
reach the pass in re-
cent years

The pass was last
crossed in 1930. We
were the second
party to reach this.
Col on the northern
South

Rimo glacier, over-

rim of the

looking the Central
Rimo glacier.

Col on the southern
South
Rimo glacier, near

rim of the

Lharimo peak.
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Other Points Reached,”Observed,/ Studied

No. Name and

height

I Point Goba
(5 450 m-
17,880 ft)
“village
headman”

2. Gyani Ridge
(5 200 m-
17,060 ft)
“Knowledge
Ridge”

3. Raiders' Cols |
and 2(6 000
m-19,690ft)
(Situated on the
northern rim of
the Central
Rimo glacier)

4. “Lake Filippi"

(5 045 m-

16,550 ft)

“Lake

Dianelli”

(5100 m-

16,730 ft)

6. North Rimo
glacier

on
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Date

26 August
2000

14 August
2000

23 August
2000

18 August
2000

21 August
2000

21 August
2000

Persons

Harish Kapadia
and Kaivan

Mistry.

Harish Kapadia
and Huzefa

Electricwala

By Central

Rimo Team

from Col Italia'.

By Central Rimo
Team, en route
to “Col Italia”

By
Rimo Team, en
“Col

Central

route to
Ttalia”
By Central Rimo
Team, en route
to “Col Italia”

Remarks

A high vantage point above “Lake
Filippi” which offers a complete
coverage of both the Rimo gla-
ciers. Possibly from the same
point Fillippt had taken a pano-
rama in 1913. It is one of the im-
portant and prominent point
between two glaciers. A small
cairn (and an old bucket) was
found here.

A prominent ridge situated to the
east of the Central Rimo Base
Camp. It offered a vast panorama
of both the Rimo glaciers and sur-
rounding peaks. This point was
reached by Filippi in 1913 and a
similar panorama was taken by
him. Because of the knowledge of
the area it offered it has been
named as such.

As per legend Central Asian

Raiders looted Balti villages on
the Siachen glacier and below to-
wards the Gyari nala. Possibly
they came across these cols which
connect with the North Rimo gla-
cier and the Shaksgam Pass.
Situated at the upper junction
where the South and Central
Rimo glaciers moraine meet.

A long lake stretching from the
eastern rim of the Central Rimo
glacier towards the international
border.

The glacier descends from the
Shaksgam Pass to join the Cent-
ral Rimo glacier. The snout is the
international boundary and an al-
ternate trade route passed from
here to the Shaksgam valley.
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