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Chilbolton,
December 9, 1966,

The Editor,

The Alpine Journal.

DEAR SIR,

I am sorry that the author of
the article on Japanese Mountai-
neering in the last Alpine Jour-
nal did not mention the name of
Prince Chichibu. It is even more
regrettable that no obituary no-
tice of our Honorary Member
was ever published in the A, J,,
though his death was recorded
in A.J. 59. 86.

The Prince will be remembered
by many members of the O.U.M.
C. in 1926-7 and it is worth re-
cording that he asked to be an
ordinary rather than an honorary
member of the O.U.M.C. He cli-
mbed considerably in the Alps
(Sometimes with Yuko Maki),
was an extremely active skier
and a regular attendant at our
meetings.

He was elected an Honorary
Member of the A.C. in 1928 (A.
J. 40. 179) and contributed an
article on the Japanese Alps next
year (A.J. 41. 8). When I was
posted to Japan in 1941 I wrote
to him. Within a week of our
arrival the attack on Pearl Har-
bour took place and we were in-
terned. I nevertheless received
some clandestine messages from
H.ILH. These were rather pathe-
tic, because, as I learned on ar-
rival in Tokyo, he was himself
under a sort of house arrest,
owing to his strong disapproval
of the actions of the Japanese
Government. We were never able
to meet.

His membership of the Alpine
Club ceased in 1941. He was im-
mensely gratified to be re-elected
in 1952 (A.J. 58. 406) but, alas,
lived only a few months to enjoy
the honour.

Brought up in all the aura of
sanctity of the Japanese court,
it was a considerable achievement
for him to accustom himself to
British informality, and the O.U.
M.C. helped him much towards
this. The effect endured, as was
shown by his courageous stand
in the early forties.

Yours truly,
DoucLAs Busk.

Mountaineering. Vol. V,
No. 1, Spring 1967
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Happiest news reached here
from Mr. Francis P, FFarguhar,
my respectable and senior friend,
who entertained me heartily wh-
en I had been on the way to the
Andes and back home in 1951,

Mr. Farquhar says in the latest
letter to me that our mutual
friend, the Nick, Mr. Nicolas B.
Clinch, might be elected the Pr-
esident of the American Alpine
Club on the occasion of the An-
nual Meeting of this year which
(continued to the next page)
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(continued from p. 19)
is to be held at Berkeley on the
second of December, 1967,

I have the honour to send my
highest and heartiest congratula-
tions to him and all the members
of the American Alpine Club.
I think he might be one of the
youngest presidents of the lea-
ding alpine clubs of the world,
having the most splendid moun-
taineering careers and promising
future activities.

He has many mountaineering
in Japan and I think
there are no mountaineers and

friends

explorers in our country who do
not know his name and his wo-
nderful abilities to organize exp-
editions and splendid climbing
pOWers.

I am very proud to have him
as a mountaineering friend of
mine. He has been showing us
very and bottomless kindnesses
whenever he was busy and oce-
upied with his businesses.

Thanks to his precious and
adequate advices, many Japanese
expeditions to the Andes and
other parts of the highest mou-
ntains in the world, have had
the successful results including
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my one to the Cordillera Blanca
and Apolobamba in 1961.

He is always very kind and
sympathetic to us but sometim-
es he showed me his one side
of headstrongness. In 1961 he
took me to the Yosemite Valley
and passed a night in a lodge in
front of the Hotel. There he was
coughing at times and had a fit
of sneezing. I said to him. “Did
you catch cold? “He replied.
“Nothing. Don’t care of me.* He
refused my spare jacket and sne-
ezed again. I believe you had
better take care of his geyser-
like obstinacy.

Some days ago, he wrote me
informing that his wife, Betsy,
is going to become a mother. I
suggested him to christen the
newly coming baby as “Vinson”.
I am sorry that I don’t know
what the result was.

Now I must go back to the fo-
rmal.

Having elected President an
able man such as Nick Clinch,
the future of the American Al-
pine Club would be of the full
brightest hopes and I think the
relations between the American
Alpine Club and the Japanese
Alpine Club of which I am a
councillor will be more closely
connected and promote our fri-
endships more and more deeply.

Thank you,
Ichiro Yoshizawa.
x x x

TEERED < R—5—_OHES
SRR oS 0 e
Dear Mr. Yoshizawa,

I was delighted that your exce-
llent letter to Francis Farquhar
was read to the entire members-
hip of the American Alpine Club
just after Nich Clinch was ele-
cted to the presidency of the
American Alpine Club in Berke-
ley, California last Saturday, Ev-
eryone was very happy to hear
your good words of good wishes.

Adams Carter.
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