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from the south via the central glacier and west ridge. The American Alpine Journal
described this ascent. but it is not confirmed.

2007 : In May a Chinese team of 3 members made the 2nd ascent of Dangchezhengla via the
same route as the Japanese. A Chinese top climber was killed on the descent

2007 © In October 4 members of a British-American expedition entered the north side.
They set up BC at 4,400 meters and ABC at 4,900 meters. The first attempted to
climb 5.850 meters. but they could reach only 5,600 meters peak on the SE side.
Thereafter they made the 3 rd ascent of Dangchezhengla via a new route on the
north face. They finally challenged the main summit 6,060 meters but were not
suceessful. They moved BC to a point at 5. 100 meters, attacked the north ridge (a
spur beneath the summit) but were forced to give up the climb at about 5.400
meters because of extreme coldness and unstable snow conditions. The party was
led by Dave Wynne-Jones.

2009 : In autumn a British party of Derek Buckle and Dave Wynne-Jones revisited the The

north face of Yangmolong main peak. As aforementioned, however, they were
involved in a serious trouble with villagers of Sang Qu. They attempted on the north
ridge but again failed.
An American-Chinese team led by Jon Otto attempted on the south face of the main
peak They started to climb the south face just beneath the summit, but they were
unable to breakthrough the lower part of frazil and dangerous rock wall. A German
party came to the south side but went back with no result.

2010 : In November Jon Otto, Tim Boetler (Cameraman) and Chinese climbers again
challenged the main summit. They entered the north side from a valley east of
Dongba having crossed a high pass at about 5,000 meters. The descent from the
pass to east was so steep that they had to rappel down a valley of the north face of
the main summit. They attached the north ridge but could not exceed a point of 2007
British expedition, Dave Wynne-Jones appreciates that they found an access route to

the north face of the main summit.

The Yangmolong main peak has refused several attempts and still remains untrodden. Who
does challenge in 20117
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On July 30, we made reconnaissance of the eminent three peaks south of Sichuan-Tibet

Highway. Pictures were taken from a Tibetan village at 4,310 meters.

On July 31, we went to Lamaya from Litang to have a panoramic grand view of the east
face of Genven massi crossing a high pass of 4,830 meters "Three smith brothers”. Being
compared with 1999 when we made a caravan of the old trade path to Batang. road

conditions have surprisingly been improved. Driving hours were only one-forth.

Genyen 6,204 meters was first climbed via south face by a Japanese expedition from the
Himalayan Association of Japan in 1988, Several vears ago an [talian party made the second
ascent via a new route on the east face. American famous climbers, Charlie Fowler and
Christoff Boskof were lost on the mountain. In the north / northeast / northwest of Genyen
a climbing paradise of outstanding rock towers of 5,500 5,900 meters surrounds a valley

of 600 vears historical monastery of Rengo Gompa.

These fantastic peaks are sleeping vet untouched by any of climbers.

The following four photos(see, page 98) are of 1999 journey from Litang to Batang on old
trade path.

Yangmolong = an impregnable fortress, main summit 6,060m

The first half of the pictures shows the south face of Yangmolong massif and the second

half shows the north face. (see, page 99, 102}

Attempt on Yangmolong massif began in 1991, The following is a brief chronicle of elimbing
and explorations.

1991 : A Japanese party from Nippon University first entered the northern side and
attempted on the north face of Yangmolong main peak 6.060 meters. They
retreated from a point at about 5,400 meters on account of bad weather and danger
of avalanche.

2000 : In June Nakamura and Nagai reconnoitered the south face.

2003 : In June a Japanese expedition from Kyoto of the Hengduan Mountains Club made
the first ascent of Dangchezhengla 5.833 meters from the south via the central
glacier between Dangchezhengla and the central peak, Makara, 6,033 meters. They
reached the summit via the east ridge from the col.

2003 : There is information that a Korean party made the first ascent of the central peak



valley to unclimbed Kawarani 5,992 meters ol Gonkara Shan range.

1 A route from Dongba to east which leads to the northwest side of Yangmolong has no
problem. In this valley Tibetan are [riendly and welcome foreigners. In autumn of 2011
a Japanese student party from the Waseda University took this route for
reconnaissance of unclimbed peak 5,850 meters and an American/Chinese expedition
made use of this route to reach the north face of Yangmolong.

5 An access from Dongba to southeast via Zhongba to reach the south face of
Yangmolong is easiest. Villagers are willing to cooperate with and support expeditions.
Nakamura and Nagai first traced this route to reconnoiter the south face of
Yangmolong in June, 2000. Since then several parties took advantages this approach. A
Japanese party from the Hengduan Mountains Club entered the south side and made
the first ascent of Dangchezhenla 5.833 meters in October, 2002, No conflicts with

local villagers happened.

Plan changed for Identification of Peaks

“Anything happens in China, nothing is impossible in China”™ When facing difficulties
while traveling the Tibetan marches, [ always tell myself this words. I cannot return home
without crops from expensive expedition to eastern Tibet. Having resigned the original
plan to explore Xianggiugieke massif {from south and to traverse the Litang Plateau from
west to east, [ made up my mind to survey and identify peaks of the Shaluli Shan in Litang
Plateau as much as possible, as many peaks still remain unknown. As usually, I carried with
me sufficient maps of the mountains necessary for the identification. I describe whar I did

for the purpose, as follows.

1. To access to Xianggiugieke massif and other massifs ranging to east from the
Sichuan-Tibet Highway for taking pictures as many peaks as [ could.

2. To access to Genven massif for taking pictures of rock peaks

3. To gather and review as many pictures as possible of the past expeditions to the
Genven, Xiangqiugieke and Yangmolong. This brought a considerable amount of

valuable materials for identification.
A panorama from Genyven in 1988, my journey 1999/2000 and photos of 2005 Yamanashi
expedition, Tomas Oblutovic 2008 Derek Buckle 2009 and Tim Boetler 2010 are very much

useful for the peak identification,

On July 29, we ascended to a point at 4,700 meters from a monastery of the new nomad

village and luckily could take photos of the north face of Xianggiugieke massif.
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pastures, gentle streams and hundreds grazing vaks. It was surprising that on the way
many Chinese university students were heading for Lhasa by bicvcles. They told us that it
would take 25 days from Chengdu westwards to Lhasa. This is a sort of modern style
pilgrimage. We came across abundant flowers of blue poppies (Meconopsis). The Sichuan-
Tibet Highway has continously been well refurbished with new construction of tunnels

between Haizi Shan Pass and Batang, which has made an eminent short cut possible.

A famous “Litang Horse Festival” to which foreign tourists visit is held on August 1 every
vear. However it was suddenly cancelled this vear (2010} because of unknown but perhaps
political reason. The authority would have caught a sign of unrest and resistance among

warlike Khamba people. But no body responded to my question on the reason.
Approach to Xianggiugieke and Yangmolong

There are five routes for entering Xianggiugieke and Yangmolong massifs. We must know
that nature and attitude to foreigners of Tibetan inhabitants is different in each valley to
enter. | introduce the five vallevs from north to south.

1) Xianggiugicke:

(1) To the north side from a point (entrance to a new nomad village) at 4,300 meters on

the Sichuan-Tibet Highway 10km east of the Haizi Shan Pass. A Japanese team from

Yamanashi followed this route with no problem in 2005,

From a road maintenance station 336 to Tarilong valley to approach to both the north
and south sides. A local secretary of the district advised us not to enter this valley
because villagers are exclusive and even villagers chiel cannot administrate them.

Therefore our first plan had to be given up.

2} Yangmolong:

@ A valley, Sang Qu  Sanglongxi between the station 336 and Dongba is the
geographically best route to the north side of Yangmolong, but most dangerous
because of bad-natured villagers. As aforementioned, in 2009 a British party met
robbery and was requested extra-ordinary expenses for motor-bikes. In the same vear
an American and German parties were forced to turn to the southern side. They were
told by the villagers that foreigners would cause catastrophe. Since then the Batang
County government has prohibited foreigners to enter this valley. Several years ago a

British party encountered the same case agitated by Lamas when they entered a
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summit 5,956 meters sharply soaring to sky was {irst climbed by an American party of Joe
Puryvear in 2007. Unfortunately Joe was lost as the cornice collapsed under his feet in
Labuche Kang 7.367 meters in Tibet. However all other 5.500 5,900 meters peaks have
not been attempted yet and remain untrodden. These alluring and fantastic peaks will
undoubtedly be spot-lighted as an alpine paradise like the Qonglai Mountains and enchant

challenging climbers in near future. A typical peak of granite tower is shown below.
Shaluli Shan-Litang Plateau, Summer 2010

Being compared with serious flood damages caused by ex-ordinary weather in Yunnan, the
climate in the West Sichuan Highlands was rather stable, roads were not blocked up.

However, our expected plan failed on account of the aforementioned reasons.
To the Litang Plateau, West Sichuan Highland

Though the expected plan to unveil the Xianggiugieke (5863m) massif and to travel
through the Litang Plateau was not come off, I describe so far available information on
these least-known mountains, to which only two parties have made an approach till now. In’
autumn of 1999 Nakamura and Nagai viewed two 5,700 meters peaks of the massif {rom
the south on the way of horse caravan from Lamaya to Batang. In 2005 a Japanese party
from the Yamanashi Mountaineering Federation reconnoitered the northern side. They
reached a lookout point of a panorama of the north face bevond Lake Counahecou from the
Sichuan-Tibet Highway. But the weather was not so fine. In 2009, a British Yangmolong
expedition photographed a whole panorama of the southwest face from their base camp. In
2011 a New Zealand female team will make a challenge on the main summit of

Xianggiugieke (5863m).

On July 27, we departed from Chengdu. Members were Nakamura/Nagai and local staffs
from Sichuan Earth Expeditions Inc.: guide Pan Yavu (47 Han). cook Zhong Jinbing (41
Han) and driver: driver Wang Yonglian (43 Han). Pan Yayu speaks perfect Japanese. He is
reputed as an excellent guide among Japanese visitors, but because of Han minority he is
not talented for negotiation with local Tibetan people and would not be suitable for
sensitive areas in eastern Tibet. As a British great explorer, F. M. Bailey suggested. vou
had better employ Tibetan guide while traveling through off the beaten tracks in the

Tibetan marches.

We drove 520km to Yajiang in a day, and on July 28 we got to a village north of Batang
driving the Sichuan-Tibet Highway whole day through the fertile Litang Plateau 4.000
4.600 meters. Landscape in summer of the plateau was stunningly beautiful full of green
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tourists.

On July 17, we visited Baihualing Protestant church on the right bank of Nujiang 30 minutes
away from Like to south on the way to Baoshan so that we might interview with a manager

of the church. Lisu minority tribe has own language using alphabet.

We drove across the Mekong-Nujiang Divide at 1,960 meters and entered the highway
connecting Kunming and Luili, a border town to Myanmar, In the early afternoon we
arrived at Baoshan City, a center of traffic in west Yunnan. Baoshan is a wide and fertile
basin and cultivation of coffee is now rapidly increasing in the Nujiang sub-tropical areas. In

near future Baoshan brand coffee will become popular in the world market.

2. Alpine Paradise - Peak Identification of Shaluli Shan,
Litang Plateau Sichuan

After Nakamura visited Christian churches in the upper Salween (Nujian) basin in
northwest Yunnan, a pair of old explorers, Nakamura (75) and Nagai (77) headed to the
Litang Plateau having left Chengdu on July 27 for exploring veiled mountains massif of
Xiangqiugieke northeast of Batang and Yangmolong massif. Our first objective was to
unveil the Xianggiugieke massif 5,700 5,800 meters from the southern side, and then to
travel through the heart of the Litang Plateau from west to east by 10 days horse caravan
crossing two high passes 4,800 5,100 meters. We had soon to get to know, however, our
prospect went wrong. We could not enter a valley to the southern side of the mountains
massif because of unfriendly and hostile Tibetan inhabitants in the valley. The caravan
through the Litang Plateau could also not organized because a nomads chief refused to
provide us with horses and muleteers as no villagers wanted to go to a distant place from

their home tents even if they were paid enough money.
Climbing Paradise in Future

On account of easy access the Oonglai Mountains massif of Mt. Siguniang are popular and
crowded with many rock climbers, but many accidents have taken place. Almost all
outstanding rock peaks around 5.500 meters have already been ascended. To my best
knowledge only Goromity 5,609 meters remains unclimbed after an attractive Seerdenpu
(Barbarian Peak) 5.592 meters was first scaled by a American party and Niuxinshan
4,942 meters was climbed by a Japanese party via a new route on the southeast face.

One of the most expected climbing fields next to the Qonglai Mountains is a group of rock
peaks of Genyen massif in the Shaluli Shan, Litang Plateau. Genyen 6, 204 meters was first

climbed by a party from the Himalayan Association of Japan in 1988 and the second highest
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On July 14, we went up north along the Nujiang to near the border with Tibetan
Autonomous Region. It was raining continuously from previous night. "Stone Gate”
(Kindgon-Ward's Marble Gorge) was spectacular, The water level became very high and
the river was raging.

After the gorge we visited Qiunadang in a valley on the left bank. A Catholic church
looked dilapidated with no maintenance. A trail to north from Qiunadang leads to Bongga.
ruins of a Catholic church in four hours and then to Aben of Tsawarong in eight hours on
foot. We further went up to a Catholic church at Chugan. which was the last village in the
valley. All of 160 inhabitants of 24 families were Nu minority tribe and 80 % were Catholic
believers. A 74 vears old sexton of the church was a Tibetan who came from Degen. His

father used o serve for Father A. Genestier.

On July 15, after heavy rain in the morning it became very hot in Bingzhongluo. We visited
Demalo for meeting Tibetan Catholic believers, who were our muleteers in 2004 expedition.
They accompanied us to retrace Catholic missionaries’ trails constructed in late 19th
century {rom Tsekou of Mekong to Demalo in Nujiang (Salween) basin. Aluo, a chief of the
muleteers welcomed me at his house. The intelligent and capable Tibetan was now an
owner of a bar and guest house and working as a reliable guide in Gongshan and
Bingzhongluo as well. To my surprise, meanwhile, Catholic church of Demalo was also
dilapidated.

Demalo 1.870m has 12 villages with 3,000 inhabitants, 80 % of which are Catholic believers.
They have three names of Tibetan, English and Chinese. After Demalo we went to a
recently refurbished Catholic church of Yonglaga 1,574m with 100 believers. Catholic
church in Gongshan was also dilapidated. Later in Baoshan we got to know the reasons that

Protestant churches were increasing whilst Catholic churches were declining.

Roughly classifving areas of distribution, Protestant churches mainly locate south of
Gongshan town and Catholic churches concentrate in the north of Gongshan town. Perhaps
on account of topography of the Nujiang basin south of Gongshan, Protestant churches are

more on the right bank of Nujiang.

On July 16, we moved from Gongshan to Liuku 680m along the Nujiang. [t was hot and
humid. Thermometer recoded 32C. Liuke in a sub-tropical zone was developing
tremendously fast. Streets were congested with new model cars. Hotels were fully
occupied. Another township was being constructed. We took many photos of Protestant
churches on the way. A cross of Protestant church above roof is red colored whilst a cross

of Catholic church is white colored. The Nujiang grand canvon en route is attracting
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town in Gongshan Dolong Nu Minorities Autonomous County. In this remote corner of
Northwest Yunnan construction of infrastructures is progressing rapidly and spectacular
landscapes of Nujiang canyon with deep gorges are important resources of tourism to
allure and enchant visitors.

In fact Kawakabu is almost always covered with cloud throughout the year except for late
autumn. In spite of only 5.128 meters in height, glacier exists and high passes on the
watershed are closed with snow till late May. as this area of the Gaoligongshan range has
heaviest precipitation of snow fall in Yunnan. Topography and climatic conditions make

Kawakabu "Veiled mountain”.

I mention a few comments on an altitude of Kawakabu. Kingdon-Ward wrote a name of Ke-
ni-chun-pu fover 20,000ft) on his map of the journey 1911 (The Land of the Blue Poppy)
but he assumed a height of Gompa La to be 17,000t (5,182m) almost same as 5, 128m of
present altitude. It was measured from a pass at 13,000ft near Gompa La in the journey
1922. Joseph rock, an American plant hunter and geographer viewed Kawakabu in October,

1923 and recorded it as Kenychunpo, over 20,0001, on his map.
New Wave-the Christianity in Nujiang (Salween) Basin

We visited many Christian churches in a week from July 12 to 18 and got to know the fact
that the Catholic missions were rather on the decline whilst the Protestant missions were

expanding in the Nujiang basin. This was a new discovery.

On July 12, we went to a church of Lizu tribe, which was a center of religious activity of the

Protestants in Gongshan and adjacent villages. Young Lisu were enjoying a dance

On July 13. we moved from Gongshan to Bingzhongluo, and visited historical Zhongding
Catholic church where I met again a Tibetan female believer who managed a entrance key
and paid a visit to a cemetery of Father A. Genestier from the Missions etrangeres de Paris
(MEP) who gave an advice to Kingdon-Ward in 1922 on best timing to enter Dulong Jiang.
The church was recently reconstructed and well maintained.

A Lamasary, Puhua 5i, famous as a base for cracking down on activities of Christianity, was

of our interest. We paid a short visit to the monastery under refurbishing.

A guide book published in the Gongshan County Tourist Bureau show a lookout point of
Kawakabu on its map. With a great anticipation we headed to the point but no villagers
knew how to get there. Only one Tibetan provided us with information. He told us that a
return trip to terminus of the glacier of Kawakabu would take one week only on foot as a

trail was too bad and steep for a horse.
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1) More vehicles than three cars cannot pass in one time.
9

3

t

A vehicle over three tons is not allowed to pass.

Any visitor cannot pass without a special permit. (No foreigner was allowed to pass.)

In fact there happened serious accidents, Two tracks fell down to the Dulong Jiang, six

persons being lost in two months. We had to resign to visit the Dulong Jiang.

Where is Gompa La? = “Veiled mountain™ Kawakabu 5,128 meters

There was one thing to confirm before entering the Dolong Jiang basin. A plant hunder,
Frank Kingdon-Ward was the third as a foreigner to have reached Putao (Fort Hertz) of
North Burma from Yunnan. He crossed over the Gaoligongshan to the Dolong Jiang from
east in October, 1922, The first was Prince Henri d'Orlean in 1895 (From Tonkin to India
- by the Sources of the Irrawadi, Januwary '95-January "96 Prince Henri d Orlean.
London 1898} and the second was a British explore. E. C. Young in 1906. (A Journy from
Yun-nun to Assam, The Geographical Journal, August 1907 Vol. 30 No. 2) Presumably
there were four routes to go across a watershed that shares the Nu Jiang (Salween) and
Doleng Jiang (Irrawaddy). F. Kingdon-Ward described in his narratives on journey 1922
that he passed “Gompa La”, one of the four routes (From China to Khamti Long Edward
Arnold & Co. London 1924), It has been difficult to locate it since he had not used a name of
Gompa La in his previous journeys in 1911 (The Land of the Blue Poppy) and 1914
(Mystery Rivers of Tibet). Heinrich Handel-Mazzetti, an Austrian botanist, came here
and soon after Kingdon-Ward in 1914 and recorded the highest peak of Gaoligongshan as
Gompa La. A careful and repeated reading of the Kingdon-Ward's 1922 journey led me to
convince that Gompa La must be veiled Kawakabu 5, 128 meters. He did not stand atop of
Gompa La (Kawakabu), but avoiding a route on a glacier he walked on steep rocky path for
crossing the watershed from east to west. In recent year a Scottish plant hunter, Michael
Wickenden crossed Gompa La. (Exploring The Upper Dulong River - The KWL
Expedition to North-West Yunnan, September - October 2008)

In my journey to have retraced missionaries’ trails from Mekong to Nujiang (Salween) in
autumn of 2004, 1 could luckily take panoramic pictures of the east face of Kawakabu and
neighboring peaks ranging north to south on the Gaoligongshan. The other two photos that

| took are shown as below. (see, page 61-62)
I have written “Veiled mountain”. Nevertheless it does'nt mean that it is located in a fur-
flung place. Kawakabu is a lofty mountain with a glacier but soaring very close to a town of

Bingzhongluo on the right bank of Nujiang (Salween). Bingzhongluo is the northernmost

All



owners in the building trades, Chad contracting and myself designing - we pulled the plug

and came home a week early.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the American Alpine Club, the Mugs Stump
and Lyman Spitzer climbing grant programs for their generous support of the expedition.
For us, these exploratory trips in Asia would not be possible without the financial support
of the grant programs. The expedition was also supported by the Four Sisters Film project:

keep yvour eves out for their impressive work.

A Journey to West Sichuan 2010

Tamotsu NAKAMURA

1. Visiting Christian Churches in Salween Basin Yunnan

W planned two stage journevs in summer of 2010, The first stage was in Yunnan to gather
updated information in a most isolated region of the upper Irrawaddy River, Chinese name
Dulong Jiang. a country of the Dulong minority tribe, and then to visit Christian churches in
the Salween River Basin. The second stage was in Sichuan to explore the unknown Shaluli

Shan - Litang Plateau. The latter is reported elsewhere.
Dulong Jiang (upper Irrawaddy) and veiled Kawakabu

To Dulong Jiang (main stream of upper Irrawaddy River)

Dulong minority tribe's population is 5,700 - 5.800. The same tribe called "Taron” inhabits
in the upper Irrawaddy basin in North Myanmer, They had a custom to make tattoos on
women's face.

Ileft Tokvo on July 6 and joined my colleagues, Morita and Suzuki, at Kunming, Yunnan. On
July 12 we headed for the Dulong Jiang from Gongshan and were soon stopped by officials
at a check-post on the way to the Dulong Jiang. A vehicle road of 9%6km to cross the
Gaoligongshan range forming the Salween-Irrawaddy Divid to Dulong Jiang from
Gongshan town already opened a couple of years ago. Nevertheless the Gongshan County
government ordered a traffic control between Gongshan and Dulong Jiang for two and half
vears from June 1, 2010, till December 31, 2012, for refurbishing and reconstructing the
road damaged by floods and landslides caused by heavy rain fall.

A 20



free climbed most of the wet and snowy pitch “protected” by a Ropeman on the fixed line.
Without a moon, the Tibetan skies were thick with starlight as we climbed through the rest
of the rock walls and up the mixed gullies reaching our high point at dawn,

After breakfast we opted to traverse under the gendarmes to the left and completed four
difficult 5.10 C2 horizontal pitches to reach more simul-climbing terrain on the upper
mountain. The weather was holding and we completed the upper 300m to the summit ridge
in a single pitch. The summit ridge offered spectacular cornice walking and easy mixed
climbing accompanied by giant raptors flying below. Reaching the summit at 2:30 PM we
enjoyed unmatched views of the entire range. For the first time [ was able to organize the
complex topography of the Quonglai mountains in my mind. It was my third summit in the

area, Chad's seventh.

The descent went relatively smoothly. the traverses were difficult to reverse but we sorted
them out with a few pendulums and sideways raps. Our lead line suffered two debilitating
core shots, and on our final rap our tag line became hopelessly stuck behind a flake on an
overhanging rappel. Despite our best efforts to retrieve it, we regretfully had to leave it

behind. We arrived at our high camp at 11:30 PM, after 34 hours on the go.

We named the route “Headwaters” after its obvious position in the hydrology of the region,
a gesture to the Yeti himself, and as an acknowledgement of the alarming glacial recession
underway here a major threat to the crowded Chinese lowlands extending thousands of

miles downriver.

A few days later, we (along with John Dickey), nearly made the first ascent of a stunning
granite spire of 5086m near Se'erdenpu. Unfortunately, in the dark, after 600m of absolutely
classic free climbing, I had to turn back some 25m from the summit faced with steep.
unprotectable arte climbing and no bolt kit. On the descent we destroyed our only

remaining lead line. (see. page 43}

Chad and I broke down base camp and returned to Rilong, the village below the peaks, and
learned that the Polish team was also hit with rock fall on the north face and was in a
hospital in Chengdu. It sounds like they are okay. but have broken hands. Meanwhile, a
Chinese team had replaced them and started up the north face nose route. We checked the
weather and were discouraged to see that our windows appeared to have ended for the
foreseeable future. The odds were stacking up against us; all our ropes were destroyed.
another team was already on the north face objective, and the weather forecast was grim.

With the first ascent behind us and piles of work awaiting us at home - we are both business

Al9



September alone. The first of the three teams, from Japan. had been rescued after incurring

rock fall injuries the week prior to our arrival.

Our itinerary called for acclimatizing in the adjacent Changping Valley near Siguniang until
mid September, and we promptly set to work establishing an advanced base camp at the
head of the valley under the east face of Seerdenpu. As we did so. our liaison officer
informed us that a Polish team arrived at the base of the north face nose. The abandoned
Japanese tent still remained a third of the way up the nose. Storms arrived and deposited

the first autumn snowfall on the peaks during the first week of September.

The new snow and crowds on the north face encouraged us to remain focused on the mixed
terrain on the east face. After much deliberation, we went to work on a line on the
northeast ridge. On our first attempt, we found solid granite rock climbing, going free at 5.
10 for the first 250m. At nightfall, we rapped back to our high camp. left a line fixed over the
crux slabs and set the alarms for a predawn start. The skies deteriorated throughout the

night and by four AM half a foot of new snow had fallen.

Four days later we returned amid marginal weather. but psyched to be pushing higher.
gaining acclimatization if nothing else. As we gained the northeast ridge proper, Chad took
the lead and we were pleasantly surprised to find straightforward passage up the ridge in a
hidden gulley, offering 300m of snow and mixed climbing up to M5, The weather was poor
and visibility nearly nonexistent but we continued upward, At 5200m the gulley terminated
at a small col and a series of complex gendarmes guarded the upper mountain. In the
waning daylight. T led up a steep gendarme drytooling a thin crack. While trying to clear
snow and find some gear, my tool ripped and sent me hurling off backwards for my first
real alpine whipper. A bit shaken up, discouraged and without any bivy gear, we decided to
rap again and try tomorrow, For the second time in a row we awoke to several inches of
new snow by morning. Again, we cached our food and fuel and made our way down the

slippery talus back to base camp.

After one rest day in base camp. my wife Jenna called in a splitter forecast. We repacked
the kit and set off at 1:30 PM up the fifteen miles of swamps and talus to the base of the
route. As we approached the head of the valley, we agreed that we didn't want to risk
getting stopped by a sudden storm again and thought the best strategy would be to simply
begin climbing as soon as we reached the base. After a quick brew stop at our high camp
we started up the route at 11:30 PM. The 5.10 slabs were running with snow melt, so [ was
forced to do some interesting A2 by headlamp instead. We had left a line fixed over a

section of the second pitch, but nervous about the rope’s integrity after the past storm, I
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April 29: Rest. Climbing routes decided

April 30: No progress due to bad weather

May 01: BC to ABC as the weather improving

May 02 To the summit (Our GPS indicated 5497m)
NE face party, Matsushima and Sato, reached the main summit. Grade 111 IV
N ridge party. Yoshimura and Kato, gave up at the PK 3.

May 03: ABC to BC

May 04: BC to Dang Ling

Mav 04 to 9 Dang Ling Danba Chengdu Shanghai Hiroshima

We could luckily succeed in the first ascent of a fascinating peak “Xiagiangla” by launching

a swilt attack.

First Ascent of Se'ferdenpu 5592m,
QonglaiMountains, Sichuan

Via Northeast Ridge - Route “Headwaters”

Dylan Johnson

Funded in part by both a Mugs Stump Award and a Lyman Spitzer Award from the
American Alpine Club, Chad Kellogg and I reached the unclimbed summit of China's Se’
erdenpu on September 13th after three attempts during the expedition. The peak forms the
high point above the heads of two river valleys; the Changping River flows out off its east
and south faces, and the Shuangiao River descends from its north and west flanks. The
north and west faces form a 1600m granite wall, and are remarkably accessible. One can
take a public bus on a paved road to within a couple hours walk of the base. The much more
remote south and east faces are some 1200m high and are composed of a combination of

alpine big walls and complex alpine mixed terrain,

Chad and I had been hoping to make an attempt on the iconic granite peak since we made a
reconnaissance trip to the north face in 2008 after climbing Siguniang. Se’erdenpu, the Yeti-
or “Savage Peak,” as it's translated, bears distinct resemblance from the north as the head
and face of a “savage.” Our original plan was to ascend the unmistakable five thousand foot
nose of the veti. The compelling line and ease of access has attracted somewhere around a
dozen expeditions over the past decade.

Upon our arrival, we learned that three expeditions were attempting the line in August and
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are inherent in this region of the Dadu River basin.

I organized an expedition to attempt on Xiagiangla in spring of 2010,
Period:  April 24 to May 9, 2010

Name of expedition: Japanese Alpine Club Hioshima Section
Leader:  Chiharu Yoshimura

Member: Hiroshi Matsushima, Mitsuru Kato, Ken Sato

Qutline of Expedition

The expedition members drove to a village of Dang Ling (3.300m) from Chendgu along the
Dadu River and a tributary flowing into the main stream near Danba town-ship. A distance
from Danba to Dang Ling is 68km. Then we set up a base camp (BC) on the shore of Da
Haizi at 4.350m and soon started climbing. Walking time from Dang Ling to Da Haizi is
eight hours to southwest. Reconnaissance led us to establish an advance base camp (ABC)
at 5,020m as shown on the following map (see. page 23) with climbing routes. An attempt
was made from two different routes, say, one was the northeast (NE) face and the other

was the north (N) ridge. (see, page 26)

NE face route: First to [ollow a couloir on the face and then to climb up directly the summit
rock wall to the top. The northeast ridge is very steep and has rock pinnacles to be

negotiated on the way to the summit, which provides an attractive climbing route.

N ridge route: First to ascend to the north col and to continue climbing a steep north ridge
with outstanding rock peaks ranging one after another to the main summit like the back of
a dinosaur to the top. This ridge is the main divide of the Daxue Shan range. The long and

large south ridge also constitutes the main divide.

On May 2. two parties departed from the ABC at 6:00am. NE party stood atop the main
summit (Pk 1) at 14:40, but N ridge party reached only Pk 3 because of luck of time. The
both parties gathered at a col between Pk 2 and Pk 3 and returned to the ABC at 20:40

Itinerary

April 24: Hiroshima Shanghai Chengdu

April 25 Chengdu Danba

April 26: Danba Dang Ling

April 27: Dang Ling to Da Haizi BC ferrying gear and supplies by 11 vaks

April 28: Reconnaissance from BC to a point at 5020m (on the foot of the NE face after

making a detour around the northeast ridge)
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The Southeast Face of Mt. Logan

Katsutaka YOKOYAMA

In early May, the author and Yasushi Okada of Giri-Giri Bovs climbed the 2500-meter
Southeast Face of Mt. Logan in a single alpine-style push. The pair then continued to the
East Summit (ca. 5900m) before descending via the extremely long East Ridge. Their
route climbs the steepest wall of broad south face, which had been called “the biggest and
most significant remaining alpine challenge of North America” over the past two decades.

Yokovama, Okada and Genki Narumi arrived on the Seward Glacier in mid-April and
acclimatized on the East Ridge in eight days round trip. It covered almost 60 km of
distance. After Narumi had decided to drop out from the climb, Yokovama and Okada
started up the wall on 4 May and reached the East Ridge at 11 pm on the third day. Next
day on 7 May. they continued to the East Summit and descended the East Ridge to make
one more bivouac at 3170m. Next day. it was 30 km of long walk without snow shoes or skis
to their base camp which thev finally reached at 11:45 pm in the same day,

They christened the route "I-TO", which means thread, line, relationship etc. in Japanese.
and graded ED + WI5 M6. Their climb won 19th Piolets d'Or in April 2011

First Ascent of Xiagiangla 5470m, Daxue Shan, Sichuan

Chiharu YOSHIMURA

What should be the next target after Bawangshan 5551m in Qonglai Mountains, of which [
made the first ascent in 2007 (JAN vol. 9 May 2008) No much time was required to search
for a suitable mountain fitting to our conditions: unclimbed. beautifully towering and easily

accessible.

An outstanding peak having been thus focused is Xiagiangla 5170m located in the northern
rim of greater Daxue Shan range stretching west of the Dadu River basin. Famous Minya
Konka massil dominates the southern part of the mountain range. Only Tom Nakamura,
Tadao Shintani and Kivoshi Kawajiri made an access in the past. Xiagiangla is not only
alluring for its sharp pyramid searing to sky, but is attractive for so-called “Valley of
Beauty” of Danba county, where you will come across unique Tibetan local culture featured

by affluent heritages of arts, literatures and building designs such as stone towers which
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