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complete mountain photography history, Sugimoto interviewed Yukio Tabuchi to compile
two series of “Mountain photographs and mountain photographers”.

The second part describes the story of how Sugimoto planned exhibitions including
‘Mountain photographs of the world-Japan-Italy joint exhibition of three photographers
using glass photographic plates’ which mainly focused on the photographic works of
Vittorio Serra, ‘Fosco Marini Exhibition’ and “Takeshi Mizukoshi Photo Exhibition’. At the
end, he said that the mountain photography research is to tell the history of mountain
climbing, and concluded that “The history of the mountain photographs progresses by
overlapping and mixing the history of mountain climbing with that of the photograph.”

At the end of this book, the summary of Sugimoto'shiography and a note are added.

“Deep connection with the imperial family remaining
in the mountains of Shikoku”

Yasuhiro ONO

The Miki family, who is involved in an imperial ceremony, lives near the top of Mt. Miki in
Mima City, Tokushima, which is located at about 15 kilometers east northeast of Mt.
Tsurugi, the second highest mountain in western Japan. The Mikis is one of the important
families and known as a direct descendant of the clan “Awaimbe” who lived in Awa
Province. The family’s house is known as the oldest private house in Tokushima, which is
designated as a national important cultural property (important cultural asset residence).
The imperial ceremony in which the Mikis are involved is called “Daijo-sai” which first held
after an emperor is enthroned. The Mikis serve as a general manager who dedicates
‘Atarae-fuku’ a cloth woven with hemp.

The present Emperor will abdicate on April 30, 2019, and then the crown prince will
accede to throne on May 1. At the same time, the regnal year will be changed to start a new
era. The Daijo-sai will be held on November 14 and 15. At the ceremony, the Mikis will

again offer 'Atarae-fuku’. The history and tradition will be inherited in this way.
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supported them, the clothes and equipment of that time, the scenery of the remote village
Arimine that was going to sink into a lake, which are indispensable materials for the
modern Japanese mountaineering history.

Thinking about such an historical background, Ito’s sparks of imagination and friendship

stories with Shintaro Momose and Chihiro Akanuma in Azumino, I feel endless fascination.

“Weston’s footsteps while staying in Kumamoto”

Toshiyuki TANOUE

The footsteps of Walter Weston during his stay in Japan, who was the first honorary
member of The Japanese Alpine Club (hereinafter referred to as JAC), had been almost
unveiled by the investigations of many researchers, but his footsteps in Kumamoto, the first
place of his appointment in Japan, were remained a mystery. As a member of JAC living in
Kumamoto, I was concerned about it for a long time. So I brought some unknown points to
light and was able to compile the document “The footsteps of Weston in Kumamoto which
was made clear by 2018".

Based on a few reports and materials about Weston, I traced his footsteps including
“When did he come to Kumamoto?”, “Where did he live?”, “What church did he work for?”,
“What kind of activities did he do?”, “When did he leave Kumamoto?”, and “When did he
come back to Kumamoto again?”, but his information was left only a little. As time goes by,
the valuable materials will be scattered. So I decided to write down some new facts about
the activities of Weston during his stay in Kumamoto, which has been remained blank until

now, to mark a 130 year milestone of Weston's assignment to Kumamoto.

“Makoto Sugimoto and Mountain Photographs”

Tatsuya ZAITSU

I am writing down the achievements of Makoto Sugimoto, a pioneer in mountain
photograph research in Japan, in two parts: ‘Until the publication of “Mountain photographs
and photographers™ and ‘Domestic and International exhibitions of mountain photographs’.
The first part begins with the background of Sugimoto. He joined the Chunichi Shimbun.
After transferred to the planning and publishing department, he found that mountain
photography was under-estimated. So he visited The Japanese Alpine Club, which was
located in Ochanomizu at that time, to meet Takazo Takano and Matsujiro Kanmuri in
person and exchanged information. Then he started a serial titled ‘Japanese mountain

photography history note’ in “Gakujin”. After Hisayoshi Takeda encouraged him to
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nine pitches, and fix ropes there. We started the attack on August 5. We first got over Badal
Peak, went across many gaps, rock peaks and ice and snow walls appeared one after the
other on the ridge, detoured around the buttress sitting at the end of the ridge, traversed
the ice wall with a peak incline of 60 to 65 degrees, which is the most difficult part, and
finally entered in a fragile crevasse in front of us and bivouacked there. Loose dry
avalanches attacked our tent all the time.

On the day of attempting to the summit, we climbed the wide snow ridge, got over the
col, climbed the slope, and reached the summit. I hardly experienced a welling up of my

feelings. We repeatedly rappelled down the northwest wall.

3. East Face of Beatrice—First free ascent

Yusuke SATO

Together with Ryo Masumoto, we climbed the sharp central crack running from the
bottom to the top of the east face of Beatrice. The ideal of Big Wall Free climbing may be
onsite or red-point a route to extend a rope, but we need enough time to lift a lot of water.
After the bad weather forced us to stay, we started climbing the big rock wall. The pitches
of climbing, jumaring, and lifting were repeated. Finally nice weather pushed us up to the
ridgeline with 4 pitches of climbing. While avoiding unstable snow, we traversed the rocks
with climbing shoes and left the snow ridge for the top. I felt quiet excitement in my heart

about the fact we completed free climbing to the top.

“Koichi Ito—who loved mountains, rivers, local people in Kurobe”

Hideo NISHIYAMA

Biography of Koichi Ito, an enthusiastic alpinist lived in Nagoya, who had roamed about
mountains and rivers in Kurobe since the end of Taisho era. He did not practice alpinism to
make a mountaineering record but left creative works with extraordinary ideas in filming
mountain movies. [to’s family are said to have been serving the Owari clan as a merchant.
He joined The Japanese Alpine Club in 1916, and was given the membership number: 481.
His representative works are the two films that entitled “Yukino Tateyama, Harinoki goe”
(1923) and “Yukino Yakushi, Yari goe” (1923-24). Both films were shooted by Koichi Ito,
edited by Eiji Haneda, and narrated by Kiyoshi Kodama. There is no doubt that these films
are the first full-fledged Japanese mountain movies. According to a document kept in the
Tateyama Museum, these films includes the pioneer works of the men who challenged the

northern Alps covered with snow, the remarkable activities of the mountain guides who
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Three ascents in Karakorum in 2017

1. First ascent of North East Face of Shispare

Sumiko KASHIWA, Kenro NAKAJIMA

“This mountain could be the one that I wouldn't get to the summit in my life.” It was his
first impression of when Kazuya Hiraide first saw Shispare.

In 2002, Hiraide travelled to Pakistan by himself and fascinated by Shispare which has a
beautiful pyramidal-shape and a large unclimbed wall. His first challenge was in 2007 after
five years while he was waiting for the opportunity. However, he gave up because of the
snow instability at 6000 meters. In 2012, the second challenge also ended up because of an
unstable weather. In 2013, the third challenge was along with the strongest partner, Kei
Taniguchi. However, they eventually gave up at 5700 meters. For the fourth challenge in
2017, Kenro Nakajima joined as his partner.

Last year, the weather was bad overall. So, they climbed in fear of the avalanche and the
snow shower, but Nakajima led and climbed up further. The place before C2 that they
called “first rock wall” was the turning point to decide whether to go or withdraw. Soon
appearing in the morning of the third day after entering the wall, the slab was the most
difficult part of the northeastern wall. On 22nd, they started from their tent site, climbed
one pitch on a steep snow wall, traversed the snow wall three pitches to the right snow
ridge, climbed 4 pitches, and then reached the ridge to the summit. Although the weather
was not very good, they deposited their supplies as many as possible and headed to the
summit with minimum climbing gear, a few foods, and a piece of rope. When reached the
summit, rather than enjoying standing at the summit, they worried about the descent. So
they climbed down to the depot place and bivouacked there. On the 24th, they struggled
down to BC.

At the end of this article, Nakajima's brief realistic climbing record is supplemented.

2. First ascent of Southwest Ridge of West Peak of K7

Katsutaka YOKOYAMA

After spending several seasons training and practicing in Patagonia, I decided to move on
to Himalaya. So, I challenged West Peak of K7 with Takaaki Nagato. Immediately after
arriving at BC, we repeated expeditions and altitude acclimatization processes, but we

always suffered from bad weather. At first we started from the lower rock wall, climbed
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