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Progress of Climbing at a Glance

Height of Camps Date of Erection

(meters/feet)
ATITITN Summit (7,710/25,2%5)  May 18
o’
TN CampVl (7,350/24,114)  May 15 )
LR R W, N Former CV (5,900/ ) May 7
A A | (Swep by AVALANCHE) i I
47—1”[ ******* Camp V (6700/21.981) May 9
ﬁIDII‘ImTﬂTJ Camp IV (6,500/21,325) April 21 )
[ I”mﬂ-”-ﬂ emporary CIV (5,300/20,669)  April 19
(I 1] PV ____”_|_| pll (5900/19357)  April 6
- ‘ (1] f]|||||||“|]|]‘({ﬁ_dy‘anceBaseCamp) il
(T nl—ﬂmTempOﬁriyl CIl (5750/18865)  April 5
{l ! - |
I || (1] |r I——-—I-H-!-I—! Iamp HI (5,300/17,388)  April 1
| | ‘ T I _|I||]|Tempor|a‘irig,rHCIH (]5100/16732) March 28
il A it | 1
ﬁmth' v|:es|, _F?clel; ' @--Uul 4800/15748)  March 24)
Yamatari Glacmlrlsde) ‘H””H’ || |J”1
| Il E — Base Camp '(4,500/14,764) March 19}]]I
TOTAL DAYS 67
I +-+++-Withdrawn on May 19
I[+++-+-Withdrawn on May 20

[Isssss Withdrawn on May 24
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Mountaineering in Himalayas Centering on the
Activities of Japanese Parties During 1973-1974

by Zenpei Katayama

We can not neglect the impacts of oil crisis on mountaineering during
1973-1974. The impacts has made it difficult for us to raise expedition funds,
and prices of gears have soared, and in Himalayas, it is reflected on the
employment of porters and sherpas. On the other hand, in Japan, recreations
and sports have become to be argued in the same sphere as labor. Increase
of leisure time, development of communication networks brought Himalayas
nearer to Japanese climbers. Moreover, in 1973, Pakistani mountains were
reopened and in 1974, India made her inner line retreat greatly.

To Nepal Himalaya, 29 parties in ‘71, 18 in ’72, 21 in ’73 and in ’74
went from abroad. Japanese parties occupied large parts in each year. At
least 50 parties went to Himalayas including Indian and Pakistani peaks in
'74. This unusual number, however, does not show the barometer of the
quality of their activities.

Giants

Everest is still attracting climbers in the world. Two big expeditions
challenged it in '73. In the pre-monsoon, luxuriously equipped Italian party,
64 members, led by millionaire Gyde Mantieno and Piero Nava made
two ascents by normal route on southeast ridge by seven members (three
were sherpas). The Second RCC Party of Japan, 43 members, led by Michio
Yuasa, made the first ascent in post-monsoon. Ishiguro and Kato stood
on the summit. The party failed, however, in the attack by southwest face.
A Spanish party and a French party failed in both seasons of ’74.

Dhaulagiri I (8167 m): An American party made the third ascent
by northeast ridge in pre. 1973. They, however, failed in the attempt by
untrodden Southeast Ridge.

Annapurna I (8091 m): In pre. '73, JAC Shinano Branch party attempted
by the French party route. They, however, were obliged to abandon the
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summit just 50 m below it by bad weather. They lost four members and a
sherpa by an avalanche.

Yalung Kang (8500 m): Kyoto Univ. party made the first ascent in
pre. '73. Nihon Univ. party in the next year abandoned climbing just below
the summit. A German party made the fourth ascent of Manasulu (8156 m)
by east face in pre. ’73. Although the fourth, the party developed the new
variation route. A Japanese all-woman party made the fifth ascent by JAC
’57 route in pre. *74. A Czechslovak party (in pre. '73 by southwest face)
and a Austrian party (in pre, '74 by South Face) challenged dangerous
Makalu but failed.

Kanagawaken Sangakurenmei party attempted to climb by the south
face of Lhotse (8511 m) in pre. *73; and an Austrian party challenged there
from Barun Glacier in pre. '74. The latter party made the ascent of Shartse,
but both failed in getting the summit of Lhotse. Climb of Lhotse by varia-
tion routes seem to be at the opening stage.

Dhaulagiri Peaks

Since the reopening in ’70 till *74, 32 parties attacked Dhaulagiri peaks.
Nine parties gathered there in 73 and '74 respectively. Untrodden Peak
IV (7661 m) especially became the target of expeditions. Five Japanese
parties had already attacked the peak, but all failed. An Austrian party
(OAV) attacked by north face but abandoned at 7250 m by strong wind. A
British party in the latter of the year sent two attack teams from C6 (6000 m)
but they withdrew at C8 on the col on west ridge. A British Air Force party
succeeded in the attempt in pre. '74. On the way to carry goods between
Cl and C2, however, four sherpas were assaulted by a crush of seracs
(three were killed and one was seriously wounded). The party abandoned
in the early stage. Dhaulagiri IV has already killed 12 men. Dhaulagiri
III (7751 m) was conquered by a West German party in post. '73. Dhaula-
giri VI (7268 m) was conquered by Japanese Osakafu Gakuren party. Putha
Hiunchuli (7246 m) was climbed by Yokkaichi party in post. '73, but lost
two members and a sherpa at C5 on Oct. 14. It is said that the cause of the
disaster an avalanche aroused by an earthqualke.

Kanjiroba Peaks
Kanjiroba Himal still remains unexplored areas. Main peak of Kanjiroba
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was conquered by Osaka Univ. party in ’70. In the next year, Osakafu
Gakuren party conquered Tsho Karpo Kang (6556 m). Nihon Himalayan
Sangaku Kyokai party entered there from the westward of Jumla and
went to eastwards. The party explored Dojam Khola river and Phungphung
Kola river located on the west of Phokusumdo lake. The party then attacked
Kang Jeralwa (6612 m) through southwest ridge and reached the summit
on April 22 by Kyogoku and Goto and on 23rd, Hattori, Nomura, Sakamoto:
and Pasan Norub also stood on the summit. Then, the party approached to
the origin of Phungphung Khola and on their way back, passed over Kagmaa.
La (5115 m).

Kitazato Univ. party aimed Hanging Glacier Peak (6482 m) but aban-
doned it and got the summit of 6227 m peak. They named it Serku Dorma
(Golden Goddess). Yamagata Univ. party in pre. '74 made the first ascent
of Bhijora Hiunchuli (6386 m) on April 27 by Milchberg ridge. The party
went back to Pokhala via Dibricott and Jangra Banshan.

Japanese parties were very active in Kanjirobas after reopening. Some
compilings of the results of their activities seem to be needed now.

Annapurna Peaks

Sangaku Doshikai Association sent a party to Annapurna II (7937 m)
in pre. '73. The party originally had aimed to climb by south face, but
changed it on the way to northwest face route (developed by Shinshu
Univ. party in '71). K. Kondo soloed from C5 and reached the summit on
May 6. Sagaminokai party which aimed Annapurna South (7220 m) by
east ridge in pre. ’'73, and Korivama Yamanokai party which aimed
southwest ridge of the peak in pre. '74, abandoned the summit. A British
Army party made the first ascent of Lamjung Himal (6983 m) in pre.
'74 by southeast ridge. Nihon Himalayan Sangaku Kyokai party made
the second ascent of the peak in the latter of the year. JAC Nagano Branch
party was assaulted by a snow avalanche as a result of unusual heavy snow
in pre. '73 when climbing the main peak of Annapurna. Unskilled sherpas
increased victims in the disaster. Expeditions of Nagano Prefecture for
Dhaulagiri V in 71, Annapurna II in '71, and Gangapurna in '72 lost 17
members in Himalaya.

Eastern Nepal
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Seijo Univ. party made the second ascent of Jannu (7710 m) in pre. "74.
Rikkyo Univ. party which aimed Kanbachen (7902 m) in post '74, aban-
doned the summit because of the destruction of C3 by a heavy snow and
danger of avalanche. A Polish party (15 members, led by P. Motteckey)
made ascent of the peak by northwest face on May 26 in '74. A Yugoslabian
party made the second ascent in the latter of the year. Activities of East
European parties have become conspicuous in Himalayas.

Sherpaless mountaineering

Two variation routes were developed by two Japanese parties at
Pumori (7145m). Tohan Club party, 14 members, led by Nakamura
attacked by south ridge without sherpas. Two members got the summit
on May 1. Club Unpo Himalayan party, 11 members led by Fujita stood
on the summit by west wall in post. '74. They attacked from a branch
of Changri Glacier (three sherpas supported them to Cl). Two members
stood on the summit on Oct. 13. It was the fourth ascent of the peak. These
two expeditions should be marked since they pioneered new style light
expedition of seven thousanders without sherpa. This style of mountain-

eering seems to become more popular in Himalayas.

Movements in Kathmandu

Responding to the increase of disasters of expeditions and treckers,
movements of establishing HRA (Himalayan Rescue Association) emerged
among foreigners in Kathmandu, such as the members of US Peace Corpse,
surgeons and pilots. Before beginning activities, however, the organization
was absorved in HMA and inactive now.

Nepalese Government revised mountaineering regulations. Compensa-
tions for accidents of porters and sherpas were raised widely at a stroke.
Death of sherpa, for example, has become three times to 150,000 Rs since
*74. The rate of death of sherpas has been actually high. After reopening,
at least 40 sherpas were killed in the mountaineering. As the population
of sherpas in Khumbu are about 3,000, the rate surpasses one per cent. On
the other hand, superior Darjeeling sherpas cannot be employed because of
bad relations between India and Nepal and also the oppressions by Khumbu
sherpas.

These factors naturally have become affected to the style of moun
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taineering in Himalaya. The two expeditions for Pumori were good ex-
amples. Although guideless élimbing has become popular in Alps, Himalayan
peaks inevitably require sherpas especially expeditions for eight thou-
sanders. To establish modern training organization of sherpas must be
eagerly desired. The roles of sherpas in expedition should be recognized as
a vocation, guiding and carrying goods at high altitudes. Mr. Hillary and
Roberts once moved to organize such training center, but aborted. Inter-
national cooperations must be needed for that.

The revolt of Kampa was one of the annoying problems for expeditions.
Northern areas of Dhaulagiris and Annapurnas have been inhibited to
inter into.

‘When preparing for this manuscript, the first disaster in pre. '75 occurred
at Dhaulagiri I. Tokyo Metropolitan party, aiming Dhaulagiri I by rocky
south face was assaulted by a snow avalanche and lost two members at CI.
It happened at midnight. The party was mainly consisted of the veterans
of Manaslu West Face expedition in '71. Although they had expected the
danger of avalanche at the night, the final decision whether to remain or
to withdraw was given to judge for the two young members in Cl. The
Tokyo Metropolitan party for Manaslu was effectively managed by giving
considerably wide free hands for each member. In this case, the method
went against the party. When members are pursuing a single object, in-
dependency of members will work well, on the contrary, once the members
are facing decisive moment, how far individual’s judgement maintain
availability to the situation? The disaster again evoked dispute about
independency of members and leadership of a party, When in the organi-
zation, Japanese are usually said to be dependent to leaders (vertical
relationship). Small sized expeditions for Himalayas increased during '73
and '74 based on mountaineering clubs which are similar organizing principles
to European clubs. We, Japanese must be cautious that the responsibility of
each individual becomes much greater in such organizations.



Manaslu: Premonsoon, 1974
the first 8000m by a Japanese woman expedition

by Tsune Kuroishi

Our expedition was planned to challenge a eight thousander by women
alone. Manaslu was chosen since it is familiar to Japanese since ’50s.
Originally we proposed to take JAC ’57 route, but were obliged to change
it to east ridge route since a South Korean party had advancedly been
given the permission. Our offer was approved by Nepalese Foreign Ministry
in January, 1973. Since we had no detailed data, N. Nakaseko, S. Suzuki,
and S. Harada were sent to make reconnaissance in Appril, '73. Although
they could not examine precisely by the beginning of monsoon, they
brought back a good news. Mountaineering Department told them that we
might choose either JAC route of east ridge route because the South
Korean party quitted their plan. We concluded in the all members meeting
to take East Ridge route. The massive disaster of South Korean party by
a snow avalanche in *72 on JAC route affected us much. We also decided in
the meeting that if we were impossible to attack by east ridge, we would
change the route to JAC. The time limit of conversion was expected to be
by the end of March.

We were conironted with financial problem when beginning preparation.
“Eight thousander by women alone” could not catch public interest so much
as our expectation. Oil crisis also worsened fund raising. At last we raised
our own burden from ¥a million to ¥1.5 million.

When arrived in Kathmandu, we were troubled with the compensation
problem. All the parties there were confused by it. Proposals to postpone
the enforcement of new regulation were rejected. We offered a memo-
randum to compensate for accidents by ourselves for the people who were not
assured by insurance. We became cautious to employ of sherpas. We reduced
the number and enforced medical examination of sherpas.

Caravan
We started from Kathmandu on Feb. 13 by four trucks and three taxis
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to Trisribazaar. In Trisribazaar eleven tons of goods were devided into 30 kg
of packages for four hundred porters. From the next day we began caravan
to Sama. On 24th, after eleven days of march we reached Sama.

East Ridge

We built BC on a plateau at 4400 m on March 3 and finished carrying
up goods there on the next day. We began the preparation of carrying up
goods and reconaissance from March 5. Members always were at the head
of every activity and work. Although some sherpas complained that we were
too slow, we would not have made concession with them. We did not want
to be said ‘‘sherpa make’ ascent later. Sherpas then sometimes went slow-
down their tasks. We gradually mastered how to control them. Discord
between two sirders and troubles between their facilities, however, had
always been our cause of anxiety.

Carrying goods to Cl went on smoothly. Members also engaged in the
work for the practice of acclimatization. Although loads were limited
under 15 kg, some were completely tired out when returned to BC. Strict
health examination prevented serious maladjustment. C1 was built at
5200 m on March 10. I made a rotation program of members of staying
alternately in Cl for acclimatization. We began to make route to C2 from
18th. Nakaseko, Harada and two sirders climbed up the couloir to east
ridge. They found the rope which our reconnaissance party had left a year
before was still useful. The weather changed to snow from afternoon every
day. C2 was built at 6000 m on east ridge on March 26. Without a break,
we attempted to make route to a rock peak which we had thought the
first barrier to the summit. It took five days to traverse unsteady ice wall
and to reach the foot of the rock peak. Sherpas would not bear over 15 kg
of loads and arbitralily fixed ropes on route. The shortage of ropes and
snowbar became evident and carrying of goods delayed much.

Conversion of attack route

All members gathered in BC on March 31 and discussed whether to con-
vert our attacking route or not. Some members strongly disagreed the
route change. We consumed half a day in discussion and finaly decided
the matter by majority. We began to prepare the shift of our BC from the
next day. Sama porters took advantage to our difficult conditions and
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intended to raise wages. As we rejected, it took nine days for the shift of
BC. Five members led by Nakaseko began to attack by JAC route in this
while.

On our way to the new BC, we could find signs of spring after a month’s
stay in the snow. Tiny flowers and fresh greens pleased us much.

We hurried to rebuild BC, but, at that stage, the liaison officer forbade
us to go ahead because he suspected our route change objected the permis-
sion. We had to wait for a while without activities till he received the ap-
proval of competent authority. Nakaseko team had already built Cl and
were making route to C2. We hired 37 porters for the carrying of goods
between BC and Cl, and seven local porters for C1-C2. We could regain
the delay of schedule by it.

I could feel complaints of members who had engaged in the withdrawal
of the former BC. Nakaseko insisted that as her team members acclimatized
to 6000 m, she would make C3 by these members. The others complained
that they had no freedom to climb up but only climb down. I could not com-
municate well with Nakaseko through transceiver. It was lucky for me when
Nakaseko injured her health a little and climbed down to BC. Nakaseko, Uchi-
da and I discussed the problem about the attack members. At first we did not
include sherpas in attacking team but later added some since they requested.

Nakaseko returned to C2 on April 16 and determined the place of C3.
Although fixed ropes on steep slopes, members need not wear climbing irons.
We made direct route from C3 to C4 on the “back of Whale”. Conditions
of snow changed frequently by the wind blowing down from North Col.
Sherpas requested to fix ropes for about 800 m between 6600 m of altitude
and C4. Although we had much snow, we could steadily continued to build
camps. Three days of behind schedule, on April 28, we built C4 (7150 m).
Members began to use oxygen above C4. When sleeping, I tasked them to
consume oxygen 0.5 littre a minute.

We began to make route to C5 from 29th. Itoh, with three sherpas
determined the place for C5 at 7650 m on May 1. I talked with Nakaseko
and decided the candidate for attacking members as Nakaseko, Uchida,
Sekita, Kuribayashi and Mori. Also, I ordered sirder, Ila Tsering to go up to
C2 and support attacking members. Sherpas carried goods to C5 and
Nakaseko, Uchida and Mori went to C4 on May 2. I could directly talked
with Nakaseko through transceiver. She reported that the three members
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and Zangbu would build C5 on May 3 and to attack the summit by two
members in good condition and the others would support them on the next
day.

Nakaseko reported that sherpas showed threatening behavior. They com-
plained that we chose Zangbu as attacking member overheading sirder
Dawa Wangchhu. They began slowing down of works. Although we had asked
Dawa Wangchhu to nominate an attacker from sherpas, he could not select
after all and asked us to choose one. We chose Zangbu instead of sirder
Dawa Wangchhu since the sirder had some anxieties in his health. Although
sherpas in C3 promised to support attackers, some fear remained since I
could not directly grasp the situation of upper camps.

It was unusually clear sky in the morning. There was no smoke of
snow on the summit of Manaslu which was dyed in orange. Uchida and
Zangbu started from C5 at 8:30. Nakaseko and Mori followed them 30
minuted later. They steadily climbed up. Uchida and Zangbu reached a
pinnacle at 15: 00. Zangbu insisted to return from there. Nakaseko and
Mori overtook them. Zangbu thought the false summit as the true one.
Nakaseko at the head, then Uchida, Zangbu and Mori followed her in order.
They found a haken which must have supported the climb of JAC 56 just
below the summit. Nakaseko and Uchida made concession each other for
a while and at last the attacking leader, Nakaseko at first stood on the
summit. It was 17:30. After an hour of stay there, they began descent.
I could hear their voices at 19: 30. They breathlessly spoke through trans-
ceiver. To my surprise, all the members except Mori climbed up and down
without oxygen for four hours from the false summit. They returned to
C5 safely at 22: 00.

Disaster

On May 5, Suzuki and Itoh who were the second sttacking members
were lost on their way from C4 to C5. We found at 18: 00 that both members
had not reached to C5 yet. Nakaseko who were in C3 said that the route
between C4 and C5 were almost fixed by ropes. C5 communicated at 19: 30.
The sherpas in C5 said that Suzuki and Itoh seemed to go back to C4 aban-
doning to try the summit. The weather had changed to fierce blizzard. They
did not return by 20: 30. We took emergency. C4 reported that they found
Itoh stadning faintly near C4 at 23: 00. We expected Suzuki would come
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back, too. However, she did not come back that night.

In the early next morning, members in C4 and C5 began to search.
Dawa Wangchhu and Mimma in C5 began descent in the strong wind. They
found Suzuki’s pickel and oxygen cylinder just below the plateau. They
however, could not collect them by strong wind. Moreover, they found
her windjacket with climbing belt near C4 and collected it.

We guess that Suzuki must have been blown away when she was chang-
ing her clothes (to feather wear) without maintaining her body to fixed
rope. She slipped down to near C4 and must have fallen down into crevasse.
Members did not tie each other between C4 and C5 since they used climbing
belts to fixed rope and also used jiimar.

The weather was worsening and sherpas began descent from upper
camps neglecting our request to stay. We could take Itoh down to C3 to
our best. I ordered withdrawal of upper camps on May 7. All members came
back to BC on May 8.

We returned Sama and had funeral of Suzuki at a lamasery on May 13.
We built a memorial stones of Suzuki on a hill where Manaslu could be seen
well. We started from Sama on May 17.

Our attempt seems to have proved that mountaineering of eight thou-
sander is possible by women if making schedule suitable for female. The
possibility however, is merely physiological one. We were not matured in
public relations. We have many to be reflected about the matter. We hope
women parties in the future can get better fruits standing on our experiences.

Members
General director: Kyoko Sato (36). Leader and doctor; Tsune Kuroishi (48).
Climbing leader; Naoko Nakaseko (36). Member: Masako Uchida (33),
Michiko Sekita (35), Mieko Mori (33), Masako Itakura (31), Mutsumi
Nakajima (29), Sadako Suzuki (30), Tomoko Igoh (27), Shizu Harada (26),
Naoko Kuribayashi (24). Liaison officer; B. S. Lana (22). Sirder; Ira
Tsering (40), Dawa Wangchhu (38), thirteen sherpas, two cooks, two kitchen

boys, and two mail runners, 410 porters.
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Jannu, old and new
The Second Ascent in the Premonsoon, 1974

by Kazutoyo Hashimura

1. GENESIS

Mastered Iron-mountaineers’ Club of Seijo University, to which the
writer belongs, is an alpine club organized and managed by the graduates
of Seijo University, Tokyo. Most of the members are the veteran climbers
of the ice and rock in difficult conditions, and we can proudly say that this
<lub has been achieving one of the highest-ranked climbings in Japan.

With a desire to make an expedition to the Himalaya, we had been
looking for a good target for several years in vain. One reason was the
governmental restriction of Nepal or Pakistan to the foreign expedition.
Another was the difficulty to find a mountain which would bring us a real
satisfaction. We did not have the slightest idea of devoting ourselves
traditionally to the virgin peak alone. Generally, the virgin peaks of today
are left unclimbed because there is a political reason, or the peaks themselves
are less attractive for a challenge than those already climbed. We also
hesitated to choose a mountain, however famous it may be, whose summit
can be readily reached only if we have the well-advanced technology and the
modern equipment.

Our frustration disappeared when the Nepal government announced in
the summer of 1972 that Jannu was open to the foreign climbers. Convinced
that this mountain, which was conquered by our respecting French alpinists
including Jean Franco, Lionel Terray, or Robert Paragot after their three
trials during seven years, was just what we had been searching for, we im-
mediately filed for a climbing permission to the Nepal government which
was issued on June, 1973.

In the second half of 1973, however, the sudden economic sluggishness
in Japan caused by the soraing oil prices disturbed our financial plan not a
little. Since June all of the members of this expedition had to work very
hard to raise fund, giving up their ideas of going to any of the mountain.
It was just a few days before the departure that we were able to finally

(1)



manage to finance the necessary fund amounted to 30 million yen (about
100 thousand U.S. dollars).

Two members, Miyazaki and Azuma, left ahead of others Tokyo airport
on 4 February, 1974 and other seven members departed on 20 February,
two days before the caravan was scheduled to start.

2. CARAVAN

All members joined together in Kathmandu on 22 February. We
completed the preparation of the caravan and other administrative arrange-
ments with amazing quickness in five days, which proved that we were
talented not only as climbers but as negotiators.

On 28 February, seven members and sherpas carrying air-freighted car-
goes, departed for Dahran Bazaar, the starting point of the caravan by a.
large bus and a landrover, and arrived there on 1 March. Two fellows,
who were dispatched to Nepal in advance in order to take care of customs.
clearance of the ocean cargoes via India, joined the main party at Dahran
Bazaar on 1 March with their assistant sherpas and a truckful of cargo.

Shanta Prasad Dawadi, the Liaison Officer, who was delayed due to
his military duty, accompanied by me, rushed to catch up with the others.
by taking every possible air route and arrived at Dahran Bazaar on 2 March.
Thus, all members of this expedition gathered there as listed below, together
with the equipment and food.

Members
No. Name Age Role in the Mountaineering
expedition career
1. Mikio Kawase 39 Leader 18 years
Domestic affairs Member of the *JAC
Records

2. Kazutoyo Hashimura 37 Assault leader 23 years

Vice leader Assault leader of JAC
Foreign affairs Aconcagua S. Face Exp.,
1965-66

Member of the JAC
Director of the Alpine
Guide Society of Japan
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3. Yukihiro Ichikawa 38 Vice leader 20 years
Accounting Member of JAC Aconcagua
Photography S. Face Exp., 1965-66
Assault leader of JAC
Makalu S. E. Ridge Exp.,

1970
Member of the JAC
4. Eiji Yamada 37 Equipment 20 years
Member of the JAC
5. Takeshi Naganuma 37 Fuel 16 years
Photography Member of the JAC
(assist.) Member of the Alpine
Guide Society of Japan
6. Jun Miyazaki 26 Food 11 years
Logistics Member of the JAC
7. Sumio Azuma 27 Oxygen 10 years

Transportation Member of the JAC
Member of the Alpine
Guide Society of Japan

8. Soji Obara 23 0Odd Jobs 4 years
Food (assist.)
9. Koichiro Ohara 36 Surgeon 20 years

Foreign Affairs
(assist.)
* JAC: The Japanese Alpine Club

Sherpas
No. Name Age Role Birth Place
1. Shree Karma 39 Sirder Taktod
2. Tensing 37 Assistant sirder Namche
3. Danu 23 Cook Sholu*
4, Nima Tensing 38 High altitude porter Panboche
5. Sona Jangbu 37 High altitude porter Panboche
6. Ang Kami 33 High altitude porter Khumjung*
7. Pemba Chiring 30 High altitude porter Thame
8. Daji 30 High altitude porter Panboche

(13)



9. Phur Temba 29 High altitude porter Panboche*

10. Ang Phurba 28 High altitude porter Khumjung
11. Dawa Chiring 28 High altitude porter Zarok*

12. Lakpa 25 High altitude porter Panboche
13. Pasang Norbu 21 High altitude porter Namche*
14. Pasang Temba 21 High altitude porter Panboche*

* : those who are not well qualified to work at the high altitude.

In addition, we hired 10 Sherpas as the local porters, the kitchen boys and
the mail runners.

From Dahran Bazaar, we went on the Shangri pass, crossed the Tamur
river, passed Dankuta and arrived at Hile. From there, we went up and
down repeatedly on the ridge from 2000 m to 2900 m in height and descended
the Tamur river again to arrive at Dumhan on 11 March. This trip took eight
days from Dahran Bazaar.

Dumhan is the border of the north and south region, and 160 porters
out of 370 were replaced by the northern residents. We divided the caravan
into two, and an eight-day trip was continued further through Mitlun-
Chirwa-Shakatum-Amjerasa-Kebra-Kunsa up to Base Camp.

Our Base Camp was settled in the comfortable meadow close to the
clear pond on the side moraine located at 4500 m high on the left bank
(seen from the down stream) of the Yamatari glacier. It was the same
location as the one Terray based in 1962, and we found that the ruin of their
“Jannu Palace” had almost been destroyed. It was repaired for use as our

meeting room of sahibs.

3. Up to Installation of C3

The Yamatari glacier has 3 main branches on its right bank, namely,
from the down stream to upward, the glacier descending down from the
President Peak, the glacier from the Head of Knife and the Throne glacier
directly comes from the summit of Jannu. The first one is not a route to
Jannu. The last one is the shortest way to the summit. It has, however,
the huge ice-fall of 1700 m high and 500 m wide falling to the Yamatari
glacier and always being swept by ice block avalanches on various scales.
We decided it too dangerous to advance inside of this glacier. So-called the
Spur of the Newcomer, the icy ridge rising from the Yamatari glacier to the
Head of Knife, is seemingly too steep in its lower part to use as a route.
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We, therefore, decided to take our route in the second branch, namely
the glacier from the Head of Knife. This glacier, 3000 m long and 1200 m
high, is separated by a small spur from the small glacier next to the right
side of the Throne glacier, which was the route of L. Terray in 1962 Expedi-
tion. It originates in the dominent cirque surrounded by the icy spur, which
separates the Yamatari glacier from the Yalung glacier and continues to the
Peak of Discovery from the Head of Knife, and by the Spur of the New-
comer which rises up from the Yamatari glacier to the Head of Knife.

This glacier enchanted us, especially when seen from the upper part,
by its glorious environment encircled by the solemn pillers of granite, the
steep walls of blue ice with a series of layered overhangs, magnificent fluted
buttresses .. .. It was the very place for the Gods of Mountain, we felt,
and named “‘the Glacier of Gods”. Cl was installed at 4800 m point where
the Glacier of Gods falls to the Yamatari glacier as the first ice-fall of 200 m
high. We climed up the left hand side of this fall and built C2 at the altitude
of 5300 m just under the second ice-fall which was full of sérac. C3 was
settled at 5900 m in the center of the cirgue under the Head of Knife after
the second and the third ice-falls were climbed.

There was a bottomless crevasse of 10 m wide across the third ice-fall,
and it forced us to use the double-folded duralumin bridge of 12 m long,
whose joint was almost broken after the frequent transportation by heavily
loaded sherpas and reinforced by two pieces of 15 m log carried from Kunsa.
Cargoes were also transported upward by the aerial tramway at this point.
Including this crevasse, to pass the third ice-fall was the most difficult point
up to C3. From Cl to C3, we used about 1800 m of ropes as the fixed rope
or the aerial tramway to secure loaded sherpas. Installation of C3 was com-
pleted on 6 April, 13 days after C1 was built.

4. Installation of C4 and the Accident of Karma

C4 point at 6500 m was established after long and hard climbing. Be
tween C3 and C4, we used a lot of snow-bars and ice-pitons and set the fixed
ropes of 1500 m long. C4 was installed on 20 April on the great mass of ice
hanging from the Head of Knife toward the huge ice-fall of the Throne
glacier.

14 days were consumed to install C4 due to the following factors:

(1) letting assault members descend to B.C. to take a rest by turns.
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(2) difficulty of the route dodging and climbing of the ice ridge fol-

lowed by the Col of the Newcomer.

(3) decrease of loading ability of sherpas to 20 kgs per head because

of the difficulty of the route.

(4) periodical snow storm in every afternoon.

Ichikawa, Naganuma, Obara, I, and Pemba Chiring at C4 started to
dodge the route to climb over the Head of Lace and to enter the Throne
glacier. There was no choice but acting only in the morning due to the bad
weather in the afternoon and we made only little advance.

On 23 April, sirder Karma, leading the loaded sherpas from C3 to C4,
was caught by the hidden crevasse just after 20 m walking from C3 tent
the Col of the Newcomer. We had considered these area as the quite safe ice-
bed of the cirque and nobody was tied by the rope. Although fallen by
25 m, he fortunately stoped at the narrow part of the crevasse.

Under the command of Miyazaki, Azuma belayed by sherpas, went
down the crevasse, and rescued Karma, who had his right shoulder dis-
located. Led by Ichikawa and Naganuma, who came down from C4, all
sherpas below C3 were called up to carry him down to B.C. on 24 April.

After the examination by the doctor and the consultation among L.O.,
Ichikawa, and me, Karma was decided to be picked up by the helicopter to
fly to Kathmandu, which was requested to Royal Nepal Airline Corp. by
wireless. In the meantime, Obara, I, and Pemba Chiring at C4 continued the
route-dodging to the Head of Lace, fighting against the afternoon storm
accompanied by the thunder. But the rescue of Karma and the persuasion
of the depressed sherpas delayed the schedule about a week.

5. Settlement of C5 and Wounding of Tensing

C5 was settled at 6900 m on the upper edge of the Throne glacier. On
5 May, Yamada and Obara, taking with them the assistant sirder Tensing
and the most excellent sherpa, Ang Phurba, occupied this tent to start
opening the route to C6 point at 7350 m on the E. shoulder of Jannu. The
route from C4 to the Throne glacier by climbing over the Head of Lace has
a very difficult wall with continuing gutter like ices named as “Ice-flute”
by the French climbers, and we fixed 700 m ropes totally all the way.

On 6 May, Yamada and Obara fixed the rope on the steep ice slope of
45° angle and 450 m high which rises from C5 to E. shoulder of Jannu.

(16)



Following them, Miyazaki and Azuma, the new residents of C5, started their
climbing from the upper end of the fixed rope, and on 8 May, they finally
succeeded in setting the fixed rope up to the E. shoulder in spite of the
heavy blizzard in the afternoon. Every camp was hailed by this great news,
because all of us considered that our only jobs left before the summit assault
by two times to be tried by the main members, Ichikawa, Yamada, Naga-
numa, Miyazaki, Azuma, Obara, I, and two sherpas, Tensing and Ang
Phurba, were route opening in the gully cracked on the summit rock wall
of 200 m in height and installation of C6.

It was the next day that we met our tragedy. On 8 May, in the after-
noon, the heavy snow storm with thunder raged throughout Jannu, which
caused numerous new snow avalanches at the upper part of the Throne
glacier. Around 11 p.m., one of the avalanches directly hit our C5 and swept
its two tents down by 200 m keeping Miyazaki, Azuma, Tensing and Ang
Phurba inside.

Stopped at just 20 m before the great crevasse, they had a narrow
escape, but Tensing twisted badly his back muscles into no walking. Besides
the destroyed tents, we lost the whole equipment and supplies of 140 kgs
including oxygen, food, fuel, ropes, pitons, crampons, axes, hatchests, jiimars.

‘We were confronted with the extreme difficulty. Informed of this acci-
dent by transceiver, 4 members and 5 sherpas departed C4 to rescue them
at dawn on 9 May. This was also not an easy job as the snow on the route was
as deep as my thigh.

We rebuilt C5 at the lower and safer point of 5700 m on the Yalung side
of the Throne glacier, which was perfectly protected from the avalanche
by two large crevasses. But this lower location of new C5 made it more
difficult to establish C6.

As it was impossible to carry him down through the difficult route of the
Head of Lace, wounded Tensing was accomodated there until he recovers
to be able to walk by himself. I and Nima Tensing, 38-old holder of the
tiger medal, took good care of him by communicating with the doctor at B.C.
After 8 days’ stay in C4, Tensing became able to walk and safely returned to
B.C., with the powerful assistance of the rescue team.

Sirder Karma was already wounded on 23 April. Naganuma also with-
drew due to the duodenal ulcer on 7 May. Now the accident of second sirder,
Tensing greatly discouraged the fighting spirits of sherpas. Some of them even
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escaped from the upper camp.

The high morale of the members, however, was not affected at all, and we
all reconfirmed our strong intention not to give up the idea of attacking the
summit as long as the possibility remains however small it may be. To us
these troubles were just a soft breeze against a slab of granite.

After our long lasting and pains-taking persuasion, sherpas made up
their mind, though reluctantly, to go on climbing once again, but became not
cooperative to loading beyond C5. Only two sherpas, Nima Tensing and
Pemba Chiring, were exceptional, who did not lose high morale and beyond
C5 always acted as we had expected, and carried load up to C6 two times
together with sahibs. Whenever I look back upon the hard days in Jannu,
I am always reminded of these two gentle and strong sherpas with the happy
remembrance.

5. Settlement of C6 and Opening a Route to the Summit

Now we had no choice than limiting to four members, Ichikawa, Yamada,
Obara, and myself, and two sherpas, Nima Tensing and Pamba Chiring,
for the purpose of C6 settlement and route opening to the summit, because
Kawase was not qualified technically, Naganuma was sick, and Miyazaki
and Azuma had to stay in the new C5 to take care of Tensing.

Although they well realized that there was no opportunity for them to
be appointed as the assault members, Miyazaki and Azuma did their job to
support us quite well without a single complaint. To cover the shortage of
the numbers of loading sherpas, they shuttled between C4 and C5. 1 was
impressed by these respectable self-sacrificing deeds of them and felt very
proud and happy to have these fellows as partners of our Jannu team.

Now, due to the incessant accidents, much days were not left for us to
bid the summit before the approaching monsoon.

Herculean effort was made to establish C6 in the continuing snowfall.
On 14 May, seven men, Ichikawa, Yamada, Obara, myself, Nima Tensing,
Pemba Chiring and Lakpa departed from C5 and went on climbing without
oxygen help in the thigh-deep snow, panting under the heavy load. This day
was really the most painful one I ever had in my long climbing life.

It was around 3: 00 p.m. when we were climbing on the icy slope of 45°
angle, which is connected to E. shoulder beyond the bergschrund. At that
moment, through the poor visibility owing to the snowfall, Yamada caught
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in his quick sight a new snow avalache falling just toward us. Holding the
fixed rope on the steep ice slope and loading 20 kgs each, instead of escaping
from the avalanche, we barely could unload the cargo between the feet, hold
tight the jiimar of the fixed rope with the right hand, stick the ice-axe deep
into the snow with the left hand and prepare for the coming stroke.

A blow of the snow powder and the horrified pressure raided us. The seiz-
ing by the avalanche lasted quite a while, and we felt almost choked to
death. Then the avalanche went away. Thank God, we all were saved!

After this intense shock, we all were thoroughly exhausted, became
unwilling to make further advance and returned to C5 after settleing depot.

On 15 May, the same members as the day before completed to install
C6. Members carried 30 kgs, sherpas 20 kgs, without using oxygen. Our
torture was indescribable. Ichikawa and Obara stay at C6, engage in setting
the fixed rope on the summit rock wall and bid the summit on 18 May:
Yamada and I try an ultimate attack if the first team failed, which has been
our plan.

However, only 250 m was the stock of the rope left with us, as more than
300 m was buried by the avalanche raided the previous C5 eight days before.
After reserving 50 m for the assault party, we could use only 200 m for the
fixed rope. On 16 May, Ichikawa, under the belaying of Obara and helped
by oxygen, dodged the route from C6 to the bottom of the summit rock wall
and used this 200 m rope completely as the fixed rope. They had to take the
whole day rest at C6 on 17 May, having nothing to do owing to the shortage
of the ropes.

L. Terray, together with Ravier and sirder Wongdi, is told to have
struggled for full one day to open the route on the summit rock wall which
started from there by spending a lot of pitons. We had to make a free clim-
bing at the same place.

6. To the Summit

On 18 May at 5 a.m., the first assaulters, Ichikawa and Obara started
from C6 to the summit, carrying only one cylinders of oxygen each and breath-
ing a litre a minute out of it. They could not carry two cylinders because the
route beyond C6 was so severe.

Yamada and I departed from C5 to C6 for the provision of the another
trial. Miyazaki and Azuma began to bring down Tensing, who just recovered
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to walk by himself. In C5 Nima Tensing, Pemba Chiring and Daji awaited
their sahibs to return.

At 7: 00 a.m., only two hours after the departure, the assault team arrived
at the bottom of the summit rock wall, assisted by the fixed rope. This dis-
tance took whole hours or two days before, and they realized how helpful the
fixed rope was.

From there, the new territory started as far as we were concerned.,
Belayed by Obara, Ichikawa kept climbing up about 300 m in ropes length,
by cutting the steps in the gully cracked on the summit rock wall.

This delicate climbing took five and half hours to reach the summit ice
ridge. Blessed by the good weather, though windy, they made up their mind
to go forward up to the summit by all means. After the hard climbing of
another five hours, by step cutting on the sharp knife edge of the summit
ridge, and sometimes advancing astride the ridge, they finally reached to
the summit of Jannu at 5: 05 p.m.

It was the glorious sunset of the great Himalaya. In the east, Kangchen-
junga soared. Far away to the west, Everest, Lhotse and Makalu dominated
above the clouds. In 20 minutes this scenery was all filmed in the 8 mm movie
in color. They left the summit at 5: 40 when darkness was approaching. Then
their oxygen almost went out.

Having to climb down on the summit rock wall of grade between III and
IV without assistance of the fixed rope and oxygen, they were forced to strain
every nerve all the way down to the bottom. Under the light of the head-
lamp, they also took enough time and care not to cause an accident while
climbing down. Their long trip of this day had finished at 10: 45 p.m. at C6,
where they were welcomed by Yamada and me, the provisional attackers.

This day happened to be one of only three all-day-long fine days out of
67 days which we spent above B.C. If they had had the afternoon storm as
usual, (actually it happened the next day) they would have been faced the
serious danger on their way back to C6. How precious this fine day was, and
how lucky we were!

Repeated accidents greatly depressed sherpas. No more ropes verged to
a close were available and propane gas,. After their hard works, both of the
first assaulters left no more extra energy necessary for support the second
trial by Yamada and me. In view of all, we, 4 members in C6, unanimously
agreed to withdrawal, and this dexision, in addition to the news of the big
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success, of course, we informed of to the lower camps by transceiver.
Thus Jannu surrendered her summit to us after a long and tough battle.
Finally, we made it!

7. Conclusion

That was a long struggle with full of terror and torture. Our operation
plan had to be rewritten many times due to the strong defense of Jannu.
Although knocked down or exhausted so often, we held out the unyielding
spirit as true mountaineers the confidence in our own mountain-craft and
our mutual reliance on the partner, which drove us to the victory.

We all realized how hard this climbing was, which firmly united Seijo
climbers having strong egos and different characters toward a good cooperat-
ing team. What made the ascent of Jannu possible, without a single life lost,
was the intense will power in addition to the mastered mountain-craft of in-
dividuals.

Above B.C. our team seemed to be as a primitive commune, where every-
body had to be responsible for all. This was what Jannu forced to us and
maybe also to the French team which made the first ascent of her. Now we
renewed high respect on their mountain-craft and felt more familiar with their
personalities.

Itis a pity that we were unable to ascend the summit with all the members,
which we had wished and planned. Nevertheless, we are happy with the con-
fidence that we could strengthen our mutual ties and friendship.

These memories of Jannu will keep shining with the pearly brightness in
the heart of us all.

Southwest Face of Everest: 1973

by Michio Yuasa

It was in 1970 that we decided to send “Japanese Everest Expedition,
1973” centering on the members of the Second RCC (rock climbing club).
Committee for Himalayas, led by Akira Okuyama had already begun studies
on Everest since '69. I was sent to negotiate with the Nepalese Authority
to climb Everest. I was given an informal permission to challenge Everest
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posts *72 or ’73. An Italian party reserved their right in '72, and Mr. Boning-
ton was also proposing permission. Finally, we were allowed to climb in post,
73

On our way in preparation, our leader Okuyama was dead by cancer.
1 succeeded his role. The members were;
general leader; Ryutaro Hashimoto (63), leader; Shotaro Mizuno (66), deputy
leaders; Michio Yuasa (37) (climbing leader), Senya Sumiyoshi (47), sub-
climbing leader; Hiroshi Aoki (35), members; Katsuhiko Shikano (31), Jiro
Endo (35), Tomio Ueda (34), Masaru Morita (36), Katsuyoshi Kogure (30),
doctors: Sokichi Tanaka (33), Masaki Kaneda (27), Toshitaka Sakano (29),
Seiichi Tizuka (32), Akira Matsuda (29), Ichiro Mitoda (31), Hisashi Ishiguro
(28), Toshio Aida (26), Masami Sakurai (30), Ryoichi Fukuda (30), Takane
Watanabe (26), Masaru Miwa (31), Tsuneo Shigehiro (26), Seiji Shimizu (28),
Nobuo Shitasaka (25), Yoshinobu Suda (28), Kazushige Takami (28), Hiroshi
Niwa (26), Satoru Negishi (26), Tsuneo Hasegawa (25), Yosuke Sakurai (24),
Hirohori Fukushima (32), Osamu Kunii (29), Shunzo Sato (30), Tadatsugu
Shigeno (30), Miyoshi Hongo (22), Sakio Maetani (24), reporters; Takane
Fujiki (47), Mikio Imai (33), Kazuo Nakamura (43), Takeyoshi Akamatsu
(36), Sutemi Terada (34), cook; Uno Kohei (34), liaison officer; Dipak Lana
(23), first sirder; Hakpa Tenzin, second sirder; Sonam Garzen, third sirder;
Pasang and employed thirty sherpas.

Eight members led by Yamada left for Kathmandu in early April to
deal with goods by ship. They hired thirty flights to Lukla in the midst of
sightseeing season competiting with the Italian party. Almost all members
gathered in Kathmandu on July 20. Fifteen tons of goods were carried by
four transport parties in rain. Our caravan once gathered in Shanboche on
August 19. Three members were suffered from hepatitis by this time. We
reorganized caravan parties there and left for BC one by one. Our schedule
was to rest for three days in Pheriche and Lobuje. Some mebers were directly
sent to BC for getting data of acclimatication. Our long stay in Shanboche
resulted in good acclimatization. Only a few fell indigestion. By August
27, all parties reached BC which was built at a little higher plateau than of
Italian party. Forty tents, warehouses, a dining house were built there.

Activities to build ABC
The most difficult problem in Everest is how to pass icefall safely. We
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had to carry up 19 tons of goods on a man’s back. We, at the same time, had
to practice acclimatization through the process. Moreover, we had no data
about the conditions of icefall in monsoon. We nominated full-time route
keeper in icefall. Instead of Maetani who fell in hepatitis, the sherpa, Sange
devoted himself to play this role all through our stay there. We employed 26
icefall porters.

We began to make route in icefall from August 29. We followed the
course which former parties had passed. Conditions of icefall was rather good
than in premonsoon. As had been pointed out by Mr. Miyashita, massive
snow burried schrunds. Avalanches, however, occured frequently in the
afternoon on Lho La. And Nuptse Faces. Clear sky in the morning always
changed to snow in the afternoon. We could build tentative Cl1 at 5950 m
on Western Cwm on August 31. Then built Cl at 6100 m on Sep. 4, TC2 at
6450 m near the Italian ABC on the same day and built ABC at 6700 m on
a plateau on Sep. 9. Members carried up oxygen cylinders to upper camps.
They followed the rotation shift, three days of labor and two days of rest.
We were obliged to rest our activites for only three days by bad weather.

Attack Southwest Face

Our strategy for Southwest Face was to climb through rightside snow-
field at 8000 m and to the summit via South Ridge. Supply operation was
to build C6 at 8350 m, and attack camp at 8500 m. Our principle was to take
the easiest course. Because it is the privilege for the first ascent. Which course
is the easiest, however, cannot be known until we reach there, so we decided
to make precise plan when we reach at 8000 m.

Although it was said that problems till 800 m on Southwest Face had
already been solved, we carefully made lifting goods program. It was because
if it took at least three days to make route between C6 and C7 on rock walls,
and 100 kg of goods had to be needed at C7, we had to lift about a ton of
goods to C6. Consequently, whether C4 can play the role of supplying BC for
upper camps or not became the key element.

Usual site for C4 at 7500 m was defenseless against falling stones. We
had two alternatives for solving the problem. They were, 1), to build C4 a
little bit higher than 7500 m to the rightwards and set more than three tents;
2), to build C4 at 7500 m and try direct lift of goods from C3 to C5, then, C4
becomes merely transit camp. We took the latter in principle, but did not
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completely abandoned the former. Consequently, we needed to shift C3 to
higher place.

The first team made direct route from ABC in order to build C3 on upper
left part of Gunkaniwa (battleship rock) just below rockwalls. We could not
judge the new site for C3 was safer than usual one, also we could not expect
to find the place of C4 for three tents. We changed the direct route to usual
one on Sep. 15. Fukata and Miwa built C3 on Gunkaniwa. C4 was built at
7500 m above the central snowfield on Sep. 27. Two Whillans boxes were set
there. We used tent-stands (frame and nests) for falling stone catcher since
the falling stones and iceblocks easily broke through tents, if crushed directly.
The fresh snow which was brought by strong wind assaulted members on steep
icewall just like slabavalanche.

Our lift operation, however, went on steadily. We had about 9 tons of
goods in Cl, 3 tons in TC2, 2 tons in ABC, 600 kg in C3, and 100 kg in newly
built C4 on Sep. 28. Three teams alternately climbed up and found a place
for C5 at 8000 m on Sep. 30. The place had a space for two Whillans boxes.
Aoki and I moved up to upper camps from BC on Oct. 1. We at last obtained
the height from where we could aim the summit.

Winter has come on Everest

Just before we moved up to upper camps, we decided to send a support
party from South Col in the leaders meeting on Sep. 28. The plan originally
was discussed in Kathmandu with the leader, Mizuno. It became evident
that the route on South Ridge was longer than had expected. According to
the plan, we build E3 at 7500 m on Southeast ridge and E4 at South Col.
These tents were expected to left alone till the day of attack by Southwest
Face. Sirders agreed to carry goods from C3 to C5 directly. We had 12 tons
in Cl. Sherpas were gathered in ABC. All the preparation was finished.

The weather rapidly broke on Oct. 2. Almost all frames of tents in Cl
broke down although snow was removed every hour. Blizzard prevented all
activities of members in C2. Okabe, Kondo, Kato, Shitasaka and other began
to carry goods up to C5 and route making on Oct. 5 and 6, although in bad
condition. Two tons of goods were lifted to C3. Fukata and Miwa built C5
and made route to 8100 m in strong wind. They stayed in C5 hearing the
fierce sound of jet stream. At the midnight, Zambu in sherpa’s tent came in
since his tent was broken. In the next morning, they climbed down. Tem-

(24)



perature had rapidly fallen in these days. Violent gale blew above ABC.
Even ABC which had been said absolutely safe was assaulted by snow ava-
lanche for twice. Conditions were considerably different respectively in BC,
Cl, and ABC.

‘We continued lifting goods to ABC in the interval of stormy weather.
Sherpas in C3 and C4 fled down to ABC because of too fierce gale. In this
while, Morita and Takami stayed in C4 without oxygen and saving foods for
four days. Members in C3 and C4 repeated removing snow.

Disaster

We had a little ceased weather on Oct. 12, although it was blowing a
gale on upper Southwest Face. Zambu persuaded reluctant sherpas to carry
goods up to C3. 'We expected to carry goods directly from C3 to C5 in the next
day. They started from ABC in blizzard. Just before reaching the schrund
at the foot of South Face, they were assaulted by a snow avalanche. Mem-
bers in C3 hurried to rescue them. One by one, they dag under sherpas the
snow, but they could not find out Zambu. After an hour of search, all men
returned to C2.

It was very ironical that we had clear sky and weak wind in the following
two days. We stopped all climbing activities and engaged in the search of the
corpse of Zambu. We could not find him out. The weather broke again
from 15th. Members in C2 had knives in their hands when sleeping. They
knew it useless, but they could not but do it preparing for avalanche.,

Plan change

It became difficult even to keep C3. We had to proceed the support from
Southeast ridge. Attack camp on Southwest Face had become a dream for
us. Only the attack from C6 at 8300 m was left for us. Temperature was still
falling and jet stream which collided against West ridge became strong day
by day. Opinions among members divided into the attack only by Southeast
ridge, and the challenge Southwest Face as far as possible. I made up my
mind to aim both attempts. I had all members meeting in ABC on Oct. 16.
‘We thought we will be able to get the summit by Southeast ridge, if we
could have three fine days, and if five or seven fine days continuously, by
Southwest Face. In the meeting, we elected the members of Southeast ridge
party led by Tanaka and Southwest Face party led by Morita. Furthermore,
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members in TC2 and C1 were limited for four and others were decided to return
to BC on 22nd. We had only 10 days’ of foods.

Attack by Southeast Ridge

Southeast ridge party left for Lhotse Face and reached at 7450 m on
Oct. 17 in strong wind. They built E3 on the next day. We had a relatively
favorable weather on 19th. We eagerly lifted goods from ABC and making
routes to South Col. Rope was fixed to 7700 m. Static electricity by blowing
iceblock sparked in E3. Temperature meter showed —20°C in the tent when
cooking. Tizuka, Okabe, and Shimizu maintained the tent in E3 for four days.

The weather miraclously cleared up on Oct. 24, Ishiguro and Kato climbed
up to E3 with the support by Hasegawa and Matsuda. Ishiguro and Kato
built E4 on South Col with the support of Matsuda and Hasegawa and seven
sherpas, on 25 th. Ishiguro, Kato, Ang Tsering, and Hakpa Tsering stayed in
E4 that night. It was fine and little wind on 26th. Ishiguro and Kato started
from E4 at 7: 30 with sherpas’ support. They firmly believed th reach the
summit when they stood on the ruins of the final camp of the Italian party.
They let sherpas go back to E4 and left their Zeltsack there. They continued
to climb up to the summit. Southeast ridge was knife-edged and Hileary
Chimney was difficult to pass by piled snow. The Sail between them formed
arch in the air by strong wind. Kato changed his cylinder just under the
summit. To their surprise, the substitute one showed merely 50 atm of
pressure. They forgot the check as they overtrusted French cylinder. They
stood on the summit at 16: 30. They took pictures and moved 16 mm film
panning the camera to the perspectuve from the top of the world. They soon
began descent. Kato's cylinder was almost vacant. They consumed oxygen
of Ishiguro’s alternately. Scarce oxygen, however, brought them failing of
eyesights. They could hardly maintain their course directly. When slipped
a little to Thibetan side, they decided bivouac at 8650 m just under South
Peak. Without even Zeltsack, they waited for the next morning. They were
actually facing their deaths. Sometimes, beating faces each other, they sat
still. Their vitalities were really amazing. In the next morning, thev could
reach the deposit place, the final camp of Italian party. Consuming oxygen
there, they spoke to us after two days and nights of silence. We could hear
their voices at 7: 30. They were safely rescued in E4 on South Col. They were
fast asleep. Violent blizzard blew on 28th. Matsuda, Okabe, and Shimizu who
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had climbed up to E3 in gale and —40°C the night before, climbed up to E4.
They had only 10 m of visibility. They reached E4 and found Ishiguro and
Kato were safe. Although they were frostbitten, the second degree, I ordered
them to climb down by themselves. Their brave rescue, friendships will be
proudable in their later lives.

Southwest Face, the final trial

Everest was completely in winter. Although the tent for members in C4
was rebuilt, we could not do for sherpa’s. Only direct lift from C3 to C5 was
left for us. We continued to carry goods up to C3 for that operation. But all
activities above C3 were impossible by gale and snow from Oct. 18. We,
however, waited for the clear sky. Of course, five or seven fine days was per-
fectly impossible to hope, we intended to try our best. It was also miraclous
for members for Southwest Face party that the weather got better on 24th.
Shigeno and Negishi climbed up to C4 and Shigehiro reached C3 with five
sherpas. Shigehiro carried goods up to C5 and stayed in C4 on 25th. Morita
climbed up to C4 and met Shigehiro. Shigeno and Negishi made route to
8000 m and stayed in C5 that night. Morita and Shigehiro in turn climbed
up to C5 on 26th. They climbed up through right snowfield and reached the
foot of South Face on 27th. Morita was little frostbitten on his feet. They
judged the height was 8380 m. It was almost as high as marked by the
British party. Takami carried goods to C5 and returned to C4. The party had
already fixed rope 800 m above C5. Wind became stronger and the tent in
E4 on South Col was dangerous. Members in E3 were busy preparing for the
next day’s rescue. Others in ABC and BC were devoted in checking the
volume of oxygen in upper camps. At 21: 45, I ordered to abandon the attack
by Southwest Face. I could see tears on the face of every member. Morita
lightly responded to obey my order through transceiver. Gale again blew on
upper Southwest Face on 28th. Members on upper camps returned to C2 in
the evening. It was clear and no wind at 5400 m. Our climb on Southwest
Face was over.

Our original aim was defeated, although we could make the first ascent
of Everest in post monsoon. Our experience tells us that the authodox supply
operation will not bring the success of ascent by Southwest Face, if the
weight of oxygen sylinder does not become lighter.
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Saburo Matsukata

von Samuel Braband

Aus Japan erreichte uns im letzten Herbst die traurige Kunde, dass Herr
Saburo Matsukata am 15. September einem langen schweren Leiden erlegen
sei. Wir Grindelwalder Freunde des Verstorbenen konnten die Nachricht
kaum fassen, obschon wir von seiner schweren Erkrankung unterrichtet
waren. Aber Herrn Matsukatas Bild wird weiter in uns leben, sein stets
fréhliches Lachen und sein freundliches Wesen wird stets um uns sein.

Saburo Matsukata gehorte zu der grossen Bergsteigerfamilie aus Japan,
die aus den Herren Yuko und Tomo Maki, Saburo Matsukata, S. Bekku,
Prinz Chichibu, Samitaro Uramatsu, Hatiro Watanabe, Shigeo Matsumoto,
Kanichi Kokubu, M. Takagi, Haruo Yamasaki, Keizo Isono, Kiyoshi Ida,
Toshio Fujishima und den Briidern Ichiro und Jiro Taguchi bestand. Im
Jahr 1925, also vor bald fiinfzig Jahren, erschien Herr Matsukata zum eraten-
mal in unserem Tal. Nur die japanischen Bergsteiger Yuko und Toshio Maki
und Bekku waren vor ihm da gewesen. Er kam nicht als Anfinger in die
Schweizer Alpen. In seiner Heimat hatte er sich zum erstklassigen Alpinisten
ausgebil det. Das beweisen seine Touren, die er gleich zu Anfang im Juli
1925 ausfiihrte. Er begann am 15. mit dem Wetterhorn, bestieg am 18, die
Jungfrau und traversierte am gleichen Tag den Monch iiber den Westgrat
nach der Berglihiitte. Am 19. Juli erreichte er iiber das Ménchsjoch die
Konkordiahiitte und iiberschritt von dort das Finsteraarhorn nach der
Strahlegghiitte. Darauf wechselte er in die Engelhérner hiniiber, wo er am
23. Juli die Kingspitze bestieg und am 24. den Simelistock. Am 28. Juli
iiberschritt er das Lauteraarhorn iiber den Lauteraargrat und am 29. das
Grosse Schreckhorn mit Abstieg iiber den Andersongrat nach der Gleckstein-
hiitte. Wenn mir recht ist, blieb Herr Matsukata im Winter 1925/1926 in
Europa mit Standquartier in Grindelwald. Er besuchte unter anderm
Italien und fuhr Ski in unserem Tal. Schon frith im Friihling 1926 bestieg er
das Faulhorn. Seine treuen Begleiter waren meist die beiden weissen Hunde
aus dem Hotel Adler. Als dann Anfangs Juli auch Herr Yuko Maki wieder in
Grindelwald eintraf, besuchte er mit ihm zusammen das Wallis, wo sie zusa-
mmen herrliche Tage erlebten. Sie bestiegen in Zermatt am 14. Juli das
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Zinalrothorn, am 17. das Obergabelhorn mit Abstieg iiber den Arbengrat, am
20. Juli die Dent Blanche und iiberschritten am 24. das Bietschhorn iiber
den NO-Sporn und den Westgrat nach dem Berner Oberland. Am 1. August
sahen wir die beiden in den Engelhrnern, wo sie den Simelistock iiberschrit-
ten. Am 4, Aug. traversierten sie zusammen mit ihren Freunden Watanabe
und Matsumoto das Wetterhorn mit Abstieg iiber die steile Nordwand. Am
7. Aug. iiberschriten sie erneut das Grosse Schreckhorn, um am 11. mit der
Traversierung der Kingspitze den ersten Teil des Sommers abzuschliessen.

Der August des Jahres 1926 war den Touren mit Prinz Chichibu gewid-
met, an welchen Herr Matsukata nicht Teilnahm. Doch im September tra-
versierte er mit seinen Freunden Maki und Watanabe den Ménch iiber den
Nollen und den Eiger iiber den Mittellegigrat. Ein Versuch, die Eigerhérnli zu
iiberschreiten scheiterte an der mangelhaften Vorbereitung.

Herr Matsukata kam im Sommer 1927 erneut nach Grindelwald. Diesmal
brachte er seinen Freund Samitaro Uramatsu mit. Am 3. Aug. iiberschritten
die beiden die Mittelgruppe in den Engelhérnern und vollfithrten am 6. Aug.
die denkwiirdige Erstiiberschreitung der Eigerhérnli. Am 9. Aug. sehen wir
die beiden auf der Jungfrau, worauf ins Wallis hiniibergewechselt wurde.
Dort iiberschritten sie das Matterhorn iiber Zmutt- und italienisch Grat und
wurden wegen schlechten Wetters am Weisshorn zuriickgeschlagen. Es folgte
eine Reise in die Dauphiné, wo eine Traversierung der Maije in Blitz, Donner
und Schneesturn gelang. Zuriickgekehrt nach Chamonix iiberschritten sie den
Petit Charmoz, bestiegen die Aiguille Argentiere und iiberkletterten als
herrlichen Schluss den Grépon. Einem seiner Fiihrer schrieb Herr Matsukata
damals ins Fiihrerbuch. “So lange wir uns erinnern die teuflische Kluft des
Hornligrates, die kalte Begehung des weissen Matterhorns und die Blitze
und Schneesturm auf dem meijegrat werden wir nicht seine immer tadellose
Fiihrung vergessen.” Seine Fiihrer auf all den genannten Bergfahrten waren
Emil Steuri und Samuel Brawand, mit welchen er bis zu seinem Tode enge
Freundschaft pflegte.

Herr Matsukata wohnte wihrend der ersten Zeit im Hotel Adler und
spiter im Hotel Bahnhof-Terminus, wo er mit der Hotelierfamilie Mérkle-
Gsteiger enge Freundschaft schloss. Er kehrte auch bei seinen spiteren
Grindelwaldbesuchen stats dort ein. Zum Abschluss des Sommers 1926
machten die Herren Matsukata, Maki und Watanabe mit den beiden Tdchtern
des Hotels eine Tour auf das Finsteraarhorn mit Abstieg nach der Grimsel.
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Wir alle erinnern uns der schonen Tage, als ob das prachtvolle Bergerlebnis
erst gestern gewesen wire. *Eine grosse Zahl von Herrn Matsukatas Grindel-
walden Bergfreunden ist ihm im Tode vorangegangen, aber wir Ueberlebenden
werden den lieben Menschen Saburo Matsukata nie vergessen.

* Auch in spdteren Jahren, als er nicht mehr zu Berge stieg, blieb Herr
Matsukata Grindelwald treu. Jedesmal, wenn er Europa besuchte, machte er
zum mindesten einen kurzen Abstecher in seine “‘zweite Heimat.” Sein
Neujahrsgliickwunsch fehlte nie. Meist wies die Karte eine Aufnahme seiner
Familie auf, an welcher er so innig hing,
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