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Kojima Usui
and the World of Mountain Literature

Aaron Jasny

I discovered Kojima Usui during a period of uncertainty in the early years of my PhD program in
Japanese literature at Washington University in Saint Louis. I began my PhD in 2011 researching
Sakaguchi Ango (1906-1955) and other postwar writers of “decadent” literature. However, I quickly
wearied of the dark humor and exploration of humanity’s lowest desires, and I sought a more uplifting
subject to focus my research on.

At the time, I had been spending more time in the outdoors. As a child, I hiked occasionally with my
father and grandfather in the mountains of East Tennessee. But the mountains did not really catch my
interest until my graduate school days. I spent weekends exploring the Lincoln Hills of northeast
Missouri and the Ozark Mountains south of Saint Louis, and rediscovering the Crab Orchard Mountains,
Cumberland Mountains, and Appalachian Mountains of East Tennessee.

Intrigued by the outdoor opportunities afforded by the local, state, and national parks that dot
America’s landscape, I began watching a documentary film by Ken Burns, The National Parks: America’s

Best Idea. I was particularly moved by the discussion in the first episode of John Muir (1838-1914). His



passion for the beauty and majesty of Yosemite Valley was essential to the establishment of the National
Parks and the American conservation movement. His writing about America’s natural treasures inspired
me. For example, writing about Yellowstone National Park:

Walk away quietly in any direction and taste the freedom of the mountaineer. Camp out among
the grasses and gentians of glacial meadows, in craggy garden nooks full of nature’s darlings.
Climb the mountains and get their good tidings, Nature's peace will flow into you as sunshine flows
into trees. The winds will blow their own freshness into you and the storms their energy, while
cares will drop off like autumn leaves. As age comes on, one source of enjoyment after another is
closed, but nature’s sources never fail. (Muir 1901, p.56)

Through the documentary’s use of quotations from Muir, I was introduced for the first time to the
genre of “nature writing.” Given that I was currently trying to find a suitable topic for my doctoral
research, I began to wonder if I could find a similar kind of writing in modern Japanese literature. It was
through my search in this direction that I first came across the name Kojima Usui.

This was an exciting development. Not only had I discovered one of the pioneers of modern mountain
climbing in Japan; but he was also a prolific nature and travel writer, with a collected works stretching to
14 volumes! Here was a Japanese literary figure who had received little to no attention in Japanese or
English scholarship, but who had arguably made a significant impact not only on the development of
Japanese travel literature, but even on the relationship between the Japanese and their natural

environment. I began developing a research plan to learn more about how Usui fit into the history of
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Japanese literature and environmental thought.

One of the most striking things about Kojima Usui is the variety of intellectual and cultural fields in
which he was involved. Inspired to travel by Edo-period scholars and writers such as Rai San'yo
(1780-1832) and Kyokutei Bakin (1767-1848); turned towards the mountains by the likes of Shiga
Shigetaka (1863-1927) and John Ruskin (1819-1900); well-versed in the European mountain writings of
Horace Bénédict de Saussure (1740-1799) and John Tyndall (1820-1893); an early scholar of the ukiyoe
woodblock prints of Utagawa Hiroshige (1797-1858) and Katsushika Hokusai (1760-1849); an avid
follower of the glacier debates involving scientists such as Yamasaki Naomasa (1870-1929). With these
and other intellectual and cultural attainments to his name, Kojima Usui was a veritable Renaissance man
of the Meiji period. Using this diverse background, Usui tied together different ways of seeing and
experiencing mountains into a literary genre of writing about mountains—a genre that survives today in
this very journal, Sangaku.

What Usui did not do with his new genre of mountain literature was to merely continue an existing
Japanese tradition, or copy one from abroad. He was ever aware of the legacy of nature appreciation in
classical Japanese poetry, the tradition of travel diaries among poets, priests, and other members of the
cultural elite, and he recognized his place as a modern inheritor of this long tradition of traveling and
writing about nature. At the same time, he saw a need for an updated travel literature that could deal

with the realities of modern life, and describe the new kinds of landscapes that were being discovered in
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Japan. He rejected conventional modes of seeing nature, widening the scope of what was considered
appropriate subject matter for writing about Japanese landscapes.

The established genre of mountain writing in the West provided a prime example of what could be
done with these alternative landscapes. But Usui did not adopt or transplant the western genre
wholesale. Adapting the European literary approach to mountain travel writing to his own climbing, and
tempering it with the Japanese travel-writing tradition and the most contemporary advancements in
modern Japanese literature, Usui paved the way for a new, Japanese literature of the mountains.

I believe Kojima Usui established a tradition of Japanese mountain writing that is both a distinct
Japanese creation, and one part of a larger global institution of alpine literature. With its blend of
sensitivity to the beauty of seasonal change, the solitude of the alpine experience, and an awareness of the
human moving through a larger natural environment, Japanese mountain literature—sangaku bungaku,
if you will—is a unique contribution to international mountain writing. The works of Kojima Usui and
those who have continued to write in the genre he began provide an unparalleled perspective on the way
Japanese attitudes towards the mountains have changed throughout the modern period. They deserve
attention not only from the younger generation of Japanese climbers, but from readers abroad who are

interested in the different ways mountains are perceived and experienced around the world.

What sets Kojima Usuil's mountain writing apart from that of his European contemporaries? I have

stated that Japanese sangaku bungaku is a unique contribution to world mountain literature, but is there
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anything that makes it “uniquely Japanese?”

One thing that I have noticed about Usui's writing is that compared to European mountaineers of the
time, there is relatively little language of aggression or combat. Leslie Stephen (1832-1904) describes an
ascent of the Rothhorn as an “assault on this formidable fortress” (Stephen 1909, p.115) and John Tyndall
repeatedly describes his “conquest” of the Matterhorn (Tyndall 1883). On the other hand, Usui rarely
uses such warlike language. Rather, he greets the mountains as old friends, as when he sees Mt. Norikura
for the first time since his last visit: “I was reunited with Mt. Norikura after a long time apart; seeing it
today from the Ono River, I looked up, waved my hat, and exclaimed my regret at my long absence and
neglect” GEIZED Tld. ALZHRORICEAE L7251 YD, SHKEINIRT, 42> 12M<C, BEIRED
T, AR %M Kojima 1980, vol4, p.57).

In general, Usui’'s writing shows a primary concern for observing and describing the natural scenery
he encounters on his mountain explorations. While his European contemporaries of course described the
sublime and picturesque as they saw them in the mountains, these often provided background for other,
more driving concerns. Walter Weston (1860-1940), for example, given that his Mountaineering and
Exploration in the Japanese Alps (1896) was intended as an introduction to Japanese culture as much as
a record of his travels, shows a preoccupation with recording the culture and customs of those he
encounters during his sojourn in Japan. And James Forbes (1809-1868) was more interested in the
offerings alpine nature could make to scientific knowledge: “surrounded by nature in its grandest forms,

delighting the eye, yet affording far keener pleasure to the intellect, by the interest of the problems which
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it presents for solution!” (Forbes 1900, p.13). Usui, meanwhile, proclaimed how important it was for the
Japanese in the Meiji period to “make a pilgrimage to the grand shrine of nature, there to praise the
majesty of creation” (HADKEIZFETT, @EfboRE % [ 5 ]; Kojima 1980, vol5, p.363).
In this sense, the frequent assertions by scholars of John Ruskin's (1819-1900) powerful
influence on Usui seem apt. Ruskin likewise praised the beauty and benevolence of nature:
How, down to the most secret cluster of [the mountains’] far-away flowers, and the idlest leap of
their straying streamlets, the whole heart of Nature seems thirsting to give, and still to give,
shedding forth her everlasting beneficence with a profusion so patient, so passionate, that our
utmost observance and thankfulness are but, at last, neglect of her nobleness, and apathy to her
love. (Ruskin 2009-2010, p.118)

In fact, this praise of the beauty and majesty in nature seems to have brought me full circle, as Usui
likewise echoes the words of John Muir, who was known for just such tributes: “Everybody needs beauty
as well as bread, places to play in and pray in, where nature may heal and give strength to body and soul
alike” (Muir 1912, p.256).

T have discovered the Japanese nature writer I set out to find back when I was beginning my career as
a climber and a scholar. I think Kojima Usui speaks to me both because of the ways he defied my
expectations of a mountain climber and writer (the well-known Ibaragi Inokichi (1888-1944) sketch of
Usui in his climbing attire does not exactly call to mind a virile conqueror of alpine strongholds); and

because of his ability to leave writings that give life to Japan’'s mountains that translates beyond the time
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and place he wrote them. My hope is that more of the hikers and climbers who carry the legacy of this
pioneer of Japanese alpinism—in Japan and around the world—will learn of his name and the work he did

to put Japan's mountains on the map.
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First Ascent of Skil Brum 1957 or 19977

Looking at the “summit photos” of Skil Brum and all the facts of the Broad Peak Expedition
1957 it becomes more and more clear, that the alleged summit photos (from the book Broad
Peak of Marcus Schmuck) could not have been taken from the summit of Skil Brum. Until
today there is no proof for the ascent of 1957. Many photos and written documents question

this supposed ascent.

In Hermann Buhl's diary, which recently has been made available for the interested reader
by Kurt Diemberger, Hermann Buhl noticed the following on June 20th 1957, shortly before

his summit attempt of Chogolisa:

At night Kurt wakens me with tea and says he will head to Chogolisa at noon. At 9:00 o’
clock Markus and Fritz return From Savoya Peak, pretending to have reached above
7400m. Fritz talks a lot to me. It seems he tries to befriend again according to his manner.
He even asks me how the peak should be called and suggests to rope up as four with Kadar
to our backyard mountain. He wants to know where Kurt went. Kadar already told him in
the morning, that is was not right what they did. Letting us clear the camps while they
went on their own, without our knowledge, to the peak we always talked about together.
Now my kindness is finally finished and I have to deal in an underhanded manner as well.
Fritz also told me, that the last 10m to the summit were very difficult and dangerous and
Markus did go up.” (Diary Buhl)

Additionally there are new facts, concluded from recent detailed research. They question
the ascent of Skil Brum by Schmuck and Wintersteller on 19.06.1957:

- The position of the sun and the shadow on the “summit” photo by Marcus
Schmuck (in: Broad Peak 1957, p.322) and the given summit time of 16:00 do not
fit. In mid June at 16:00 o'clock the position of the sun on Skil Brum is around 274°
degrees, which is western direction with an elevation angle of 36 degrees.

- The given shadow on the alleged summit photo indicates that the photo has been
taken at around 13:00 o'clock.

- The shown background on the photo does not exist on Skil Brum summit (steep
neve slope in the background)

- Barometric measurements have not been taken on the summit, respectively has

not been noted. (While on plenty other occasions this has been done.)
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- The ridge beneath Skil Brum summit is on an elevation of 7.200m, not 6.900m as
written in the diary of Wintersteller.
- There is no photo from or close to the summit of Skil Brum towards K2 (around

8km east). But weather and view was good.

Accordingly Skil Brum has been climbed first on 17th of August 1997 by Japanese Ms.
Kikuta, Mr. Nakagomi , Tsuchimori, Koseki, Kamata, Matsuda, Hatsushika and Hiroshima of
the Kanagawa-Prefect Expedition. A few days later expedition members Ms. Kikuta,
Hiroshima, Tsuchimori, Nagasawa, Nakagomi and Harada were killed in base camp by a

massive avalanche.

Wolfgang Heichel
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[ The more I knew of Miyazaki's agonizing decision making,
the more upset I became with the fallout of the meeting. In
truth, what other choice did she have? I had to admit, I could
never be leader. |
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['All right then, let’s go out by ourselves, alone, tomorrow and
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[On that night, my cohorts and I were adorned by makeup
artists who had us looking like professional singers. Eyeliner,
fake eyelashes that whooshed like fans with every blink, and the
wig—I was transformed into a different person. ]
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auto-route was built in Abou-toge and a tunnel was constructed under Misaka-toge, and
those become old passes covered by bush and trees. But still the exploration reports of

these 2 old passes, which they walked with maps in their hands, are very interesting.

@ Book Reviews

Author: Yakushi Yoshimi, Title: “Himalaya wa Kurobe kara (Himalaya starts from
Kurobe) " (Karibe Sadao), Author: Kaminaga Mikio, Title: "Mikan No Junrei (Unfinished
pilgrimages)” (Kondo Masayuki), Author: Oishi Akihiro, Title: Taiyo No Kakera (Peice
of the Sun)” (Hiruma Hiroko), Author: Hirabayashi Katsutoshi, Title: “Everest ga
Oshietekureta Koto (What Everest taught us) " (Hirai Kazumasa), Author: Junko Tabei
and Helen Y. Rolfe, Title: “HONOURING HIGH PLACES” (Kaminaga Mikio). Author:
Doug Scott, Title: “The OGRE" (Koshida Kazuo)

@® In Memoriam
Yuasa Michio (Nishiyama Hideo), Otsuka Hiroyoshi (Nebuka Makoto), Matsuda Yuichi
(Kodama Shigeru, Minamikawa Kinichi), Kasai Eiichiro (Tanabe Hisashi), Hayashida
Kenji (Shibasaki Toru), Nishimura Masaaki (Yoshinaga Hideaki)
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Otsuka ,unsung hero of the third Manaslu Expedition, and one after another. That makes
me feel nostalgic. What they have in common is that they are excellent person who made a

Japanese alpine history and followed good old traditions.

@ Research/Investigation

“Report of organizing Kenko Tozan-Juku 2018 (Health-care Mountain School)”

Saito Shigeru (Headmaster of Kenko Tozan-Juku 2018)

“Kenko Tozan-Juku” was organized as one of the activities of JAC Gunma branch. The
main purposes of it are to build up member’s health by walking around the local mountains
in Gunma and to develop mountain climbing ability. When 15 school members are invited,
119 people applied and 25 members were selected. The average age of the members is 58,
and 6 of them self-reported the symptom of Hypertension at the beginning of the sessions.
At each session, all members set their health care precautions that need special care by
themselves, and walked with the awareness of their clinical issues. Heart rate and blood
pressure were checked several times before/middle/after of the activity, and “foot-
landing” pressure was also checked.

After the seven consecutive sessions of mountain climbing school were completed, the
data was collected and compiling. A beneficial effect of cardio exercise was seen in all
members and blood pressure change had a tendency to become smaller each time. The
decrease of “foot-landing” pressure is lowered. It seems like the members’ habit of regular
physical exercise is built and improvement of life is promoted by motivating school

members and giving instructors’ advises.

“Exploration reports of the old passes in Hida region which Weston walked”

Kinoshita Kiyoo

Hida region in Gifu Prefecture is a “country of mountains” and also a “country of passes”.
Not only for going to other countries but also for domestic movement, Hida people had to
cross mountain passes and the passes also functioned as distribution routes. Although it
was very hard to walk in bushes, but they walked while thinking about the historical events
and felt like seeing travelers and ox-drawn carriages of the past and felt real pleasure in
walking these passes. Especially the passes in Hida region that Weston walked in Meiji-era,
including Miya-toge Pass, Kunugi-toge Pass, Makomo-zaka Slope, Hirayu-toge Pass, Abou-

toge Pass, Misaka-toge Pass, and Nakao-toge Pass are all historical. Nowadays, another
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@ Readings

“The promised butterfly “Parantica sita””

Tojo Yoshio

The story began when the writer encountered the avalanche after he climbed Hanuman
Tibba (5928m), at Himachal Pradesh of North India. After he manage to make it out alive
by continuing the ascend under the moonlight, a small porch, bringing the spirit of his
mountain friend died in the avalanche in Shirouma-dake, was left in his hands. He built a
memorial monument at the foot of this mountain and burried it there.

After about 30 years since his ascend to Hanuman Tibba, he saw a butterfly at the foot of
the Yatsugatake Mountains. He knew the butterfly that he thought was great purple
emperor (Sasakia charonda), is indeed a chestnut tiger butterfly (Parantica sita).

As the knowledge about the ecology of chestnut tiger butterfly increased, he was
absolutely charmed by the mysteries of this butterfly including its actual conditions
investigated by marking, and travel distance and long distance travel to higher mountains.

Eventually he found the connection between Hanuman Tibba and Parantica sita. In his
younger days, he attacked to Hanuman Tibba and miraculously returned from there alive
and wandering around the fields and mountains after Parantica sita. These 2 events are
connected by the Hindu mythology “Ramayana” and guided to the infinite fantasy world.
The mysterious encounter with Parantica sita expanded to the cultural exchange place of

Japanese Alpine Club.

*Members of JAC whom I respected”

Sekizuka Sadaaki

More than half of the members of the Japanese Alpine Club (JAC) joined in the 21
century. On the other hand, the elder members survived the JAC's golden age of
remarkable activities including the first ascent of Manaslu. But most of the elder members
already passed away. He said he is really sad. But still, he thought he was lucky to have a
chance to meet them in person, and the thought to write down about them became
stronger.

The persons described here are 30 elder people. A the top of the list, he introduced Mita
Yukio and woman alpinist Nakamura Teru. Then he shed a light on the elder members
including Nishibori Eizaburo and Yamada Jiro by highlighting the points they have in

common, and Imanishi Toshio and Fujihira Masao, a perfect match of AACK, Hiroyoshi
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point of Tanigawadake trail, and ended at Torii-toge Pass, the start/end point of Azuma-
san trail.

In the middle of the long-trail, there are 5 mountains included in 100/200/300 best
mountains in Japan and also other 13 mountains included in 100 best mountains in Niigata,
Shinshu and Gunma. For that reason, the trail is full of variety including rocks and peaks,
beautiful sceneries and alpine plants. One of appeal of the trail is the number of hot springs
with high quality and abundant hot water, including Minakami Onsen, Hoshi Onsen,
Kusatsu Onsen and Manza Onsen located around the start/end of the mountain trail.

Usually the approach to/from the start/end of the mountain trail is inconvenient and the
small number of mountain huts, shelters, and formal camp-sites are listed as drawbacks.
But it is also stated that because of these drawbacks, the people can win overwhelming
sense of accomplishment and performance by travelling across and conquering this long-

trail.

“Travel survey of ancient road, route of Nan-En”

Mizuno Kazuhiro, Yamanaka Mitsuko (JAC Tokai Branch)

Salt is essential to human body. There are many interesting stories left about how people
obtained the salt including the communication with the villages located deep in the
mountains. The trace of salt route can be found all over Japan, and between Shinshu and
Tokai areas there existed some salt routes including Akiha Kaido and Ina Kaido starting
from Totoumi, Mikawa, Owari. As most of these salt routes are old road, the hard work
continued to somehow manage to reach the destination by studying the old materials. This
travel writing is about exploration starting from Kirayoshida, and then goes up north to
Okazaki, Toyota, Nebamura, Hirayashuku, lida-shi and ending at Onojuku in Tatsuno.

The salt route, traced by searching the old route for about 6 years, is ended at Onojuku.
While searching the salt route, the member thought “Shiojiri” (Shio=Salt, Jiri=bottom)
should be the end/bottom of the route, but eventually they found Tatsuo is the end of the
salt route and the salt delivered through this route was called “Nan-En" (salt from south).
On the other hand, the salt delivered through Itoigawa, Otari, Hakuba, Omachi, Matsumoto
was called “Hoku-En” (salt from north), and the final destination of this route was Shiojiri,
and the people in Shiojiri never saw the “Nan-En”.

Preliminary searches for ancient salt road start from Jan 2012 were performed once or
twice a week. This activity was taken over by a club, and the monthly search continued for

about 6 years. We owe to the member of the Tokai Branch.
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“First Ascent of Skil Brum and the mysteries of the picture”

Wolfgang Heichel

It becomes more and more clear, the “summit photos” (from the book Broad Peak of
Marcus Schmuck) of Skil Brum, which is located in Karakoram, Pakistan, could not have
been taken from the summit of Skil Brum when the Broad Peak was first climbed at 1957.
This manuscript is contributed to “Sangaku” by one of the alpinist, Wolfgang Heichel, who
is living in Germany.

In Hermann Buhl's diary, which recently has been made available by Kurt Diemberger,
Hermann Buhl noticed the following on June 20, 1957, shortly before his summit attempt of
Chogolisa. This diary also described about Marcus Schmuck and Fritz Wintersteller like
followings.

“Letting us clear the camps while they went on their own, without our knowledge, to the
peak we always talked about together. -+ Fritz also told me, that the last 10m to the
summit were very difficult and dangerous and Markus did go up”. (Hermann Buhl's diary)

Also there are new facts, concluded from recent detailed research questioning the ascent
of Skil Brum by Schmuck and Wintersteller on June 19, 1957.

Accordingly, the first ascent of Skil Brum is August 17, 1997, 40 years after Schmuck and
Wintersteller, by 8 members of Japanese Kanagawa-Prefect Expedition leaded by
Hiroshima but a few days later 6 expedition members including Hiroshima were Kkilled in
base camp by the blast of the massive avalanche which is caused by a serac collapse of
hanging glacier.

These facts are published in both English and Japanese, and Ikeda Tsunemichi, a
member of JAC, explains the mystery of the photo including the background of that time.

@® Records

“The opening of Gunma prefectural border ridge line trail and its meaning”

Mayuzumi Toshinobu, Nakayama Tatsuya

This long trail stretching along Gunma's northern borders with the prefectures of
Nagano & Niigata with a length of 127km was opened. The opening of the entire trail is
declared on Aug 11, 2018, one of the national holidays called “Mountain Day”, as a part of
memorial events of the fifth anniversary of the Gunma Branch. This long trail, with over 10,

000 m of accumulated altitude difference, is started from Doai, famous as the start/end
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@® Opening article

“Kojima Usui and the World of Mountain Literature”

Aaron Jasny

Kojima Usui, worked as a banker man of Yokohama Specie Bank, Ltd after quitting a
trading company in Yokohama, was also a journalist of literary magazine “Bunko” and
became known as a famous writer. Especially he made a significant contribution to the
modern literature of Japan by writing almost 30 books including “An Alpinist's Notebook”
and “Yama no Fuaryuushishaden”, and also known as a person of culture with various
knownledge by making a study of Ukiyo-e artists including Utagawa Hiroshige and
Katsushika Hokusai. And he was also very active in the mountain climbing world and
became one of the founders of Japanese Alpine Club in 1905 and was elected as the first
chairman.

It was still difficult for us as a member of JAC to really understand how great Kojima
Usul was. But Mr. Aaron Jasny, who was studying about Japanese literature at Washington
University in St. Louis, happened to know about Kojima Usui, who was not familiar in Japan
at that time, and he started to investigate Kojima Usui. He explained that the mountain
travel literature created by Kojima Usui is not unique to Japan but hold a certain position in
the world mountain literature. In other word, he argued that the sensitivity to the cycle of 4
seasons, spring, summer, fall and winter, and to the solitude underlying to the
mountaineering made contributions to the world mountain literature and because of this
Kojima deserves to gain more attentions from the world. Usui put a weigh in describe the
inner of human mind by observing the nature in his travel notes, but western travel
literatures usually put a weigh in describing the Japanese culture.

Also Aaron Jasny denotes that the attractions of Kojima Usul are the co-existence of the
images of alpinist and writer and his literature blow in a new life of universality to the
Japanese mountains.

I think that honoring the greatness of the personality of Kojima Usui and his travel
literature from the view point of western culture eventually impose a problem “what we
should learn from him” to Japanese people and to the members of JAC.

Mr. Aaron Jasny's discussion is mainly written in English but he also wrote a Japanese

summary.
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