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Preface

The Japanese Alpine Club was founded on October 14, 1905 and this year, we proudly
celebrate the centenary. This booklet, “Looking Back the One Hundred Year History of the
Japanese Alpine Club”, has been put together by the JAC Committee of Materials and Images
in commemoration of marking centennial and it retraces footprints of our activities through the
photographs. The twentieth century has been said as “a century of images”, and these images
in archives are bringing back the past to life with the documentation aspects they have. The
photos in this booklet are from our precious archives and are intended to illustrate the
fundamentals and the development of the 100-year tradition of the club.

Rev. Walter Weston, a British missionary, came to the Japanese Alps for the first time in
1889 and he had climbed “HIDA Mountains” and “AKAISHI Mountains” in the following
years. He had published a book, “Mountaineering and Exploration in the Japanese Alps” in
England in 1896 after he returned home. In this book, there were many photos of landscapes,
customs and mountain sceneries of Japan. In “SANGAKU”, the annual book of the club in
the early days, there were many photos taken by Takazo TAKANO and Hisayoshi
TAKEDA, the founding members of the club, and by Urei SHIMURA, Reizo KOONO and
Mitsumaru TSUJIMOTO, the early members. These photos tell us the apparel, styles and
equipment of mountaineering and mountain huts back in those days, and we treasure them
today.

The photos taken at the summits of our expeditions to Manaslu and Mt Everest are our
precious records and proofs of our accomplishments and they are deeply moving to all of us.
The photos of the expeditions to the Himalayan Giants also have played a key role as record.
These photos captured in each period tell us about the club’s history and in due time, these
will become an important visual materials bringing the past to present. Therefore, we hope we
can share with you, the meaning of the 100th anniversary and an importance of the tradition
by looking back at the history of the club through these photos.

Zenkichi Hirayama
President

The Japanese Alpine Club
October 15, 2005
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Rev. Walter Weston,
a British missionary
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Mountaineering equipment used by Rev. W. Weston Mr. and Mrs. Weston and Kamonji KAMIJYO, a guide, ar Kappa.Bashi bridge in Kamikochi in 1913
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Shigetaka SHIGA, made efforts to enlighten Japanese

modern mountaineering
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“NIHON FUUKEI-RON", published in 1894




PRER. DBEA (AK) (1873—1948) 6 RESROBREAE (1883—1972)
Usui KOJIMA, the first president (1873-1948) Hisayoshi TAKEDA, the sixth president (1883~1972)
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The first issue of "SANGAKU”, (mountain) in 1906, the Japanese Alpine jJournal Nihei TAKATO, the second president (1877-1958) Club’s budge at the days of the foundation

AARIUHES DAL Foundation of the Japanese Alpine Club
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Wi (FTE) B8 (1886 1966) HGIRIRYE (1885—1926) HUFIE R (1884—1964) NSO BE (1864—1924)
Shizuka YAMAKAWA (KAWADA) (1886-1966) Chikamitsu UMEZAWA (1885-1926) Takazo TAKANO (1884-1564) Kazuma JYO (1864-1924)
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Group portrait at Rev, W.Weston's Reception in 1912, From right: Seitaro NAKAMURA, Takenosuke SAEGUSA, Mitsumaru TSUJIMOTO, Shotaro KAGA, skip 2, UsuiKOJIMA,

Rev, W.Weston, skip 1, MrsW. Weston, skip |, Kinjiro OKANO, skip 1, Buke TSUJIMURA, Yasunari TORIYAMA, Nihei TAKATO
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HAT V7 A5 LMK Era of Exploration of the Japanese Alps
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In July, 1988, Koyo ISHIZAKI guided by Chojiro UJT climbed Mt Tsurugi for the first time
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In July, 1989, Takencsuke SAEGUSA, Nihei TAKATO, Usui KOJIMA, Takaze TAKANO, Seitaro
NAKAMURA and traversed the Japanese Southern Alps (AKAISHI Moun-tains)
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[n July, 1913, Shigekichi KONDO guided by Heizo SAEKI and ChojiroU JUclimbed M. Tsurugi for the second
time chrough Chojiro-Danivalley and descended threugh Betsuzan-One ridge far che firsttime
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During a stay in the Alps
for a study of botany, Isuke
TSUJIMURA climbed
Gross Schreckhorn  in
1914. Ar descending, he
was cartied away by a
snowslide and hospitalized.
He met Rosa of the Swiss
and gor married

Photo: Isuke TSUJIMURA
and his family (left) and
his book, “SWISS-NIKKI
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Shotaro KAGA (left) and »
guide, the first Japanese clim-

bed Jungfrau in 1910

IR OWHGFINEL O  Overseas Mountaineering in the Early Days and Activities of Members
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Eiger East-Ridge, a view from Grosse Scheidegg. Yuko MAKI (center riding on the shoulders) climbed Eiger through the East- Ridge for the first ascent in 1921 (above right)
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Yuko MAKI and other members climbed Mt.Alberta for the first time in 1925, Second from left: Y.MAKI, Masanobu
HATANO, Seiichi HASHIMOTO, Choryo OKABE, Yukio MITA and Tanezo HAYAKAWA. Full view of Mt. Alberta in the
Rocky Mountain Canada (above right). A news in “Tokyo NICHLNICHI"
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1926 (KIE15) 48 A. 7ATRADBRLELAKRT, fidliErotfata. BRXERT. YAt M. EDHEHH
Prince CHICHIBU in the Alps in August, 1926. From left in front row: Yuko MAKI, Prince CHICHIBU, Rev. W. Weston, WATANABE
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Mountaineering of His Highness Prince CHICHIBU and the Club
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Prince CHICHIBU's favorite mountaineering equipment
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Climbing in the Swiss Alps. Center: Prince CHICHIBU
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Climbing in the Swiss Alps. From left: Saburo MATSUKATA, Prince CHICHIBU, Shigeharu MATSUMOTO
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Climbing in Mt. Tateyama in May, 1924. From left. Prince CHICHIBU, Yukio MITA, Yuko MAKI,
Ryokichi OOSHIMA
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Hatsuko KURODA (1903-2002) . Enjoyed climbing with her husband, Masag. 7 H13B. FrEieT .
Photo: Rock climbing Mt.Tsurugi in 1927 Hisa TAI;EUCHI (1893- P

1934), the first woman
climbed Mc.Tsurugi ;
Photo: at JI.GA-TAKE PE
(Mt. Jii) on Julyl3, 1920 g
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Yoneko MURAI (1901-1986) ,
being called “women’s climber” early

in her life. Photo: Skiing in Yamagata.
Zao in 1970 (below)
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HMEFNIDISA A =T 125 Pioneers of Women’s Mountaineering
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Teru NAKAMURA (SATO) (1904~ ). Acted the leader of the expedition to New Zealand in 1961 Kimiko IMAI (1905~ ), mainly climbed Mt. Hotaka. Enjoyed climbing and skiing with her husband
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Sachiko KAWAMORI (1907-1988). Rock climbing in Mt.Hotaka (right) Tokiko SAKAKURA (1910~ ). At the summit of Mr.Kashimayari in the summer 1949
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The first Japanese on the summit of the Himalayas, Nanda Kot on October 5, 1936. From right: YUASA, YAMAGATA, HAMANO. Sitting in front: HOTTA, the leader
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The First Japanese Expedition to the Himalayas
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Members heading for the summit of Nanda Kot From left: TAKEBUSHI, YUASA, Mr. and Mrs. Commissioner, HOTTA and YAMAGATA
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At the base camp with Nanda Kot in the background. From lefr in middle row: YAMAGATA, YUASA, HOTTA, HAMANO, and one righr in back, TAKEBUSHI
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An editorial meeting in the club room in TORANC )Mi ON in the autumn of 1940
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"YAMA-NIKKI", the firse jssue in 1930

The firse issue of the newsleter
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The club room in OCYANOMIZU around 1949
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Opening party in the club room ar GAIEN-COOP, Shibuys ot 3 August 19, 1964

Changes and Relocations of the Club Room
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Opening reception in the club room ac MUKAI Bldg. in September, 1967 Jyuji TANABE (left) and Shigekichi KONDO (right) ~ MUKAI Bldg. in Kanda in 1967
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SAKURA Bldg. in Yushima in 1973 Inside of the current own club room at Sun-View Heights. Moved-in in January 1978




L FANWHIEE  The First Ascent of Manaslu
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HEEERLTEELGET2BA Vit FeabSHRA (G263 AH) vy
Climbing up a snow ridge to the summit IMANISHI (third from right) shaking hands with Gyaltsen
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2 Fer7 T, RIRELOMEERR THANENRIC, SEOTHERUE 3 RKBOBE, §iiHE»5 2 AHARERE
Yuko MAKI, the leader of the expedition at C2 Members of the third expedition after successfully reached the summir with Manaslu in the background
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The current porerait bust of Rev: W. Weston re-made by Kyuichiro
SATO in 1965

IstshaiiofEOY A DL —7
The old portraic bust of Rev.W.Weston before dismantled in

1942 (left)

LEEhoiEsEE 7 A “SANGAKU-KENKYUSHO” in Kamikochi and the Weston’s Festival
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The Weston's Festival being held on the first Sunday of June every year
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FoTH»PI TS,
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“YUSHI-KANDANKAI", a chat meeting with senior members, Photo: Ac the first meeting on June 14, 1953

Fix, 1953 (HEMI28) 4 6 H14Hchdpduizd 1 [, HEEE D, dindap, HEERE, B
RN, TS (FRRD . ISR OISR L1 23255 A0 —

1961 (B3F036) FFEZA0 T, MEHE TRRTPILEE) SIEERTod
“SAN-KEN", the Alpine Research Hur in Kamikochi around 1961
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1973 (FEF48) &, digani: "Wk
Reconstructed "SAN-KEN" in 1973

1993 (FFRE 5 ) Fricidit T 1 By, B kb 2 BcddE s, ZL{oERIcflfshTnwa

The current building reconstructed to a basement and two-stories in 1993
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The highest peak in the world, Mr. Everest (8848 meters). The right skyline showing the South-East Ridge, JAC's climbed route in 1970
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Too TITHE 1 RIERBDS, BICE 2 RSB IRES LIz,
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DY 57z, BRI TrEEEEINTEL., BRI SOBTHICYID»Z,
5 H11H. MRED, WS HAAGEE, B12H., Frioag

The Japanese Alpine Club’s Expeditions to Mt. Everest
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FANERU G- TR HEBROEREER T 57 Voriks 1970 (H3f145) #£5 H11H 9 B§3543, FEIHOS 1 MiEzASE 2 MEKA
Climbing steep snow ridge tying with rope MATSUURA at the summit on May 11, 1970 ac 9:35
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Group photography of all members at the base camp after success
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1965 (HBF(140) ﬁ’—lOHME; ﬁ‘lﬁOfﬁﬁ?Bﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁa B3, BT AMBZMER QIS0 EREZTLL CeF A ZEH N —TLe. Pl

The 60th anniversary celebration on October 14, 1965 Special edition of “SANGAKU" in 1975 with cover photos of Manaslu
BEIRADORTE D2, BRIITAbN AN 0REDRRE TOREDLZHHLLT "HA. BXRDILERFH) »HITE

The 60rh anniversary celebration with worldwide guests The original classic books of alpine literature in Japan. re-printed in 1975

HAIFEZDORSFPEEZ  Anniversary Celebrations
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BISIR0A FIL G e M A SR ThHIflsh . ERGRECIT>5ERESR
Toshio IMANISHI, the president of the club at the 80ch anniversary celebration on August 24, 1985
0MFIEAMCTHIF SN R EEERT

Her Highness Princes CHICHIBU in attendance at the 80th anniversary

TETA—F A ILIFHED Ay
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Their Highnesses the Crown Prince
and Princess in attendance at the

forum “Message from Yosemite™

HHIL, MRk, MRS, 5
HEETFRONADFLAHSE
Efrani:

Eleven of the new honorary mem.

ber was introduced
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The first ascent of Himal Chuli on
May 24, 1960 by Keio University
Party

1970 (BaF045) 5, <A —H
PR DHIE THICEE D L - RiiE
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The first ascent of Makalu

through the South-East Ridge [
ol
by Tokai Secrion of the club in

1970

HEG R, 1976(HF
5146 H15H, >4+ 7748
BLOFEE~OPIEECR L

The first traverse from the East to

the Main Peak of Nanda Devi cn
June 15, 1976 by India-Japan
Joint Party

104 =)D F 2% 7> FLBIE, 1980 (1BHI55) 45 5 A10H . ALBEXD B TR L 7z
Ascent of the North-Face of Chomo Lungma by the JAC Party in May 10, 1980

eI YEINDIESE  Achievements in Himalayan Mountaineering
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2001 (CPRRI3) SE10H ., Toiep s
Z=X s Thif{ e ma=2,
EHlicE->T. HAEOEILNHN
B T I T D (R S T A
“Jpanese Alpine News”, an
English journal of JAC, the first
ssue in October 2001
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1988 (B3R6D) 4E 5 H 5 H, SEKFBIRIRF s 77 /$HNv—2OHER 2 TERRECHRD

Chomo Lungma/Sagarmatha by the Japan-Nepal-China Partics and crossing-over ar the summit on May 5, 1988

1984 (H3HI59) 4F 5 H20H, AXF 2> a2 FROGECRI)
Traversing Kangchenjunga South to the Main Peak in 1984
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199500 7 )4E 5 H21H, RRad@rs, var—SIics) 1992 (PRR 4) E10HI0E., RESOREBER, +AF 20 707) WML, 2003 (FRR15) 1, o—Y=RaRicHkA, §2504—
IR D) ricEhe
Tokai Section Party reached ar B250m of the South Face of Lhowse

Ascent of Makalu through the very long East Ridge on May 21, 1995
The fisst ascent of Namcha Barwa by the Japan-China Parry in 1992
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Members of the JAC Commitree of Science investigating strong wind at high elevation in Mr. McKinley

EHARDERENDOHIDFA  Activities in Nature Preservation
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lioRsEIE, BhORBBICE->TRELZEREINEF—HTH2, ILHEDEON 7y N RER
Wind Power Generation at KITA-HOTAKA-KOYA

KERERIRA LY —F /S 30 5538 L T 5 SR E LT
Solar Power Generation at HOTAKADAKE-SANSO
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Miniature Hydroelectric Generation at SANKEN in Kamikochi

e kil Y N RS S e U =
THREOFHE T i, REIChL 23 BinED, EroibE T2 B REERR LR
Members of the Committee of Nature Preservation at “"TAKAOQ-NO-MORIZUKURI"

31

HARBRESHREL TIREE, 2004CFRR16) 7 9 A, LT B R REEE & Mrh i

The 40cth anniversary meeting of the JAC Committee of Nature Preservation in 2004

e I

LR A B RBEER AL IO RIS, QAT
Field work by the members of “YAMA-NO-SHIZENGAKU-KENKYUKATI", a nature study group
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“Whole route survey of the Central Divide in the Japanese
island” for one of the 100th anniversary projects. Photo:
Members of MIY AZAKI Section at SATA-MISAKICape, the
south end of the central divide

KEROINA ZH BRI, RE»SIELREHE T 55
WwosR

Members of MIYAGI Section going the divide of ONIKOBE
& 0 HANADATE Pass

1 SkdtRREOREERET, BUSESEO0=R
Members of TOYAMA Section on the top of Mr.Norikura
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Centenary Projects
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Chronological Table of the-History of the JAC

KR FoEr . YEAR ARTICLE
1905 (BA3538) 4 | 10A14H, NIHESR) BHIOEEHTabhl . ZORELTRRIAL T3 1905 | Our Club was founded on October 14, 1905.
1906( » 39)4 | 4 ANHEEE 1 5 1 BRET 1906 | In April, the Tapanese Alpine Journal “Sangaku (Mountains)” was first published.
1909( « 42)% 6 A10H.&0&HE HELESEL . SBEHETS 1909 The Club's name was decided as the Japanese Alpine Club, and created also the
membership badge.
1910( » 43)4F | 3 A vany— oz A AR, TRILES .8 1 e FT 1910 In March, Walter Weston was nominated as an honorary member.
1921 CKIE10)4E | 9 H.BUE1ET A7 —SRILBYIES 1921 | Yuko Maki succeeded in the first ascent of the Eastridge of Eiger.
1925( « 14)4E | 7 A WEES7 v x—2IRgETH 1925 Yuko Maki and other members made the first ascent of Mt. Alberta via the East-face.
1926( ~ 15)4 | 8 A»5 9 A B EE T A AT V7 A1 08%%E5 1926 | Prince Chichibu climbed more than 10 peaks in the Swiss Alps.
1928 (BFA0 3 ) £ | BB FLEH IESAESBCEssh 2 1928 Prince Chichibu was nominated as a honorary member of the Alpine Club.
1929( » 4)F | ROPTFF=REOVHBERESTZE 2R 1929 The club library was inaugurated at Fujiya Bldg. Toranomon, Tokyo.
1930( » 5)4 | NUAZ. (6 A). "< (10A) 287 1930 An alpine diary “Yama Nikki” was first published. A monthly newslerter *"Yama” started in
succession.
1931( « 6)4 | MAE SANCEEL &5 - HIHL 25 IR ERI/NSAKRIE 1931 Rules and Regulations were revised. The president and board of directors was prepared.
1933( » 8)%F | 12H.WE{CIf SRIcEE 1933 | In December, Nihei Takato was elected president.
1935( « 10)4 | ARZI0EEDSTEE GEaimEs. mf&@ﬁﬁﬁ‘“%) 2 HEH 1935 The 30th anniversary was celebrared.
12 SRR S RCBUHTE In December, Ritaro Kogure was elected president.
1936( « 11)4 | 107 JEHSF—SNBORFE, + > -2—NCBTH 1936 Rikkyo Univ. A.C. led by Yaichi Howa made the first ascent of Nanda Kot in October.
1937( » 12)4 | 8 A. @A OL)—7 238 1937 | In August, the bust of Walter Weston was unveiled in Kamikochi.
1941( « 16)4F | 1 A #LEEARER] 1941 | In January, the club became an incorporated body (non-profit organization) .
1944( « 19)% | 5 A 7 B AFESROSH O MEISERSeRERT 1944 | Ritaro Kogure suddenly passed away, then Yuko Maki took over his position temporarily.
1945( » 20)4E | 5 A25H.FEOPIDN—LZBRCIDEEK 1945 | Airraid on May 25 destroyed the club room.
12H eI EBEE (S RBSITRT) 2R I LESOEREHELEDT As World War II ended, the club acrivities resumed in December.
1946( ~ 21)4F | 6 A 1 H. &SRB TRASIEESRICHED 1946 In June, Saburo Matsukata was elected president.
12728 5 BRFE 2B, EEdEL T AR AHAEFHESET In December, the Rules and Regurations were amended in order to enable the club
OHEEE R s Lt £ESC T ER AT S to be a member of the Japan Amateur Sports Association.
1947( « 22)4E | 6 A. EEtyo AN R — 72 WA 3 1 By A R B8RS 1947 | In June, the fist Weston Festival was held.
1085 2 nEEEAEAS () T8z AR3 LsrSELTEm In October, the club joined the 2nd National Sports Festival in Ishikawa Pref
1948( « 23)F | 4 A.REAEK. . SRTHE 1948 | Hisayoshi Takeda was elected president.
1949( » 24)5F | 3 A, BHFOKORAEREHIPN NV — 8T 1949 In March, the new club house was built in the compound of Kishi Sports Memorial Hall.
1950( « 25)4F | 4 A R TE TR, 7 4. 4S8 1950 Prince Chichibu and seven members were nominated as honorary members.
1951( « 26)4F | 4 5. 40010, &RCHE 1951 Yuko Maki was elected president.
1952( » 27)4E | 8 A~11H.=F AN (SPa8eTEIE) 2 1952 Manaslu was reconnoitered by Dr. Kinji Imanishi’s party from August to November.
1953( « 28)4E | 3 H~6 A.F 1 X=F ANVBLE (SHEXRER) 7750misE 1953 A dimbing party to Manaslu led by Yukio Mita reached the point ar 7750m on June 1.
1954( « 29)4F | 2 A~ 6 A.58 2 o+ AVELBR GEET—BR) 2ikE 1954 Yaichi Hotta's parry again attempted on Manaslu, but was not successful.
1955( « 30)4F | 5 H. BIEEE, SRcRiE 1955 In May, Sadatoshi Bekku was elected president.
1956( « 314 | 2 A~ 6 A.5 3 K= ANBILB (BVETERER) . 5 A 9 HYIBTE 1956 | The 3rd expedition party led by Yuko Maki made the firsc ascent of Manasly on May 9.
1958( « 33)£ | 10A.BISESEOMH -, BEEARE, SR E 1958 | Due to sudden death of Sadatoshi Bekku, Shinrokuro Hidaka was elected president.
1959( » 34)4E | 2 H~6 H.b¥—N » F2)B LB (FA AR il 1959 The JAC Expedition to Himalchuli led by Junjiro Muraki reached the point ar 7400m.
1960( » 35)4 | 5 A ASr&OAEEYE 2 ADE TERLERS (REAEER) 0L 1960 | The Japan Mountineering Association (JMA) was established in cooperation with All Japan
|7~ =5 12 G S Mountaineering Federation (JMF) . Hisayoshi Takeda was appointed to be presiden.
1961( « 36)4F | 10A. EEsnc I LSS fA L LE s L bR 1961 The club hut “Kamikochi Sanso” was opened at Kamikochi
1962( « 374 | 4 AJAH=RR. &RCRE 1962 Saburo Marsukata was elected president.
1964( « 39)4E | 7 A BHIEOBIEC RO AL —AESEAER O — o BiE 1964 The club room was moved to Gaien - Corp, Jingumae, Shibuya, Tokyo.
1965( « 40)5 | 108 . AIN60 B EDSTIRERE (F M 7 4 TEFEE Bl 1965 | In October, the 60th anniversary was celebrated ar Chinzanso, Tokyo.
1966( « 41)4F | 2 B, 80EEE7 > F ASHREIEER, 7347 7 Rt sIn 1966 Tokai Section Andes expedition team climbed Aconcagua via South-face route.
6 B. 8 r60EFELSEE AR The 60th Anniversary Exibition held in June.
1967( » 42)5F | 6 A &SN —A FHSATORHE T 1967 In June, The club room was moved to Mukar Bldg, Kanda, Tokyo..
10A. UTAADEE AL 22 in October,the Club became a member of the U.LA.A.
1968( « 43)% | 4 H.=HEkR SEIE 1968 In April, Yukio Mita was elected president.
1969( « 44)4E | 4 A~5 A. 85— A MeZE (EEEERE) 77— 7 kihzs 1969 JAC Everest Reconnaissance party led by Hideki Miyashira reached 8000m at the South-west
9 A~108. B2k (F TR R) FrE8E8000m >4 ACElE face of M. Everest.
1970( « 45)4E | 2 A~6 B,z VAMHLUBE =) | 5 ALLH, =~V AMETRICEEh 1970 JAC Expedition party led by Saburo Matsukata made the ascent of Everest on May 11.

5 A23 0. HEEEHER (FIRER) | < 20— LD B

An another JAC-Tokai expedition succeeded to the Makalu via South-east ridge.
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