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Plate 1-(a) : ¥ 5 ) IIEH R - 5 —, C2 ~Oi— | (Lo anpinCce
Dhaulagiri | -South Pillar, The way to C2 (C2 built on the col
upside) .

Plate 1 (a)~(f), by T. Amamiya



Plate 1-(h) : #%5Xy Ty =« ©5—, C2.C3 ol

Dhaulagiri T -South Pillar, The giant rock wall between

C2 and C3.
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Dhaulag:iri 1 -South Pillar, Climbing the snow wall above the giant rock.
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Platel-(d) : # 7 5xy Tigsm % - £5—, C3 _LogiEsy, mhixy -

Dhaulagiri® I -South Pillar, Rock wall above C3, the Gen-

kotsu-iwa rock seen backside.
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Plate 1-(f) : #5350 T4y 2 - 55—, C3 LOBEBELHRL,

Dhaulagiri 1 -South Pillar, The snow ridge above C3.



Plate 2-(a) : #2750 I WpRpdiEE, =5 =k oWy 550 Lk, S8R, iy = -

-
Dhaulagiri I -South East Ridge, Dhaulagiri I seen from Ghorapani Pass. South East
Ridge on the right and South Pillar on the left.

Plate 2 (a)~(d), by K. Yagihara



Plate 2-(h) : #m 5%y Tie@deE, C3 fHEL 0§t T 50, ERENOL—

7 E#sC4 (6,450 m).
Dhaulagiri | -South East Ridge, “The Gojira's back™ seen from

C3. C4 (6,450 m) built on the top of snow peak.
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CLIMBING ROUTE OF DAULAGIRL. I—SOUTH—EAST RIDGE Chart 2

SUMMIT 8,167m
Summit 8,167m MM-M.m%B
| Tl y m
C5-6,950m
C4-6,450m
C 3-5,850m
C2-5400m
C1-4,850m
BC-4,200m
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Plate 2-(¢ 77 X0 LigmscfE, (KC5 (O, 6,850m) fHEo+ 170 » o, #F
EXbH, =A%), . w oo =2 =t za, Tt ]

Dhaulagiri | -South East Ridge, Knife-edged ridge near temporary C5
marked , (K, 850m).
In the background, from left, Nilgiri, Tilitso Peak, Manaslu. Anna-

purna | .
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Plate 2-(d) : #5530 L iemdiEs, 7.350m Hifik v C4 (@) MUK €5 (

-

o TR
Dhaulagiri T-South East Ridge, C4 (@) and temporary C5 (0)

seen from 7,350 m on the ridge.
g



Plate 3-(a) : 52>« WA vC3 Yol v v v - 1 (#) <) frhd)

Langtang Ri (left) and Porong Ri (center) seen from C3 of Langtang Lirung.

1

Plate 3(a)~(c), by A. Ban



Plate 3-(b) : 5o x# s Uy 1 CA~diFE LD BRTFAT Y L Lokl C2 (EOHD £ C3 (H@®HD.

Camps in the Lirung glacier szen from the way up to C4. C2 (left @) and C3 (right

®).



Plate 3-(c) : >4 » « W C4 ~iff

The way to C4 of Langtang Lirung.



Plate




Plate 5 : 34 2% « 75 o & (7,285m L D

Baintha Brakk (7,285m) seen from the south.

by K. ltokawa)



Plate 6-(a) : /~7 &2 7,409 m), oL

Haramosh (7,409 m), North face.

Plate 6 (a)~(c) : by Showa Expedition
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BAINTHA BRAKK Chart 5 (a)
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Plate 6-(b) : »» 5 & L L JbE—JbpiEo 8L — | (C1 k9

Haramosh, North West Spur rcute seen from C1.
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Plate 7-(¢) : & 25 ¢+ » 7 kKilHh 6 D41 i

Mt. D41 from Sentik glacier
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Plate 8-(b) : R v i~ £ %, JH LA Bz il

Approaching the East Ridge of Nun, the summit seen at left.
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Plate 8-(c) : R »THEMHORYE, 7> () LEF 2 =7

View from the summit of Nun, look to Kun (left edge) and Pinnacle Peak.



Plate 8-(d) : ® > HFEC2 L oY% 2 o fo—noOl %,

Kishtwar Himalayas from Nun East Ridge C2.
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Plate 9: 7 >+ 7+l (7,219 m) Cl (5,700m) X 0 SiriafEn %

,-\nnzipurn.'l South (7,219 m)-South West Ridge seen from C1 (5,700 m).

by T. Kouno



Plate 10-(a) : # > F IlkE (7,343 m Py 2% (C. 6,900m) Lot

Ghent Il (7,343 m)-seen from Mt. Depak (C. 6,900 m

Plate 10(a)~(d) by T. Takenaka



Plate 10-(b) : # > FIlE—C4 (6,100 m) Lk 0S¢

Mt Depak seen from C4 (6,100 m) of Ghent |l



Baltro Kangri (7,350m)

Conway Saddle (6,300m

%

LYl ke s ) () LT AN (F),

o

Plate 10-(c) : = > % 27k 4,600 m Hiigis

View from point 4,600 m on Kondus Glacier.



Clate 11-(a) @ S « B 7 r—AKAOWEP =2 v L 0B HFEEE— ) Bk (C. 6,300m) —{HF

Looking east from the western col of Milza Kaphal Glacier—(right) Tsuruga-Mine (C. 6,300 m)

(Plate 11(a)~(c), by M. Yamamura
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Plate 11-(b) : ZL& 1 (EFR) TH EL v g hoEale (C. 6,500m) 2%

Unnamed peak (C. 6,500 m) seen from Chikubi-Yama.



Plate 11-(c) : fg~A 7 o ki 5,858 m ML FEL D V= ILWEEA ST

Rimo mountains seen from South Hasrhat Glacier.
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Plate 12 : AR~ 4V i (1,736 m)
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Chart 8 (b)

Difficult Bit

The upper part of Nun with route

and bivouacs marked.
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The Ascent of Dhaulagiri I from the South East Ridge
(Autumn, 1978)

Kuniaki Yagihara—Translated by Alan E. Jackson & Hiroko Uchida—

Rébuffat gave us an awestruck account of what he had seen
from the White Peak.

“A monstrous slope, several miles high, and without a
break, something like the north face of the Matterhorn, which
as you know isn't exactly an attractive place, only this is three
times as big. The best thing is just to write off the south
face.”

“At least now we know where we are. What about the
southeast ridge? The other day when we saw it from the East
glacier, you were the most hopeful, you said--”

“I was absolutely wrong. To begin with, it's incredibly
long, it's all very high up, and above all it’s technically very
difficult : great walls and towers of ice, some rock, broken
ground, gendarmes-there’s no end to it.”

(Maurice Herzog “ANNAPURNA, Premier 8000™)

Caravan

On August 10, Kogure, the deputy-leader of the expedition, together with
Miyazaki and Fukasawa, left Pokhara to find a suitable site for base camp and
to select a route. The following day, the rest of the expedition set out with
204 porters including three Naikes.

Our trek to the foot of Dhaulagiri proved more time-consuming than expected.
Firstly a detour was necessitated because the road which followed the river
flowing down from Birthanti had been washed away, and secondly, about 50 of
our porters, who could no longer put up with the hard rain, ran away and two
of the expedition members had to stay behind at Ghorepani and Shikha for four
days and half to wait the arrival of equipment and provisions.

This second incident, in particular, affected our transport schedule to such
an extent that its effect was fell for many days so that it was very nearly at the
end of August that the final load arrived at Base Camp.

In all, it took 7 days for the advance party to reach Base Camp and 8 days
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for the rest of the expedition.

The place chosen for Base Camp was at Banya Karka, a wide grassland.
To get there, a steep route has to be followed from Chatan, a village with
several houses on Kali Gandaki (Incidentally a monument stands in Chatan
commemorating the American Expedition to Dhaulagiri in 1969 which 6 climbers
lost their lives).

The area around Base Camp seemed a favorite grazing ground for yak and
sheep and many of the shepherd boys who had much time to kill found our
camp a convenient play ground. They spent many hours playing cards for small
stakes with our cooks.

Route Construction

For the purpose of opening a route to the summit of Dhaulagiri the expedi-
tion party was divided into five teams, each consisting of three members. Each
of the five teams would take turns in constructing the route and on August
17 the first of these teams consisting of Kogure, Miyazaki and Fukasawa
arrived at base camp. The following day, the 18th, this advance party began
its task.

Their first objective was to reach the subsidiary ridge which led up to the
main South East Ridge. It seemed that this could be accomplished in either of
two ways. The first possible route led to the East Dhaulagiri glacier whilst the
second led to the ravine on this side of the subsidiary ridge.

They tested each possibility in turn and after discussing the conditions and
problems of each route at a meeting held on the 25th, they decided on the one
leading across the East Dhaulagiri glacier.

On August 26 Camp 1 was established on the glacier near the base of the
subsidiary ridge at a height of 4,850 meters. It hadn’t been too difficult to select
a camp site since they had traversed the glacier the day before whilst plotting
the route and hence the area had already been extensively surveyed. A second
team consisting of Ishikawa, Ube and Kaneko now took over the lead and began
to climb the massive, rocky subsidiary ridge. Other than Ube who had experi-
enced altitudes of up to 8,000 meters the previous year on K2, this second team
was not familiar with such great heights. Both Ishikawa and Kaneko were, in
fact, making their first visit to the Himalayas. Nevertheless, they managed to
set 10!/, ropes that day, each 50 meters in length and reached a height of 5,450
meters close to a needle-like stack of rock.

The next day, they climbed around the needle, on its right hand side, and
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searched for a possible site for Camp 2. The leading group reported that no
space could be found for a camp. This news did not, however, worry us as we
were sure that it would always be possible to break the rock and flatten a small
area of the ridge no matter how hard the rock might be.

For two days five or six members worked hard clearing a site for the camp,
rolling huge boulders, which often looked immovable, into the valley on both
sides of the ridge and breaking rocks protected by a hard layer of transparent
ice. Several climbers suffered severe headaches from working so hard at such
an altitude but were encouraged to persevere as such activity would speed up
their adaptation to the altitude. Working with pick axes and ice hammers, little
time was lost in clearing a site for the tents and on August 30 Camp 2 was fi-
nally established at a height of 5,450 meters.

Down at Camp 1 one of the members found adaptation to the height impos-
sible and was forced to go down to Kalapani accompanied by the expedition
leader.

Each day rain fell providing a limitless supply of water collected on the fly
sheets. With increasing height, however, the rain changed to sleet and eventually,
at 5,300 meters, to snow.

Fukasawa, Mashimo and Tani took over the route from Camp 2 and found
it very difficult to follow along the ridge. Though it was hard going they even-
tually made it to the subsidiary ridge after traversing the top of a snow wall.
From there the route to the main South East Ridge was comparatively easy
though the ridge itself presented many difficulties. This part of the South East
Ridge leading up to what would become Camp 4 came to be called “The Back
of Gojira”, a name which well deserved for the huge rocky ridge carried many
rock towers (gendarmes) along its back (Gojira is a fictitious monster with a
jagged back).

A site for Camp 3 was selected and work began to build a series of terraces.
As at Camp 2, much arduous construction work was required particularly as the
rock was again protected by hard clear ice. Camp 3 was eventually established
on September 9 at a height of 5,850 meters, providing us with a base from
which the difficult rocky belt on the ridge could be attacked.

It proved impossible to traverse the base of “The Back of Gojira” and we
were forced to go down same way before climbing directly to the top of the
rocky belt. With the aid of wire ladders, fixed at four places on the side of the
ridge, we reached the top and then made out way to the site for Camp 4 by
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crawling beneath an overhang and climbing along the top of a snow wall.

From this point the summit came into view for the first time and the upper
half of the ridge could be seen at close quarters. It took sixteen days so far
since we started to set up Camp 1.

On September 21 Camp 4 was set up at 6,450 meters.

As altitude increased more and more members began to have trouble with
adaptation and it became necessary to reorganize the teams to strengthen each
team and to share more evenly the workload of plotting the route. A three man
team consisting of Akuzawa, Fukasawa and Kobayashi then took over the lead,
climbed up to Camp 4. On September 23 communication was lost with this team,
indeed they had not reported in since 7:00 a.m. that morning. Moreover no
report had yet come in from a second team led by Ishikawa who had been
climbing up to Camp 4 in order to relieve Akuzawa’s team. Though we hoped
that a radio failure accounted for the lack of communication we could not help
worrying.

The following morning our worst fears were confirmed. A black speck was
seen moving down from Camp 4 towards Base Camp and soon Ishikawa’s voice
came over the radio. Apparently Akuzawa’s team had not returned to Camp 4
the evening before and in searching that morning Ishikawa had come across a
cut rope that had fallen into the valley and was partially obscured by deep
snow. Even at the end of the rope no sign of the three missing members could
be seen and it was later assumed that an avalanche had swept them from the
mountain.

In spite of this tragic development we thought that further efforts to find the
bodies would be futile and determined that the attack on the summit should be
continued.

Later, the expedition leader Tanaka, who had returned from Kathmandu by
helicopter, made an aerial search of the south face but could find no trace of his
missing companions.

Climbing was continued and despite anxious moments when they climbed
through the area where the accident had occurred a temporary Camp 5 was set
up at 6,950 meters on October 7. Camp 5 was situated, for once, in a wide
open space from where the South East Ridge rose in a long thin line to the
summit. Its approach from Camp 4 was, however, particularly difficult and neces-
sitated a climb over a wicked knife-edged ridge.

On October 14 Camp 6 was set up at 7,450 meters and Yagihara, Yamada
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and Suzuki arrived to form a new advance party. From that day on members of
the advance team began to use oxygen whilst sleeping but fortunately the section
of the route between Camp 6 and 7 proved to be the easiest on the entire climb
and only the altitude remained as a problem.

On the 17th a site was chosen for Camp 7 and the following day the camp
was established at 7,800 meters. This was to be the last camp before the sum-
mit and after the advance team of Miyazaki, Ube and Tani had arrived and
fixed a further few ropes everything was ready for the final attack.

The Attack on the Summit and accident

Having endured many hardships and sad experiences the day finally came to
attack the summit. Miyazaki, Ube and Tani got up early, around 3 a.m., and
began to prepare breakfast. They tried to get the gas cooker going but were
unable to do so. It seemed that the gas cylinder was far too cold. In fact the
temperature was —30°C. The need to warm up the cylinder made breakfast a
time consuming business and it was only at 7 : 00 a.m. that our meal was finished
and we were able to leave camp.

The rope up from Camp 7, that we’d set the previous day, was buried far
under the snow which lay knee-deep and even waist-deep in places. We plou-
ghed on and eventually reached the North East Ridge which led upwards to the
summit, a route previously unclimbed.

Ube wrote in his diary :

“Windy but fine weather. Needed to plough through the snow only now
and then. Our pace quickened. Finished the first cylinder of oxygen and felt
lighter by as much as the weight of the cylinder. Avoided the steep south face
of the ridge and traversed its north side. Every time a peak appeared we
thought it was the summit. How many peaks had we passed I wonder ? Sud-
denly we could see nothing before us. It was the summit. We were there, on
the summit”.

The summit had been reached at 12:35 p.m. on October 19.

We performed a short ceremony and then came down carrying some stones
in our rucksacks that we had picked from amongst the many bare rocks that lit-
tered the mountain top.

Next day, on the 20th, Yagihara, Yamada and Suzuki who were in the se-
cond group and two Sherpas, Nawan Yonden arrived at Camp 7 and prepared
themselves for the next ascent. Meanwhile, news arrived that Kogure, who had
left Camp 4 early that morning carrying provisions, had not yet arrived at Camp
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5 and it was already afternoon.

At 2:30 p.m. Ishikawa in Camp 5 sent down Abe and Kaneko to camp to
search for Kogure.

Back at Camp 7, with the time at 4 p.m. Yagihara came to the conclusion
that Kogure must have had a serious accident as no reports of his arrival at ei-
ther Camp 4 or Camp 5 had yet been received. The decision was taken to stop
the second attack on the summit planned for the next day and Yagihara made
his way down to Camp 6 alone, leaving his companions at Camp 7.

In Camp 6 he found the two tents abandoned, the two Sherpas who were
supposed to be stationed there having already left.

At 4:30 p.m. Abe and Kaneko found Kogure near Camp 4. He was hang-
ing from a rope fixed to the south face of the ridge. They called to him but no
answer came. He was dead. They continued down to Camp 4 and reported the
news to the other camps.

Apparently, with 9 expedition members and 4 Sherpas in camps above Camp
5, Kogure had been left alone at Camp 4 with two other Sherpas and had de-
cided to carry up provisions to Camp 5 by himself as both Sherpas felt unwell.
He had set off alone, had presumable fall and died.

On October 21 with the sadness of Kogure’s death weighing heavily upon
them, Yamada, Suzuki and Nawan Yonden continued in their turn, ploughing
upwards through the snow.

At the top they buried the pictures of Akuzawa, Fukasawa and Kobayashi
who only a month before had been swept away from the south face of the ridge
down into the valley far below. Soon afterwards with mixed feelings of happi-
ness, sadness and emptiness they left the summit and began to descend.

While Yamada and Suzuki were attacking the summit the other 7 expedition
members were retrieving Kogure’s body and had brought it to rest at Camp 4.
The next day, the 22nd, Kogure was buried close to the Camp.

As a result of this second fatal accident, the third attack on the summit was
abandoned and the withdrawal from the upper camps was begun.

Conclusion

It was regrettable that 4 people lost their lives during this expedition. We
were confident of the thoroughness with which we had planned and prepared
particularly as deep consideration was taken of the mistakes made on the previ-
ous expedition, and most members of our party had previous Himalayan experi-

ence.
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Looking back we are pleased to acknowledge that our success owed much to
the brave efforts of those who died and it is to their memory that we will devote
ourselves in future.

We would like to extend our thanks to the Nagai Mountaineering Association
and their leader Mr. Kensaku Takeda who were attempting a climb on Tukuche
Peak at the time. They gave us as many as 100 snow bars which proved inval-
uable particularly as many of our own were lost in the fall which killed three
of our members. Without their help we would have encountered many more
problems and we would like to express our appreciation of their kindness and
generosity.

Summary and Outline

name of the team : Gunma Himalaya Expedition Team

sponsor : Gunma Mountaineering Federation

period of the expedition : From August to November,1978

objective : The ascent of Dhaulagiri 1 (8,167 m) from the South East Ridge
expedition members :

General Director : Kazuo Hamana (75, did not actually join the expedition

team in Nepal), Leader : Seiko Tanaka (43), Deputy leader : Katsuyoshi
Kogure (35), Group leaders : Hiroshi Akuzawa (35), Shinobu Ishikawa
(32), Kuniaki Yagihara (31), Tsutomu Miyazaki (30), Yujiro Fukasawa
(28), Members : Tomio Mashimo (30), Akira Ube (30), Kiyoshi Kobaya-
shi (28), Noboru Yamada (28), Ichiro Chigira (27), Hiroyuki Tani (26),
Hajime Abe (25), Kazumi Kaneko (25), Shigeru Suzuki (23), Junichi
Fukuda (22), Doctor : Shoji Seki (43), Liason Officer : Shree Bahadur
Thapa (35, Assistant Inspector), Sirdar Lakpa Tenjing (39), Pasang
(39), 16 Sherpas for both low lands and Heights
Outline of activities:

July 29 The Expedition Team left Japan.

August 8 Arrived at Pokhara.

August 11 Left Pokhara.

August 22 All the members arrived at Base Camp at 4,200 m.

August 26 Camp 1 was set up on the East Dhaulagiri glacier (4,850 m).
August 30 Camp 2 was set up at 5,400 m,

September 9 Camp 3 was set up on the South East Ridge at 5,850 m.
September 21  Camp 4 was set up at 6,450 m, where the difficult snow ridge
started.
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September 23  Akuzawa, Fukasawa and Kobayashi were swept away down the
South Face by an avalanche.

September 26  Resumed normal activities.

October 2 Expedition leader Tanaka returned from Kathmandu by helicop-
tor. An aerial search for the three missing members was made
by helicoptor but no trace was found.

Temporary Camp 5 was set up at 6,850 m.

October 7 Camp 5 was set up at 6,950 m.

October 14 Camp 6 was set up at 7,450 m.

October 18 Camp 7 was set up at 7,800 m.

October 19 Miyazaki, Ube and Tani reached the summit.

October 20 Kogure fell to death when he was carrying up provisions from
Camp 4 to 5.

October 21 Yamada, Suzuki and Nawan Yonden reached the summit.

October 25 Evacuation of Base Camp.

November 3 Arrived at Kathmandu.

First Ascent of Langtang Lirung, 1978

Akira Ban

It has been our mountain since 1961. Our first attempt to the mountain was
undertook in that year, and the first scene closed with a tragic end of the death
of 3 members-Kaichi Morimoto, the expedition leader, Kenji Ohshima, and
Gyaltsen Norbu, the sirdar with the most distinguished deed to Japanese expedi-
tions to the Himalayas, who himself the first summitter of Manaslu.

In pre-monsoon season 1961, Osaka City University Mountaineering Club
aimed at Langtang Lirung via Lirung glacier and established C3 (5,600 m) on
the plateau at the upper part of the glacier. The tragedy happened when a big
avalanche swept away our camp on May 11 midnight.

In the pre-monsoon 1964, again, we sent the second expedition to the moun-
tain. The condition of Lirung glacier that year was unexpectedly bad, and it
was out of problem to take the way through the glacier. The party then selected
the South East ridge as the climbing route and reached “Triangle Rock” (5,750
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m), at the middle of the ridge. But they had to give up to climb up further
due to long knife-edged ridge stretched upward.

From 1965 to 1977 Nepalese government prohibited to enter into Nepalese
Himalayas. Although official expeditions were not accepted at all these years,
our club sent reconnoitering party three times to find possible route in Lirung
glacier and to the South East ridge, in 1967, 1968, and 1974.

January 1978, Nepalese government permitted us to climb Langtang Lirung
under the condition that the expedition should be organized jointly with Nepalese
climbers. Already in 1970, our club made a joint expedition to Kanjiroba’s main
peak together with Tribuvan University, so this time it was easy for us organ-
izing a joint party with Tribuvan University. The party was composed of 9 Jap-
anese and 4 Nepalese members.

On Sept. 3, 1978, with 129 porters and 3.7 ton luggage, our caravan started
from Kathmandu and tripped around Trisuli, Betorawati, Ramche, Dhunche,
Syapru Bensi, Syarupugaon and Langtang.

On Sept. 9, B.C. (4,200m) was built on Lirung glacier. We carefully
checked danger of avalanche in Lirung glacier.

From Sept. 15 to 20, we made excursion to Ganjalachuli, (5,500m) for accli-

matization.
. On Sept. 22, we started to climb Langtang Lirung in the following way :
Sept. 29 built C1 (4,800 m)
Oct. 5 withdrew from C1 because of avalanche
QOct. 9 re-built C1 (4,820 m)
Oct. 12 At Inzel ridge, a member broke his arm by an ice-block fall.
Oct. 15  built C2 (5,710 m)
QOct. 19  built C3 (6,280 m)
Oct. 23 built C4 (6,650 m) just under the East ridge.
Oct. 24 Wada and Pemba Tsering succeeded the first ascent at 9 : 25.

South Face of Baintha Brakk, 1978
Kimio Itokawa

It was 4 years ago that we made our first attempt on the South Face of
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Baintha Brakk. At that time we had to give up climbing because of an accident
that our camp was swept away by avalanche. Since then, Baintha Brakk was
attacked by several parties and then first climbed by the British party in 1977
through the west ridge. Although the peak was once ascendad we wished to
accomplish our climb through the South Face.

Our team was made by 7 members of Shizuoka Climbing Club, and headed
by Yukio Katsumi (38). We built Base Camp on the Uzun Brakk Glacier on
June 11, and set C1 (4,850 m) on the glacier flowing down from the south-east
ridge on June 24.

It was hard to lift loads to C2 (5,650 m) on the col between south face and
6,960 m Peak. The route was developed on the lower rocks from 29th and we
gained 300m by June 30. Then we had to stop our activities until 11th, because
of a spell of bad weather and all descended to C1 till July 4. We again
started and after four sitting bivouacs on the steep rock, we reached C3 (6,150
m) above the lower rocks on 17th. From there we took the route on the big
snow-band up to leftward and all the seven members together got up to 7,000 m
on July 20. Again, however, the bad weather forced us to descend to BC from
the height of 7,000 m.

Two members suffered from frostbite and remained at BC. The remaining
5 members came back to C3 on 29th, but next day, two more members became
unable to continue to climb more, because of deteriorated conditions. T. Kita-
mura, Y. Katsuumi and I remained at C3 to continue climbing. Above C3, we
found the steep central rock at South Face out of problem and changed the route
to follow snow arete. We expected to reach the summit from C3 within 2 more
days and started to the summit rocks on August 1. We were disturbed by bad
weather and continued climbing in very slow pace. Shortage of food and repeat-
ed forced bivouacs gradually took away our emergy. On August 3 we found
gears of the British party at the foot of the summit rock. From there we almost
followed the British party’s route, then tried to climb over the overhang at 7,270
m, just below the summit.

On August 5 at 11 : 00 a.m. Kitamura broke through the overhang and three
of us reached just 10 m under the summit. However, we thought another bivouac
inevitable if we would try to climb up the 10m steep wall, and it would drain
of our energy. Anyway, we already completed the climb of untrodden South
Face. In order to secure safe return, we made ourselves satisfied with our result
of these 5 days’ attack and decided to return immediately.
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Nun, East Ridge, 1978
Meiji Gakuin University Mountaineering Club

Our eight-man party led by Katsumasa Kobori made the first ascent of East
Ridge of Mt. Nun on October 25, 1978. The area around the mountain was al-
ready explored early in this century and the mountain climbed in 1953 by West
Ridge by the French party.

Two decades ban after it as a result of the border problem between Pakistan
and India completely excluded foreigners from approaching the mountain. Since
the opening in 1974, several parties succeeded to climb it by West and North
Ridge. However, the route by East Ridge was left unclimbed since a failure in
1946.

On September 20 we made BC at the end of Shafut Glacier (3,919 m).
Then ABC (4,525m) on 26th on the glacier, C1 (4,975m) on 29th and C2
(5,670 m) on October 3.

The route was developed on the snow slope which runs below a branch
ridge of White Needle (6,600 m). We pitched C3 (6,235 m) at the base of the
snow slope on 8th, then we all returned once to ABC to rest. On 1lth we
crossed over White Needle and extended the route to the col under the gendarme,
Difficult Bit. But this gendarme guarded by the steep ridge made our further
progress slow. We moved C3 up to 6,505 m and made attempts to Difficult Bit
2 times but failed. Then, we changed our route to the way to traverse the peak
to Shafut Glacier side.

On October 22 we sent 3 pairs of teams to the summit from C3. They in-
tended to make summit attack preparing for bivouacs. But after a bivouac at
6,705 m, one pair abandoned their aim. After another bivouac at 6,805 m, Kobo-
ri's party made a slip and had to give up. The third pair, Kenji Takahashi and
Shigeya Saito made third bivouac at 7,080 m on the summit ridge and stood on
the summit at 8 : 42 on October 25. They could enjoy full 360 degrees’ panorama
at the 7,135m peak.
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20 days on Mt. Nun, West Ridge, 1978
Masato Oki

We succeeded in making the short period mountaineering of Mt. Nun in the
Indian Kashmir Himalayas in August 1978. The expedition was organized by
the Himalayan Association of Japan (HAJ). Many members of the HAJ who
had not enough vacation but impassioned desire to climb the Himalayas, were
interested in attempting the Himalayan expedition in a short time. Considering
the problem of porterage, the difficulty of the approach and the climbing route,
etc., Mt. Nun was finally selected as a suitable mountain for this purpose.

The expedition team was composed of 9 Japanese men; Masato Oki (43,
Leader), Tsutomu Ogawa (33, Climbing leader), Masaki Susuki (47), Tadao
Ando (34), Tomohiko Iimura (33), Taichiro Takahashi (30), Hideki Azuma
(28), Hiroshi Yashima (27), Masayuki Teramoto (27).

After months of intensive preparation, the main party left Osaka and arrived
in New Delhi on August 4, 1978. En route for Srinagar, the main party was joined
by the liaison officer, Mr. Farid Hussain Kashmir (30) who was an assistant di-
rector of Jammu & Kashmir Tourism Department of Govt. of India, and 2 Sherpas
from Darjeeling, Nima Norbu (27, Instructor of HMI Darjeeling) and Nawang
Thundup (26).

On August 8, the main party arrived at Tangol via Kargil, which is the last
village to Mt. Nun and is situated on the right bank of Suru river.

On the plain of left bank of Sentik river, Base Camp was established at an
altitude of 4,100m. From there we climbed up along Sentik river and Sentik
glacier about four hours and at the right bank of Sentik glacier, Camp 1 was
established at an altitude of 4,900 m.

All mountaineering equipments and foods etc. were brought up from Tangol
to C1 by fifty porters of Tangol village in two days. Arrangements of vehicle
and accommodation from Srinagar to Tangol were done by our travel agent in
Srinagar and our excellent liaison officer at the reasonable rate.

On August 11, the route was opened through about 400 meters ice fall to
the snow plateau. From there we had to pass over about 6km long snow field
and Camp 2 was established at an altitude of 5,340 m via tentative Camp (5,300
m) at the south edge of the snow plateau.
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On the snow plateau, even in the daytime, it was very hard work to pass it
due to the melted deep snow, at the same time, it was quite difficult to find the
route in the snow falling weather.

On the rock ridge, Camp 3 (5,800m) was established on August 16. The
rope with the length of 1,000 meters was fixed on the ridge. It was a very
steep and dangerous slope. On August 21, after four hours climbing from C3,
H. Azuma, T. Takahashi, Nima Norbu reached at an altitude of 6,200m and
Camp 4 was established there. It was on a narrow place with snow, on the
west ridge.

On August 22, the first attempt party reached the top of Mt. Nun at just
noon, after about six hours climbing from C4. On the same day, the second
attempt party, which was led by T. limura and is consisted of M. Teramoto and
Nawang Thundup, started C3 and reached the top at 13 : 30, They found Indian
national flag on the top. Weather was fine but the summit was surrounded by
fog. They could see only Mt. Kun, the next peak. The top of Mt. Nun was
quite narrow snow field of 2 square meters only.

Two summit parties climbed down to C2 on that day. The last member
reached C2 about 20 : 00 in the night. They were warmly received by climbing
leader, T. Ogawa and one of the member, H. Yashima. The leader, M. Oki
and the other members, M. Susuki and T. Ando waited them at C1, catching
already this good news by walkie talkie.

On the way back to C2, on August 23, Mt. D41 (Barmal Peak, 5,813 me-
ters) was ascended by T. Ogawa, M. Susuki, H. Yashima and T. Takahashi.
On the next day, all members climbed down to C1. On August 25, we reached
Tangol and immediately transfered to Kargil and on the next day reached
Srinagar by vehicle.

The Way to the Rimo Range, 1978
Nobuhiko Osawa

The Rimo range is one of the few areas still left unclimbed and unexplored
up to now. The Kakujo Alpine Club sent an expedition party to explore this
area and also to climb a virgin peak with the height of 6,476 m in the Rimo
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range. After waiting so long for flight we arrived at Skardu on July 12. The
route which we chose to approach Rimo was the shortest way but the one never
been traced before, i.e., Goma—Gayong Glacier (=Gyon Glacier)—Mirza Kafar
Glacier—Gayong La (=Gyon La)—Unnamed Glacier—Siachen Glacier—Terong
Glacier—Peak 6,476 m.

On July 23 we established Base Camp at Gayong Glacier and on 28th Camp
1 (5,100m) at Mirza Kafar Glacier. Our most important task then to attain was
to find the way to cross Gayong La which was tried by Longstaff and Young but
unsuccessful. Even after long reconnaissance, the pass considered as Gayong La
was still remained misty to us. However, on August 6 we found the way down to
the unnamed glacier flowing down to Siachen. A hanging glacier down from a
tiny col was the only possible route. Camp 2 was established on the col (5,500
m) which we named Hope Col. It is the southernmost of three cols situated at
the head of Mirza Kafar Glacier. We set 300 m fixed rope to climb down the
hanging glacier. Down the unnamed glacier (we named it Hasrhat Glacier)
which is a tributary of Siachen Glacier, we at last reached the main stream of
Siachen. We stood at the mouth of Terong valley where the three glaciers,
North and South Terong Glaciers and Shelkar Chorten Glacier, join together. It
was five-days march from Hope Col. Weather turned bad but we had still long
way to go along the river to the snout of Terong Glacier. Finally, rapid, cold
and wide stream from glacier prevented us from going further. Although unable
to reach at the Rimo range we could enter into Terong valley. The way we
took is a short-cut to Siachen Glacier but it is not such a route that transport by
porters is possible. We could not find the pass considered as Gayong La. Ifa
passable pass existing in this area should be called Gayong La, it should be the
col which we crossed—the Hope Col.
Members of the KAC Expedition :

N. Osawa (Leader), M. Yamamura, S. Matsuno (Medical Doctor), T. Na-
kajima, H. Nagata, A. Uehara, Cap. M. Ajmal (Liaison officer).
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Annapurna South, Southwest Ridge, 1978

Teruki Kouno

Climb of the Southwest ridge was once tried by a Japanese party from
Gamagohri but they gave up at 6,000 meters high. It was guarded by steep
ridges of rock.

On September 7 our caravan was started hiring 111 porters. During the
march-in, it rained almost every day.

On September 14, we made Base Camp at 4,050 meters high temporarily and
made an excursion for five days to surrounding area for acclimatization and for
finding a good place for Base Camp. On September 20, we built up the Base
Camp on 4,800 meters high at the edge of the Southwest ridge. We took the
route at first to a rock peak of the right side of the ridge and arrived at the
snow field. We set the rope ladder on the way to the rock peak. This snow
field was only place for us to relax.

On September 27, we set up C1 at 5,700 meters high flattening the sharp
ridge. Annapurna showed a formidable view from the place.

On October 3, we built C2 at a col of 5,770 meters high. From the col,the
knife-edged ridge extended to far out. We had a tough time there under
strong wind.

On October 13, we made the final attack camp at the foot of the ice wall,
about 6,400 meters high in the strong wind. A group of crane was seen flying
to the south beyond Annapurna South peak. The monsoon season seemed to end
at last.

On October 14 and 15, we made the route on the south wall from where
final summit attack should be made.

On October 16, we had windless fine weather. Mitani and Nakanishi left
the attack camp at 4 : 00 a.m. and they reached the summit at 9 : 15 a.m. scaling
the last 800 m wall. It was after 27 days since we built BC.

On next day, Kouno and Miyakawa succeeded the second ascent.

Members of the Expedition :

Teruyuki Kouno (27, Leader), Yoshio Miyagawa (28), Toichiro Mitani (22),

Norio Nakanishi (20), Masayuki Tsunakawa (20), Yoshio Kato (27, Medcal
Doctor) .
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Tilitso Himal, 1979
Yoshimi Yakushi

The ban on any climb by Nepalese Authorities compelled us three members to
explore an unnamed peak in the Annapurna Himal, in autumn 1965, which was
to be christened Tilitso Himal (7,134 m=23,405 ft. newly surveyed ; Tili : remote,
and tso : lake in Thakali language), after the Tilitso Lake at the northern foot,
with agreement of the Thakalis living nearby.;

On the release of the ban in 1969, we immediately applied the permission to
the mountain, only to be refused under what they called domestic affairs. Then,
that year we were obliged to try our first ascent to Gurja Himal in the Dhaulagiri
range, with success.

The priority, however, having been taken, a repeated application was made
to the Authorities every year, and when Tilitso Himal was released in 1978,
another application was submitted. But, for some reason unreasonable to our
party, the French expedition got the first attempt to it in autumn 1978, with ours
in the following spring. It was fifteen years for us since the plan had been
made in 1964. And besides, our proposed approach route by way of the Kali
Gandaki was changed to the one of the Marsyandi river, for the reason that
Jomosom-Thini-Mesokantu Pass area is prohibited, where Kesang Camp of Nep-
alese Army is stationed in replacement of Tibetan Khamba Camp.

Our Japan-Toyama Himalaya Expedition 1979 consisted of the following
members. It was led by the leader as far as Kathmandu, with the farther climb
by the climbing-leader.

Leader : Yoshimi Yakushi (age 43)

Climbing-leader : Ikuo Saeki (44)

Members : Akira Ohta (42), Hitoshi Tsuji (38), Takashi Araki (31), Haruo

Yamamoto (27), Yutaka Oe (21), and Fumitaka Koyama (35) as doctor.

Sherpas : Lhakpa Tenzing (40) as Sirdar, Nawang Yonde (28) and Mingma

Tenzing (21) as High-altitude Sherpas, and Dawa (24) as Cook.

Liaison Officer : Atal Lama (30), policeman.

On March 22 the expedition started from Pokhara with 65 porters, and ar-
rived at Khangsar on April 1, via the Marsyandi river, where we switched the
porters. Base Camp was established on April 3, at the height of 4,200 m, which
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was lower than expected for the snow was too deep for the porters to go up
higher. At first Base Camp was expected to pitch at 4,900 m high on the west-
ern shore of Tilitso Lake.

On April 7 the Advance Base Camp was put at 5,050 m on the ridge, south
side of the East Tilitso Pass, and Temporary Camp 1 (4,900m) was set on the
western shore of the Lake on April 11. The transport between ABC and T-C1
was being done by sledges assembled by skies over the frozen lake. On April
14 Camp 1 was established at 5,150 m at the end of the morth rocky ridge of
Tilitso Himal. On the following morning the great avalanche fell down from
the Grande Barriére at 4 : 45 a.m. onto the Lake, and the ice of the surface was
broken to pieces. Consequently it caused a tidal wave on the west shore, so that
the members retired for a while to a safe place from T-C1. The ice was of
two strata inserted 10cm of water : the upper was 10em thick, and the lower 80
em. This avalanche crushed the route between ABC and T-C1 on the Lake and
forced us to take a long way around the northern shore. Our transport, however,
almost finished, there was litt e effect it had on us. This day we all withdrew
T-C1 and moved to Camp 1.

On April 16 we set to work making the route on the north ridge of rock
easily broken, fixing ropes of some 1,800m between C1 and C2. Passing over
the rocky ridge, Camp 2 was settled at 6,000m on April 24.

On April 25 it was fine weather. The first attacking team (Araki, Yamamo-
to, and Mingma Tenzing) left C2 at 5: 30 a.m.  They climbed the ice slope of
100 m straight up, traced on the snow ridge of 300 m, and came upon the cornice,
from where they traversed to the left facing the Tilitso Lake. Further on, they
were going up on the left side of the iced slope, when just below the summit
Yamamoto’s conditions turned out to be worse. Then, they were forced to bi-
vouac in a snow-hole they made at 5: 00 p.m.

At 6:00 a.m. on April 26, out of the snow-hole the three started and stood
on the summit at 7 : 45 under the clear sky. After an hour’s stay, they descended
to C1 at 6: 30 p.m. On the same day the second team (Oe and Nawang Yonde)
started from C2 at 4 : 00 a.m., reached the top at 1:57 p.m. and came back to
C2 again at 6: 00 p.m.

On April 28 all the members went down to BC, and returned at Khangsar
on April 29. The party left Khangsar on May 1, with 25 porters. Crossing the
Thorung Pass, down to Muktinath and walking along the Kali Gandaki river,
the party finished the expedition at Pokhara on May 9.
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Notes : 1)

2)

Sangaku, Journal of JAC, Vol. 62, 1967, p. 83~100 & Engl. p.
8~10. La Montagne et Alpinisme, 1968-October, p. 335~336.
“Gurja Himal” (Ed. by Y. Yakushi, Toyama, Japan, 1970) San-
gaku, Vol. 65, 1970, p. 57~67 & Engl. p. 1~6. Alpine Journal,
Vol. 75, 1970, p. 17~24. Himalayan Journal, Vol. 30, 1970, p.
95~100.
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